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KEPOKrr * 


ON THE 

SETTLEMENT OF THE DISTRICT 

OP 

GORUCKPOOR 


To F. CUERIE, Esq., 

Commissioner of Revenue Uh Division. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to submit the prescribed statements of revis- 
ed settlement of pergiinnah Sulempoor Mu- 
Abstract statement No. III. jholce •with the professional map of the per- 
Police jaghire, No. V. gunnah. The survey plans No. I m six, and 
village statements No. II in nine volumes, have 
been bound up, and lodged in the Sudder office. 


2. The statements above marginally noted bear date the 15 th 
December last, up to which they had been 

Revised juuia! 2,24,767 carefully Compared, and passed. With 

I 13^3^ advertence to the enormous increase of revenue 

accruing to the State from the new settlement, I 
considered it proper carefully to watch its progress through the first sea- 
son of its coming into operation, before finally reporting my proceedings. 


3. Preparatory to the entrance of the professional survey into the 
pergunnah, my predecessor judiciously distribut- 

The survey and settlement. 1.1 iruj j-i. . 

ed the work 01 boundary adjustment amongst 
the assistants available for the duty. Mr. Trotter marked off the western 
and central portions ; Messrs. Shank and Young were similarly employed 
on the eastern side ; Rae Manik Chund, the native Deputy, prepared the 
northern part, and the southern remainder was concluded by Mr. E. 
Thornton, assisted by the tehsildar. This work, though a first experi- 
ment, was, upon the whole, well performed, and the cases of exception 
were promptly and judiciously rectified by Mr. Armstrong. Under that 
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officer’s care too,' during a bnel'itey in\^e ^rgunnali, the professional 
survey commenced tHeir obstacles thrown in the way 

of their progress, the cohifm^^il\i^i8tance of some zemindars, and 
the impertinence of SQm%,patwe officers, were repressed, Lieut,. H. M. 
Lawrence the survey oy, tegan his work in March 1835, and conclu- 
ded it in the same month of 1836, It is but just that I should observe, 
that this duty has been admirably performed, -and it is matter if not of 
surprise, at least of encomium, that so great a work should have been 
accomplished with so little trouble to the Collector, and so much real 
advantage to the settlen^ent officer. While the survey and measurement 
proceeded, Rae Manik Chimd was occupied with the investigation and 
d^ision of the Birt cases. His acquaintance with tlie pergunnah of 
which he had formerly the management as tehsildar, the full instructions 
and free advice of the Collector, and his own mode of proceeding enabled 
him to discharge this duty in a manner satisfactory to all parties. His 
proceedings are characterized by temper and good sense. At the same time 
Mr. Aimstrong and his Depuly disposed of the numerous cases of investi- 
gations of rent free holdings. I am not aware if my predecessor insti- 
tuted any minute inquiry into the condition and resources of the pergtui- 
nah or pot ; that duty devolved upon myself From January to May 
1836, I was thus engaged, moving from one part to another, prosecuting 
my researches in the various important sub-divisions of the pergunnah, 
commonly called tuppahs; and comparing my own acquired information 
with the very full and interesting details on record of three pergunnahs, 
its immediate neighbors, of which the detailed settlement had been 
recently made and sanctioned. The native deputy during March and 
April, proved of the greatest assistance to me in the compilation of the 
details condensed in the forms No. 2, and before I (juittod the pergunnah, 
this work was completed, the total amount of the new juma fixed, dis- 
tributed upon the tuppahs according to tlieir extent and character and 
publicly announced, and a considerable number of putteedaree cases ad- 
justed; they were, however, those which, by flic cxerci‘^e of a little exhor- 
tation, were principally decided by the people themselves. During the 
rains the remaining distribution of village jumas was effected, the formal 
<^ugRgemcnts were subscribed and all cases of 
are controversy and appeal disposed of, excepting 

several* to which much importance was attached, 
and which it was my own wish, and the people’s request, to have adjusted 
in the pergunnah. Accordingly at the conclusion of the rainy season, on 
my revisit, these disputes were decided, and by tlie middle of December 
the settlement proceedings and papers were drawn out and arranged. 
The tehsildaree arrangements for levying the new juma were put into 
operation ; the work in fact completed and ready for final report ; but in 
such case I could not then have had it in my power as now to state, that 
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the new and enormously increased jumaflias been in fiill collected, and 
brought to account, without a case or any kind of coercive 

measure, without opposition, without wd not only so, but with 

more punctuality than (with laft yealr’s eKueption)* baa been the case for 
the last ten years. 

4. Pei-gunnah Sulempoor Mujholee occupies the south east cor- 
ner of zillah Goru<^pocHr ; its form is irregular, 
Situation, character, cli* averaging about 28 miles from east to west, and 
20 from north to south ; it contains 56^ square 
miles ; is subdivided into 23 tuppahs and 1,441 tillages, with an average 
of 252 acres to each. It is bounded on the south by the rivers Gogra 
and Raptee, the last separating it from Chilopar, a lately settled pergiTn- 
nah, on tlie east by the similarly settled portion of pergunnah Silhut, a 
•remark applicable to pergunnah Shahjehanpoor its northern boundary 
and on the west by a fertile part of Zillah Samn. The face of the coun- 
try, except towards the northern part where an occasional ridge appears, 
is almost an uninterrupted level broken only by numerous long winding 
nullahs, large jheels, natural and ai-tidcial ponds, villages generally 
cheerful with picturesque, bamboo clumps, and broad and shady mangoe 
groves. Its climate is decidedly good ; it has long been in repute. The 
surveyor and his people were at field work in July, and again in Septem- 
ber, but had no sickness. Free from tlie forest, of which a very small 
portion indeed alone remains to^bow what mq^ have been the labour of 
clearance of a large portion which was once covered by it, it is notwith- 
standing sufficiently well wooded. The periodical rains fall heavy, 
but the superfluous water is soon carried off by the nullahs and tanks. 
The village home-steads are universally nio“’e neat and clean than I have 
generally observed in other parts of the country. The houses are almost 
always tiled, and their appearance comfortable. It has been remarked that 
in this pergunnah, there are few or no instances of mendicants and idiots 
or of goitre disease, in contradistinction to the pergunnah of Sidhooa 
Jobna, more to the north, where the traveller in one day could scarcely 
avoitl meeting one or other or perhaps all of those cases. The population, 
by a rough estimate of the surveyor, is rated at 1,49,000, which is about 
203 per square mile, giving 24 acres of area, and about U of cultivation 
to each individual. By. my own census, carefully taken, the population is 
fixed at 1,70,000 and I am inclined to think this is nearer the mark. The 
Moossulman inhabitants are singularly few in 
number; the strength of the population is in 
Rajpoots, Brahmins and Aheers, hut almost 
every caste is to be found, and generally in the same village, there being 
without reference to extent or prosperity, in most instances, one or more 
families of Chumars, Buhrs, Bunneeabs, Kamkurs, Quoeries, and Koor- 
laees. 


Moos.siilman8, ... 
Hindoos, 


9,000 

1,70,000 
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5. There is a very remarkable diversity in the character, and capa- 
bilities of the tuppah sub-divisions of this per- 

Conditiou and products. , u i tv o i 

gunnah. Tuppahs Bulya, Dont, Sulempoor 
Mel, Raepooreh, Kupurwar and Sumogur on the banks of the river 
Gogra and Raptee are almost beyond comparison richer than the 
others. This may be accounted for in more ways than one. Their prox- 
imity to fine and navigable rivers induced their first clearance from 
the waste. The principal thoroughfare passess through them. The vil- 
lages are evidently of old establishment ; the cultivated land bears evi- 
dence of long continued and attentive tillage. The markets most thriv- 
ing and of longest standing are here. I have no doubt of the truth of the 
general assertion that this line of country was in reality so much of the 
whole pergunnah as was generally known and possessed a public char- 
acter, before our rule. In the contests between the Rajas and the 
ami I, the latter deprived the former nominally of the whole pergunnah 
management ; but in reality they took pains to make the exclusion 
effective as far as these portions were concerned. The old records 
shew many instances of direct engagements having been taken from 
the resident village holders generally otherwise considered subordi- 
nate to the Raj in these tuppahs ; in the others they are very rare. 
Doubtless where the controlling authority in their revenue administration 
often wavered between a system of single individual responsibility, or of 
several engagements, the effect was to produce competition between the 
Raja on the one hand, and the village holders on the other, the result 
of course proving an increase to the exchequer. This accounts for the 
generally speaking, high, in some instances too high, assessment, which, 
since the cession, has been laid upon, and realized from estates in these 
tuppahs. I shall have occasion presently to explain more fully on this 
point ; meanwhile I cannot but make the remark that in almost every 
instance of full assessment throughout this line of the pergunnah, the vil- 
lage will be found to be populous, the cultivation attended to with else- 
where unusual pains, and in fact the most made of the estate. Besides the 
soil of these tuppahs is the best — Dorus may be considered to be the basis 
of the pergunnah soil, occasionally, and here generally, running into 
MuttMar elsewhere by too great a mixture of sand degenerating into 
Bulooa. The lands here principally Bmijur (silicious) yield in the 
khureef harvest, rice of kinds, pulses of sorts, Indian corn and vetches ; 
in the rubbee, wheat, barley, gram, urhur and sugar-cane. Here too 
the poppy thrives and indigo to the limited extent of its growth which is 
not popular. The second line of the pergunnah, embracing the central 
tuppahs, from Neion the west to Sohunpoorah and Bilon east, have their 
distinct features and hold both by position and character an intermediate 
place betwixt the richer southern, and poorer northern sub-divisions. 
Throughout this line, but more especially in tuppahs Sohunpoorah, Bilon, 
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Ooutman, part of Huwelee and Gohtee, the soil is mostly the argilaceous 
clay called Bhat which has the same varieties as Bunjur lands but is 
generally weaker and poorer, not needing irrigation, giving inferior crops 
and requiring occasionally to lie fallow. Its principal khnreef products 
are ginger^ turmeric, a little cotton, and as the rubbee, wheat, barley 
and oil plants. The last line of the pergunnah or the more northern 
tuppahs are of the same description, except that as they have been little 
known, they have been little attended to. The Government assessment 
has been so absurdly light, that there has been wanting a wholesome 
stimulus to the improvement of land. The great labor of forest clearance 
overcome, the people have sat themselves down to the easiest mode of 
tillage, and to keep an unnecessary extent of pasture ground. There 
is, too, still plenty of land to be reclaimed ; a patch or two of the old 
enemy^ the forest, still to be cleared, and, though it cannot be denied 
that the soil is greatly inferior to that of the southern line, it can be well 
asserted that the materials by which agriculture is there fostered are 
here sadly wanted, viz., labour and attention. I never saw a single 
instance of the use of manure in this line of tuppahs ; except in the 
immediate vicinity of the home-stead upon small parcels of land prepar- 
ing for the poppy, sugar-cane and esculents, I very rarely observed it 
employed in the central line. To the south particularly where the vil- 
lage had to pay a high assessment, I only observe its general use, toge- 
ther with that careful and r^ated ploughing, patient cleansing 
and bruising which is characteristic of the agriculture in the adjoining 
district of Azimgurh. Through all these lines of country there are 
ample means of irrigation from tanks, jheels and wells. Except in the 
Bhat land which do not need it, irrigation is extensively practised. 
To the south the Deoree or Beoree (sling baskets), worked by two men, 
is most common. The water by them is raised over stages of four feet 
from jheels and nullahs lying often as many as three, foiu', five tiers 
below the land requiring to be irrigated. One set of baskets well v/orked 
throughout the day, and as is often the case, during great part of ' the 
night, will water an acre and more, but it is laborious work, and it is ne- 
cessary to keep up an extra party beyond the number of baskets at work 
to give occasional relief. The Dheokal or lever prevails in other parts, 
which worked by one man perhaps succeeds in irrigating rather less 
than half an acre by the day. From the pucka wells, which abound all 
over the pergunnah, — their usual size being from 5 to 7 feet in gii’th, built 
with pucka bricks and mud, costing about 40 rupees and lasting 20 years, 
— the Moth and a pair of bullocks are occasionally made to irrigate about 
half an acre per diem, and by this means perhaps about 7 or 8 acres of 
land are kept well watered during the season. 

6. Bounded as Sulempoor Mujholee is by the rivcm Raptee and 
Resources, income, outgoings. Gogra, navigable all the year round, inter- 



448 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF GORUCKPOOR. 


seeled by the Chotee Gunduk river which is capable of receiving all 
kinds of river craft several months in the year, with good roads to its 
rivers and its ghte, with a well distributed population, a good soil, a 
good climate, and many facilities of improvement, by no means 
remote from and possessing easy means of intercommunication with 
the great markets on the Ganges, it is singular that its natural 
advantages should have been so little improved. The hitherto light as- 
sessment, excepting as relates to the southward, and the absence of da- 
ring speculators, has probably led to the spirit of enterprize being little 
encouraged. Yet enough has been shown by beginnings to warrant as- 
surance of great internal and external improvement, upon the conclu- 
sion of doubts and questions as to the State’s demand. In the pergun- 
nah there is no trmie or manufxcture worthy of mention ; a few coarse 
cloths are made, twine is spun, ploughs and carts are constructed for 
home use. I doubt if there are 200 of the latter in the whole pergun- 
uah, the traffic being principally carried on pack bullocks. But the ex- 
port trade is not contemptible and is of much promise. From Burlmj, at 
the junction of the Baptee with the Gogra, there is a very considerable 
exportation of grain. Though a good deal of this is the produce of the 
northern pergunnahs, many thousand maunds are from home growth. 
The grain merchants and buneeas, tlie wholesale and I’etail dealers at 
Burhuj and Bhagulpoor, have extensive dealings with Dinapoor and 
Benares ; on the former place I could at»uny time have got (if I had re- 
(juired) a good draft for a thousand or even fifteen hundred rupees. The 
traffic, too, on the little Gunduk is by no means so small as has been 
generally supposed. From Karondee in tuppah Kuchwar, Mujholee 
Khas, and Beronan almost at the junction with the Gogra, a great 
deal of quiet export is effected of grain, wheat and rice, which also goes 
to the Dinapoor and Patna markets. Some of the finer sorts of wood 
loaded in boats quit the district by this route, though of course the great 
drifts are by the Raptee and Gogra. Lar, a very fine estate in tup- 
pah Bulya, has a traffic with Nepal in musk, copper vessels, hill steel, 
cows-tail chowries, and Bootwul pyce. Sumogur, Kupurwar, Puny an, 
Sulempoor and Khurolee in the southern line ; Sohunpoorah Bhurgoree, 
Khampar, Bilwa, Khookhondoo and Lungra in the central ; Kurondee 
and Deorya (the site of the thanah) in the northern line, are grain 
markets of note. In perhaps fifty other estates there are resident pro- 
fessional buneeas, that is, who are not cultivators as well as buneeas, 
but the people chiefly depend upon the periodical hats or markets held 
all over the pergunnah where much business is carried on by barter, raw 
tobacco exchanged for grain, raw cotton for twisted threads, and home 
products for cloths and other wrought goods, which mostly come from the 
Ghazeepoor and Azimgurh districts. There are not many village bank- 
ers. I could find but 38 the maximum of whose yearly dealings might 
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]ye 20,000 Es., and the minimum 2,000. I of course allude to the people 
who have almost exclusively money transactions with the zemindars and 
other residents in the pergunnah. The majority of this useful class of 
men are seldom to be found in our Courts of law. The good faith of 
the people is proverbial. The simple duress upon defaulters, which is 
almost always found effectual, is the silent or noisy Importunities of de- 
puted Brahmins. The banker family of most note, (how they came to 
settle here some 30 or 40 years back is curious,) is from Canoongo in 
the Dooab. There is no mistaking their btisiness-like habits, active 
shrewdness, witty impudence, and uncommon tact in attaining popula- 
Beegahs. rity. The seven indigo concerns in 
this pergunnah I note in the margin^ 
1,600 with the estimated quantity of land 
in beegahs taken up by each. 'Ex- 
cept Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 the concerns 
were all closed last year. The sup- 
posed favourable reaction in the indigo market, has reinduced specula- 
tion, but of so limited a character, that I cannot think it will have any 
marked effect upon the condition of the pergunnah, more especially as 
the cultivation is decidedly unpopular, and it has two formidable oppo- 
nents which come now in order of notice ; 1st. the poppy. The quantity 
of opium produced in Sulempoor Mujholee, is enormous. To all in- 
tents there has been no necessity^ for remitting the land revenue after 
collection from the pergunnah. It might have stayed in the tehsildaree 
since the advances and final payments for this produce have long very 
much exceeded in figure all the fixed demand of land revenue and sur- 
plus collections. It will be interesting and useful to note the remarka- 
ble progress which has been made in the cultivation of the poppy and 
produce of the drug. 


Years. 

Cultivation. 

Produce. 

Advances. 

Final 

payments. 

Total. 

1 

1832/33, ... 

Beegahs. 

4,022 

Maunds. 

639 

Rupees. 

36,198 

Rupees. 

56,513 

Rupees. 

92,711 

1833/34, ... 

4,655 

711 

40,994 

62,208 

1,03,202 

1834/35, ... 

4,902 

830 

44,127 

76,246 

1,20,373 

1835/36, ... 

6,264 

805 

47,385 

69,895 

1,17,280 

1836/37, ... 

6,402 

1,220 

52,000 

1,25,000 

1,77,000 


Let it be noted that ten years ago the cultivation was 2,209 beegahs, 
the produce 274 mds., and the money paid Es. 39,825 — while the culti- 

Vol. II. 57 


2 Kurondee; 

3 Goura, 

4 Koormota, 

6 Gurhwa, 

6 Tieloya, ... 

7 RamBoor,... 
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vation has about trebled, the produce has rather more than quadrupled* 
This in regard to profits speaks intelligibly. In fact, the pains taken by 
the opium agent at Qliazeepoor, ably assisted by the late Mr. Armstrong 
to secure to the cultivators their dues; the liberal rewards held out to the 
employees of the agency, and the improved experience of the ryots in the 
extraction of the drug, have given a very decided impulse to this Govern- 
ment speculation, which is likely to be enhanced by the establishment of 
another factory, and the permanent location of a sub-deputy agent in 
the pergunnah. The second opponent to indigo, and a promising com- 
petitor with the poppy, is the sugar-cane. Hitherto much has not been 
grown ; why I know not. But it has made a marvellous stride in a 
single season ; since the equalization of the duties in England, one of the 
Calcutta houses of agency has authorized a gentleman resident in 
the neighbourhood, to purchase native refined sugar to a very large 
extent. The certificates I have signed shew that this pergunnah has not 
been idle, and indeed the change which appeared in the face of the coun- 
try on my return to it after the last rainy season, spoke for itself. 
The sugar-cane, rising almost every where, had introduced a novel fea- 
ture in the aspect of the pergunnah. I cannot put down the increase of 
its cultivation. The institution of inquiries with the object of ascertaining 
this point, would, as the new settlement was in full operation, have creat- 
ed suspicion, and spoiled confidence ; I therefore abstained, but enough 
has, I trust, been shewn, in regard to the existing capabilities, and open- 
ing resources of this pergunnah, to remove the legitimate apprehension 
which must arise when the States' demand has been rapidly and very 
considerably enhanced. Of two lakhs and quarter of land revenue by 
this settlement fixed to come into the treasury, full a lakh and three 
quarters must go back whence it came for the 

CuItivatedareaacreB, 2,11 ,000 produce of the fiftieth part of the cultivated 
Poppy cultivation acres, 4, 200 ^ t i • i t i 

area of the pergunnah. I think I need not add 
more to prove the certainty of a regular and salutary reflux of the cir- 
culating medium. 

7. It seems paradoxical to commence the explanation of a consi- 
derable increase over the last assessment by 

The a8.^ssmcnt, compara- . i i i i • i 

tive increase and decrease, stating there has been a decrease, in several 

its principle and application, ; such is the case. In 188 villages, 

of which the aggregate former juraa was 25,391 Rs., the new juma 
fixed at 18,735 Rs., admits a decrease of 6,656 Rs. This diminution 
occurs almost entirely in the tuppahs on the southern line. In some 
instances, the late assessment was obviously excessive. In others, by a divi- 
sion of property, two estates had been created from one. The new name 
assigned to the off-shoot, was not on official record; the old one was regis- 
tered with a burden of which it really only undertook a part. In a few 
cases malevolence or cupidity had induced the Raja to include in this 
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talooqua zemindaree estates by bidding at the last settlement a juma 
which the estates could never pay. The settlement officer was deceived, 
the zemindars fixed tlieir own juma, kept possession, paid neither more 
nor less, and the Raja has enjoyed the privilege of paying the difference. 
The increase of the settlement is not merely the augmentation of the 
late juma of settled villages, but from large new properties having been 
brought on the assessment roll;- 170 towfeer,' nankar, and rent free 
tenures resumed, give a clear gain of 24,676 Rs. Before adverting to 
the principle upon which the assessment has been fixed, I must briefly 
notice the tuppah sub-divisions, and the reason of their recognition. 
These tuppahs are coloured in the map exactly as they were found. It 
will be remarked that they are, with a few exceptions scarce worthy of 
notice, conterminous. There is abundant evidence to shew that they are 
^oient. Petitions, and documents of all kinds, almost invariably give the 
tuppall. Men of note or respectability are pointed out with reference to 
the influence they possess in the tuppah where they reside. These sub- 
divisions are more natural than artificial, and appear to me to have origi- 
nated more from the marked features and distinct peculiarities of certain 
tracts, than from convenience of reference. In so very large and irregu- 
lar an extent of country, as is comprized within the limits of pergun- 
nah Sulempoor Mujholee, general uniformity of character could not be 
expected. Inquiry and observation have shown that, instead of general 
similitude, there are very peculiar varieties. In fixing the whole per- 
gunnah assessment, I had to bear in mind the necessity of an equitable 
relation being maintained between it and that of Chilopar, Silhut and 
Shahjehanpore, all three bordering pergunnahs, of which an elaborate 
revision of settlement had been made, and approved, and between which 
and this pergunnah there was no such uncommon diversity as to warrant 
a gi’eat difference in the rate of assessment. The ample and well ar- 
ranged evidence of these settlements admitted ready comparison with the 
full and accurate details compiled by the surveyor, and verified bv my 
own researches. Following the steps of my predecessors and guided 
by the conclusions to which they arrived, the soundness of which subse- 
quent experience has made manifest, I found no difficulty in fixing an 
aggregate juma for the whole pergunnah. That having been decided, 
the second step was its equitable distribution upon the tuppahs, and 
lastly the similar distribution of the tuppahs' juma thus obtained upon 
their component villages. These sub-divisions were first classed accord- 
ing to character and capabilities, and the three lines which you will ob- 
serve I constantly allude to, viz., the southern, the central and the nor- 
thern, were established after very careful investigation and upon evidence 
most satisfactory. The result is that the central line pays at the average 
pergunnah rate, the rich southern tuppahs paying higher, the poor nortL 
ern tuppahs paying lower than that rate. In distributing each tuppah 
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juma over its villages, attention was paid to the peculiar circumstances 
of each, the distribution made from the statistical returns, particular 
inquiries, and other accumulated evidence was finally discussed with all 
or as many of the tuppah residents, as could attend. After getting over 
the first difficulty which arose from every man wishing to ride light by 
putting weight on his neighbour, I found the people willing to discuss 
my terms in the mass, dnd improve them in detail, with very great 
fairness, and I cannot but think they must upon the whole have given 
satisfaction, seeing there is not one single recusant, no case of transfer 
in farm, and only two appeals against the juma imposed, both of which 
have been negatived. 

* 8. I found full two-thirds of the pergunnah registered in zemin- 

daree to the Raja of Mujholee and his family 
Tenures. connexions. Besides several estates recorded 

in farm to the canoongoes of which the old zemindars retained pos- 
session paying, through the nominal farmer, the registered juma after 
deducting these rent free and towfeer estates of course not on the late 
roll, the number of independent zemindarees appeared limited. The 
settlement investigations however increased their number. The farms 
were soon swept off. The zemindaree estates fraudulently included within 
the Raja’s talooqua, but of which the owners retained undisputed posses- 
sion, went out of the list as a matter of course. The rent free resumed 
tenures were in almost every case held by the zemindars without opposi- 
tion. Either the late rent free holders and zemindars were one and the 
same, or, as in some instances, the recorded maafeedar had neither visi- 
,ted nor derived a fraction of emolument from the estate for years. The 
towfeer villages were almost always offshoots separated from the parent 
estate for convenience sake. I need not enter into a dissertation of the 
Birt tenure. Ample discussion and most patient exposition has set it at 
rest. The Mujholee Birt tenures are of simple and in the main undisput- 
ed character. In the course of their investigation they were mostly 
acknowledged by the talooqdars because denial Would have been useless, 
and in controverted cases, the Birtiya most generally proved his claim. 
In the nine talooquas of the pergunnah comprizing 829 estates, 698 of 
that number have passed to the Birtiyas, and the settlement has been 
made with them precisely on the same footing as independent zemindars, 
except their paying 20 per cent, on the Government juma as malikana 
to the talooqdar. The result will best appear in a tabular form which 
I herewith annex. The cases of Birt, not liable to pay malikana, are 
of course not inserted. 
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Talooqua. 

No. of Villages. 

Birt. 

Juma. 

Malikana. 

Total. 

Khalsah. 

J uma. 

Raj • 

.. Mujholee, 

582 

514 

81,127 

16,192 

97,319 

68 

16,884 

Talooqua Kuchwar, 

97 

78 

9, -823 

1,965 

11,788 

19 

4,323 

n 

Beronan, . 

40 

32 

3,153 

630 

3,783 

8 

1,407 

>> 

Burseepar, ... 

43 

32 

2,893 

558 

3,451 

11 

1,673 

>) 

• 

Khironyafi, ... 

9 

7 

962 

192 

1,154 

2 

378 

}) 

Bureha, 

9 

7 

780 

156 

936 

2 

250 

j; 

Khampar, 

6 

2 

•189 

38 

227 

4 

1,550 

)) 

Bhungaree, ... 

5 

1 

115 

23 

138 

4 

i 1,346 


Miscellaneous,.. 

3^ 

25 

2,475 

435 

2,910 

13 

3,559 


9 

829 

698 

1,01,517 

20,189 

1,21,706 

131 

31,370 


As the Birtiyas in all cases pay both juma and malikana direct 
at the telisildarec, they are of course rendered independent, and the 
talooqdars are saved the trouble of paying all their rated assess- 
ment, as the malikana is credited to thek; account and they have 
only to make good the difference between the Birt and independent 
zemindaree holdings. In reference to sharers and sharers I could discern 
no difference, and tliey were therefore treated alike, that is, the same 
pains were taken with registering tlie sharers, and deciding the disputes 
of both classes. Tlie prevailing tenure and economy of management is 
remarkably simple. In most instances, asameewar collections defray 
the asses.sinent, and often the expenses, leaving a surplus, which is 
divided according to the shares regulated by the laws of inheritance. 
Each sharer has his seer or, as it is called, his zeraiity and where a re sident, 
and with a little capital, he undertakes a portion himself, and rents the 
remainder to the ryots, who for other lands pay to the common stock, or 
if a non-resident and a poor man, lets out all, receiving however in such 
case a moiety of the produce. Instiinces of Butaee payment are not 
common ; they are almost exclusively confined to these cases. The Azim- 
gwrh tenure of the })ex!ghadam I have found only in two or three vil- 
hi^es. Ihe principal disputes, and those mos^ifficult of adjustment, I 
ound in estates the holders of wliich have family connexions in the ad- 






454 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OP GORUCKPOOR. 


joining zillah of Sarun. As may be supposed, the branches of the 
parent stock which had settled there, found it convenient to try and force 
their claim to be recognized as sharers in the properties here. The 
talooqdars, when they wished to annoy a refractory Birtiya, usually em- 
ployed the agency of a Sarun connexion. These cases were of course 
decided strictly with reference to the point of possession. In drawing up 
the new engagements with more or less trouble, I induced the people to 
select their own managers. In their names the settlement durkhast is 

filed, and in the supplement is particularized the 

* with the quota of each. 1*1 i • 1 i i 3 u* j 

severar shares, which the lumberdars bina 
themselves therein to hold inviolate ; whether Birt or zemindaree, the 
ffame rule has been observed io both cases. 

9. The putting the office of putwaree upon a respectable footing 

was a proper introduction before laying, down a 
Miscellaneous ari-angements. , , 1 • .* 1 

plan to preserve the cultivating classes from un- 
fair exaction. The village accountants are to be remunerated as in the 
other settled pergnnnahs with 6J per cent., on the gross collections. The 
native Deputy Collector obtained a vast heap of village papers, which in 
many cases were certainly authentic. They are classed and arranged 
with the settlement files. The several village putwarees have also been 
made to lodge three years papers in the tehsildaree, and except where 
the zemindans, agreeably to public notice, have filed others in amend- 
ment, these papers are to hold good in all controversies. The peo- 
ple have been invited in all new aiTangements for clearance of waste, &c. 
to record their mutual compacts in the tehsildaree. The arrangements 
denoted in the statement No. 5, have been carried into effect by the teh- 
sildar and thanahdar in concert. The contribution of 1 per cent, upon 
the Government juma for the repair of roads in lieu of compulsory labor, 
has been engaged for by the holders of all estates. To simplify accounts, 
and to prevent unnecessarily heavy duress upon defaulters, a mehalbun- 
dee statement of the pergunnah has been compiled. Holders of more 
than one village whether Birt or zemindaree — synonymous terms now that 
both pay direct to the tehsildaree, — are here allowed to be responsible 
for their holdings in the aggregate. This is an indulgence which ought to 
be granted where the villages are numerous, and saves besides to the 
tehsildaree officers a deal of unnecessary and minute calculation. 


Concluding remarks. 


10. The term of settlement is 20 years. The experiment of one 
season affords full hope that during the remain- 
der of the period the prosperity of the pergun- 
nah will increase and the realization of the yearly demand be safely 
effected without undue pressure upon the people. The increase of de- 
mand is great, but I hav^aithfully endeavoured in every case to impose 
an assessment fully moderate, and fairly equalized. The best agricultur 
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ists, the most respectable men in the pergunnah, belong to the class 
styled Birtiyas. Their new and amended position was unavoidable even 
if it were matter of objection, for in sanctioning their entering into open 
transactions with our native officers, we legahze what has been covertly 
and irregularly attempted for years. The present Raja of Mujholee is a 
minor ; the other talooqdars, without a solitary exception, are men either 
of bad, or of no character, who have long had no personal controul over 
these people, and have been compelled to employ the agency of the 
tehsildar and his myrmidons in realizing their stipulated or asserted 
dues. The settlement of these men’s position has had no inconsid- 
erable good effect in improving the country. I hasten to notice 
what T consider urgently required to consolidate that improvement. • 


m 

Tobsildar, 

100 

Peshkar, 

15 

2nd moliurrir, 

10 

3rd do 

10 

Tebveeldar, 

, 15 

3 canoongoes @ 15 .. 

. 45 


195 


It is a more pure administration. Let it be considered that the 
establishment noted in the margin* has now to 
look after two pergunnahs, this and Chilopar, 
now both settled, whose aggregate juma is Rs. 
2,53,000. In the course of my settlement in- 
vestigations I have been quite appalled by the 
enormous sums paid by the people, under that 
ominous heading hhurchah and nuzuranah. 
Looking at the rate of salary awarded to the native officers, I cannot 
wonder that they thus make up for deficiencies. It is my earnest 
request that I may be permitted tf) submit a revised list of local estab- 
lishment, more especially as I have been so fortunate as to obtain in the 
tehsildar from the late Collector of Azimgurh, a native officer of charac- 
ter whom it is well worth while to remunerate in proportion to his charge 
and required services. The doubts and questions before the settlement 
are now terminated ; the people must now gradually decrease their ex- 
penses, and, to enhance existing profits, must look to new fields of exer- 
tion. If those to whom we owe the clearance of a large tract of country, 
its conversion from the waste to smiling villages and fertile fields, whose 
having but partially learnt the use of roads and rivers is more our fault 
than theirs, have no other claim upon us but one, it is, now that the as- 
sessment has attained its standard, the right they indisputably possess 
of being quit and free from making good to the servants of the State the 
deficiencies arising from inadequate salaries, and unequally remunerated 
; services. 

I have, &c., 

Goruckpoor 

E. A. READE, 


COLLECTORSHIP, 

The 29th July, 1837, 


Collector. 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 


PERGUNNAH SILHUT. 


To E. P. SMITH, Esq., 

Offg. Gonmmionw of Revenue Uh Division. 

■ Sir, 

• I have the Iionor to submit the prescribed statemente of the 

•Ab«tract'«tatr,„e„tNo.m “ettlooeiit of perguunah Silhut noted 

1 ) 0 . * do. „ IV m the margin * The survey plans No. I and 

mp. ’’ htafcments No. II, bound up each in two 

volumes, have been lodged in the Collector’s 

oince. 

2. The village boundaries were set up by Rae Manick Chund, the 

The survey. Deputy Collector, Mr. Chester 

and myself in the latter months of 1836. Al- 
most contemporaneously with our taking the field. Captain H M Law- 
rence introduced his partks, and the work was completed with that 
officers usual ability and de.spatch. As some portions of thepergunnah 
had been previously settled under Regulation VII of 1822, and tL rule 
of dispensing with the professional interiors of villages already settled 
had been mtroduced, time, expense and trouble were savciJ by the survevor 
and his people being exempted from what was before superfluous labor.’ 

3. Pergunnah Silhut which apparently takes its name from an 

Ti.epergu„n,rh,itsporftion tuppah Nugwan Teekur, on- 

and pecuhaiitien. gnally belonged to the metropolitan pergunnah 

1 wherefrom it was separat- 

ed about the commencement of the 11th Fuslee century, and has dnee 
remained distinct. In form it is long and irregular boi.uL T 
west and north by Huwelee, from which it is separated bv tfe U ^ 
ou the east and part south by perfrunnahq if ^ Mujna, 

ta, i. i. Sir ““"'r'®' 

With a little exception, and on the south and nart 

R.^ ri..,,. ,4., di,.,,, of .rrCiri“‘ 

one village on its right bank, Thb peigannah eo 7^ ^ thrown 
*. L conterminous 

• 1 Bunchura. tuppahs which I note in the margin* for sake of 

6 Cheoniha. ^hich elsewhere obtain in fbo 

«. dinriet alrrbe'.Xi' 
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They assist the comprehension of the remarkable 
and very perplexing varieties of feature and charac- 
ter which pervade this pergunnah, wherein it cannot 
really be said that, except perhaps as to general 
inferiority compared with circutnjacent divisions 
of the country, one single point of resemblance 
universally prevails. A glance at the map will 
suffice to convince, that the northern and southern portions must differ 
much in character, but it is rather bewildering to find in remarkable 
vicinity truth in the objections that here all is swamp tliere all is jungle, 
and beyond all is sand. Yet this can be observed not only in tlie same 
pergunnah but the same tuppah. In Nugwan Teekur part of the coin^ 
try is so completely overflowed that, during the rainy season, it is one 
sheet of water interspersed with slight elevations above it occupied by 
village? ; another part is high poor forest land, and another part is a dry 
table land. The best distinctions I can make, and these are imperfect 
from the number of exceptions, arc 1st, so much of Nugwan Teekur as 
lies between the forest and the Raptee, — this is low uneven land, liable 
to inundation, and in no season ever dry. 2nd. The remainder of Nug- 
wan Teekur, Dhutora, Aendopoor, Bcnaik, and part of Bunchura, — this 
is either dense forest or tracts of land intermixed with jungle, the soil 
generally of poor quality, light, and requiring but scantily possessing 
means of iirigation, thinly inhabited and not healthy, flrd. The central 
parts of the pergunnah comparatively free from the forest and with 
soil of amended character, comprizing Sirjum, Churyaon, Kutoura and 
Bukhrah ; and 4th so much of Silliut as lies east of the Roorna, which, 
it will be observed, runs nearly to the northern boundary, comprizing 
Mudnnpoor, Goura, Burnee, Idrakpoor, Dont, Puharpoor, Cheoruha, 
and Singhpoor, of which it may be remarked that they have been 
longer tilled ; that the soil, tliough hero too exceptions are remarkable, 
is the best in the pergunnah ami that the climate is tolerably good. 
This IS, I hope, an intelligible, at all events it is the best distribution 
I can make of the pergunnah. 1 can only improve it by shewing its im- 
perfection. In the first lot though there is much sand close to the 
river, there is occasionally further inward to be found a good clay soil, 
and good wheat and barley crops arc raised thereon, but sugar-cane is 
unknown. In the 2nd there are occasional!}^ to be found tanks, and where 
those are, the vicinity is much beyond the average. In the flrd and 4tli 
where, as to quality of soil, there is not in the main between tlie two divi- 
sions any remarkable variety, the surface of the country is occasionally 
broken into unthilations whicli are more ornamental to the landscape 
than profitable to the husbandman. These j-idges are, for the most part, im- 
practicable sand hills, near to which, that is in the vale below, may per- 
haps be found in one village a tenacious clay, in another a light sand 

Vol. 11. 58 


8 Cburf‘aou. 

9 Idrakpoor. 

10 Dont. 

11 Sir jam. 

12 Aendopoor. 

IS Bnniee. 

14 Goura. 

15 Dhutora. 

16 Muddunpoor. 

17 Nugwan Teekur. 



458 


REPORT OK THE DISTRICT OF GORUCKPOOH 


requiring' constant irrigation to produce a crop, and in its nature obnoxious 
to the improvement of means of irrigati«^n by being unfit for the making oi 
bricks for pucka wells, and from cutclia wells falling in almost as soon 
as made. Pergunnah Sillmt in short is to be considered irregular in form 
abounding with numerous and constant varieties of character, but pos- 
sessing a poor soil compared with that of neighboring pergnnnahs. 

Silhut lias long lieen very far and is still far behind the better ciil- 
Past atid present condition, tivated, more populoiis, richer and more healthy 
neighboring pergnnnahs Sh^elianpoor and Sulempoor Mujholee. 
That part of it which, prior to our rule, was not forest and a hunting 
field, was more than once the arena of conflict between contending 
Rajas. At the cession it was almost entirely waste; it had not recovered 
the shock of expulsion of old occupants and parcelling out among.st 
the adherents of tlie Raja of Sutasec, and the graspings of the latter 
when in power, or that of the amil when he was displaced* Since 
then till quite of late years part has been under the almost absolute ck>- 
mination of a R.aj whose ruling principle seems to liave been confwsion 
within and without ; part has been riddeir over rough shod by Baboo bretir- 
ren, contemners of authority and pc'ststo their neighbors, and pains seem 
to have been taken to complete its mismanagement. There is no police 
station and never was in pergunnah Silhut. The thanahs in whose 
jurisdiction it is comprised are all well within the limits of other pei'gun- 
nahs. It professedly belonged, till lately, to the huzoor tchsil at the sud- 
der station from which it is separated by the Raptcc swamps and the great 
forest. Its revenue appears to have been collected, not by the legitimate 
attendance of malgoozars with their payments at the treasury, but by 
the deputation of pillaging and unrestrained canoongoes, who have in the 
course of their tour gorged as much as on return they have made good to 
their employers. Besides the evils arising from the mismanage rm}nt of 
the Raj Sutasee, for which it was necessary to devise a special remedy, the 
monstrous claim of Hidayat Alice for 500 estates in this district, which 
included a large portion of Silhut, hung over avS a cloud for years, and was 
only finally disposed of by the Court at Allahabad not long ago. It re- 
quired all the ability and the best exertion of a very able Magistrate to put 
down the turbulence of more than one of the Baboos, who as off-shoots of 
the Raj had assurance and, in the shade of their jungles, had confidence 
to oppress their neighbors ; they had long done so with impunity at 
their will. There was too the forest to be uprooted and cleared, and the 
wild beasts, which still. greatly abound, bringing witli them danger to the 
cultivator and destruction of his crop.s. It is quite of late years tliat 
Silhut has begun to improve, and certainly that improvement hjis been 
rapid. It is attributable to the admirable settlement of those portions 
which appertain to the Raj Sutasee, to which I shall presently allude, 
to the confidence thereby created elsewhere of equitable assessment 
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feeing imposed when its other parts came under revision, and to the intro- 
liuction of something like good administration. But still improvement 
has only begun, and years must elapse before pergunnah Silhut will bo 
able to attain to the standard of its neighbors. 

By the census taken at the present settlement of the whole per- 
Popuiation, products and ro- guimah, the population is ascertained to be 

* Hindoos, S8,S86. i which Consists of the two principal 

Moosaiinans, ... 6,905. classes as noted in the maigin.* This gives 162 
to the square mile, and nearly four a*res of area and IJ of cultivation 
to each individual. In the adjoining pergunnah of Sulempoor Mu- 
jholoe the population has been rated at 263 the square mile. The 
agriculture of Silhut is of inferior character and the ordinary croffe 
only are raised. There is so little sugar-cane that it can only be con- 
sidered an exception to the rule. In the khureef a great deal of 
rice ancl oord is grown, and the last is in fact a, pergunnah staple. Urhur 
i.s planted a good deal (though it does not much thrive) from its fer- 
tilizing the soil on which it stends by its falling leaves. Barley, peas and 
gram are the principal rubbee crops, but the exports, which are annually 
becoming more important, from the Mudunpoor market of Silhut pro- 
duce, consists of oorxl and Imrley. These take their way to Burhej, and 
together with the produce of the Sulempoor pergunnah, find a market in 
P.itna or Diuapoor. There is hope of the sugar-cane increasin'^ in 
Silhut, in its central tuppahs ; JiiUicrto injury from the depredation of 
animals from the forest, want ot moans of irrigation, inferior culture 
of the soil owing to the cultivator undertaking too great an c.xtent, and 
want of capital, has operated against its successful introduction. There 
as no indigo cultivation at all, though it h)xs been thought this plant would 
thrive on trial. Some years ago a Mr. Marley settled hiihself at Deotha 
in tuppah Bonailc, and energetically applied himself to the establish- 
ment of an indigo concern. It seems he gained good will, but after 
protracted trial the death ot his people and his own sickness compelled 
the speculation to be abandoned, and naught now remains but the wreck 
of a hou.se and one or two good puckah wells. The p>ppy culture too 
is so limited as to be scarcely worthy of notice, considering the great 
exertions which have been made to force this cultivation every where in 
this district, and that there is no record of the people opposing it from 
hostility. This fact is remarkable and furnishes an argument both against 
the general quality of village .soils, and against the antiquity of the 
present village homesteads, adjacent to which of long occupation, land 
is most valued for the poppy, and by some means or other generally 
obtained. Silhut has in Mudunpoor only one market of note; Roodr- 
poor once was, but seems to lie decaying. The former is the grain 
mart, and the only manufacture in the pergunnah, that of coarse cloth, 
K divided between those two places. To the north, Churyaon is improving 
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Former jukI pi oBcnt Villago 
Settleimjiit. 


* Tuppahs. 
Clieoniha, . 
Mudunpoor, . 
Biirnee, . . .. . 

i\en(loj)()or, 
Nngwan Teekur, 
J)iiutorah, ... 
Buiicliura^ 

Totiil, . . 


No. of Villages. 
11) 


VI 

28 

124 

26 

30 

274 


as a bazar, but it is not held daily, and hats or weekly markets are to 
be found in altogether only nine villages. The Dodliuath fair, however, 
at Rootlipoor, which takes place once a year, is very considerable. Bank- 
ers there are none who deserve the name ; of the eleven persons 
who in research have been discovered to have money dealings with their 
neighbors, the transactions of one only liave been stated to be as far 
as 5,000 rupees. I do not know of one brick house in Silhut except 
in Mudunpoor and Roodipoor, and in the latter, the seat of the Raja^ 
there is no encouragement to kade. The Raja himself lives in a ruin, 
is ruined with debt, and has no idea beyond the monomania of catching 
and gathering together wild elepliants from the forest. 

• The tuppalis noted in the margin,* with occasional exceptions of 
a few estites, were recorded to belong to the 
Raj Sutasee, whose talooqua consists of villages 
similarly scattered tlirougli otlicr pergunnahs of 
tliis district. The inability of the Raja to man- 
age bis atfairs led to his interests being placed 
under the Court of Wards, and the not by any 
means successful iidministration of that Court, 
followed by the perfect incompetence of the 
present Riija to maintain his position after his 
property had been released therefrom, together with the necessity of 
putting on a sensible and sound footing the interests of the under-tenants, 
eventually led to the special appointment of a functionary independent 
of the Collector for the revenue, magisterial and settlement administration 
of this property. Mr. E. Currie was vested with this office in 1830. 
Previously the introduction of the khnsrah survey which was commenced 
in this pergunnah, had boon assigned to me, then an assistant under the 
Collector, and from October 1821) till March 1830, I was engaged upon 
tuppali.s Chouruha and Burnee. Mr. Currie shortly after entered upon 
the duties of his office and completed the settlements of ^ill but Bunehnra. 
llis report of the s<ri.tlcmcnt of Cheoruha, Mudunpoor, Burnee and 
Aendopoor, dated 28t]i March 1832, and of Nugwan Teekur and Dhutorah, 
dated 25th Fc;by. 1833, have boon laid before Government and received 
confirmation, the former under date lOth May 1837, the latter dated 30th 
September 183G. J'lippah Bunchura was settled by one of Mr. E. Currie s 
successors, Mr. F. IStainforth, whose report is dated 4th February 1835, 
but this has not as yet been confirmed. The present settlement inchidcs 
those tuppahs which were not withm the circle of my predecessor’s 
investigation and certain villages, tals and such like, hardly worth assess- 
ing within the natural limits of their tuppahs not taken up by them. 
Tiiesc liave been settled by me according to the proce.'^s which, having 
fully explained in my settlement report of Sulempoor Mujholee, to detail 
bore woidd bo supcrlluous. The patient roscarcli and accurate judgment 
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of* Mr. E. Currie had previously decided satisfactorily to Govern incut, by 
whom his proceedings have been sanctioned, the rate of assessment to be 
imposed upon portions of this pergunnah. It was only necessary for me 
therefore to take care that the revised juma upon the other parts should, 
with due regard to comparative capabilities, bear an equitable relation 
with that which had been previously laid on. In a pergunnah, where, as 
I have above explained, there are peculiar varieties of feature^ occasional 
disparaties must be expected, but with reference to the not inconsiderable 
local knowledge acquired by me several years ago, revived and augmented 
by subsequent inquiries and the copious information recorded by an officer 
who had ample time and opportunity to perfect his knowledge, these, if 
requisite, can at once be explained. To No. IV a general supplement § 
has been added to facilitate comparison. Thus taking with Bunclmra, 
former^ settled, Singhpoor, Bukhrah, and Katoura, it will be seen that 
the rate of the latter is somewhat higher than tlio fonner. This is proper 
since they have been longer reclaimed. Singhpoor bears a higher rale on 
the cultivated area on account of its disproportionate quantity of recent 
waste. The assessment of tuppahs Puharpoor, Chuiyaon, Dont, Id- 
rakpoor, Sirjum and Goura, bear an equitable relation to that of the richer 
tuppali Cheoruha to the north and poorer Burnee to the south, imposed 
by Mr. E. Currie. Bcnaik is much the same as Aendopoor, and the 
assessment of .scattered villages has been made up on the same principle. 
I should add, however, that theo names in Dhutora, 8 in Aendopoor 
and 5 out of 7 in Nugwan Teekur, consist of the tals and patches of 
jungle which, though included in village boundaries, were left unassessed. 
Their assessment was in fact postponed tib the zemindars were able to 
undertake their clearance. The re.sult of the present village settlement, 
which came into operation during the past year, has been to give a 
profit to the State of Bs. 15 , 356 , the former juma being Bs. 5 , 261 , the 
present Bs. 20 , 620 . This sudden and enormous incrcfise which is fourfold, 
has come into the treasury without duress or default. It is attributable 
piincipally to the vast number of fictitious mafoes wliich abounded in this 
pergunnah and of which, when brought to trial, not one quarter were 
defended by the persons in possession. They were almost without excep- 
tion deserted villages at the cession, taken up by the old zemindars 
who paid the canoongoe a few rupees on their re-occupation to have 
them inserted in the register as rent free tenures. I am not going to de- 
fend the fraud, but it is undeniable that these rent free holdings and the 
revenue officer’s non-investigation*of them until just before the present 
settlement, have had very great effect in promoting the cultivation of the 
district ; they have acted as an encouragement to occupy and improve the 
wild parts of the country, and though hereby the zemindars have furtive- 
ly forestalled the advantages of long leases upon a light assessment, the 
Government now derive the full benefit of their labors and arc greater 
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gainers than if they had resumed long back and employed the machinety 

of clearing leases and graduated assessment 

The remarks above apply to the settlement of villages unquestion* 

„ , ably assessable. I am obliged to make this distinct 

Settlement of nankara. w 

tion because it is necessary to report, and to seek 

confirmation of the settlement of that which is brought on the regular 
pergunnah roll being permanent and unalterable for a term of years 
separately from that which involves previous experiment. Such is the 
jungle and that which depends upon the undecided question of assessment 
or otherwise ; such are the nankar villages of the Eaj Sutasee. The 
matter of these last may be explained at once. They are particularized 
III supplement 1st to No. IV and with other nankars in other pergun* 
nahs of Raj Sutasee, were left uuassessed both by Messrs. E. Currie and 
F. Stainforth. The latter officer in his final report of date 1st December 
1835, strongly recommended that, on account of the poverty and embar- 
rassments of the Raja, they should be held by him free of rent for the 
term ‘of his life. Mr. Commissioner Currie, on my inquiring the fate of 
this recommendation, directed a summary assessment of the villages to 
be fixed and reported, which was accordingly done, but I have not heard 
the result. On taking up the settlement of the remainder of Silhut, I 
found reason, having opportunities of acquiring information on the spot 
and better data than Mr. Stainforth’s papers, to revise the juma which 
had thus been summarily assumed and reported. Accordingly discre- 
pancies will be found between the juma proposed by me in the statement 
submitted 6tli April 1836 and now entered in the supplement 1st of No. 
IV. I request that the latter be allowed to stand in lieu of that exhibited 
in the former statement. In such case whether the nankar be allowed 
or resumed, this assessment sooner or later will come into operation, and 
its exhibit at present serves to shew what sacrifice will be made by the 
State if the Sutasee settlement officer’s application be approved. 

It is not necessary to explain at length what has been ordered in 
this matter throughout the district, It will suffice 
^ ^ ’ to say that little or nothing has been done in Silhut 

from clearing leases. I speak from actual observation from what the country 
was in 1829 and 1837. Tlie clearance has been very great, but this has 
been universally affected by the removal of jungle patches measured within 
the village limits. The clearing lease holders set to work on the forest 
have done little or nothing. The subject of the present 'remarks and of 
the supplement 2nd, is discernible oh the map being that large forest 
tract of Nugwan Teekur and Dhutorah which runs across the per- 
gunnah west and .east. Engagements were taken from a few in- 
dividuals upon the conditions then in vogue by Mr. E. Currie, and 
subsequently a few were filed in Mr. Stainforth s office. Nothing 
however has been done. Sickness drove away some ; sufficient pains 
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were not taken to define the limits of the several allotments ; quarrels 
arose and no progress was made. Mr. Stainforth’s lessees appear to 
have been mookhtars of the .cutcherry wIk) have done nothing, and 
now that the complement is not requisite, have retreated altogether. 
The grants, with one exception particularized in the supplement 2nd, 
have been marked off and distinctly assigned. Those individuals who 
took pottahs from Mr. E. Carrie, have been put in possession, and 
their pottahs have been revised according to the result of the present 
survey. They have all been made to eactend to the tenn of 20 years. 
I consider this necessary to ensure the object had in view, and experience 
has shewn that the old system of quinquennial clearing leases has prov- 
ed a miserable failure. The exception alluded to is what is called Noe 
6 Raja jungle. I have not settled this in farm, but in zemindaree 
tenure with the R-aja on these conditions ; to clear |th after deducting 
25 per cent, for waste in 5 years, a moiety in 10 years, and J in 15 years, 
otherwise the settlement to be null ; the Raja from the first year and all 
along to pay the equal annual juma of rupees 2,030. Having failed of 
obtaining offers to clear any part of the forest beyond the parcels 
marked out as above sUted, and despairing of any leaseholder, European 
or native, coming forward who' would undertake the whole, it appeared 
to me best to make the arrangement o-bove stated. This jungle 
running up to the residence of the Raja himself has so long and so 
decidedly been in, his possession, that to acknowledge his proprietary 
right in the event of his clearing it would, I think, be only equitable. It 
has been represented, that through his influence some people in Roodr- 
poor will take up small parcels, and help him to the fulfilment of his con- 
ditions. Some arrangement has been made with the Baboos of Aeiidopoor 
and Dhutora. Witli this object I have not included this tract in tlie 


estate on the regular towzee roll because the »arrangement is open 
to discussion. It should not be forgotten that all this jungle is a 
light soil, poor and, reclaimable with much labour, will not give 
much in return. A Mr. Adam to whom it was offered some years 
back, rejected it, and if this arrangement is not approved it must remain 
as it is, for the Raja will not take a clearing lease. This would be a 
great evil, for from this piece of the forest, animals issue which commit 
much depredation on the surrounding country, and the Government too 
must be content to lose Rs, 2,030 per annum, for in this case revenue is 
realizable from the first year, and the Raja himself prefers to undertake 
what at first is a dead loss to filing an engagement to pay a graduated 


assessment, because the present sense of loss is deemed a greater stimulant 
to endeavors to render the waste productive, than the prospect of future 
augmented liabilities. I think the arrangement worthy of sanction, but 
it is necessary that an affirmative or negative be given without loss of time 


I conclude my notic^^h^^ 


that there^s no^^ 
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any value in this tract. Tiie best trees have been cut down and sold; 
Inferior logs and firewood run down the Mujna, but this trade is very 
})etty. The jungle itself, as it stands, is of little value ; the ground when 
reclaimed does not promise to be fertile, but its clearance will add, by 
the diminution of contingent losses, to the value of an extensive 
neighbourhood. Its removal as a nuisance is most desired. 

In the supplement 3rd, besides the comparative result of my 
Concluding remarks. predecessor’s settlements and my own, will be 
observed the total revenue dirivable from Silhut, when the Raja’s 
nankars come under a.ssessment, and the jungle under clearance. In 
such case the original juina at the cession of Rupees 8,5 IG will 
have been raised to Rs. 57,222, a sevenfold increase. At present the 
pcrguimah roll exhibits the change noted in the margin,* and hereafter 

as the case may be, will be 
added the jurna* of the 
nankar villages. Thejuma 
leviable from the forest 
tracts and parcels is borne 
on the general district register of jungle Boreedee mehals. I submit 
this settlement for confirmation in the fullest assurance that the State has 
been allowed its full due, and that the people have not been overtaxed. 
A fourfold increase, and at once, is at first sight startling, but in the first 
place I am satisfied better administration has in reality only made it a 
twofold augmentation, and in the last the people have long been pre- 
pared for the assumption by Government of its right in many properties, 
wliere accident more than good policy, has kept it in abeyance. The 
settlements made by Mr. E. Currie, the guide to his successors, founded 
U]X)n most minute and matured investigation, have borne the test of time 
and comparison. Tl>ey put at rest the doubts of the agriculturists as to 
their position and tenure both in this pergunnah and elsewhere. I have 
endeavored to make mine as much as possible like his. The assessment 
has been fixed upon the same principlas with due attention to greater 
capabilities ; the tenures have been fully recorded and confirmed ; the 
rent rolls have been compiled, verified and circulated ; and the mode of 
administration particularized with care in the settlement proceedings. 
One year’s experiment has given reason to infer that the revenue will be 
realized without recourse to any kind of coercive measures. One gener- 
ally admitted and decided aid to the improvement of this pergunnah has 
been the establishment for the last two years, under the proposition sub- 
mitted by me and sanctioned by Government in 1836, of the tehsildaree 
of Silhut and Shajehanpoor. The presence of an office in a central spot 
near Miiwadea, tuppah Churyaon, and the existence of some respectabl 
authority in communication with the superior at the not easily accessible 
sudder station, has proved veiy beneficial. Business is not now delayed as 


Pa&t. Ra. Present. Rs. 

Prior sottlement, 21>,231 Prior revision, 29,231 

UuroviBtid, 5,2(i4 Prerent Do., 20,620 

Total, 34,495 Total, 49,^51 
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before ; payments are not left unaccounted for as before ; there is no de- 
putation of emissaries as before, and better checks upon both people and 
native officers^ than there were before. The present settlement requires 
no increase of establishment. The burden of taxation is not oppressive, 
and the people have* every where applied themselves vigorously to clear- 
ance and cultivation in order to restore the profits circumscribed by the 
enhancement of the State’s demand. I have had no difficulty in Silhut 
in establishing a committee' for, and finding individuals who will exert 
themselves in the improvement of the ppblic roads. Every thoroughfare 
has been divided into- convenient distances for supermtendence amongst 
respectable persons, and ere long I hope to^see regular contracts under- 
taken and fulfilled'. In conclusion I would suggest that the term of 
Messrs. Currie and Stainforth’s settlements im this pergunnoh be extended 
to the same' as of those now reported, and the* question of resumption, now 
or here^ter, of the Raja’s nankar villages and of the particular matter 
of the Raja’s jungle be decided soon ; the latter in particular ought not 
to be postponed. 

Goruckpoor, \ I have, &c., 

COLLECTORSHIP, > E. A. READE, 

The I9th July^ 1838. / Ccllector, 


Vol. II, 5 9. 
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xNo. 24l>. 

SKT'rLKMKXT HEPORT 


()!•’ 

PEIUHLXNAtl SIDHOOA JOBNA. 


To E R SMITH, Esq, 


Ojlty. Commissioner of Revenue olh Division, 


Sir, 


No. in 
, No. IV 
No. V 


I hav(‘ tli(‘ lionor to submit tlio prescribed sta-toincnts of the 
sottlemeuts of Sidliooa Jobna. Th(' 
survey plans No. I of the whole per- 
giiniKih and the statements No. TT 
of the villages settled by me under 
Kegiilatiori IX 1833, have been bound and arc lodged in my office. 

Prior to my joining this appointment, after the demise of the late Mr. 

Armstrong, Mr. As.sistant Trotter was deputed to 
set up the boiflidaries of villages, and from Octo- 


A l)sti n ct Htatomcnl, 
Ditto, Ditto, 
Police jaghirc, ,. 
Pcrguiinah iiuip, . 


The survey. 


ber 1835 till March folloAving I was cngagc^l in this work, aided by the 
tehsildar. Much of it required revision owing to contradictory orders 
having been issued from the same authority, and double land marks put 
up in consequence. Captain H. M. Lawrence, whose zeal and ability 
arc known, introduced his survey parties in February 1836, and in the 
following season, after Silhut had previously been disposed of, he brought 
his work to a close in April 1837. It was necessary to depute Mr. Ches- 
ter to rectify what remained of Mr. Trotter’s undefined boundaries and to 
render general assistance. I was occupied with this pergunnah and 
Silhut from February till the end of the rainy sc^ason of 1837, with only 
the interval taken up by my unavoidable engagements in the western 
pergunnahs, prior to the appointment of Mr. Chester as settlement 
officer of pergunnah Nugur. 

Sidhooa Jobna is the extreme eastern portion of this district. It is 
of great lengtlr and singular irregularity. It 
aritief miles long by 19 broad; 

contains 32 ttippahs, the arrangement of which 
being defective, required rectification, and possesses an area, by survey, of 
926 square miles. Tlie eastern boundary, dividing it from zillah Sarun, at 
the northern and southern points, is the great Gunduk itself, intermediately 
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one of the streamlets of that river. Its southern border is also a part of 
the same zillah and of perguimah Sulempoor Mujholee, South and 
west there is not a good natural line of demarcation from Shajehanpoor, 
but to the west the little Qunduk divides it from Huwelee and Tilpoor, 
which last is also its northern neighbour. The climate of Sidhooa Jobna 
till of late years has been of very bad repute. Its effects were perceptible 
in incredibly numerous cases of personal deformity, idiocy, and of the goi- 
tre, which last disease extended itself to cattle as well as man. Pestilential 
fevers and agues were also very prevalenti During the past eight years 
there has been a remarkable change for the better, and as that region is 
now only unhealthy, which is least cultivated and most thinly inhabited, 
this amelioration is attributable to the contemporaneous improvement of th(? 
face of the country by the influx of settlers from other districts, cultivation 
greatly ^increased and the rapid formation of many new villages. In this 
largo tract of country the varieties of feature might be expected to be 
great and numerous. The principal and most obvious distinction is be- 
tween the north-western and sou tli -eastern portions. To the verge of the 
latter section the country is populous and flourishing; to that of the for- 
mer it is poor and desolate. This is not solely attributable to the fact 
that the one has been longer reclaimed than the other, but also to re- 
markable distinctions in the nature of the soil. There are two well 
known soils in this perguunah called Bunjur and Bhat, the latter of two 
sorts. There is too a third, not so well known, called Dhoosee, Bunjur 
is a brown earth which requires irrigation, but with it, and a judicious 
variation of crops, it certainly yields a good harvest and is not easily ex- 
hausted. Bhat is a bad soil, in appearance chalky, retaining moisture 
througli all vicissitudes of weather, and therefore not requiring irrigation, 
easily impovciislied, and must in due course lie fallow. The sensible 
agriculturabhi diflerence betwixt the two is, that though the labor and 
expense of tillage of Bhat laud is very much less, the profit on Bunjur 
land is notwithstanding greater. Dhoosee is found in patches, through- 
out both of these sections of the pergunnah. It is an arid and sterile 
soil consisting of light and reddish sand with an admixture of loose earth, 
yielding, whatever may be the labour, a very poor crop, [iiul that only for 
the most part during the, rainy season. Upon the distinctions of 
it is needless to enter, but it must be borne in mind that in the Bunjur 
tuppahs, tliat is whore the Bunjur prevails, tlie Bltat is of a superior des- 
cription under the name of Chowrear or table land Bhat. The Choiuur 
Bhat, the inferior soil in the tujipalis wliore Bhat prevails, is the low marshy 
boil, which is little productive and in some places scarcely worth tillage. 
The Mujhar tuppalis, so called, as far as 1 can .-iscertain, from being inter- 
mediate of two large jungle tracts, consisting of Eufusra,, Nowgaownoa 
Chureegora and Baijscc are Chowur BJmi, and very inferior. Fiirthci* ilown 
tuppahs Choura, Rampoor Rogba and Ram poor Dhab are, the last two in 
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particular, together with Pirtheepoor, much the same, being principally 
Dlmm. Dhoreea Jogunee,— Huwelee-and Bank, are the Chowrear Bhat 
and flourishing tuppahs. This is the eastern side of Sidhooa Jobna west 
of the Juree nuddee to the parallel of -Jhunkol and Kusya. All south 
are good Bunjur tuppahs, and the north and west remainder over the line 
thus drawn has on the average a pretty equal proportion of the two 
principal soils above mentioned, though as near the great so near the little 
Gunduk, large discouraging patches of D/maee prevail. The face of the 
country, comparative fertility outof the question, is much the same ; numer- 
ous j heels and nullahs, innumerable bamboo clumps, and a prodigious pre- 
valence of mangoe groves meet the eye in every direction. By the census 
' taken .the population of Sidhooa Jobna has been 

PopuktioTi, products and ^ascertained to be 1,77,238 which gives about 191 

resources. . /. nr i 

in the square mile, llie proportion oi Moosul- 
inans to Hindoos as noted in the margin* is higher than obtains elsewhere, 
but the number of manufacturers is greater in 
Sidhooa Jobna than in the adjoining pergunnahs. 
If to the 114? square miles of jungle and waste 
leased out to clearers within the last few years we assign 7000, the 
population of the rest of the pergunnahs will average 220 the square 
mile. All the ordinary crops found throughout the country are produced 
in fiiir abundance, rice, turmeric, kodo, murwa perhaps were, but sugar- 
cane is certainly now the staple. The stride this has made since the 
equalization of the duties is surprising. Its growth always profitable in 
Bunjur lands lias been successfully extended to the better Bhat soil, 
though of course in regard to the latter the return is not so great ; but 
the fitncs.s of the land having been proved, extension will always keep 
pace with the demand. The increase of the sugar-cane has been principally 
to the north-west part, apparently because the poppy has, with almost 
e<]ually wonderl’ul progress, spread through the south-east portion. It is 
important in a hnancial point of view to note more particularly the 
extention of this cultivation and this can best be done by inspection of 
the returns for the past ten years as below (fractions omitted). 

Remarks. 


'l,54,7^n Hindoos. 
22,447 Moosulmans. 


Year. 

Cultivation: Produce 
Beegahs. ! Mauiids. 

1 Value paid 

I Rupees. 

123(3 

2,3.V1 

189 

27,40s 

1237 

3,251 

197 

28,552 

1238 

3,5 It) 

259 

37,601 

J239 

3,71(> 

37(3 

54,499 

1210 

1,180 

377 

54,654 

1241 


03.5 

77,543 

1232 

5,533 

588 

85,314 

1213 

1 t;,381 

(309 

88,305 

1211 

7,155 

730 

1,05,850 

i2ir> 

7,923 

8()7 

1,25,715 


Under a factory in per- 
> gunnah Shajehanpoor 
Hattuh. 


I Kotee established at 
1 therwa. 


Pu- 


Another Kotee established 
at Pirounah. 


An increase of a lakh of rupees in nine years in one pcrgimnah upon 
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this demoralizing drug I only note as a fact in regard to the prospectively 
sure and sufficient reflux of the circulating medium, though the State’s 
demand has been trebled. I am not able to state, with satisfaction to 
myself, the probable export of sugar, native refined, from Sidhooa Jobna. 
It cannot, I think, be under 16,000 maunds. There is but one considerable 
market on the Gunduk river but this has a very large trade. It is 
called Tewaree puttee, though the old bazar in that place has been 
deserted. The Raja’s committed oppressions, whereupon the Messrs. 
Finch, indigo planters and grantees of ♦very respectable character, es- 
tablished an opposition mart on their own lands close by in Turkoolha, 
and the result is that they have all the trade, which the Raja accelerated 
by forbidding all people going to Sahibgunj. The exports from this place* 
passing down the Gunduk to the markets on the Ganges are becoming year- 
ly more and more extensive and valuable. The Calcutta houses are this 
year purchasing native refined sugar for which there are 30 factories in 
Sidhooa Jobna. There is a fair trade also in saltpetre of which there are 
124 manufactories, and in that species of sacking called tat which gives 
employment and bread to a great number in the southern and eastern por- 
tion. To the northward and westward also there is a respectable manufac- 
ture of a very good cloth called Koktee. This is from a dull reddish 
Kuppas which grows successfully in this division of the pergunnah and 
is, I think, capable of great improvement. The texture is remarkably 
good, but I do not find that it is eiiported. There has been no particular 
demand for it, and what has been made has been applied to home con- 
sumption. 39 individuals subsist in Sidhooa Jobna by money dealings, 
but their transactions are limited, the busincs" being mostly in the hands 
of one of the wealthy bankers resident in Sarun. Indigo is grown ; Mr. 
Sym, a forest grantee, introduced it in his grant with tolerable success, 
and the Messrs. Finch at Bumbnowlee, tuppah Dhoreea, have been pros- 
perous. Thus it may be observed that Sidhooa Jobna has good natural 
resources, and that they are in progress of successful developement. 

What have been called above the north western and south eastern 

divisions may now with tolerable accuracy be 
Present settle- talooquas Pirouna and Bank Jogunee. 

These have both been settled by my prede- 
cessors. Talooqua Pirouna is the property of some Koormee Rais, 
whose ancestors, originally dependants of the Raj Mujholee, obtained a 
grant from the Raja and a footing in this pergunnah, which usurpation 
and voluntary transfers of those who were compelled to put some one 
greater than themselves between them and the ruling power, extended to 
a talooqua. This is divided equally between two branches, one of 
whom pays revenue and does not dreadfully mismanage the property, 
whereas the other is incompetent to do aught but quarrel. The Collec- 
bn', Mr. Armstrong, who settled this talooqua retained the former in 
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their position and made direct arrangements with tlieekadars and others 
of the villages belonging to the latter, with the object of securing the 
punctual realization of the revenue, as well as a certain provision for the 
talooqdars’ maintenance, and a surplus for gradual liquidation of their 
debts. This plan, the benevolent intention of which is obvious, was disal- 
lowed by orders of the Sudder Board of Revenue dated 21th August 1835, 
and there was no alternative but putting this l»rancli upon the same 
footing as the other. Mr. E. Thornton, under directions fi om the Com- 
missioner, carried it into effect and reported having done so in his letter 
dated 10th January 1836. Mr. Armstrong’s report of Pirouna, bears date 
18th Apiil 1834. The conhrmation of this settlement from Government 
•has not yet been received. The other taloo([na, Bank Jogunee, belongs 
to the Raja of Tamukwee, one of whose ancestors from the other side of 
the Gunduk founded it upon the two villages of Bank and Jogunee, pur- 
chased from some Boenhars ; of course, as might be expected, usurpation 
and tact swelled the originally small to the present large property, which 
consists of the best lands within reach, the poorer in the vicinity having 
been rejected. The settlement of this talooqua was made by Mr. 
Armstrong in conjunction with Mr. Edward Thornton whose report of 
date 19th January* 1836 has been approved by Mr. Carrie. The work 
that has devolved upon me relates to those paits of Sidhooa Jobna which 
were not undertaken by my predecessors. This I need liardly explain, 
docs not consist of a separate contermuious tract of country, but in point 
of fact of the spoils of other usurpers, and the poor in 'ermixed and scat- 
tered ostatas which none thought worth their while to include. I have 


no doubt of the truth of the general assertion that nine-tenths of this per- 
gunnali in bye-gone days, passed from the possession of the old occupants 
to strangers. The constitution of the chief talooqua above mentioned 
has been stated. That of the minor talooquas of Ramkolah Sankh,o- 
par, Bansgaon and Pirwiuq)ar, is the same. The Raja of Mujhol»} 
rewarded his best officers, who fought his battles with Raja Muddun 
Singh of Sidhooa Jobna, with grants in the conquered country, and a 
single village thus gained in process of time swallowed up its neigh- 
bours. The Sekhonee talooqua is a branch of tlie Rais of Pirouna, 
and doubtless was formed in the same wav. I note in the mar<^‘in^ 

the number of villages recorded as 
belonging to these talooquas, and 
the result is that, as far as meic 
registry went, in this very large tract 
of country there were only 109 villa- 
ges out of the clutches of some Raja 
or taloo({dar, and of these 7 out ot 
10 probably not worth absorption. It will be proper to insert here a 
table shewing how the tuppahs were effecic«] by this creation of pi'opcrtie-^ 


Talooqua llatnkola, 
Do. Saiikhopar, 
Bansgaon, . 
Virwurpar, 
Si'klioneo, 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


ToUil, 


Villages. 

101 

40 

ir>i 

6i> 

47 

413 
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T U P P A II . 

Talooqua 

Pirouna. 

Talooqua 

Baijk 

Jogunee. 

Present 

Settlement. 

Total. 

Jilitsurn, 

151 

0 

8 

159 

Nowgaon, 

0 

0 

33 

38 

Churecgora, 

14 

0 

18 

32 

Bansee, ... 

45 

• 0 

0 

45 

Pupoor, 

0 

0 

70 

70 

Dandopoor, 

37 

0 

24 

61 . 

(Jhoura, 

25 

0 

0 

25 

Gangranco, 

17 

0 

0 

17 

Pnkrco, 

16 

0 

0 • 

16 

Sandce, 

0 

0 

40 

40 

Pirwurpar, 

4 

11 

69 

84 

Sabeykhore, 

5 

5 

15 

23 

Bhuloa, 

G 

0 

37 

43 

BurgaoB, 

36 

0 

1 

37 

Pirtheepoor, 

0 

2 

7 

9 

Rampoor Dhote, 

0. 

3 

11 

14 

Jugoncc, 

0 

30 

4 

34 

Dhoreea, 

0 

20 

6 

1 26 

Bcjaclpoor, 

0 

5 

IS 

23 

Suplice, 

0 

9 

15 

24 

Koochhya, 

0 

0 

10 

10 

Jlmnkoul, 

9 

0 

21 

30 

Gangee Teokur, 

0 

0 

14 

14 

Mynpoor, 

0 

3 

19 

22 

Khan, 

5 

30 

19 

54 

Surenee, 

0 

32 

0 

32 

Muhusill, 

0 

41 

0 

41 

Budoraon, 

0 

20 

28 

48 

Blmtuee, 

0 

9 

0 

9 

Hnwelee, 

0 

98 

16 

114 

Bank, 

0 

33 

0 

33 

Rampoor Rogha, 

7 

0 

24 

31 


377 

349 

527 

1,253 
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Thus the tuppahs noted in the margin* are the only whole sub-divi-' 
sions of the pergunnah, no pjHi) of which has 

■ 70 under settlement by my predecessors. The 

Sandee, 40 remainder are intermixtures. These points 

G^gee Teekur’. .. 14 home in mind, it becomes easy to explain the 
— principle of my present assessment and the 
mode adopted by me in adjusting tenures. It 
will be believed, I hope, that great pains, elaborate research and ample 
time were given to the settlenients of talooqua Pirouna and Bank 
Jogunee. It may be urged, and is perfectly true, that in these settle- 
ments the officers had to fight the battle of the tenures ; their reports 
\ 3 vince the labour bestowed by them, and it would appear that this was 
deemed of primary importance, while the comprehension of the capabili- 
ties and resources of a large tract of country, the prospects of their pro- 
gressive development and the regulation of the State’s demand \;hereby 
was made a matter of secondary consideration. I have here endeavotircd 
to fill up this omission in the valuable records of my predecessors, and in* 
that only has this point not been fully brought out to view. The prin- 
ciple on which the assessment of both these talooquas was formed has 
been decidedly that of fair arbitration between the State and the people. 
The one has received all that it could equitably demand ; the other have 
entered into engagements which they can fulfil under any ordinary cir- 
cumstances, and which industry and ipiprovement, the material wanted 
for Sidhooa Jobna, will render a light burden. In the settlement made 
by me I have endeavoured to make the assessment of each village bear 
equitable relation with that fair impost assigned to its neighbours by the 
preceding settlements. Inequalities of necessity appear, but it will be 
well to note first the disparity between the rate of assessment upon the 
two talooquas, in whose range the villages of the present settlement are 
comprised. I add too the rate of the present assessment. 



On total 

area. 

On total 

malgoozaree 

On cultiva- 
tion. 

Talooqua Pirouna, 

Rs. As. P. 

0 4 9 

Rs. As. P. 

0 6 3 

Rs. As. P. 

1 0 6 

Do. Bank Jogunee, 

0 9 

0 12 3 

1 1 0 

Present Settlement, 

0 6 6 

0 S 6 

0 15 3 


The difference of the rates of the last from the two first is explained 
by about two-thirds of the present settlement villages partaking of the 
inferior character of the Pirouna talooqua into which they are. dbvetail- 
ed, wherein one-third only assimilates to the superior capability of taloo- 
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qua Bank Jogunee. Those parts of Biitusra and Chureegora which ai’e 
the refuse of the former talooqua the Dlvooaee sterilities of Rampoor 
Rogha, Rampoor Dhab, and Pirtheepoor almost as bad, will be observed 
to bear a very light assessment. It really is almost questionable if such 
miserable lands should be assessed at all, or if the cultivator should npt 
get a bonus besides. I never saw poorer soil except the desolation of 
bare sand, in which grass would not grow. And it must be recollected 
too that here labour and industry by no means necessarily compete with 
local disadvantages; the fairest tillage iRay be entirely spoilt by the ef- 
fect of the river inundation which every season extends over good part 
of these tuppahs. It was proper to notice these because they are pecu- 
liarly unfortunate. In regard to the rernainder it Will, I repeat, be • 
found on comparison that they bear equal burdens with those who had 
been before equitably taxed. There are instances of higher rates on 
cultivatfon ; these are from a disproportionate extent of land fallen out of 
tillage ; there are some of lower rates, and in such case the distinction 
between Bunjar and Bhat, between Chowreear or good and Chowur or 
inferior Bhat, differences explained above, an<i of essential importance to 
bear in mind, will generally have caused the variation. 

The result of the present settlement is to give the large increase; 

noted in the margin,* and now that 
the whole pergunnah has been dis- 
, posed of, it will be as well also to 
note the vast difference in the figure 
of the revenue derivable from Sidhooa 
Jobna at the last settlement of 1220, 
and now, which is also marginally 
noted. In regard to tenuR^s, I have 
only briefly to observe, that the 
peculiarities which were traced out and eventually Isatisfactorily ad juste*! 
in the past settlement, obtained in this under discussion. In course of 
investigation 45 whole estates proved to belong to Birtiyas, whose 
tenure has been confirmed, they paying revenue and uninterruptedly 
managing the properties they possess, and the registered zemindars leav- 
ing the amount of malikana fixed in these as in other Birt cases, brought 
to credit of their own separate responsibilities. The Birtiyas of parcels of 
land, altogether in number 117 , — ^those portions of a country originally 
wild, and perhaps in estimation, nearly worthless to the zemindars who 
gave them away — have' been similarly treated. Besides these in 611 
cases amongst a still greater number of claims of out and out alienations 
where no malikana was allowable, a rateable assessment has been fixed, 
separate engagements taken and leave given to the holders to pay direct 
at the tehsildaree treasury. A point of great importance, as thereon 
hinges the welfare of the cultivators, has also been attained, namely, 

Vol. II. 60 


• P merit settlement. 

Past juma, 34,670 

Present do, 1,01,491 

Increase, 66,821 

Past and 'present settlement, 

Juma of 1220, 83,706 

Do of 1246, 2.22,504 

Increase, 1,88,798 

Add the Jeamil jtma. 

At maturity of jungle grants, 31,031 

Total increase, 1,69,829 
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the correction of the evils accurately exposed in paragraphs 8 and 9 of 
Mr. E. Thornton’s report on Bank Jogunee dat^ 19th January 1836. 
The system was to augment the rent of land, ascertained by a known 
rate to be a certain sum, by an additional tax under the head of expen- 
ses,” the limit of which could not be known. I had much trouble in 
getting rid of this custom, but eventually succeeded and the rent rolls 
discussed, filed and published, a record of a certain rate of rent demandable 
for a certain soil, by the malgoozar, and payable by the ryot. In Bank 
Jogunee also this arrangement has been carried through by me, which 
Mr. E. Thornton, as he observes, would have done if time had permitted. 

This takes up 72,966 acres. Mr. Armstrong assigned in 1833 
22,418 acres in grant to Mr. A. Sym, an enter- 

Forest and waste. . . j oiro • i a a 

prizing person, and 26,873 acres m lots to na- 
tives who are all steadily fulfilling the terms of their contracts. The 
progress made by Mr. Sym in his grant is most gratifying and*his hold- 
ing is yearly obtaining better estimation. Great outlay has been incur- 
red, and trials have been encountered from sickness and death, but the 
improved aspect of the country, and as it now appears, less unhealthy 
climate bear witness to the grantee’s perseverance. The taking of this 
grant by Mr. Sym has not merely led to clearance of its own particular 
jungle, but has proved a most efficacious example. The habitual deterior- 
ation of the country and the determination not to improve, or let others 
improve their land.s, followed outby^ome of the principal zemindars in 
this instance, was signally chastised and with very good moral effect. 
There was only one tract of forest called Bhisuha alluded to by Mr. E. 
Thornton in his letter on the Perowna talooqua dated 19th January 
1836, wliich no one would then undertake. I have succeeded in obtaining 
an engagement from the Messrs. Finch of Bumbnowlee. These gentle- 
men, residents now 8 years in this pcrgunnah, I believe 6 brothers, from 
Tirhoot, have, at Bumbnowlee, cleared the waste and from small beginning 
changed the formerly desolate aspect of the country all round them. 
The Perowna grant is now under the superintendence of one of them. 
The character these gentlemen bear in the pergunnah is very honorable 
to them all. I am indebted to them for much valuable information ; 
they have taken the lead in improving the public roads, and their popu- 
larity is remarkable. These are the individuals who having, as the 
Messrs. Finch enjoy, the confidence of capitalists in Calcutta, can hardly 
fail of success in the struggle between industry and skill on one side and 
the forest the other. 

Thus the whole of pergunnah Sidhooa Jobna has now been settled. 

The increase to the State is considerable, and 
Concluding rrmarks. assessment is not too severe, though I think 

it has fully attained the standard for a trial of 20 years. It has been 
collectefl for the past year without coercive measures. Such a vast pro- 



BBPORT ON THE piSTRICT OF GORUCKPOOR. 


475 . 


portion of the pergunnah is newly undertaken, newly peopled in fact, 
that it becomes a matter of absolute necessity, as well as sound policy, 
not to tax those too highly whose labours, in the course of time, will put 
that which was the other day a waste and a wild, upon an equality 
with the rich pergunnahs on either side' of the Gogra. After all, as 
regards the improvement which may be called enlightened, into what 
degree has Sidhooa Jobna attained ? A great stride has been made to- 
wards extension of tillage, and in this — ^the most simple of all improve- 
ments — much remains to be done. But the use of roads and rivers seems 
scarcely to be known. Between 60 and 70 miles of it is on, or conve- 
niently near to a river which leads to excellent markets, and on all this 
line there is but one place of export. The assurance of an equitable* 
assessment, which cannot ruin under any ordinary vicissitude of season, of 
a long lease with the advantages of position determined, rights adjusted, 
and good administration expected give the best confidence of a tract 
of country just emancipated from the wilds, progressing to improvement 
as far as natives of the countiy are able to bring it, and earnestly with 
this object from first to last, the settlement of Sidhooa Jobna has been 
undertaken and completed. 

I have, &c., 

E. A. KEADE, 


Goruckpoor 

, COLLECTORSHIP, 

Th^ July, 1838. 


Collector, 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OP 

PERGUNNAH MUNSOOUNUGUR BUSTEE. 


To E, P. SMITH, Esq., 

Offg, Commissioner of oth DivisioUy 

Ghazeepoor. 


Sir, 


[ liave tlie honor to report the conclusion of the revision of 
ill pevgunnah of Munsoornugur Bustee, and herewith to 
.submit !ui outline of my proceedings with the general pergunnah map and 
forms TIL, TV and V. The village plans and settlement, No. I and II, 
are really to be delivered over to the Collector. 

•2 The former and proposed juma of the pergunnah and its area will 
be seen from the comparative note in tlm margin ; 
Area, survey. collection# according to the revised assess- 

ment commence from the Fusly year 1216. Mr. Tirains put up toe 

boundaries oi a- 
bout 200 vil- 
lages in April 
1837; the re- 
mainder were 
marked off by 
Rae Manik 
Chund in the 
cold season of the 
same year with 
great rapidity 
and equal judg- 
ment, as is evinc- 
ed by the pau- 


Naiiies of Tup^iah. 

No. of vil-J 
lages. 1 

Total area in 
acres. 

Malgoozaree 
area in acres. 

Deoraou, . ... 

26 

3,263 

2,901 

Hurdoe, . ... ... 

67 

10,921 

8,617 

Huwelee, ... 

134 

■ 22,798 

16,988 

Kootheela, 

40 

8,339 

5 385 

Kuril r, ... 

67 

10.745 

8,674 

Uomruh, ... 

81 

19,313 

15,978 

Bureeah, . ... ... 

99 

18,120 

14,433 

Ruttunpoor, .. 

39 

8,933 

8,053 

Secunderpoor, ... 

138 

25,576 

19,288 

►Slicopour Gopalpoor, ,, 

178 

41,982 

30,569 

Untroh, ... 

47 

9,755 

7,165 

Total. ... 

916 

1,79,745 

1.38 051 


Former juma. 

Proposed. 

juma. 

680 

1,003 

2,249 

5,800 

4,425 

13,041 

1.183 

4,218 

3,695 

7,300 

5,015 

13,402 

7,662 

12,501 

2,992 

5,637 

5,030 

13,213 

7,121 

18,954 

3,000 

4,638 

43.061 

'1.00,619 


ritv of appeals. Uaptam r oux vt.jr 

tliLlose^of the season 1836-37 and the beginning of 1837-38. I may 
here observe that, that officer’s extensive observation, accurately record^, 
has been greatly serviceable to me ; the freedom and cordiality o hiB 
communication have prevented the occurrence of obstacles to his establish- 
ment, or fecilitatcd their removal. 
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3. Mimsoornugur Bustee is bounded on the north by Oudh, and 

pergunnahs Russoolpoor Ghous and Mughur, both 
now under settlement, on the south by Nugur 
and Muliolee lately settled ; to the east it has Mughur, and to the west 
Arnorha and Oudh. It is divided into 11 tuppahs containing 280 square 
miles and 916 villages. The face of the country indicates a fair share of 
fertility and much facility of cultivation, abounding in fine groves and ample 
Jliecls. The Koanah, a navigable stream, cuts the pergunnah into two 
unequal parts ; a belt of jungle on eitlier side of this river is the only 
remnant of the forest that not many years ago prevailed here. Good 
opportunities for irrigation are afforded by the Kuthya and Gurya. 

• 

4. There is no striking variation in the soil of the different tuppahs 

^ , of pergunnah Bustee. Oomrao, Bureeah, Huwe- 

CUnabifity of hoiI, rates. i i t- i i i 

Ice and Kurur, do however possess advantages 
not common to the other sub-divisions’ namely, easier and more plentiful 
irrigation, and somewhat richer soil, and a formation better adapted for 
producing a double crop. Tuppah Deoraon falls below the average of the 
pergunnah ; it has a thin soil, is much cut up by ravines caused by the 
Koanah, find is only now being reclaimed from the waste. The poppy cul- 
tivation is considerable and by no means monopolized by Koeries. Koor- 
mces, Aheers and even Brahmins participate in it largely. Sugar-cane is 
much neglected, more from indolence and want of spirit in the landholders 
than from any defect of the soil ; it may be hoped that the wholesome 
and e([uable pressure of the revised settlement will improve this state of 
things. The soil is muttcear and dorus chiefly-; bullooa is not of fre- 
quent occurrence, I am inclined to think that the khurcef crop is the 
principal one and more general than rubbee, though they may be nearly 
on a par. The money rates paid by assamees differ very little throughout 
the pergunnah. In a good village there will be a large proportion of 
land for which a money rate can always be obtained; in a bad village the 
lew heegahs skirting the site will fetch an equal money rate but the rest 
of its area will be leased on a buttai tenure; in this case tlie general rule is 
that the cultivator takes two-thirds of the gross product and the zemin- 
dar tlie reniaindcr. 

5. Ill Munsooniiigur Bustee, there are neither factories for indi- 
go nor any other produce. The optum of this 
tioii. * and the surrounding pergunnahs is deposited and 

tested in the Government godown at Bustee Khas, 
pi'cviou^ly to its being despatched to Ghazeepoor. A large quantity of 
grain is yearly hrouglit up by the mahajunsof Bustee Khas and other vil- 
lages and exported to Bilooa Bazar in Amorlia. There is also a small 
traffic ^\ith Gopalpoor, from whence light boats come up the Koanah \r.~ 
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den with salt, iron and other articles. The poorer classes make in the 
villages a sufficiency of coarse cloth for their own wear ; the finer sort is 
brought from Taudah in Oudh. Bazars are held at short intervals in 
Muhooadabur, Mujhoa, Meer, Sultooah, and two or three other villages. 
The Surveyor estimates the male adult population at 64,000 of whom 
about 5,000 are Moosulmaus. 


6. The general average revenue rate of Munsoornugur Bustee wilh 
^ ^ I conceive, be found to be a medium one ; as regards 

the whole district lower than in a few of the best, and 
^higher than in some of the poorer pergunnahs. The soil throughout is 
much of the same character, with the slight variations noted in paragraph 
4, and the rate of assessment fluctuates also but little ; the extremes of good 
and bad soil do not occur here as in Aurungahad Nugur, but this is on 
the whole a much finer pergunnjih. 1 lived in the pergunnah among 
the people for nearly five mouths, saw the greater part of the villages* 
that I settled, and neglecting neither direct nor collateral information 
strove to fix upon each a suitable jurna. The increase of revenue is 
considerable, amounting to 57,558 Bs. ; of this the resumed Lakhiraj and 
Towfeer mouzahs afford 20,975 Rupees. 


7. The rights and interests of members of the several village com- 
^ rnunities were tolerably well known among them- 

selves, and little difficulty was experienced in re- 
cording them in the putteedaree form. This tenure is universal, and, as usual, 
profit or loss is in proportion to the seer of each coparcener. There are 
26 confirmed maafee villages in this pergunnah, and insuch mouzahs, if the 
zemindar was in possession, I fixed the amount of revenue payable by him 
to the maafeedar upon the same principle as I assessed the Government 
demand ; where the maafeedar was in possession of the zemindary right 
also, this has of course been omitted. Messrs. Hamilton and Sym possess 
jungle grants here to the amount of 13,023 acres; the settlement G 
the land revenue is about to be made with them, a pottah for the 
sayer collections has already been granted under the authority of 
your letter dated the I7th July 1838, JMo. 381. This grant, as will 
be seen from the general map, is scattered over several tuppahs in 
eleven distinct patclies ; hitherto little or nothing has been done to- 
wards their clearance, but now, I believe, operations for that purpose 
will commence in earnest. The Birtiyas of Munsoornugur Bustee ait- 
a numerous class and sufficiently powerful to hold their own against the 
talooqdars ; the majority of their claims were admitted, and, when disput- 
ed, the Birtiyas seldom failed to substantiate them. The following form 
will corroborate this statement : 
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Talooqua. 

No. of villages. 

Birtiya villagesj 

Juma. 

Malikana. 

Total. 

Khalisah. 

Juma. 

Bnhadoorpoor,... ... 

212 

153 

18,053 

2,066 

361 

21,664 

59 

6,782 

Kaaiir, 

14 

9 

413 

2,479 

5 

1,738 

Burokhur, 

46 

SO 

3,828 

765 

4,693 

16 

2,173 

Amyan, 

76 

40 

4,P04 

► 981 

6,886 

36 

3,376 

IJgaiah, 

31 

25 

2,9S5 1 

597 

1 3,582 1 

fi 

1 601 

Pipra, 

105 

60 

6,645 

1,329 

7,974 

45 

3,409 

Kootheela, 

26 

7 

518 

104 

622 

19 

2,051 

Sultooah, 

24 

4 

981 

196 

1,177 

20 

2,322 • 

Mificcllaneous, 

12 

12 

1,399 

379 

1,687^ 

0 

0 


546 

jsio 

j 41,379 

j 3,275 

j 49,654 

206 

j 22,452 


I need hardly repeat that the malikana above shewn is paid into 
the tehsildaree together with the juma, and credited to the talooqdars. 

8. Throughout the operations carried on during the settlement, I 
have received the most active and intelligent 
Concluding reYnarkfl. assistance from Byjonauth Rai the tehsildar ; his 

integrity and regard for the people in his jurisdiction are returned by 
their respect and esteem. I trust his industry and zeal for Government 
will not pass unrewarded. It is not in my province, perhaps, to observe 
the weakness of the tehsil establishment at Bustee; including pergunnah 
Muholee (the revenue of wdiich is also paid here) the collections at this 
tehsildaree will amount to 2,85,863 Rs., yet only three moliurrirs are 
employed discharging the multifarious duties connected therewith. After 
the large increase of the Government demand it would be but politic 
so to strengthen the tehsildar that he may punctually realize it. In 

the forms herewith submitted, I have 
not inserted the areas of the jungle 
grants and confirmed maafee villages, 
that their unassessed space might 
not interfere with and depreciate my 
revenue rates, but I beg to note them 
in the margin. 



Total 

area. 

Malgoo- 

Laree 


area. 

J ungle grants, 

13,023 

11,898 

Confirmed mafee, ... 

6,320 

6,651 

Total, . . . 

19,349 

17.549 


Revising Settlement 
Office, 

Goruckpoor, [ 
The August, 1838. J 


I have the honor to be, &c., 

C. CHESTER, 

Assistant Collector, 
Revising Settlements, 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OP 

PERGUNNAH HUSSUNPOOR MUGHIIR BUKRA. 


To E. P. SMITH, Esq., 

Acting (fommmioner Uh or Benares Division, 

Ghazeepoor. 

• Sir, 

I have the honor to report the settlement of pergnnnah Hus- 
sunpoor Mughur, Bukra, and to submit statements Nos. Ill, IV, V, to- 
getlier with the general map, Nos. I and II, with the settlement misls 
complete, are made over to the Collector’s Office. 

2. The portion of zillah Goruckpoor which is now classed as one 
pergunnah under the above designation, is composed of two entire per- 
gunnahs and a small portion of a third ; according to the distribution 
of the district previous to the present settlement, Hussnnpoor Mughur, 
and Bukra, were two distinct pergunnahs, but whole tuppah^ of the one 
being intermixed with those of the other, no definite boundary line could 
possibly have been drawn between the two, and their amalgamation 
into one pergunnah was therefore rendered equally a matter of necessity 
as of policy. Under similar circumstances tuppah Bansekore was 
also included in this arrangement, for though according to the former 
distribution, it was classed in, and formed part of pergunnah Rutt unpoor 
Bansee, yet its actual position is immediately between Rudowlee and 
Oojear, the two largest tuppahs of Mughur, and it is several miles distant 
from the nearest part of the Bansee frontier. The situation of four 
other villages, in the northern boundary, occasioned their transfer also 
from Bansee, to this pergunnah. 

3. The work of marking off the boundaries of the pergunnah thus 
constituted, was entrusted to the native Deputy Collector, Rae Manik 
Chund, who at the commencement of the season of 1836-37, undertook 
the duty, and carried it through with his characterestic speed and effi- 
ciency ; a little later in the season the surveyor commenced his operations, 
and all risks of obstruction being obviated by the rapidity and accuracy 
with which the boundaries had been adjusted, the survey proceeded re- 
gularly and uninterniptedly till its final completion in 1838. Lieutenant 
Rind in conducting the work displayed his usual energy, alacrity and 
willingness to oblige, while his accustomed neatness and attention to all 
the details of his duty were fully manifested in the execution and 
arrangement of the various maps and documents prepared in his office. 
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4. At the end of the month of April last, I received the profes- 
sional plans and other papers from the surveyor, and having previously 
resided for a considerable time in the pergunnah, visited the various parts 
of it, made myself acquainted with its general capabilities and more 
remarkable features, and fully completed my local investigations, I irn- 
jiicdiately commenced on the actual work of settlement. 

5. The pergunnah of Hussunpoor Mughur Bukra, holds a west 
central position in the district of Goruckpoor, and is bounded to the north 
l)y Ruttuupoor Banseo and part of Russoolpoor Ghous ; on its western, 
and the greater portion of its southern frontier, the nullah Kutnyah forms 
a well defined boundary line between it and the pergunnahs of Mimsoor- 
nuggur, Bustee and uholee ; on the southern and eastern extremities * 
are the two small pergunnahs of Anowlah and Bhowapareh, whilst the 
liver Raptoe marks the limit of the pergunnah to the eastward, and 
<livides it on that side from Huwelee Goruckpoor. 

(). The enlire pergunnah compasses an area of 505J square miles ; 
it is sub-divided into 29 tuppahs, which, according to the returns of the 
; present settlement, contain 1679 mouzahs. Tuppahs Balehur, Bukhrah, 
Goosearee, Mujora, which together contain 352 mouzahs, constitute per- 
i»unnah Bukhrah ; Banskhoro, containing 45 mouzahs was, as above 
mentioned, transferred from pergimnah Bansee and the remaining ones 
giving a r turn of 1282 villages (the 4 mouzahs also transferred from 
Bansee included) formed Hussuftpoor Mughur. The surveyor has 
estimated the male population of the whole at the amount of 88178, of 
whom 72278 are Hindoos. About four-fifths of the whole may be classed 
as agriculturists. My own observations have led me to consider this 
estimate as tolerably correct. 

7. J he general character of the soil of this pergunnah is remark- 
ably good ; of course in so large an area there must be very great varie- 
ty in the scale of productiveness in different parts, and every description 
(►1 soil will be found; but dorus and mutleear are the most prevalent, and 
may be considered as the s' andard classes of soil. Taken in the mass, 
the tuppahs to the north and west are the richest and most fertile ; those 
to the southward and ea.stward the most inferior and the least productive ; 
but generally speaking, the crops throughout the whole pergunnah are 
remarkable for their strength and luxuriance. 

8. The pergunnah possesses most abundant natural means of irri- 
gation in almost every quarter. The waters of the river Umee, which 
takes its course thmugh the centre, and the nullah Kutnyah which flows 
on the western and southern boundary, are very extensively employed for 
this purpose ; smaller brooks, j heels and, tanks, both natural and arti- 
ficial, are very numerous, and where none of these are at hand wells are 
generally used for the purposes of irrigation, they being sunk, if necessary, * 
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with little difficulty aud expense. In many villages the ground is na- 
turally so moist that, though ample means are at hand, irrigation is not 
practised, it being perfectly unnecessary. This is more frequently, 
though by no means exclusively, the case with the villages situated in the 
vicinity of the Budaneh Tal. 

9. This magnificent sheet of water which is better known by the 
name of the Bukra Jheel, may be thought worthy of some notice here, 
whether regarded merely in the abstract, as a large and beautiful lake 
forming the most srtiking, indeed, the only feature of the kind in this 
part of the country, or considered with reference to the advantages 
it affords, and the influence it exercises over the fertility and general con- 

* dition of the villages in its neighbourhood. 

10. Budaneh Tal is situated in tuppab Bukhrah ; it is of an oblong 
form and extends in length from north-west to south-east about *6 miles, 
whilst its breadth ranges from 2 to miles. The numerous villages 
situated on its banks and in its vicinity are either rendered inde- 
pendent of the necessity of irrigation, in consequence of the natural 
moistness of the soil, or are provided with the most abundant means at 
the smallest expense of labor, for the banks of the lake are in no place ab- 
rupt, but, sloping gently and gradually, are cultivated down to the water s 
edge. The depth is considerable and uniform throughout, the supply 
of water most abundant and inexhaustible even in seasons of the most 
protracted drought. The term jheel, convoying as it does only the idea 
of a swamp or morass, is most inapplicable to this noble sheet of water, 
which is unusually clear and unencumbered with weeds and rank vege- 
tation. 

11. Both khureef and rubee crops are extensively cultivated in 
the pergunnah, and it would be difficult to pronounce which harvest pre- 
dominates. In the large and flourishing tuppahs on the western side, 
Oojear, Banskhore, Rudhoulee, and Goosearee, the khureef crop forms 
the staple. In the central and eastern tuppah, again th.‘ rubee harvest is 
the most general, as in Bukhrah, Oon, Utroul, Dewapar, Ootur, Huwelee, 
Bhursand, Ghasand, Kusbeh in the remaining tuppahs, and the two 
crops are grown in about equal proportion. This is the case in Dukhun 
Huwelee and other tuppahs to the south, in a few central ones, and also 
in the large and productive tuppahs of Mhendawal and Balehur to the 
north. 

12. The general productions of the pergunnah are rice of various 
sorts, chiefly the coarser kinds, wheat, barley and gram. The richer descrip- 
tions of crops are at present met with only to a very limited extent. 
Sugar is cultivated to a trifling degree, principally in the tuppahs of 
Amanabad, Korel and Rampoor Belee, but the whole quantity grown 
in proportion to the area of the pergunnah is extremely small. The cul- 



RKPOBT ON THE DISTRICT OF QORUCKPOOlt 


483 


tivation of opium also is at the present time equally limited, although 
this is annually extending itself ; and a small portion of tobacco is grown ; 
but generally speaking little or no attention has as yet been bestowed on 
the production of the more valuable classes of crops, and the capabilities 
and resources of the pergunnah in these respects must be considered as 
entirely undeveloped. 

13. Although the greater part of this pergunnah was under cultiva- 
tion at the time of the cession, yet tracts of considerable extent have been 
reclaimed only of late years, and in sotne tuppahs much rich lands still 
remain to be recovered from the jungle, and brought under the plough. 
The course of the river TJmee which flows through the whole length of 
the pergunnah, was formerly marked by a broad belt of forest, detached* 
portions of which still exist even in Rudhoulee, one of the oldest and 
best cultivated tuppahs. The greater part of the villages on the banks of 
the Umee are only now settled for the first time, and a few are still 
quite unreclaimed. Indeed, the tuppahs generally through which the river 
Umee flows, form the portion of the pergunnah which has been latest 
brought under cultivation. These are tuppahs Goosearee, Balehur, Utroul, 
Con, Kusbeh, Budesuroe, Bhursand and the parts of Bukhrah and Buko- 
choe contiguous to the river. The other portions of the pergunnah (with 
the exception of two small tuppahs to the north, Sugra and Gopalpoor 
recently reclaimed) have, for the most part, been under tolerably g neral 
cultivation for a long series of yeftrs, and are chiefly unencumbered with 
jungle of any description, 

14. The various productions of the pergunnah are annually export- 
ed to a considerable extent ; large quantities of rice gr(»wn in Rudhoulee 
Banskhore, and Oojear, particularly in the latter, are transported by means 
of land carriage to the markets of Bilwar, Fyzabad and Moobaruckpoor • 
in Oudh, and to the large grain emporium of Gopalpoor ; other grains, 
the produce of neighbouring tuppahs, also find their way to these well 
known marts. The main western road leading direct from Goruckpoor 
to Bilwa on the river Gogra, passes through this pergunnah and affords 
an easy direct route for the conveyance of the produce of those tuppahs 
intersected by it, to bazars where a ready sale is always to be met with. 
On the eastern side of the 'pergunnah, the river Raptee affords the means 
of water carriage, but is very little used for the purpose of traffic. There 
are no bazars on its banks ; and the general trade of the pergunnah, both 
import and export, is carried on by means of land carriage. 

15. There are several bazars in the pergunnah itself, of which those 
of most general note are Hunoomangunj and Rudhoulee khas in tuppah 
Rudoulee, Tirja in Oojear, Bukhrah khas in tuppah Balehur, Goosearee 
khas, Buriepar in Ootur Huwelee, Mhendawul khas. In all of these a 
considerable internal traffic in graij>4s carried on ; and coarse cloths, 
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manufactured in the pergunnah and occasionally imported from Tandah 
and Fyzabad, are sold. 

16. Mhendawul khas, however, can scarcely, with propriety, be 
classed with the other bazars above mentioned. It calls for more dis- 
tinct notice ; not only as forming the nucleus of the whole trade, both 
import and export., of the pergunnah individually, but as being a place 
of no inconsiderable note in a commercial point of view, even when taken 
in relation to the entire di.strict. 

17 . The trade of Mhencfawul is by no means confined to grain 
though business to a very considerable extent in that line is transacted, 

^ much of the produce of Ruttunpoor Bansee, as well as of this pergunnah 
there finding a market, as it embraces extensive imports of varied and valu- 
able descriptions of merchandise in demand in this part of the country 
which are first brought to the Mhendawul market, and from th«nce dis- 
tributed over the pergunnah and indeed over the district at large. The 
importations from our own provinces con wsist chiefly of raw cotton, raw and 
manufactured sugar, tobacco, and salt. Those from Oudh are cloths and 
chintzes of various textures and descriptions. From Nipal copper and 
iron in considerable quantity, copper pice, hard-ware, musk, almonds, 
betul nut, pepper, ginger, cloves and other spices, and fruits of various 
kinds, are the commodities of import. 

18. Goorkhas from Bootwul and its vicinity are constantly arriving 
in parties of 20 and 30 bringing the above mentioned articles for sale. 
They return with raw cotton, tobacco, goor, sugar, cloth and chintzes. 
This trade has not been so extensive as usual during the present year, 
fewer of tlie hill people having come down, but the interruption is only 
accidental, and will, in all probability, be but temporary, the causes of it 
being unconnected with the trade itself, which is well established and 
mutually advantageous, 

10. The Birt tenure prevails only to a very limited extent in this 
pergunnah. There is no Raja possessing a large talooqua in three-fourths 
of the villages composing wliich Birtiyas would probably be found. 
Baboo Rampurtab Singh, a minor, the present representative of a younger 
branch of the Bans Raja’s family, possesses a small talooqua in pergunnah 
Bukhrah ; in this, and in the talooquas of the Baboos of Mhcndawal, the 
Bhyas of Riidhoulee, and also in the few villages which remain in the 
possession of Sreepurgas Singh, the present Raja of Bans, regular and old 
established Birt tenures exist. Thc3 few other Birtiyas who are met with 
in the pergunnah are mostly of modern creation ; all the old Birt tenures, 
however remotely and indirectly, are still originally and in the first 
instance, derived from the Bansee Raja. 

20. The whole pergunnah in earlier times formed part of the 
Bansee Raj ; and was entirely under the management and control of ^he 
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Kaja of Bansee. The Baboos of Mhendavval and the Bhyas of Rudhoulee, 
originally connections and retainers of the Bansee family, undoubtedly 
owe their first establishment in the tuppahs, by the names of which they 
are now designated, to a Bansee Raja, though their possession is very 
ancient, particularly that of the Mhendawul Baboos. 

21. In the reign of the emperor Alumgeer, Kazee Khuleel ur 
Rehman, the then Soobahdar of Oudh, took the pergunnah of Mughur 
(under which denomination the whole of the present pergunijah, and a 
considerable part of what is now Ruttunpoor Bansee, was included) 
under Kbam management, making one-fourth of the villages to the Raja 
as inalikana. From this time the Raja’s possession and controul over 
what is now Hussunpoor Mughur, ceased in all but the name, and has * 
never been renewed. The villages he received were to the north in 
Bukhraji and in Bansee, and he retired entirely from Mughur Khas, where 
his usual residence had been, and established himself at Bansee Khas. 
The Baboos of Mhendawul, and the Bhyas of Rudhoulee remained where 
they had been first established, increased their possessions and attained a 
much more prominent position than had probably either been contempla- 
ted or intended by the original founder of their fortunes. 

22. The Raja of Bansee retained his supremacy in Bukhrah till the 
year 1 180 Fiisloe. Previous to this period the talooqua was held by the 
younger branch of the Bansee family direct from the Raja, to whom the 
revenue was paid. Baboo Sungrafii Singh, nephew of the Raja Siirubjeet 
Singli, held'po.ssession of Bukhrah in this manner, dependent on his uncle 
and paying him the revemic. Sungram Singh, on his death, was succeeded 
hy his illegitimate son Bulwimt Singh, who would, by no means, submit to 
the supremacy of the Raja, after much quarrelling, finally induced the 
latter m the year 1180 Fuslee to make over to hinn independently, 7 tup- 
pilis, which were from this time entirely alienated from the Bansee Raj. 
Four of the tuppahs, thus tran.sferred, constitute pergunnah Bukhrah. 
Bulwunt Singh was the grandfather of the present Baboo of Bukhrah, 
Rampertab Singli, still a minor and under the guardianship of the Court 
of Wards. 

2.3. Annexed is a statement of the number of entire Birt and 


khalsah 


Name of Talooqdars. 

14-1 ^ 1 

pJi « 

1 ^ 

Amount o 
S udder 
Juma. 

Malik'ana. 

Total 
amount of 
juma and 
Malikana. 

Khalsah 

Mouzahs. 

Amount of 
J uma. 1 

mouzahs 
contain- 
ed in each 
separate 
talooqua 
and also a 
total of 
the mis- 

K«ija Sreepergas Singh, ... 
ialooqdar of Mhendawul,... 

Ditto of Rudhoulee, 

Ditto of Bukhrah Baboo { 
Ram Pertab Singh, ... j 
Miscellaneous, 

Total, 

1 9 
57 
160 

38 

0 

’ 7 , 

1 2 
46 

' 26 

4 

1 1,204 
f 246 1 
4,132 

1,489 

648 

240 13 0 
49 3 0 
826 6 0 

297 14 0 

109 10 0 

1 1,444 13 0 
295 3 0 
4,958 6 0 

,1,786 15 0 
1 667 10 0 

2 

65 

115 

13 

0 

276 

6,922 

14,668 

1,C96 

0 

284-I 83 1 7,619 1 

1,628 14 0 

19,142 14 0 

185 

130,861 
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cellaneous entire Birt villages in the pergunnab, with the amount of the 
Government juma and the z .mindars’ malikana in each. In every village 
where the Bir. tenures prevail, engagements have been taken from the 
Birtiya for the whole amount of juma and malikana on the usual terms 
adopted in the settlement of every pergunnah in the district. The 
Birtiya is vested with the entire management and control of the village, 
and pays the total amount of juma and malikana direct into the 
tehsildaree^ where the malikana is carried to the credit of the zemin- 
dar. There are numerous Bii'tiya arazeedars from whom engagements 
on these terms have also been taken for the parcels of land in their 
possession. 

' 24. The putteedaree tenure is the one which prevails generally 

throughout the whole pergunnah. In numerous mouzahs the puttees are 
occasionally very minutely divided and sub-divided, but the principle 
by which the distribution of shares, either of an entire village, or of a 
puttee in that village is regulated and by which the liability of each 
shareholder, however small his share, is defined, is, for the most part, uni- 
form throughout. Every shareholder’s responsibility is registered in 
fractions of the rupee, and his proportion of the amount of the Govern- 
ment juma and of the village expenses, his liability for the losses, and 
claims on the profits which may accrue, is thus accurately determined. 

25. The beegahdam system does not prevail in the pergunnah 
each sharer collects from his own as^mees. The seer land, when such 
exists, is divided amongst them all with the most careful attention to 
the productive qualities of its various parts and to the fairness of the 
distribution, and at the end of each year the division of the profit or loss 
which may have occurred, is arranged amongst the sharers themselves 
with the assistance of the putwaree, in proportion to their several liabili- 
ties. When the statement of the share and responsibility of each part- 
ner has been once accurately determined and registered in the Govern- 
ment office, the parties prefer arranging all minor disputes amongst 
themselves ; the interference of Government is seldom called for, and a 
partition of the village is rarely either sought for or desired. 

26. In conducting the settlement of the pergunnah, I have devoted 
much of my attentio-n to obtaining information regarding rent rates, not 
only as a guide to me in fixing the assessment, but with a view to the 
filing of correct rent rolls wuth the settlement records. The three degrees 
of rates are specified simply as the first, second and third ; they are 
by no means arbitrarily fixed with reference solely to the quality of soil 
The general productions of the land and the circumstances affecting 
it, its situation, and the nature and description of the crops it produces, 
are all taken into consideration in classing the degree of rates which 
it is to pay. But all rates are not general ; they are met with occasion- 
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ally in lately reclaimed mouzahs, and the least productive parts of those 
longer cultivated. 

27. I have caused it to be most fully notified and explained to the 
zemindars throughout the pergunnah, that the rent rolls which they now 
file, will be held in force through the whole period of the settlement, and 
that while as for that period, the Government will restrict itself to the 
demand at present fixed, so also they must continue to abide by the 
arrangements they at this time enter into with their ryots ; and that no 
claims hereafter brought forward for higher rates than those now filed 
in their several rent rolls, will for a moment be listened to. 

28. The zemindars generally are perfectfully willing to comply^ 
with these conditions and abide by the rent rolls which they file ; they 
only request for time to draw them out, stating that as yet they have 
been in«coiistant attandance at the settlement office, and that it is impos- 
sible to draw oat a jumabundee, to be in force for the whole period of 
settlement, without consulting among themselves at their villages and 
with their ryots and putwaree. This request is not unreasonable. They 
appear fully to understand the objects which are had in view in calling 
for the rent rolls, and to be aware of their importance and of the 
necessity of their being drawn out with the utmost care and attention to 

1 correctness, and are naturally averse to prepare and file documents of 
such importance, both to themselves and their ryots, on the instant 
and without due consideration. When it is considered that the juma of 
the pergunnah last year only amounted to 59,000 rupees, and tlut it 
now exceeds the sum of 1,89,000 rupees, the propriety of allowing the 
zemindars time to revise their rent rolls, and of thus enabling them to file 
a correct and proper khusrahwar jumabundee will probably be admitted. 

29. The rights of the assamees have by no means been lost sight of, 
whilst paying attention to those of the zemindars. They have also been 
made aware of the object and purpose of the rent rolls, and have been 
repeatedly informed that any objections they may have to the rates filed 
by the zemindars will bo listened to, and the rent roll adjusted with 
fairness and due consideration to the rights of both parties. As yet no 

: assamees have come forward with complaints. 

I 30. In my report on the settlement of pergunnah Muholee, for- 
warded to you in Febmary last. I deteiled fully the rea,sons which had 
guided me iu fixing the assessment and the system which I had pursued 
in making the settlement. It would needlessly occupy your time to re- 
;Peat here what I then .stated; it will be sufficient to mention that I have 
carried on the settlement of this pergunnah generally in the manner and 
on the principles detailed at length in the report alluded to, and that my 
est attention was bestowed on the examination and verification of the 
Khusrahs as they were received from the surveyor’s office. 
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31. Annexed* is the result of the present settlement with the rates 

per acre of the revised juma on culti> 


* Revised juma,.. 
Last year’s do., 

. . . . 189,671 

61,386 

Increase,... 128,285 

Rate pel' acre on cul- 
tivation. 

Rate per acre on 

mali^oozaree. 

1 2 0 

0 11 0 


vation and malgoozaree land. In 
considering the amount of increase, it 
should be borne in mind that no less 
than five hundred and twenty nioii- 
zahs have only now been settled for 
the first time ; of these 200 are re- 
sumed maafee villages and the re- 
maining 320 towfeer. The assessment is throughout moderate, and I do 
not anticipate that any difficulty whatever will be experienced in realiz- 
ing the revised juma. Large as the increase is, I have had no com j)laints 
of the rate of assessment falling with undue severity on individual mou- 
zahs, and had no difficulty in taking the engagements from the zemindars 
02,000 rupees of the revised juma have already been collected, a sum 
exceeding the amount of last year s total demand. 

32. This pergunnah forms a division of the huzoor telisil, in which 

tuppali Baijskhore, formerly ap])er- 
taining to the Bansee telisil darce, is 
now also included. T aiiriex a state- 
ment* of the establishment at present 
entertained which does not appear to 
require increase. Dyaram the ])eshkar 
has not been long appointed and is 
as yet unacquainted with the per- 
guiinah. He has consequently been 
of but little service or assistance to 
me ill the settlement. He however understands his duty and discharges 
it efficiently. He is well fitted for his presi nt office. 


Dyaram Peshkar, 

50 

ISeid Abdtil Nnbee Naib 

do 15 

Bbowaneedial Towzee navees Ist,.. 12 

Nohur Lall do. 

do. 2nd,. 10 

Muiibodh Lall Shcea, 

do. ... 10 

Jlioomuck Loll Etlakli 

do. .. 10 

Behaiee Loll Teveuldar, 

12 

stationery, 

5 

Nowiil Singh Cmoongoe, 

15 

Sal i gram, do. . 

15 

Koorban Beg, Jemadar, . 

6 

3 Meidahs, 

15 

Total, 175 


GoRUCKPOOR; 

Settlement office, 
l6’i{ December, 1838. 


I have, &c., 

D. T. TIMINS, 

Deputy Collector, 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OP 

PERGUNNAH BHOWAPAREH. 


To E. P. SMITH, Esq., * 

Offg. Commissioner of 5th Division, 

Ghazeepoor. 

Sir, 

I have tlie honor to submit the settlement statements Nos. IV, 
V, VI and VII for pergiinnah Bhowapareh, with the Surveyor’s maps, a 
memoraiKlum of alterations, registers of the estates held rent free, Nos. I 
and IT, and the report in the prescribed forms of outstanding balances of 
revenue. 


2. This pergunnah reputed to belong entirely to the Sutasee Raj 
was brought under measurement along with the 
Settlement and survey. other parts of the district belonging to that ta- 

[ooqin Mr. Edward Currie introduced the measuring parties ; Mr. 
lohn Thornton followed and completed the settlement of tuppah Huw^e- 
[ee and was succeeded by Mr. Frederick Stainforth, who disposed of near- 
ly all the remainder. Last year the native Deputy Collector, Nasir Alee 
Klhan, marked off its boundaries, and Lieutenant Blind effected its survey, 
[t is sudiciont to say that the work has, in every respect, been well done 
ind that tlio result of the professional survey shows the amcen mea- 
lurements under the old system to have been universally as accurate as 
!ould be reasonably expected. Of the seven tuppah sub-divisions, that of 
Suweloe, settled hy Mr. John Thornton, received the confirmation o/ Go- 
mrn merit under date 30. h September 1836. Mr. F. Stainforth submitted 
eports of his settlements of the other tuppahs at different dates in 1834 
■nd 1835, but they were not approved, and my part with the pergunnah 
las been to recast the whole in the present shape, to bring under settle- 
ttent what had either escaped or been purposely omitted by my predeces- 
ors, to rectify where it was necessary, and to supply deficiencies. The 
Itera lions that have been made are few, but unavoidable. 

3. In Mr. Thornton’s settlement roll the estates named with their 


Khironean, 
Jhiirwa, ... 
Ujonean, ... 
Belghat, . . . 
Khutoutea,... 


gg juma in the margin*, being situated on the left 
90 bank of the river Raptee, belong to pergunnah 
93 Huwelee, and are not therefore included in the 
present list of Bhowapareh estates. 

4. In Mr. Thornton’s roll the juma of kusbah 
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Total, ... 364 
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Bhowapareh calculated upon a gi*aduated scale of increase was not in- 
serted ; that omission is now supplied. 

5. In Mr. F. Stainforth’s statements, an amendment of juma. was 
necessary in two instances — one was a case of over -assessment, and an 
attempt to bolster up by farm to a speculator which failed. The other 
was the assessmeut fixed upon a property illegally created, but the crea- 
tion of which was disallowed by superior authority. I would deferen- 
tially suggest that the letters of this office dated 1st May last No. 181 
and 1 84, be submitted with t\n% report, for the sake of reference. 

6. Mr. Staiiiforth also unnecessarily broke up tuppahs Reyt, and 
Kotah, each into two portions, with the names of Bunoura and Rampoor. 

• I have approved the native Deputy Collector’s conterminous arrange- 
ment of tuppahs recognized by the people, and indicated upon the map. I 
annex to this report a separate memorandum of alterations of jumato*re- 
concile discrepancies. Here I need only add that the form No. V com- 
mences with the Fuslee year 1248 to terminate in 1262, and 1 would 
suggest that the confirmation of the settlement of the whole pergunnah, 
as now exhibited, extend to the year last mentioned. 

7. The participation of each officer effecting the financial result of 
the settlement is thus discernible. 


Officer. 

Number of 
villages. 

Former 

juma. 

Maximiiin 1 
revised. 

Increase. 

John Thornton, 

80 

1,590 

4,405 

2,815 

Frederick Stainforth, ... 

334 

15,662 

34,678 

19,0lfi 

1 

E. A. Reade, 

19 

18 

1,676 

1,658 

Total, ... 

433 

17,270 

40,759 

23,489 


The usual statement annexed to this report shews this result in de- 
tail with the cost of the settlement. 

8. Pergunnah Bhowapareh is a long straggling narrow pergunnah, 

, skirting the right bank of the river Raptee, and 

raSt"ter wulK'. Considered in two portions, the nor- 

them between the Raptee river and the Umee 
nuddee till the junction of the latter with the former, the southern lying 
between pergunnah Dliooreeapar and the river abovemen tioned. Tho 
whole pergunnah Is low, but the northern portion is more extensively 
subject to inundation than the southern. The number of large j heels 
connected with the river by nullahs, and of smaller tals in ev( ry direc- 
tion are remarkable. In the rainy season the face of the country is a 
sheet of water interrupted by eminences on which are the village home- 
stead, or fine and extensive groves of mangoe trees. This peculiarity 
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leads to variations both in the extent of culture and the quality of soil ; — 
in the matter of culture ; because it is dependent upon the seasonably, 
early or unseasonably late recess of the water ; in the former instance 
the low lands are prepated for the better sorts of grain, in the latter 
case, for the inferior kinds ; and in the matter of quality, because the 
alluvial deposit after a sweeping inundation may be loam in one season, 
and sand in another. The southern portion is also a good deal affected 
by the overflow of the river and its tributary nuddees, but not to the 
same extent, and the effect is that it beg-rs a higher rate of assessment. 
The rate per acre on the total area of the northern portion is 6 as. 5 pies, 
on the same of the southern, 9 annas. In the former the khureef 
crop is very limited ; in the latter, though the rubee is the principal • 
harvest, that of the khureef is considerable. The soils throughout the 
pefgunnah are dooms, rhutteear and bulooa. The first mentioned 
and best, ordinarily prevails in high land and requires irrigation, the 
means of which are ample ; mutteear, which is commonly called 
kachar, is generally on the low land liable to inundation ; and bulooa, 
as its name indicates, is either the most common alluvial deposit of 
the river, or the light comparatively sterile soil of the most elevated 
spots. The prevailing character of the soil south is dooms and bulooa last 
described, and north it is kachar and bulooa first defined. Barley is the 
staple produce ; wheat is grown, but the rank moisture is supposed to in- 
duce the smut in that grain, a^jd the crop is limited. Sugar-cane is 
scarcely known. Oord Is the principal khureef produce, and in those 
places where the water has not recoded upon the breaking up of the 
rainy season, little is done but to sprinkle with tlie least possible labour, 
in previous preparation, a little musoor or such inferior grain upon the 
surface, Tri fact, barley is the grain upon which the cultivator founds his 
liope of profit. Tljcre are now two, whereas there was formerly but one 
grain market of note. Bhowaparch kha-s now being reclaimed from the 
jungle is ouc, and (hijpoor the other. From the latter place a good deal 
of barley is exported on small boats to Raj poor. Buihuj at the conflex 
of the Raptee and the Surjoo or Gogra where laden on larger boats 
it finds its way to the markets on tlie Ganges. Kasheo Ram, a banker at 
Gujpoor, has good credit as far as the presidency. Piprowlee in tuppah 
Reyt, and Kotah, in the tuppah of that name, are respectable bazars for 
cloths. To the former place they are brought from Taudah in Oudh. In 
the latter tuppah many weaver families reside and earn a living by the 
manufacture. The population of Bliowapar is estimated at 36,745 of 
which T^ths are Hindoos. 

9. The large portions of this pergunnah, reputed to appertain to the 
talooqua of Raj Sutasee, caused its being brought 
under settlement with other parts of that estate. 
Here as in Silhut, the question of the Birt tenure, prevailing principally 
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within the Raja’s and his relative’s portion of the pergunnah, was thorough- 
ly investigated and definitively disposed of. It is of course needless to do 
more than allude to a question, which, after most patient discussion, has 
been set at rest. The result of the investigations of the Birt tenure is 
as stated below ; — 


Talooquft. 

No. of villages. 

No. of Birt vil- 
lages. 

Government 
juma highest. 

Malikana. 

Total. 

Without Birt. 

Government 
juma highest. 

Raj Siitasee, 

UO 

119 

10,209 

2, ".52 

12,561 

21 

1,500 

Ranee Sohass Koour, 

54 

17 

1,217 

313 

1,560 

37 

1,360 

Independent ze- 1 
mindar, / 

222 

8 

656 j 

124 

780 

214 

»25,787 

416 

144 

12,122 

2,789 

14,901 

272 

28,617 


It is proper to add that the Birtiyas now pay the Government 
revenue with the malikana direct at the Government treasury, and in all 
respects are as independent as their neighbours The malikana was not, 
when these settlements were made, fixed at the now universal standard 
of 20 per cent, upon the Government juma. The mode of its adjustment 
was as follows; of the gross rental, after deducting 15 per cent, for ex- 
penses, 30 or 40 per cent, was deducte(f from the remainder, as allowance 
for management, leaving the balance as Government juma, and of this 
allowance for management ^the Birtiyar was entitled to a proportion of 
9 annas, and the Raja to a proportion of 7 annas. The same rule 
was ob.^erved with regard to the Ranee Sohass Koour’s estates, which 
upon tlie death of the present holder, a widow, revert to the Raja, who 
is her nephew. In the Birt and zemindaree estates, the putteedaree te- 
nures are imperfect. The ryotwar collections are universally made in the 
presence of the sharers, and the deficiency, after bringing the amount to 
credit of ihe Government demand and expenses, is made good by a rate- 
able assessment of the seer cultivation, the determination 'of which is left to 
the pufwaree. The proportion of seer cultivation is regulated by the 
amount of each share, as expressed in fractions of a rup6e, and all excess 
of holding is taxed at a trifle below ryotwar rates and paid by the sharer 
as a cultivator. Prior to the settlement, the arrangement of pottah and 
kubooleeut between zemindar and ryot seems scarcely to have existed, it is 
now general, and quittances at the termination of the spring harvest are 
universally granted. A peculiar tenure was found in the Ranee’s estate 
of a class of persons called mundeedars, whom the settlement officer, Mr. 
Thornton, judiciously placed in such a position of distinct liability to the 
Ranee, that no dispute has since arisen. The mundee tenure is very fully 
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described in that officer’s report. It is only necessary to add that it is an 
hereditary tenure, originating in an assignment of a plot of ground requir- 
ing to be reclaimed, and for which the mundeedar thereafter only becomes 
liable to a certain fixed rate upon the extent of cultivation. The result of 
the settlement officer’s arrangements has been, that every mundee has 
been brought into full cultivation. The tenure is not to be found 
elsewhere. 

10. The settlement it will be observed has been some years in 
operation. These has been no complaint of over 
assessment, except in the two cases which have 
been rectified, and no coercive measures have been necessary to enforce 
the Government demand. The statement of outstanding balances, it • 
will be observed, is for years long past, and leave to erase them from 
account, as almost all nominal, is all that is required. 

I have, &c., 

E. A. READE, 

Collector, 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OP 

PERGUNNAH AMORHA. 


To E. R SMITH, Esq., 

Commissioner of oth Division, 

Ghazeepoor. 

Sip, 

Al^tract statement. No. IV. I }iave the honor to submit the formal 

Do. Do. No. V. ^ ^ ^ ^ , , . , , 

Police jaghire, No. VI. Statements and the map connected Avith the 

Pergunnah map. settlement of pergimiiah Amorha. 

2. The work of marking off village boundaries was assigned to Mr. 

, . Assistant James Brewster, who did the duty 

Boundaries and survey. n • i i mi *1. 

well m the early part of 1 837. The disputes 
were not numerous, and in the majority of cases both parties courted 
the decision of the Assistant on the spot ; his awards gave general 
satisfaction. He remained with the surveyor, Captain Fordyce, in 
the field, until the rainy season commeiiciHl, by which time the field 
work was completed. In October following, the survey plans and papers, 
the admirable correctness of which reflect the highest credit on the sur- 
veyor, were made over to me, and by the end of February 1838, the work 
of village assessment was completed, and the revised juraa came into 
operation from October following, or from 1246 Fuslee. Mr. Brewster, 1 
should here add, was, at my suggestion, appointed amcen on the part of 
the British Government, in concert with Tamur Allee Klian on the part 
of Oudh, to determine the line of boundary between this part of the district 
of Goruckpoor and that country. This duty was one of infinite vexation, 
but at last the many disputes existing were satisfactorily settled, (except 
one in respect to a large alluvion, to which I shall have occasion to refer 
in the conclusion of this report) and pillars of masonry, subsequently 
erected at every angle, liave rendered tins adjustment permanent. 

3. Pergunnah Amorha is the extreme western part of this district, 

and is bounded on the north and west hy per- 
popuknom ' gunnahs Bumhnee, and Nawabguiij in Oudh, 

by the Gogra to the south, and by pergun- 
nahs Nuggur and Bustee to the east. It is the most healthy, most 

• Pergunnah Sulempoor ^ fertile* pergunnah ill 

must yield the palm to the district. It has no forest ; a very small 

remnant of bnishwood jungle to the north and 
west, disproportionate to the rich cultivation around it, exists as a memorial 
of fonner days. It possesses numerous jhocls, none of which are swollen 
by the periodical rains, to any prejudicial extent, and besides the river 
Gogra at its ba^e, has the Munorama nuddcc flowing through its 
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73,948 


centre, which during seven months in the year is navigable to small boats, 
and has always some stream. There are other nuddees besides, and all con- 
tribute means of irrigation. The population, as ascertained by the census 
^ ^ taken, is classed in the margin.* The prevailing 
Moossuimana, ... 6,300 caste IS the Soorajbuns Rajpoot, many of whom 
seeking the profession of arms, enlist as our 
soldiers. These are still a fine race of men both 
as to bodily symmetry and personal character. Bntf proximity to Oudh 
1 X 3 1 . andto Fyzabad^specially, acity of formerfofced 

f Pergunnah Biimhnee is a ^ 

nest of (lacoita, thieves spJendour, and present unheeded wretchedness, 
and had dial actera. improved the character of the people. 

Many have here sought refuge from oppression, more, I apprehend, for the 
purpo.se of concefilment. Pergunnah Amorha, along with the reputation 
of superior intelligence, has obtained a sad celebrity for fraud, profligacy 
and crime, 

4. The three distinctions, mutteear, dooms, and bulooa, obtain and 
none other. The term bhoor, and bhoor khakee. 

Soil and products. . i /. i i i • • 

now sometimes used for the latter descnption, 
was introduced by the surveyor’s people. Bulooa is most prevalent, for a 
large portion of this pergunnah is obviously an alluvial depo.8it left by the 
recess of the Gogra, and in approach to that river, dooms partakes more 
of .sand than it does towards the interior, but the prevailing uniformity 

^ of rates is remarkable. I note in the 
margin* the average rent and de- 
duced revenue rates upon each class 
of soil, deduced from careful investi- 
gation, and the best proof I can ad- 
vance of the correctness of these 
rates is, that in the very many in- 
stancevS of distribution of village assess- 
ment upon parcels, the holders of which are independent, the jumas 

resulting from application of these 
rates, were in all, but in two in- 
stances (and not then with reason) 
acknowledged to be equitable. The 
prevailing crops with the area of 
land occupied by each is noted also 
in the margin.f October rice and 
wheat are the staples. Grain which 
thrive remarkably north of the Mu- 
norama, by a strange superstition, is 
never grown south of that nuddee. 
Sugar-cane is of recent introduction ; 
of cotton there is altogether only 20 


* Soil. 

Average 
rent rate. 

Deduced 

revenue 

rate. 


acre 

aero 

Mutteear, . . 

2 5 1 i 

[ r 8 1 

J^oorus, . 

2 2 3 1 

j 1 6 2 

lli.Iooa, .. 

1 7 n 

0 15 9 


Sort of crops. 

Extent of 
cultivation. 


acres. 

+ Coarse nee, 

23,320. 

Bine ditto, 

4,169. 

Joar Bajra, 

5,992. 

Maash, 

3,676. 

Moong 

6,084. 

Kodo ITrhur, 

10,580. 

Wheat, 

18,100. 

Barley, 

12,475. 

Pease, 

7,411. 

Oram, 

3,324. 

Sugar-cane, 

2,639. 

- T’^PP.V 

8,171. 
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goings. 


acres. Hemp and indigo are unknown, and the poppy cultivation is 
very extensive. 

5. Pergunnah Amorha has, in Bilwa bazaar, the largest grain 
market of the district. It is supposed that on 
Resources, income and out- market days, twice in the week, nearly 

three thousand hackeries full of the various 
sorts of grain are assembled. Factors from all parts of Oudh, and even the 
Doab, here make their purchases, and a considerable number of boats, 
(for the market is near to the (3ogra,)^find ^’employment in transporting 
the grain to the opposite side, whence it is laden upon other carriage 
and taken often to great distances. Bilwa bazaar has risen upon the 
wreck of the bazaars in pergunnahs Bumhnee and Nawabgunj, ruined 
by oppression and interference. Besides it, the 
places marginally* noted, have all bazaars of 
greater or less degree of note. These are all 
grain markets ; with little exhibition of home 
manufactures, as cloths, utensils, implements of 
liusbandry and hardware are mostly imported 
from Tanda, and elsewhere in Oudh. The 
money dealers are all, without exception, grain speculators. In speaking 
of a banker’s credit, the usaai leinark i^, tuai ne 
has dealings from 1,000 to 10,000 Rupees, and 
from 500 to V500 maunds. Of such specula- 
tors there are thirty- two, and it is worthy of 
remark that the wealthiest is a refugee from the 
neighbouring country.f The progress of the poppy, it is proper to notice, 
is the subject of interest in a moral as well as- tiiiancial point of view. 
This is best shown in a tabular statement for the past ten years. 


' Haiderabad. 
Doobolee, 

Uii ,■ 

Amorha khas. 

Umaree. 

Surnamgunj. 

Gouia Pandey. 

Peeareegunj. 

Sikunderpoor. 


t It should be remembered, 
that pergiinnah Nawabgunj 
was given up to Oudh in 
1815, then in a highly flour- 
ishing state, now sadly the 
reverse. 


Year F. S. 

Cultivation 
in beegahs. 

Produce. 

Value paid. 



1 Mds. 

Seers. 

jLk-apv'Oj 

1237 

1301 

108 


15 688 

1238 

1339 

125 

17 

18,1?8 

1239 

1380 

13d 

14 

2o,zo7 

1210 

1511 

139 

10 

2'\P'2 

1241 

1934 

227 

il 

32,931 

1242 

2 07 

337 

24 

48,953 

1243 

4715 

462 

38 

67,127 

1244 

6374 

44 » 

20 

65,179 

1245 

5906 j 

493 

29 

71,590 

1246 

5S37 

467 

31 

67,^28 


The sudden and great increase which took place in 1243, was owing 
to an wrangement set on foot by the Benares Opium Agent for purchas- 
ing opium from Oudh at the rate of 4 Ss. per seer, though three rupees 
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ten annas was the rate payable to the district ryots for home produce. 
As might have been expected, and was repeatedly predicted, the Amorha 
people passed off as Oudh, the opium produced within our territory. The 
Amorha cultivators taking advances from Government had only to make 
them good, by a sufficient repayment in the drug, and to bring the resi- 
due, of their produce, as Oudh opium, vendible at the factory at 6 annas 
per seer greater profit. The system was in fact a premium on fraud, and the 
consequences unfortunate, to say the least ; Government have lost large sums 
by paying more than was needful, and hyk the defalcation produced in the 
Abkavee revenue. Previously, tlie culture of the poppy was confined to one 
class of people, the Quorie ; now none have any scruples against it, Brah- 
min, Rajpoot, Koormee, all cultivate the poppy and the moral effect is, ' 
that no where else in the district is the vicenf opium indulgence so common. 
By the statement above shown apparently only between 60 and 70,000 
Rupees of Government money, taken as land revenue, reflows into the 
pergunnah in the purchase of opium. In reality, more tlian the whole an- 
nual revenue of the pergunnah has of late been yearly paid back for the 
produce of about ^th part of its total area. The folly of speculation 
in opium of Oudh, so called, has at length ceased, and a hope may now 
bo entertained that the sugar-cane will become popular ; and the evils 
of withdrawal sooner or later of the present large supply of Government 
money towards the purchase of opium, be remedied by the substituted 
outlay of private and coinniercial capital in the purchase of sugar. 

6. The formei assessment of pergunnah Amorha has been remark- 
ed as oppressive. The revenue seems for years 

Assessment and iscttkment. , , n . i *.1 i ' ix 

to have been collected with much difficulty. 

The fact is, it was grossly unequal, and the management of the pergunnah 
has fur a long time been in bad hands. The tehsildar, once removed 
from office for malversation, was unfortunately reinstated, and pursued his 
course only with more effrontery. He died just before the necessity 
became urgent, that he should be dismissed with disgrace. The centi'c 
of the pergunnah, being 75 miles from the sudder station, it was worth the 
while only of the greatly aggrieved to come so far for justice. The sirkarec 
canoongoes, according to the expression in vogue, used this pergunnah as 
“ a play thing,” and for a long time the European functionary had nob 
visited this part of the district. Several years back, iho' Deputy Collector, 
Mr. Conolly, made some experimental settlements, the revised juma of 
which then came into operation, and the term of which expired in the 
year 1245. The records I found so imperfect as to be of little or no use. 
Rut the means and opportunities afforded me of not only ascertaining 
the real rates of rent, but observing their remarkable uniformity, the un- 
avoidable elucidation of truth, where estates were highly assessed, and tlie 
clumsy attempts made to conceal, where the assessment was merely nomi- 
nal, all contributed to just calculations and conclusions. It will be observ- 

Vol. II. 63. 
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eel tliat there are more instances at the present settlement of reduction 
of past juma than of augmentation. The inequality of tbe past assess- 
ment I found to be so great, that it was expedient to take no heed of it 
in the distribution by the usual back process of the pergunnah juma over 
the villages. That having been done, the work of comparison of former and 
present juma was made, and all remarkable discrepancies inquired into, 
considered and treated as they deserved. In almost every case, I may safely 
say, past over or under assessment, as compared with present was clearly 
attributable to the canoongoes. Jn some instances the productive charac- 
ter of villages, had been over-rated ; in others a Birtya was to be depress- 
(‘(1 by the imposition of a high assessment ; in others an enemy, by the 
• same means, to be punisbed^ while in cases of opposite character, noth- 
ing can be plainer than that the lightly assessed estates belong to the 
"Raja, his brethren, to tavourites, and to the canoongoes themselves. 

The result of the application of the present prin- 
Former juma, . b 30 , 052 . of the settlement i» a net increase of 

Prefseiit juma, .. ^ , 

rupees 20,796 in a pergunnah clamorously as- 


serted to be over-assessed, and for two years since the revised settlement 
came into operation, this revenue has been realized wdth perfect ease. 
There was not one instance of recasancy in engagement to pay the 
lovised juma nor has one coercive measure been called for to effect its 
realization, 

7. The number of claims, prefeircM:! at the settlement, was very 
great, and in no pergunnah of the district, small 
renin f's . 111(1 .settleuu nfc. Amorha is compared with many, 

has tliore been so much litigation. The people declined recourse to 
arbitration generally, though the most important cases were decided 
l)v jury. The Deputy Collector, Uae Manik Churid, decided about J of 
tlw' cases, and Nasir Alice Khan the rest. The appeals have been more 
numerous tlian in any other three pergunnahs collectively, but the 
decisions here liave been in all cases upheld. So too have they in the 
civil (’Oil i ts. lire Birt tenure has been recognized, and by present arrange- 
ments, put ill such a position, that hereafter it cannot bo disturbed. For 
many years the influence of the sirkaree canoongoes, and their relatives, 
who hold several villages in this pergunnah and of the Raja and his 
bri'tlii’en, has been cx.erted to suppress the Birt title .altogether, and to 
usurp whole estates. In the beginning of our rule, ignorant zemindars 
jilaced tbcinselves under the wing of those persons, and allowed them to 
register their pr()]>erties in their engagements; but becoming wise by 
cxpi'iience, they liave been careful to pay only the Government register- 
ed juma, and their patrons have in consequence used all unlawful means 
to (iispo.ssess them. So too with the Birtiyas ; yet under all circum- 
stances of oppi'ession they have retained their “ Birtyawun of that in 
almost all instances it has been found impossible to deprive them. R 
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left a large alluvial tract, to wliich the people on either side of the river 
laid claim, the ameens on the part of both Governments could not 
come to anj agreement, and it was at last decided that a survey should 
be made and hereafter (it being then uncertain of duration), if it acquired 
consistence that a reference should be made to both the British and Oudh 
Governments. This is the subject of a separate report. 

Goruckpoor \ 1 have, &c., 

COLLECTORSHIP, >* E. A. READE, 

The isf Miiij, 18 U). ) Collector^ 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 


OP 

PERGUNNAH TJLPOOR. 


To E. P. SMITH, Esq., 


AI.str;u-t form No. 

Do Do No. 

j.^^bire No. 
)\ ]guuiiiih map. 


IV. 

V. 

VL 


Commissioner of Wi Division. 

Ghazekpoor. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to submit tlie prescribed 
statements together with the professional map 
connected with the settlement of pergunnah ^ 
Tilpoor. 

I. The W(jrk of marking off village boundaries was executed by t<ie 
• Deputy Collector, Nasir Ally Khan, and by my- 

p,)un(l.ii> and survey. aided by the' tehsildar, in the early part of 

|.s:)S; disputes were rare and easy of adjustment. The Frontier lint? 
.idjoining to Ne])al was fixed by commissioners on the part of both 
( Joveniments soon after the termination of the war, and by a judicious 
resolution then passed, the pillars erected along the line have been trien- 
iiially inspected, and the nt'ccssary repairs made. The survey was con- 
ducted by Lieut. James Brind, whose correctness, and attention, especially 
lo the careful pi’eparation of the khusrahs and field maps, entitle him to 
I'ucoiuium. The village assessment was completed by the end of April, 
and the revised settlement came into efiect from October following or 


from 12 to Fuslee. 

11. Pcrguimab Tilpoor and its neigbboui Benaikpoor are goiuu'ally 
known under the appellation of the Terai per- 
gunnah-s. The former is irregular in shai'c. 
bounded on the north by Nepal, on the east by 
the groat Gunduk and pergunnah Sidhooa Jobna, and on the south and 
\Nest of pergimnahs Huwelee and Benaikpoor above mentioned. Of its 
lime original tuppah subdivisions,' two having been transferred to Nepal, 
^cven now remain, the intermixture of which with each otlier was recti- 
licd at the survey: The climate of Tilpoor from excess of moisture, rank 
vegetation, and long and ^ extensive w'aste, is bad. The water is every 
^^llere more or less brackish. Diseases, the small pox fatal to children, 
-md oKstiiuite intermittent fever, always most injurious to adults in cases 
'vliere its does not produce death, arc common. The population is thin ; 
many of the owners of estates arc non-residents. The area of land 
•^'iigaged for by the cultivator, being, in most cases, disproportioned to his 
moans, agriculture seems to have an imperfect and slovenly appearance, 
fhe natural advantages of access to a large river of a smaller, but import- 
'Uit stream, the little Gunduk, available for navigation during the groat- 
part of the year, and of excellent roads throughout the pergunnah, arc 
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almost entirely unheeded. Tigers and other wild beasts still infest the 
northern parts ; much jungle remains to be cleared, and years of labour 
and contest with the climate and other obstacles must elapse before the 
face of the country can be made to assume the smiling features of the 
southern parts of the district. The soil is good, the distinctions of 
dorus, mutteear and bulooa obtain. The former, which in some other 
parts of the district holds the second place, is here, on account of mutteear 
land being too adhesive, rated as first, and the relative proportions of 
each are as follows : — • 


Dorus. 

Mutteear. 

Bulooa. 

20,224! 

1 15,895 

11,063 


JLlie XliJJXFUl It, , ^ 

allotments for cultivation are let out in nieatsurc 
* Since the measurement tbo kooroos* or ton becghas. The rates of rent 
a„T?he“ rrt except of sooklen becghas, and the rates of rent 

(or per local beegha. except of Sookiuhur and the northern parts of 

tuppah khass, where, on account of recent village feud and deterioration by 
wild animals, graduated assessments have been 
+ The holdere of villages in allowed, are Uniform, and the average rent and 
^erenr^theEx"^^' deduced revebue rates marginally noted, have 
Bootwul. cruided me in the assessment. The principal 

product is rice ; that which is called Bhudaee, or October and the pro- 
^ portions of the cultivated area covered 

by different crops is stated in the mar- 
gin. Sugar-cane prior to the survey 
was unknown, some was last year in- 
troduced as an experiment. Tobacco 
thrives in the vicinity of the most un- 

palatable well waters. Urhur gives a remarkable large return, and a 

P good grain, but it is an objectionable 

crop, as it gives shelter to animals 
from the forest which brouse upon 
wheat and barley. Cotton, like the su- 
gar-cane, has been recently introduc- 
ed to a small extent. Termeric, cap 
sicums and ginger grow luxuriantly. 
The intoxicating plant “ Bang” needs 
no attention, and spreads like a weed. 
The soil too seems adapted especially 
for the growth of fine timber trees 



Average 

Deduceii 


Rent. 

Revenue. 

Dorus, 

Mutteear, 
Bulooa, 

1 8 2 

1 4 2 

0 12 0 

1 

1 0 8 

0 14 6 

0 8 3 


SORT. 


Acres. 


October rice coarse. 
November do. fine, 
Koodrum, 

Murwa, 

Maasb, 

Wheat, 

Barley, 

Oram, 

Mussooi*, 

Termeric and ginger, 
Garden vegetables, 
Urhur, 


Finer or loftier trees are no where seen ; sissoo trees of good grain 
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size are found in the jungle, and the Khyr trees, from which is prepared 
the catechu of commerce, abound to a very great extent. The exports of 
Tilpoor are principally rice, and other grains, which mostly take the 
direction of pergunnah Huwelee ; a small traffic exists with Nepal, but 
this has rather diminished than increased of late years, the exports from 
Nepal by Bootwul taking course towards Bansee. At Palee, a market 
on the other side of the pillars, spades and implements of husbandry, and 

j Nichlol Tuppah Khass, appliances of domestic use are pur- 

Kothebhar do. Pooranee Kurhee, chased cheap and of ffood material, whole- 
Buhlee Khar do. Bhanit Kund, l u* i x i j ^ ! a »» 

Mithoura do. Khass, Sale, which are retailed at the ‘‘ hats or 

Chouk do. Small markets that occur once a week at 

Buiheepoorwa do. Nyee Kurhee, 

the places noted in the margin.^ 

III. The history of this pergunnah for many years is painful. It 
, seems originally to have been peopled by a race 

tenures and people, called Tharoos. The Bimjarahs un- 
der their naiks or leaders usurped at different 
times parts of Tilpoor and Benaikpoor, and were beaten in contest by the 
forces sent against them of the Rajas of Bootwul and Palpa. The names 
ol tliesn pergunnahs appear to have been derived from Benaik Sein and 
Tilikram Sein, descendants of Mukoond Sein, who established his authori- 
ty from the river Kosee to llurdwar. Tilikram, a younger branch, 
joining himself to the Bimjarahs, for a time held Tilpoor in independent 
authority, but the elder branch, taking advantage of the rashness of these 
confederates, who entered into a contest with the Nawab Casim Allee 
Khan, by whom they were defeated, restored it to the ancient dominion 
ot the Bootwul Raj. This was in 1759. The oppressions of the Bunja- 
rahs, who seem to have been a mixture of rebels and dacoits, were, after 


some years of imperfect rest, exchanged for contests between the forces of 
the Arnil and the Raja in 1778 owing to unliquidated demand of revenue. 
Ihe claims having been got rid of by the personal regard of the Nawab 
^izeer towards the Raja of Bootwul, strife and contention and mischief 
in its train, arose from a quarrel with the Raja of Sutasee in 1788. The 
latter was defeated in a pitched battle at Nai Kot in Benaikpoor, and 
the land had rest till 1800, when the Goorkha Raja, in part of his dispute 
with the Raja of Bootwul, commenced a series of predatory incursions, 
which were only put an end to upon the conclusion of the war between 
the Biitish Government and Nepal in 1816. This long continued state 
of disorganization sufficiently accounts for so much of this pergunnah be- 
mg waste and wild, and is a necessary preface to the notice of existing te- 
nures. Upon these I have made much research, with very little satisfac- 
toiy result. It is clear that the Oudh Government fully and explicitly 
recoguized the Raja of Bootwul as zemindar of Tilpoor and Benaikpoor. 

fija Mahadut Sein was a favorite of the Nawab Asuf-ood-DouIa who was 
^ keen sportsman and annually visited his friend for the purpose of in- 
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* This remark a}>plies to so 
much of the pergunnah Be- 
uaikpoor left in this district, 
a very large portion having 
Been made over to Nepal. 


dulging in his favorite recreation. On one occasion the Prince conferre{]» 
the honour on his associate of exchanging turbans and from that time the 
Bootwul Raja’ in lieu of the term of his engagement to pay revenue an- 
nually sent some present, and in fact was a mere feudatory. At the ces- 
^5ion, Pirtheepal Sein, son of Mahadut Sein, was admitted to engage as the 
zemindar of the whole of Tilpoor and Benaikpoor. In the years follow- 
ing he was placed in durance by the Raja of Nepal, and at the recent 
rnendation of the Magistrate, Mr. Ahmuty, the Government, under date 
2()th August 1804, directed the \^iole property to he held khass. Pirthoe- 
])nl Sein was murdered in 180G, leaving under our protection Rattiin S(;iii 
n minor, who afterwaids died in 182G, leaving as his sole survivor Bijei^ 
Sein, the present Raja, a young man eighteen years of age. The ordiu* of 
Government above quoted is still in effect*. Pergimnah Tilpoor is in real- 
ity still khass tehsil. In the settlements pade in 
1 21 G,and 1 220, the positive assurance recorded by 
tlie Government tliat the zeraindaree right should 
not be affected by the arrangement of khass teli- 
sil, is again and again repeated. Hence at the 
present settlement the Raja claimed to liave the whole pergunnah settled 
with him. From the investigations made in reference to such a claim, it 
has been ascertained, that* the holders of villages have almost every 
variety of title, zemindars, moostajirs, mocuddums, birtiyas, malgoozars 
and abadkars. The Collector making the settlement, having been care- 
ful to record in every instance that the Raja’s zemindaree right was to be 
maintained, seems to have considered the title under which tlio village 
holder engaged as a matter of no moment. Several persons have obtain- 
ed title as zemindars through the corrupt practices of the Raja’s advisers 
and the canoongoe. The pergunnah was placed in the huzoor tehsil and 
the result is that a great many of the estates are in possession of resi- 
dents in tlie town of Goruckpoor. In some lowfeer settlements made by 
the Collector, the persons engaging took title as zemindar. The coun- 
ter claims to the Raja’s have been put in the fortn of Birt applications for 
ficttlemeut But this is only because the Birt tenure has in those pergun- 
nahs where it obtains (here it does not) been made independent. It 
difficult to treat of rights in a part of the coTintry which has almost un- 
interruptedly for many years been a scene of contest and bloodshed. It 
seems to me however to he established that the Rajas of Bootwul from 
1758 have been sole proprietors, and that the villagers were composed 
either of persons who enjoyed the fruits of their labours on condition of 
rendering military service when called on, paying an almost nominal rent, 
and who were called jaghiredars or non-military cultivators, who paid rent 
to the heads of villages called Muhtoes, who again paid their chief, in 
grain, his right to a moiety of the produce of the mere cultivators’ labour, 
less onc-third Or one-fourth (as they ‘might be in favor or otherwise) of 
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that moiety granted to the muhtoes in compensation for management 
Such is still the prevailing tenure in the vicinity of Bootwul, and under 
all the hindrances of continual contest with neighbours, such seems to 
have been maintained in Tilpoor until the incursions of the Nipalese, 
the flight of the Raja’s family from Bootwul to find an asylum at Goruck- 
poor, the assumption of management by Government, the murder of the 
the minority of his son, and the war* with Nipal, all rendered the 

• The military force under pergunnah desolate and effected the introduction 
General Wood in the Qoruck- of a DOW State of matters. The Wealth which 

chn'^f aT^^^ey^ad bee^^^ the Raja of Bootwul’s family brought to Goruck- 
poor made more than one banker ; and specula- 
tors tempted by the accounts given of whole villages deserted in Tilpoor, 
manoeuvred to obtain possession, and succeeded. The effect of this is, that 
the Government assessment has been more than trebled, a race of men 
more sturdy and skilful than the listless residents of the terai, has under 
all the disadvantages of climate changed the face of the country wonder- 
fully for the better ; and if they have supplanted others, they have at 
least succeeded where others failed. In reality, the tenures of this per- 
gunnah I conceive simply to be these, that the Raja is, from recognition 
by the former Government and special assurance of our own, zemindar, 
and that the holders of estates are abadkars. The claim of the Raja to 
malikana leviable from those holders, I have, on the plea that Govern- 
vunt have undertaken to do the Raja justice on this pointy disallowed. 
This people we found in clear indisputed possession. They have clearly 
reclaimed the waste. We are indebted to their exertions for a present large, 
and prospectively much larger, increase of revenue. It may be, and, I 
think is, proper that Government should settle determinately the provision 
to be made for the Raja in lieu of the zemindar’s claim for malikana upon 
this pergunnah and Benaikpoor also. Upon the assumption of the 
management by Government under orders dated 1st November 1804, an 
allowance of 4,000 rupees per annum was granted as a subsistence to the 
Raja’s family. Upon 20th October 1815, the most Noble the Governor 
General was pleased (as a politic measure) to increase the stipend to 
6,000 Rs. per annum, pending the settlement of the Raja’s affairs and 
the hostilities with Nipal. This allowance and the income from 79 
rent free estates, and that derived from Julkur and Bunkur was enjoyed 
by the Raja till 1817, when upon a representation from the Collector, 
dated 26th July 1817, Government were pleased, in lieu of 25 of those 
estates having been transferred to Nipal under date 28th Novem- 

♦ ^ o her 1817, to increase the stipend* to 700 Rupaes. 

Rs. 8,400 per annum. , r » 

per mensem. Ihe question of the zemmdaree 

right remained unadjusted, and the whole of the rent free villages above al- 
luded to, as well as the Julkur and Bunkur, giving an income of 1,500 Rs. 
per annum, have been resumed. The Raja’s claim, therefore, I consider 

Yoi. II. 64 
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merits the attention of Government. It would be unworthy of our charac- 
ter and the pledges given, to neglect it. The Raja is a refugee in our 
dominions ; in concluding a treaty of peace with o\ir enemy and his, we 
have parted with many square miles of hk territory ; we have acknowledged 
his zemindaree right, resumed his rent free tenures and perquisites, 
• Increase present settlements, the gain from 

Tilpoor, 26.464 Tilpoor and Benaikpoor^ is Rupees 32,4 j 64, and 

Benaikpoor, . , 6,010 expiration of the term of 20 

years Rupees 70,990 over its present assessment I recommend therefore 
that the stipend of Raja Bijee Sein be fixed definitively at 1,000 Rupees 
per mensem in lieu of all claims. Under the 
^ Rs. 12,000 per annum. assurance that this proposition would meet with 

approval in making the settlement, I have arranged that the malgoozars 
shall pay no more than the recorded jumaAhe burden allowance 
resting with the State. I note below the detail of the occupancy oTp estates 
in this pergiinnah. Juma. 

3^^ Raja’s relatives and adherents, 2,634 

105 Residents of Gonickpoor and other speculators, 27,912 

45 Settled with parties in possession as possessors without title, 7,216 

1 Farm of a petty estate for recusancy, 25 

7 Invalid jaghires subject of a separate report, 

9 Jungle tracts all settled but two which have since been applied for, 

1 Rent free police jaghire, 

No other parcels of rent free lanti exist. The invalid jaghires on 
account of involving a question of pension to the female heirs of 
deceased pensioners, and not being liable to assessment in the first year 
of this settlement, are reserved for separate consideration ; I have only 
in conclusion to make a brief notice respecting the jungle tracts. 
Two parcels at different times, with the approval of Government, have 
been assigned to Mr. P. B. Daimes, who has a factory at work. These 
engagements, owing to great discrepancy between the result of the 
former measurement and present survey, have been revised and will 
be resubmitted. The Raja applied for a grant, and not considering 
that he had sufficient means, I declined acceding to his request, but 
in the year following his father-in-law* having 

• The Rajah of Tooisee- 60,000 rupees purposely to undertake 

the clearance, and no better offer having been 
made, I have accepted his engagement for the Doma khund jungle. All the 
grants made to Europeans and natives in this pergunnah appear to be get- 
ting on, and applications have been made to take 

• I found much improve- remaining allotments* which after due inqui- 

ment during a recent tou . will probably be submitted for confirmation. 

I have, &c., 

E. A. READE. 

Collector, 


ment during a recent tour. 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT 

OK 

PERGUNNAH HUWELEE. 


Sir, 


• Statement No. IV of juma. 

Ditto, No, V of area. 

Ditto, No. VIofpolicejaghire. 
Statement of financial result. 


To E. P. SMITH, Esq., 

Commissioner of 5th Division. 

Ghazeepoor. 

Dated Gomch/poor, the \5th July 1840. 

I have the honor to submit the statements named in the mar- 
gin,* illustrative of the settlement of per- 
gunnah Huwelee, Goruckpoor, with the 
mops of the porgunnah. 

2. The duty of marking off the village boundaries and of parcelling 

off the forest into convenient portions, for subse- 
rie^Shrsuney. assignment to grantees, devolved upon the 

junior Deputy Collector, Nasir Alee Khan, he 
being younger, and supposed to be better able bear exposure than 
his senior.* He did his duty well ; many of 
the disputes were decided by juries, more in 
this pergunnah than any other ; and in parting off the forest, he judi- 
ciously sought and was guided by the hints of the surveyors. Lieut. S. A. 
Abbott surveyed the eastern, and Captain H. M. Lawrence the western, 
portion. It was originally intended to have subdivided this large tract 
of country and to make the settlement of each subdivision separately, 
hut the proposition was overruled, and I am glad, though the suggestion 
was my own, that it was negatived. 

3. The pergunnah is bounded on the east by the little Gunduk 

which separates it from pergunnah Sidhooa Job- 
popuktio^' na, and by Silhut which was formerly a part 

of it, on the south and west by the river Raptee 
and pergunnah Bansie, and on the north by Nipal and the terai per- 
gunnahs Tilpoor and Banaikpoor east. The forest entering from the 
south-east, passes through it irregularly in a north-westerly direction, 
increasing in amplitude as it progresses northward, till it mingles with 
the prairies of the terai. East of this belt of forest the land is clear, often 


Rae Manik Cliimd. 
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undulating and dry ; west of it we find it marsh and morass, and a no* 
table portion of it yearly inundated by the river Eaptee and its tributaries^ 
The eastern portion, at a distance from the forest, is tolerably healthy 
according to general repute, which assigned an opposite character to the 
western. The climate of the former is represented to be too arid, of the 
latter too moist. The negative merit of being less insalubrious than the 
terai itself is allowed on both sides. The population is thin though the 
town and suburbs give by census 23,015 the total noted in the margin* 

. Hindoos, 1,85,743 gi'^es l*arely 114 per square mile, but this is 

Moosulmans, 28,002 accounted for, by the vast extent of forest, waste 

Total,— 1,63,745 and marsh land. 

4, The distinction of soil are dorus, mutteear, and bulooa. In a 
few rare instances bhath has been mentioned but 
Soil and producU. peculiar soil does not extend 

east of lihe little Gunrluk. Kureyal occasionally mentioned appertains to 
mutteear, being of the nature of tenacious clay, and dhoos is applied to 
sandy ridges which are common and universally sterile. The rates are 
low, and from different causes very equal throughout the pergunnah. 
They are very moderate on the eastern side because light soil is prevalent, 
requires much irrigation, and the means of irrigation are limited in capa- 
city. These are principally ponds, and reservoirs, which are sufficient 
only for one or two good distributions of surface water to their neighbour- 
hood, and do not last out the season. ‘The insufficient fall of rain, or its 
early termination, is a subject of anxiety and loss. Upon the western 
side where the attraction of forest trees brings abundant rain always and 
inundation is annual, rates are low because of excessive moisture, late 
crops and the diseases in grain produced by damp ; and there too, far mora 
than on the eastern side, the labour of the husbandman is sadly liable to 
be injured or destroyed by the devastations of all sorts of animals fiom 

the forest ; wild elephants, deer, hogs, 
hares and horned cattle still issue 
therefrom, and commit incredible 
mischief. I note in the marginf the 
average rent and deduced revenue 
rates upon each class of soil educed from investigation which have guided 


• mein the assessment. The principal crops arerice, 

I^ce, 1,66,031 wheat, barley, and gram. Sugar-cane is of recent 

41,214 introduction, yet the soil seems well adapted to 

£ctrl€V« ••• -••••• f ^ * 1 

Gram, 23,081 it. Probably the invasion of forest animals, or 

Sugar-cane, 1,220 though mention 


may bo made of a singular superstition which prevails that disaster is sure 
to fall upon the speculator who plants it west of the Eohin. But the 
exceeding prosperity of the sugar-cane, aided by the market of Boggai 
PD the great Ounduk in Sidhooa Jobxia has induced to try it on thia 
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gide of the little Gunduk, and its culture is annually increasing. 

5. Pergunnah Huwelee is in the infancy of improvement; excepting 

the terai pergunnahs it is the least advanced of 
Trade an mar ets. district. The singular sinuosities of 

the Raptee river, its frequent shoals in the dry season, and the dangers 
from sunken trees, are impediments to its navigation. The hill trade, 
and a good deal of the north-western trade in grain passes west of it to 
the Gogra at Gola-Gopalpoor and on the eastern side, the markets of 
Burhuj at the junction of the Raptee with that river and of Bhagulpoor 
further eastward are formidable rivals. Its internal communications have 
been very imperfect ; its huge forest and extensive marshes have stood as 
a barrier between the valuable markets east and west of it. The town 
has risen on the ruins of Fyzabad, and is supported by its artificers who 
have here found refuge ; by individuals of acquired means, who prefer 
residence where grain is cheap and firewood costs nothing, by the trade in 
the grain produce of the immediately northern parts of the district, and 
in that of the forest from the Gorge of Bootwul dcwn to its own close 
vicinity, and by the presence of the Courts and a Cantonment. 

6. Mention is made at foot of the general statement No. V of the 
different officers who have conducted the settle-^ 
ment. The settlements of Mr. Armstrong, 4 in 

number, were experimental and worthy of being upheld ; those of Mr. J. 
Thornton, 5 in number, apply to estates settled and confirmed with per- 
gunnah Bhowapar, though on this side of the river Raptee. Mr. F, 
Stainforth was charged with the duty of conducting the settlement of the 
estates included in the talooqua of Raj Sutasee, which comprised part of 
pergunnah Silhut and Bhowapar as well as Huwelee, and subsequently 
of the mehal jungle Boreedee, or that tract of country which includes 
tlie greater part of tuppah Lelida, between the Porva Nulla and the 
Robin Nuddee. His work which had been from time to time sub- 


The settlement. 


milted in separate reports was collectively returned for revision, and si- 
miiltaneous tiansmission for sanction with the remainder of the per- 
gunnah. In reference to the Sutasee talooqua, it is only necessary to ex- 
plain, that on account of its disorganization, the incompetency of the 
Raja, and the pecularity of the Birt tenure it was found necessary to as- 
sign the duty of its settlement to an officer subordinate only to the Com- 
missioner. Mr. Edward Currie who effected the settlement of so much 
of the talooqua as lies in pergunnah Silhut, ably and perspicuously stated 
and determined the position of the Raja and the Birtiyas. His reports 
and arrangements received the sanction of Government, and naught was 
left to his successors, Mr. John Thornton in Bhowapar, and Mr. F. Stain- 
forth in Huwelee, but to follow his example. In the course of revision of 
the work of the gentleman last mentioned, except the completion of all his 
papers, I have only had occasion to make an alteration of his assessment 
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Tuppah No 
Ootee, ft 14 

Rusoolpoor. 14 37 


Lehda. 

Bankee. 

t Khutrah. 

X RujdaDee. 


§ No. 

110. Durrah 
in. Mutten 
120. S(joorna 

country was 
with Nipal. 


6 8 181 
20 21 27 31 


92 


2174 


In Mr. Stain forth’a 
tabular statement 


in a few* cases, wliere the plus and minus error 
of his measurement was shown by the survey and 
remeasurement to have been excessive ; where in 
one case*!" a juma had been fixed at which no 
one Would engage, wherej river encroachment 
has made revision proper, and where the Raja 
of Sutasee or his advisers had been successful in 
inducing ameeiis to furnish maps and papers of incipient villages§ in the 

forest, the existence of which was 
only imaginary. With regard to the 
of Khutrah. junglc Boreedee mehal, this tract of 

set apart for refugees during the progress of hostilities 
Tlie land was parcelled out into locations and given to the 
settlers ; annual, biennial, triennial, and quinquennial settlements were 
made with them, and Mr. Stainforth, acting upon his own judgment, 
fixed his term at 12 years with the expectation of increase thereafter. It 
was determined by the Sudder Board that the term of settlement of the 
whole pergunnah should be uniform, and accordingly the assessment of 
the jungle Boreedee villages, had been revised from the 13th year to the 
end of the term of the whcde pergunnah, and the graduated increase of 
the juma carried on till the attainment of the rate at which the assess- 
ment has been fixed of the jungle grants in the vicinity, so that in the 
20th year of the settlement there may be no complaint of inequality. 
Elsewliere the assessment has been imposed upon the usual principle, 
and the circumstance of graduated assessment being frequently allowed, is 
owing to the at present, injurious infiucnce of the forest \ipon the improve- 
ment of estates in its vicinity, and the prospective certainty that the 
enterprize of grantees will extirpate or drive back the animals, which 
now find shelter in it, to the hills. The increased rate of the revised 
juma over that of the past settlement is enormous, but it should not 
be forgotten that a large portion of this increase is derivable from 
estates which never paid any revenue before, and which are now taxed 
at rates so low, that the idea of over-assessment cannot reasonably be 
entertained. 

7. Of 1674 numbers in pergunnah Huwelee, 64 are jungle 
grants, 130 Birt estates, 74 rent free tenures, 
and 1406 are zemindaree estates, including 
252 parcel holders who pay their quotas independently, and the pro- 
portion of the assessment for the 
1st year or from 1247, borne by 
each class is stated in the margin.* 
With regard to the jungle grants, 
the whole area of the forest has 
1574 2,38,247 „ „ been assigned to Europeans, East 


• 64 Jungle gni.nts, 

74 Rent free tenures, 
117 Sutasee Birts, 

13 Other ditto, 

, \ Parcel holders, 

Zemindars, 


Juma of 1247. 
1620 „ „ 

26,179 ll 
2,145 „ „ 
4.076 „ „ 
2,04,211 „ „ 


2,38,247 
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* Europeans, 
East Indiana, 
Natives, 


1,73,950 

36.478 

78,770 


ToUl— 2,88,898 


•j- It has been proved that ameens sent to 
measure in the forest dreading wild 
beasts, sat outside and made guess plana 
and details. 


Indians and natives.* Some difficulties arose and therewith want of 
confidence owing to different views having been lield by the resident 
functionaries as to the plenary right of the State 
to the forest and waste, soon after these assign- 
ments first began to be made. There was also 
much error from the marking off bounds succeed- 
ing instead of preceding reported measurements. 
For the survey has shown that they were in many instances only reported,f 

and* not real, hence the so called 
grantee was found suing and liti- 
gating for occupancy instead of using 
axe, spade and plough, as not unfre- 
quently the same lands under different appellations had been, on paper, 
granted to different applicant.s. But since the determination of bound- 
aries rendered imperishable by the survey, and the notification of old 
engagements based upon great error, the work of clearance has began in 
earnest, and under all the hardships and obstacles of the speculation, 

i20 E»t.tea belong to the Birtiyae progressing satisfactorily. Some 
which has been the subje-’.fc of a previous of the rent freej tenures are sub- 
aud will be of another report, • i. j. tj.* x* i. j. i 

ject to litigation at ratna, and many 

will lapse on the demise of the present incumbents. I need not enter 
into expositon of the Birt tenure. It is known to Government and 
both the title and position have«been determined by authority. The 
tenures elsewhere are remarkably simple, being mostly pure zemindaree, 
and in the rest imperfect putteedaree. This vast tract of country has 
so recently emerged from the waste, that the tenures have not had time 
to become complicated. . Claims, especially antiquated claims, have 
been exceedingly numerous, and litigation has abounded, but only six- 
appeals have been made to the Commissioner’s Court, and it is necessary 

§ 117 appeals to me, 5 obders reversed, 1 marvellous pau- 

of which has been upheld in appeal to city by the statement that litigants 
the Commissioner. i r j • r r i i i 

have preferred going to the local 
Courts at once, I rejoice to add that the decisions of the settlement 
have been upheld with scarcely any exception. The credit of this is 
mostly due to the Deputy Collector. § 

8. The prosperity of this perguunah humanly speaking, depends 
upon the improvement of its communications. 
It has, till lately, stood a terra incognita in it- 
self, and a blockade between rich tracts of country east and west of it. 

II One from Captaingunj to Kurmene New lines of roadll have recently 
gnat uniting Mehdaval the great hill , x xi. i r j 

niarket in Mughur with Purowna in Sid- been CUt through the forest, and 

hooa Jobn» ; another from Goruckpoor ^^dges and embankments are grad- 
to Heteympoor, a sugar market on the ® ® 

little Gundiik ; another from Goruckpoor ually rising to render them of per- 

mtaIrtCugh ^ manent Utility. The markets on the 


Concluding remarks. 
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western Raptee and eastern Gunduk are now no longer dissevered anc 
looking to my own brief observation of what has already been done 
I can venture to predict that at the end of the term of the presen 
settlement, it will be impossible in 1266 Fuslee for any one to recog 
nize the Huwelee of 12415. 

I have, &c., 

E. A. READE. 

Collector, 
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REPORT 


ON THE* 

SETTLEMENT OF THE DISTRICT 

OF 

GURHWAL, 

IN THE PROVINCE OP KUMAON, 

BY 

J. H. BATTEN, ESQ., C. S. 


To G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq., 

Commissioner of Kumaon. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward two general statements for zillah Gurh- 
wal ; No. 1, exhiliiting the revenue assessment accord- 
ing to the re-settlement made under the provisions of 
Regulation IX of 1833, of every puttee and pergunnah, with the total 
result for the whole zillah, drawn up in comparison .vith the assessments 
of former settlements ; No. 2,* shewing the distribution of increase and 
decrease made in the Government demand throughout every division of 
the zillah. 

II. The mouzahwar statements of each pergunnah have previously 

^ , been forwarded to your office ; but as alterations of 

General statement. . . . . i p i i ^ 

juma in some instances, and of the number of 

.separate leases, and of the distribution of villages included in the several 

pottahs in other instances, have been subsequently made, I respectfully 

beg leave to recommend that the two statements now forwarded be alone 

sent to the Sudder Board for their inspection and approval. These have 

been drawn up with all the changes which may have been ordered in re- 

^ gard to amount of Government iuma, by the 

t These statements also in- ^ . . . , , 

eluded all recent Nia Abad Commissioner, consequent on appeals and re- 

ICgh ferences.t The only summary settlement made 

since the completion of the proceedings under 
^^port, (at least the only one which has been brought to my notice,) has 

* Note.— Not published. 

Vol. II. 65 
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been that of inouzah Chorkundee, puttee Sablee, pergunuah Mula 
Sulan, reducing the - revised juma from Rs. 96 to 64, the cause of the 
reduction being a consideiubie loss of arable land by floods which occur- 
red subsequent to the settlement A note on this summary settlement 
has been made at the foot of the tabular statements ; but, as the copy of 
the order sanctioning the change has not been communicated officially to 
me, I have left the alteration in the puttee and porgunnahwar columns, 
and in the total amount of juma for the whole district to be made during 
the passage through your office. • 

III. It appears from a statement B, attached to Mr. Commissioner 
Traill’s printed statistical sketch of Kumaon * 
strL“t"rf preser*Xement ‘*'0 amount of revenue fixed by the Goor- 

kha Government at the last settlement made 
of Gurhwal which is now included 
in the province of Kumaon, amounted to 
1,04,551 Goorkha rupees, equivalent (at the rate of 12 annas per rupee) 
to 78,414 Furruckabad rupees. Of this sum rupees 82,406 equal to 
61,805 Furruckabad rupees, formed the land revenue ; while the remain- 
der, rupees 22,145, equal to 16,609 Furruckabad rupees, was made up 
from the following heads : salamee or nuzzurana — rnijharee or tax on 
domes — tunkur or tax on looms — sonya phagun or bhet on festivals— 
adheance dufteree or canoongoe allowances — sayer or customs — tamba 
khana taksal or mines and mint dutfes — khuersal or kuth mehals — kat 
bans or timbers and bamboos — sayer exclusive of customs— and asrnanee 
firmanee or estimated fines and forfeitures. In another statement (D), 
the last Goorkha settlement for Gurhwal is put down at rupees 91,258, 
apparently Furruckabad rupees, and probably being the sum actually 
collected ; the sum named in statement B being that fixed by the 
Goorkha Commissioners. The British assessments are as follow : — 


1872 St. 
35,990 

1873 St. 
41,781 

1874 St. 
46,174 

1875 St. 1877 St. 

45,548 54,996 

Neu) Settlement. 

1880 St. 
64,900 

1985 St. 
67,725 

1890 St. 
69,254 

1898 St. 
68,661 

1899 St. 
68,669 

1900 St. 
68,676 

1901 St. 
68,682 


The highest juma of the revised settlement, viz, rupees 68,682, is 
that which I proposi for the sanction of the Board and Government, less 
by rupees 32, the amount reduced by the summary settlement alluded to 


The discrepancy between Mr. Traill’s printed statements and those appended to hi^ 
periodical settlement reports and the statements now forwarded, arises from the great im- 
perfection of the records for the earlier years, and from the fact that in subsequent years 
villages have been transferred fi-om one puttee to another, whilst others have fallen entirely 
waste and been excluded from the records. My statements refer only to the past and present 
statistics of villages included in the present settlement. 
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in the last paragraph. The number of separate malgoozaree pottahs in 
the settlement last made by Mr. Traill was llTlO/etfriusive of Chandee. 
In the present, the number of pottahs is 1894, making an addition of 
184 malgoozars or pudhans. The number of villages, whether large or 
small, or mere names of lands, which, according to custom or the plea- 
sure of the people, have hitherto been separately recorded as dakhilee 
inouzahs, though often having no separate inhabitancies, is 4103, and 
the quantity of land included in their assessable area is 88674 beesees, 
divided as follows — 63823 cultivated, * 22702 culturable, 2149 huq 
pudhanee. The average rate of assessment being 12 annas and 4 pie on 
total area, and 1 rupee 1 anna and 2 pies on cultivation per beesee. By 
a comparison of the abovementioned data it appears that rupees 36, is 
the average amount of juma for each separate lease, a fact which at once 
shows ]jow different the circumstances of this district are to those of 
other divisions ; but calculating one-fourth of the dakhilee mouzahs or 
lands included within 1894 uslee mouzahs, as having separate inhabitan- 
cies, whether large or small, (and this is not too large an allowance,) the 
average juma per hamlet is so little as 28 rupees. 

IV. In the following report I shall not attempt to avoid a repitition 

of language formerly made use of in the numer- 
thf^iwrt ous letters on the subject of the settlement 

which have preceded it ; nor shall I think it ne- 
cessary to mark such repititions as quotations ; my object being, on the 
[)resent occasion, lay before superior authorities, once for all, in a man- 
ner that will save tlieni the trouble of reference to past correspondence, a 
plain account of my actual proceedings from first to last, viewed in rela- 
tion to doubts, difficulties, and inopportune circumstances which have 
occurred to delay their completion, or render them less satisfactory than 
might at one time have been expected. 

V, Oil first taking charge of the Gurhwal pergunnahs in 1837, I 

had every thing to learn in regard to the pecu- 
jimtory of the new settle- of the Hill revenue system, and every 

thing to teach, as far as my experience acquired 
in the plains would allow me, in regard to the revision of settlement re- 
quired, or then supposed to be required, by the Sudder Board of Revenue. 
It is difficult to say whether the Gurhwal tehsildar, the canoongoes and 
putwarees were more astonished at the terms “ Regulation IX of 1833,'’ 
my own title of ‘‘ Deputy Collector,” and my confident proposition of a 
settlement for a period of 20 or 30 years being about to take place ; than 
1 myself was confounded at the circumstance of having to wander over 
more than 4000 square miles, in order to revise 70,000 rupees of juma, 
^vhich I was told Mr. Traill had, at the last occasion, revised in less than 
a month, on the road between Hurdwar and Budrinath ; and that there 
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was neither a village map to help me, nor a record of area on which the 
slightest reliance could bo placed* Both during the year 1837, when my 
actual labours as settlement Officer had hardly commenced — and during 
1838, when I was personally at work in different camps — all my difficul- 
ties, whether real or imaginary, arose from the vision of a complete settle- 
ment, according to line and rule, constantly floating before my eyes, in- 
terfering with my view of the actual local facts with which I had to deal, 
and inclining me to turn a deaf ear to all the representations of those 
native officials, who had formerly carried into effect Mr. Traill's plans. 
The reports made by me at that time to Mr. Turner, Commissioner of 
Rohilkhund, will probably be remembered by one of the Members of the 
Board, as propounding questions rather difficult of solution by authorities 
to whom only partial glimpses were given of the real nature of the diffi- 
culties which I thought surrounded me, and to whom I still wrotg in the 
language and tone of the regular Settlement Officer of a regular surveyed 
district. The answers received were accordingly somewhat oracular ; 
leaving me perhaps with a clearer view of what perfection might be 
reached, if insuperable obstacles did not intervene— but more despairing 
than ever of my own abilities to satisfy my employers, and at the same 
time benefit the people, in the midst of whom my tents wore pitched. 
From the moment that I rejected the notion of forming my village settle- 
ment on comparisons of measurement rates, or rather on rates per frac- 
tion pf an area guessed at, but never nfeasured ; and that I took into con- 
sideration the casual circumstance of the villages, independent of the 
quantity and quality of their land, the latter merely forming only one 
item, though an important one, of my calculations — the greater part of 
my doubts and difficulties vanished. Then I was enabled, more especially 
after the aid of a native Deputy (Collector had been afforded me, to carry 
on without misgivings — and I hope with real success — the actual busi- 
ness of settlement ; that is the fixing of a fair Government demand for 
20 years for each estate, or set of estates, which required separate engage- 
ments ; and the discovery and declaration of the rights, liabilities and 
comparative possessions, according to their own shewing, not according 
to any authoritative data, of the several communities. 


VI. The jumabundee noio forwarded for the approval of the 
^ . . , , , M Board and the Government, has been founded 

Principles of Assessment. ,i , , 7 

on the past payments of each estate, or set of 
estates, viewed in relation to its present state of prosperity, as shewn 
by the state of cultivation, the number, character and health of the in- 
habitants, the locality of their possessions, and their general resources, 
^ohether mercantile or agricultural, as fairly proved according to the 
opinion of their influential neighbours, consulted in open punchay^ 
on the subject. The new jumas have now stood the test of individual 
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appeals made to yoursdf during the course of three years ; and have, 
I believe, been found to press heavily on the people m but few instances, 
and there a remedy has been applied. The que^pn remains whether 
the decrease of rupees 701, ♦ in th% Government demand on the whole 
zillah, was called for, and whether the interests of Government have been 
sufficiently considered. I have no hesitation in declaring, that if I had 
thought fit to make peigunnahwar jumabundees, and had employed the 
Government putwarees and the thokedars in the duty of distributing 
the whole amount by duraur (as they call such a distribution of 
the juma) throughout the mouzahs of each pergunnah or puttee, I 
could have always made good the loss of revenue, found necessary to be 
incurred in one village, by an increment arbitrarily placed on another,^ 
and thus the total Government demand would have remained undimi- 
nished.^ But my own principles were, except in the case, of the 
Bhote mehals (to which reference will be made in its proper place), 
strongly opposed to such a system of balances and adjustments, on the 
following grounds, viz., the physical fact that no one puttee, however 
small, has one natural character for all its villages ; and that, in fact, 
each village has a separate character, according to its height on the 
mountain side, vicinity tP, or distance from the forests ; situation on 
the mountain, or in the valley ; and above all, its climate, as caused 
by these, circumstances. Neither are there, for the most part, sets of 
villages forming one line at one height, and other sets forming other lines 
fit other heights ; and though it would be easier to form a jumabundee 
on a list of mountain-top villages, upper slope, middle slope, lower 
slope, and valley villages respectively, still great difficulties would occur, 
without a regular survey, in fixing the real characters of the different 
lines , and the moral obstacles, hereafter to be alluded to, would be 
found to separate the different mouzahs of each line more rigidly even 
than the intervening precipices. 

VII. Vast tracts of the province are composed of bare rocks, or 
, covered with forests : in some parts such features 
fecting the settlement. conhned to the upper pai-t^ of the moun- 

tains, whose sides and base are adorned with the 
richest fertility ; while, in other parts, the finest slopes or the fairest val- 
leys are succeeded by continuous miles of river glen, where precipices 
and woods extend to the lowest depths. Sometinfis the jungle is be- 
low the cultivated tracts j sometimes above. In one place, individual 
villages or sets of villages are separated from their neighbours by almost 
impervious forests or impassable crags and rivers ; in another, villages 
Wing little barren waste are mu tually divided by a small copse or ravine, 

V decrease, includes Us. 129 belonging to excluded villages, 

ich have fallen waste. The decrease on villages included in the present settlement amounts 
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or by the natural boundary of a stream flowing' between their fields ; so 
various are the features .of the country through which the hamlets are 
interspersed ; and, howef^er notorious one puttee may be for its plenty, 
and another for its poverty, no opinion in either case can be formed of 
the natural capabilities of one village, by the view of its neighbours, in 
even the smallest sub-division of a tract. It may here also bo mentioned 
that in the plains, water can always be found by digging to a greater* or 
less depth : and that there, the only question arising with reference to 
this important element, whether 4br drinking or for irrigation, is merely 
the expense of a well, and the means of drawing up and distributing the 
water. In a mountain tract, the springs are placed most capriciously by 
nature ; and though it may always be assumed that at a certain distanc<» 
from the summit of a range, the level of springs will be reached (at a 
high level for instance on clay slate formations, and at a lower level^among 
cavernous limestone rocks) ; still, large spaces intervene between the 
different outbreaks of the water. The character of the ground alone de- 
termines the practicability or otherwise of irrigation : and the deep glens 
and lesser ravines, which cut the mountain sides, carry off into their 
barren and rocky bosoms volumes of water, which, if distributed as 
wanted throughout a tract, would render the whole land tceining with 
fertility. 

t 

VIII, Such were the physical r^ons which convince I me of the 
propriety of settling each mouzah with its dakli- 
Moral circumstances affec^ lee lands on its owQ capabilities, and not with 
reference to a distnbution of juma throughout 
a given pergunnah or puttee. But against the latter plan there 
also existed the moral obstacle, that however acquiescent or perhaps 
indifferent to the mode of allotting jumas by the dursur arrangement 
the mass of the people were, when each assessment was only made 
for quinquennial and other still shorter periods, a different state of feel- 
ing arose, when the period of settlement was fixed at 20 years. Then 
each pudhan began to question the right of any one save the settlement 
officer, to fix his share of the revenue burden ; and much began to be 
spoken or rather clamoured about the spite and favor of the thokedars, 
on whom the invidious task of allotment, if they were just men — and the 
suspicious task, if they were partial men, or wished to relieve their own 
estates— would devolve. The clamours I could not have drowned, but 
I could have disregarded them ; and I certainly could have succeeded 
in obtaining increased jumas from some estates to answer equivalent de- 
creases in others, if I had thought it proper to keep the Government de- 
mand at the full amount on the whole zillah, and to disappoint the peo- 
ple, who had been taught to expect great advantages from the revision 
of settlement. 
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Consideration w'hether the 
interests of the State have 
been duly regarded, and re- 
marks on Mr. Commissioner 
Traill’s assessments. 


IX. In regard to the question of a¥hether the interests of Govern- 
ment haver been fairly aeneidered, and whether 
a higher a:«yenue than tiiat of the last assess- 
ment ought not to have been fixed by me, I can 
only point to the periodical increases which 
have taken place since the year 1815 ; and to 

state that, although I fully believe Mr. TrailJ, with his great zeal and vast 
influence over the minds of the hill people, would have been able, not- 
withstanding his own recorded doubts on this point, to present to Govern- 
ment his usual comparative statement shewing an increase to the revenue 
of the State, I came to this province with different instructions, and had 
been taught that the Government demand ought to stop somewhere, and 
that the eighth settlement was a very good opportunity for putting a 
limit thereto. The late Commissioner Mr. Traill, concluded his last 
revenue report, dated 24th December, 1833, with the following emphatic 
words : “ The total amount of revenue of the province of Kumaon, in- 

clusive of every branch of receipt, may be now stated at rupees 2,34,410 
agreeably to the undermentioned details : 

Land revenue, Rs. 2,15,745 

Abkaree and drugs, „ 2,157 

Farm of jungle produce, ... „ 6,958 

Stamps, „ 9,650 

“ The total revenue realized in l8l5 from every source amounted to 
rupees 1,17,730, exclusive of transit duties since abolished. 

To his praise be it ! and also that he found the province (especially 
the Gurhwal portion of it) fast falling owing to the tyranny of its late 
rulers into a depopulated desert, and that he left it a comparative para- 
dise, with its inhabitants invoking blessings on his name, and on that of 
the Government which he represented. The duty of his successors was, 
it appeared to me, rather to consolidate the good that already had been 
done, than to attempt^ with less ability to carry it out, an imitation of 
the only measure, which, if not originally of a doubtful character, had at 
least been pursued to its legitimate limits. 

X. The extension of the period of settlement to 20 years, as before 
hinted, was not quite satisfactory to some of 
the pudhans, and their feeling of faint-hearted- 
ness and distrust as to their future resources 
would undoubtedly have operated in a measure 
against any general increase to the Gurhwal 
juma. The late Commissioner, Mr. Traill, was 

indeed of opinion that such a measure would be followed by a loss of 
revenue, and recorded his sentiments on the subject to the following 
effect : From the facility with which new locations are here obtain - 


Observations on the exten- 
sion of the period of Settle- 
ment to 20 years, with quo- 
tation from Mr. Traill on the 
•subject. Opinion as to the 
stability of the revised ar- 
J'angements. 
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able, the habits of the cultivators «re extremely unstable and migratory:. 
Vacancies arising from desertions are not readily hlled by new tenants, 
while the general poverty of the malgooaars and tenantry renders them, 
incapable of meeting from their owii funds the additional burthens em 
tailed by such desertions. In these cases* the lease would be thrown up^ 
and remission in the demand would be indispensable, to save the village 
from total desertion ; at the same time no advantage could be taken of 
the growing improvement in other villages. It may be doubted whether 
the malgoozars in these districts would willingly engage for so long a 
period, unless the tenants of their respective villages should be consider- 
ed as parties in the engagements, and remain bound for the same term* 
Under the Goorkha Government, when a fixed village assessment 
was promulgated, the above principle was fully recognised, and the 
claim of the malgoozar followed his tenant wheresoever he ^ might 
emigrate.” 

After this lugubrious prophecy of so experienced a functionary, it 
seems only necessary that I should here state my own opinion as to the 
stability of the settlement which has been now made. When I first 
arrived in Gurhwal, and had heard, and in part seen, the revenue circum- 
stances of the district, I came to the conclusion that the new assessment 
for the long period which I was about to make, would fall short of the 
former one by at least 5,000 Rs. The^ decrement actually incurred du- 
ring the course of the settlement has been only Es. 701. Jn the same 
manner Mr. Traill, doubtless, thought that his last assessment in Kumaon 
Proper was only good for five years, and yet, except in the case of the 
terrai farms, it has already lasted nine years with hardly one balance. 
When, therefore, I now record my notion that between this date and 1860 
A. D., by which time every lease in the pergunnahs under report will have 
expired, reductions and summary settlements to the extent of from 1,500 
to 2,000 Es. decrease, not compensated by the additions to the revenue 
resulting from nia-abad leases, may possibly be found necessary, I may 
be only registering my prophetical inefficiency. But there really exist 
some causes, the operation of which might bring about the result con- 
templated. Among them may be mentioned, firat-^ihe sudden or 
gradual desertion of villages, owing, to the loss of life and bodily injuries 
inflicted on the inhabitants by tigers, bears and leopards ; to the diminu- 
tion or loss of cultivation, by the constant incursion into the fields of deer 
and other animals from the forests ; and to the effects of disease (like the 
Budhan fever, for instance, and the late fatal illness at Bhunpoor,) pre- 
vailing among the inhabitants, second — ^the falling waste of dakhilee 
mouzahs, from the migratory and fickle character of some of the 
paeekhast cultivators, third — ^the remission or reductions of demand 
rendered necessary by murrains among the cattle, by seasons of drought, 
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and by loss of arable land from floods, landslips, and in the snowy range, 
avalanches. To these may be added, fowtth - — moral causes, which 
sonietinies lead to the desertion of estates : crimes, quarrels, loss of caste 
and consequent dishonor, panics, and last but not least superstition, with 
its train of imaginaiy evils, witchcraft,- ghost, fairies, curses of fuqeers, 
and the lik(?. Some villages will also die a natural death from the ex- 
tinction of the few old people who now inhabit them, and who have little 
or no odspring. Barrenness is far from uncommon among the puharees. 
But your own observation will have proved to you, that the cause first 
mentioned is one, which, however little suspected by those unacquainted 
with the district, is a very serious evil independent of revenue considera- 
tions ; and though Government liave been liberal in tlie matter of rewards 
for the slaughter of wild beasts, the people of some parts of the province 
t‘V(ni far removed from the plains, are dreadfully harassed by the animals 
enumerated. 


XL 


Difficulty in discovering 
tin* ]);isticvcnue payniejits of 
f8j)ccially of dakhi- 
Ice luouzaliH ti .insfeiTcd from 
one luchai to another. 


Before closing my general remarks on the subject of the revision of 
settlement, I would beg to mention tliat the 
greatest difficulty was experienced by me in as- 
certaining the former jumas of mouzahs, and 
therefore in forming my j\imabundee. As in the 
case of puttee Lohba, pergunuah Chandpoor — puttees Seela, Kourhea 
Pynao, and other puttees of pergunnah Tulla Sulan numerous separate 
inhabited villages were, at the past or previous settlements, included in 
oiu^ lease and attached to some particular uslee mouzali. As there 
were no village account4int.s, and as very few 2)hurd phants or rent rolls 
>vere in existence (such documents being in Gurhwal almost my own 
cr('ation), most particular and searching inquiries, and comparisons of 
accounts, oral and written, became necessary for the discovery of the past 
and present payments of each particular mouzah, the inhabitants of which 
may h;we demanded a separate lease. The last payments of such extricated 
mouzjihs have been recorded in the pergunuahwar statements under the 
term “ gurphanty to distinguish them from Government jumas, and to 
prevent confusion of the two kind of jumas. To show also the actual 
comparison of data in its proper place, the alphabetical arrangement of 
mouzahs has, in such cases, been departed from, and those to which se- 
parate leases have been given, have been placed in ordeV immediately be- 
low the uslee mouzah to which the last stood attached. Whenever I 
discovered that certain dakhiloe estates, now requiring separate engage- 
ments, had been, in the course of four or five settlements, changed 
Irom one uslee mouzah to another, then the ‘‘ confusion became worse 
confounded,” the canoongoes and putwarees entirely lost their wits, and 
and all connected with the work tried to persuade me that the eli- 
mination of past payments in such cases was a problem, which could 

VoL II, m 
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only be solved by supernatural agency, or, if attempted under human 
means, was just possible in the course of ages. But as I was lully deter- 
mined to hunt out every juina, at least througsli the course oi 15 
years previous to the revision ol settlement, at last energy succeeded 
to despair among even the laziest of all known anil ah, and I succeeded 
in gathering together the facts which I actually required. Now there is 
not one revised mouzah, either uslee or dakhilee iii Gurhwal, the fiscal 
history of which is not correctly figured, from the settlement of 18/7 
Sumbut to the present time, .in the Hindeo statement corresponding 
to form No. 2 of the Board s Settlement Circular, which accom- 
panics every misl. The roobacaree of settlement also carefully traces 
out and records the earliest history of each mouzah from first to last, 
in regard to its pudhans, and its changes from dependance on some 
other mouzah to independence ; and again from its solitary ^position 
to inclusion among a set of villages ; and again to its present state, 
whatever it may be. There is no great merit in this work, but it 
may prove some excuse for the delays incurred in preparing th^ 
settlement misls for the Gurhwal Collector’s office ; and the representa- 
tion of it may be useful in bringing to notice the uncertain and 
changeable nature of the village responsibilities and tenures of 
leases, and the scrambling manner in which the revenue has to he 
collected, for some years after the conquest, in a wild country recently 
acquired from a disorderly and arbitrary native Government. I may 
add, however, that notwithstanding all the external and nominal changes 
to which they have been subjected, in many of the well inhabited moii- 
zahs no interference with internal arrangements has ever occurred ; and 
the old village economy, with the single exception of the Governmeut 
demand being paid to the State through the hands of a stranger, has 
stood as firm and steadfast as the rock on which the village is built. 


XII. Recourse to farming leases properly so called, has been rarely 


Farming leases. 


found necessary in the course of tins settlement. 
It would uselessly prolong and encumber the 


report, if I forwarded a translation of the list of such leases clrawn up by 
the native officer ; for, in the scarcity of real moostajur malgoozars, they 
have recorded as such every puclhaii who has been elected or appointed 


to the management of a mouzah in which he had hitherto no proprietary 
interest, consequent on the death or absence of the former pudhan, or of 
his resignation from choice, incapacity, want of means and influence, and 
similar reasons, and not in consequence of his refusal to engage for the 
revised juma on the ground of its being in excess. Wherever the thoke- 
dar of a mehal has accepted the malgoozaree pottah of one or more of 
its mouzahs, owing to the failure in procuring a village pudhan, he has 
been recorded in the settlement misl as a kind of farmer, in order to 
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liim from the actual proprietors of the village lands. In some 
of tlie poorer and les.s populous pergunnahs the influential thokedars 
have, during the course of former settlements, continued to increase their 
proprietary possessions, and to obtain by silent usurpation a title to such 
acquisitions ; merely because no record whatever was at the time taken 
as to whether tliey became the holders of the pudhanship because they 
were by right entithxl to the office, or whether they became so because 
tliey Inid been elected or accepted as managers* of the estate merely fov 
the period of the settleiyient lectsc. As instances, however, of farming 
leases, I may casually refer you to mouzahs Poornoun and Hat Kaleeanee, 
in puttee Pindurpar, pergunnah Budhan, the remarks concerning which 
will be found in IS os. 23 and 49, of the Biiglish village statements ; and 
to the settlement misls of mouzahs Bugolee, Dhonur and jVlussoor, of per- 
giiDiiah ^Dewulgurh ; of mouzah Punnia, and Oodalt, puttee Khatsown, 
2}erguimah Barasyoon ; of mouzalis Seela and Bistana. puttee Lungour, 
pergunnah Gunga Sulan ; and mouzah Hun.sooreo, puttee Cluipra Kote, 
pergunnah Ghandpoor. In a few cases the appointment of sf, rangers to 
the management of villages has been reversed by yourself in the course 
of appeal from the settlement. 


XHI. The general rule.s, which guided myself and the late Deputy 

Ccneral rules adopted Collector* under my directions as to malgoo. 
for tbe leasing and manage- ^ 

luent of mehals. 


zaree arrangements, were as follow : — 


1. The consent of the majority of tlie shareholders in the appoint- 
ment of a pudhan remained, as in Mr. Trailbs time, the general law. 

2. This law took absolute effect in all cases where the oxistino* 
pudhan had held the appointment only during the pericHl of the expired 
sottlemorit, and his dismissal was allowed merely on his failing to ac- 
quire a majority of votes. 

3. When the pudhan had held the office for more than one set- 
tlement, he was not removed without proof of fault or incapacity ; and 
in the event of such proof being forthcoming, his nearest heir, or at all 
events some member of bis hiinily mo.st agreeable to the villagers, was 
held to have the first claim to the appointment. 

4. In large villages the shareholders might elect two or more 
purlhans, each to manage his particular division of the estate, and to 
collect the Government revenue, and his own dues from the shareholders 
holonging to his own particular party or clan. In small mouzahs the 
election of more than one pudhan was discouraged. The above rulef^ 
applied to pave bhyacJiarali estates 

Xote.— Koonr lihugvvan Singh, brother of the t itular li.ijah of Ivuiiuoii, an ciccJlent 
able m.an. whose death in 1S4 w'aB much regretted. 
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5. In villages where there were few or many hissadars, with the 
lands not actually divided amongst them, but cultivated by ’ occupant 
assamees (khaekiir), who were divided among the proprietors, (not 
unfrequently according to their own selection of masters,) that hissadar 
malgoozar who was found in possession of the appointment, or wdio 
could show the orders of the Court uix)n the subject, was confirmed, and 
the claim of liis brother shareholders to be admitted to engage with 
Government was not allowed. But the pudhan in such cases was strict- 
ly forbidden to interfere with the assarnecs of any hissa save his owu^ 
he being entitled to collect the quotas of Government revenue from the 
proprietary shareholders, the latter making their own arrangements for 
collecting their own quotas from the khaekurs. 

6. The same rule was held good in the case of hissadarec estates, 
where the lands were actually divided among the proprietors, an^l where 
instead of the khaekur or occupant, the lands might be found cultivated 
by paeekasht assamees or by sirtan (paying sirtee) renters. 

7. The same rule applied to the case of whole sets of villages 
included in one lease, but with the villages divided among the several 
proprietors, except where on investigation it might bo found tliat among 
two or three malgoozars holding the pottah of a mehal, the village!^ 
placed under the management of each co-pndhau were found not to cor- 
respond with the proprietary rights. ,In such instances the pottalis were 
remodelled, and the villages distributed according to the actual posses- 
sions of the hissadars ; or in cases of doubt, and pending the decision 
of the civil court, according to the voice of the occupant villagers. 
These last ovules apply purely to the awes of proprietary malgoozars, 
with reference to their position in regard to their brother shareholders. 

8. The individual who on first redeeming a mouzah from waste 
obtained the first pottah, was coiisidered the sole proprietor thereof ; and 
if he or his heirs were still in possession of the lands, he or 'they could 
not be removed from the piKlhauship on the representation of the cul- 
tivators, or of the brethren who accompanied the pudhan at the first 
settlement of the mouzah, but who did not obtain the pottah. 

9. The claims to the property in, and management of, such nia- 
abad mouzalis set up by persons (not unfrequently canoongoes, put- 
warees and their relations) who obtained the first pottah of the estate, 
but who, on failing to redeem the waste, or from any other reasons, 
abandoned the mouzah, and at subseq\ient settlements left the pottali to 
be giveii to others, were at once rejected ; unless under the most distinct 
proof of the claimant having continued uninterruptedly to receive some 
kind of malikana from the villagers, and of the right of the latter to the 
pudhanship having been always considered resumable. 
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10. The claims of the thokedar to tlie pudhanship or proprietary 
rig] it of nia-abad lands recently brought under tillage, in opposition to 
the claim of the real clearer of the jungle, were at once dismissed, ex- 
cept he thoroughly proved that he himself had settled the cultivator on 
the lands, and had incurred expense in their redemption. 

11. Such nia-abad mouzahs (rarely paying more than 5 Rs. per 
annum) liave been sometimes included as dakhilees of the mouzahs from 
which the original cultivator came, and in which his hereditary land 
exists ; care being taken either to rocord*thc proprietor as one of the Joint 
pudhans of the whole mehal, or, if he did not reipiire that privilege, to 
register liim as the sole owner of the lands. Such were the rules to 
oiia-ahad villages. 

12. As a general rule, all dakhilee mouzahs were kept with the 
uslce iliouzahs to which they had stood attached uninterruptedly 
since the settlement of 1880 St., except wliere, by mutual consent, a 
separation was agreed upon. 

13. No rnouzah was allowcxl a separate pottah if the records 
shewed that, continuously from 1872 St., or from the very first trace of 
its history, its union with some uslee rnouzah was unbroken. 

14. All mouzahs having separate inhabitancies wore allowed to 
engage separately with Government, merely on the expression of their 
wishes to this effect by the majority of the inhabitants, if their inclusloti 
in another estate took 'place only at the last settlement, except a distinct 
decree of Court had ordered their inclusion. 

15. This rule equally applied to the case of non-proprietary com- 
munities occupying the land, but acknowledging some external superior ; 
that is, if the khaekurs proved that previous to the last settlement they 
liad enjoyed the privilege of having their own village pudhan, they w(‘ra 
now piwmitted to elect one under the same rules as those made for bhya- 
cliarali mouzahs, which they often resemble in all but the name. 

1 0. In the case of mouzahs having remained dakhilee to some other 
since tlic 1880 St. or 1885 St. settlement, their claims to a separate 
eiigagoment were favorably considered, Avheiicver inquiry proved that 
their original absorption was owing to some temporary cause now no 
longer existing, or to the prayer or consent of the inhabitants, and not 
to any binding decision of authority. If, however, owing to the conjunc- 
tion of the estates, a great commingling of rights, interest and posses- 
sions had occurred, a separate lease was not granted, but the measure of 
appointing an additional pudhan selected from among the villagers of the 
dakhilee rnouzah was preferred. These rules were for the adjustment of 
cases relating to uslce and dakhilee mouzahs. 
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17. The remuneration of 'piidhanSy 'whether 'm \diXidi or dues, or 
both, was left to the mutual agreement of the parties, and where they 
could not agree, to a decision by punchayut. The pudhancharee, or huq 
pudhanee, sometimes called “ jetounda” lands, were given over rent-free 
to the malgoozar ; but the (quantity was fixed according to the actual 
facts, and not according to any arbitrary rate on the area of the whole 
mouzah as formerly ; for such allotment, though duly recorded in the 
periodical settlement books, always remained a dead letter. 

• 

18. Where no huq pudhanee lands were found to exist, none were 
newly created, except by the consent of the villagers ; but if the custom- 
ary dues were found to be too small, a money equivalent of about one 
rupee for every sixteen rupees of Government revenue, was recorded as 
the right of the pudhan. 

«' 

19. Owing to the republican character of the communities, and the 
strong opposition made to all arbitrary measures, the enforcement of the 
last mentioned right, by compelling the shareholders to sign an agree- 
ment against their own wis!ie.s, was not effected at the time of settlement 
against their ovvn wishes, but was left to the course of law. 

20. With the exception of general rules concerning the p\iblic 
service, the instalments of revenue, and the management of unhunta'' 
or undivided, and lawarW or unowned lands, and the rights of pas- 
turage, the actual paper agreement taken from the shareholders corres- 
ponded exactly to their own system of administration and liabilities, and 
those discontented with the arrangements, and not signing the deed, were 
left to take their remedy, or to be sued, at law. 

21. The villagers wore not allowed to vote away, or otherwise inter- 
fere with, the actual possession of their proprietor malgoozar acquired 
during his [)udhanship, in the case of the said proprietor being now by 
the operation of the general rule.s ousted from the internal management 
of the mouzah by the substitution of a village pudhan in his place. 

XIV. The course of appeals, whether from myself as settlement 
officer, or in ordinary course from the judicial 
decisions of the Senior Assistant of Gurhwal, will 
above-mentioned r\deR, as j^ave brought the Working of these rules, ^vith 

known to the Commissioner. 77 7 • • 

ail tfieir numerous modifications and excep- 
tions, before you ; and in some of the perguniiahs (Chound Kote and 
Mula Sulan more T>nrticularly), I may truly say that the settlement has 
been made, or at least remodelled and improved in a great measure, by 
yourself, and that your opportunities for observing the system attempt- 
ed to be delineated in the above rules, have been greater than my own. 
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XV. Boundary disputes in Gurhwal were found of far less frequent 
^ ^ ^ , occurrence, than at an early period of tlie set- 

Boimdanes of estates, and t , i • • 141 1 

settlement of disputes con- tlemeiit 1 had anticipated. At least three- 

(jeriungthem. fourths of the boundaries have been settled 

without the intervention of authority.- In such cases the razeenamahs 
of the parties have sometimes been separately filed ; but in general the 
chuknamah, or sketch drawn up by the canoongoe for each village, usleo 
and dakhilee, showing its boundaries on every side, lias been attested by 
the pudhan of the village delineated, a^d by the pudhans of each village 
lying on its borders. In tlie book of great measurement/* as it is called 
drawn up by Mr. Traill’s order for the whole province, tlie boundaries 
were described ; but this record in no instance showed on what grounds 
and by whose attestation, the description w’^as entered. Accordingly, the 
native officials who prepared the work in question, and whose seals are 
attached to each copy thereof, are often accused of having made a false 
r(3Cord. The present plan has this advantage over the former, that there 
is now forthcoming for every mouzah a document accompanied with the 
proper attestations, showing the actual determination of the boundaries, 
by the people themselves at a given period. Cases of dispute were 
decided by punchayut, according to the spirit of the Board’s instructions, 
chiefly under the superintendence of tlie carioongoes. Along the line of 
the Kumaon frontier, and near Sreenugnr, some of the disputes, being 
virulent and difficult of settlemer^, required their adjudication by mysedf 
or by the Deputy Collector. Mr. Commissioner Traill also, during the 
long course of his administration, had himself decided on the spot numer- 
ous boundaries, and such decisions w^ere notorious and final. The 
fysulnanialis of the punchayut, with all the proceedings connected with 
them ; were drawn up with proper attention to forms ; and such mists, 
together with the razeenamahs and chuknamahs above described, have 
been for some time separately forwarded to the Gurhwal Record Officer 
Paoree. Actual demarcation of boundaries by stone cliahootvas al- 
ways took pla&e, whenever recourse to a legal settlement of dis]:)utes liad 
hoen found necessary. But in the case of amicable agreements among 
themselves, such demarcation, though always recommended, was not 
insisted on. Indeed, on account of the villages being placed in such scat- 
tered situations, and being so numerous, it would liave been very difficult 
to find officials adequate to superintend this kind of work ; and the pro- 
gress of it would, undoubtedly, have excited, in many instances, the very 
^loubts and disputes, which the measure was intended to guard against 
In the Gurhwal mountains, moreover, nature herself still prescribes bonn- 
(laries not difficult of discovery, and she represents, in distinct and not- 
able characters to the eye, the limits of men’s respective dominions. 
High peaks and ranges, forests, rivers, rocks, glens, and i-avines are at 
present sufficient landmarks for the simple and peaceable Gurhwallces, 
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and will be so still till the progress of population and agriculture shall 
bring them nearer in resemblance to their Kinnaon neighbours, who, in 
Pallee and other parts of the country, have partitioned among themselves 
every foot of land, and whose terraces of cultivation extend often unin- 
terruptedly from the very summit of a mountain to its base. In some 
parts of Barasyoon, Chound Kote, and the northerly puttees of Tula 
Sulari, the Gurhwal hills resemble in this respect the fertile parts of 
Kumaon ; and there, as a matter of course, the contentions concerning 
boundaries were most frequent, ^id their adjustment most difficult. At 
the time of settlement the Gurhwallces of every pergunnah were distinct- 
ly informed — that, even where no demarcation had been insisted on, 
tlie present determination of their respective boundaries was final — that 
no further discussions on the subject would in future be allowed — and 
that henceforth the presentation of petitions referring to dispossession of 
one village by another, would generally endn)y involving some party or 
other disagreeably in the proceedings of the Criminal Court. 

XVI, Large portions of waste land, including whole ranges and 
their vast forests, have been included from olden 
tu«'gr*un<l'Iua time in the boundaries of adjacent villages, 

though not included in their recorded ruqba. No 
intOrforcnce with this nominal allotment of waste (except in the case of 
the tcrai lands) has been attempted the present settlement of Gurli- 
wal. Such a division has been found useful in giving separate tracts 
for pasture* for the cattle of difterent villages ; but the inhahitants have 
been strictly forbidden, and the prohibition is particularized in the 
piidl inn’s pottali, and also iu the several ikrarnaniahs signed by the 
shareholders of villages, from levying dues for the privilege of grazing 
within certain boundaries, unless the custom of paying and receiving 
them has been immemorial ; the burden of the proof of this resting 
with those who demand such payments. Owing to the ignorance and 
retarded civilization of the communities, the absence of village account- 
ants, and the great desire that I all along felt to leave the people as 
much as possible to themselves, and to inflict on them as little as possible 
the visitation of native officials, or the necessity of tlicir own personal 
attendance at tehsildarees and kutclieroes merely with the view to the 
manufacture of certain documents and statements, the record of village 
administration must necessarily be imperfect — and I hope that this report 
will be considered iu a measure declaratory. I therefore take this op- 
portunity of asserting, that the right of Government to all the forests 
and waste lands not included in the assessable area of the estates, remains 
utterly unaffected by the inclusion of certain tracts within the boiind- 

• The Gurhwallces do not migrate annually to the terai to graze their cattle, their 
own hills afifordiug sufficient pasture. 
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aries of mouzahs — and that no one has a right, merely on account of 
such inclusion, to demand payment for the use of pasture grounds, or for 
the pei'mission to cut timber or firewood. Neither does such inclusion 
interfere necessarily with the right of Government to accept offers for 
nia-abad leases. But as ordered in the case of the terai forests, so in 
the hills (where, too, zemindaree claims are rare), the inhabitants of the 
village most adjacent to the tract, or having it recorded, within their 
boundary, should have the first refusal of all such leases ; and no grant 
of the kind should be allowed within a pertain distance of the cultivated 
and culturable waste lands of inhabited villages ; the distance to be fixed 
by the district officer, after receiving the report of the local putwaree and 
carioongoe, as to the position and extent of the proposed clearing. If 
proper, attention is paid to the subject of waste lands in Gurhwa], and 
every jyoplication* for the privilege of redeeming them be carefully consi- 
dered, and decided on with reference to the above-mentioned declaration 
now made by the Settlement officer, I am of opinion that the prosperity 
of Gurhwal, and the advance of its population and agriculture, and finally 
of its revenue, will be for the future even more satisfactory than during 
the years that followed the expulsion of the Goorklias, and the return of 
the peasantry to their ancient homes. In every puttee there are one or 
two villages very thriving in character, and with surplus members wlio 
are available to become paeekhast cultivators of neighbouring estates. I 
have purposely, in the wilder districts, (Chandpoor, Budhan, Chupra 
Kote, and lower Tula Sul an, for instance,) left such villages lowly assess- 
ed in order to increase their wealth, and render tliem reservoirs, whence 
its currents can flow and fertilize the vicinity. Let the surperfluous 
members of such communities be distinctly told, that a good title will be 
given with the several patches of fine redeemable land in the forests, and 
that all fictitious claims to monopoly of the waste have now been re- 
pudiated as an usurpation of Government rights, and as only tending to in- 
jure the country by increasing the tigers and bears ; and I am sure that 
the offers for new lands will increase ten-fold. The practice here pursued 
of the European officer himself spending a large portion of the year in 
moving about the district, will enable him to make the nia-abad settle- 
ments almost always himself ; • and I hope I shall be excused for urging on 
those who may henceforth be connected with the administration of 
Gurhwal, the immense importance of such personal investigation and 
arrangements on the spot. 


XVn. It is now necessary to declare what is meant by the assess- 

able area of estates, what actual facts are repre- 
Assessable area of estates •,! .. ^ 

measurement of lands. senteci by the land Set down in the statement as 

cultivated, and culturable waste. As comparison 

of revenue rates on the land formed, as alluded to in paragi'aphs 5 and 6 

Vol. II. 67 
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but an inconsiderable element in the calculation of the Government de* 
mand, I shall, not on the present occasion, reiterate what has been often 
and often reported as to the nullity of the measurement (and consequently 
of the resulting record) according to the system of heese^s and naleee. 
Mr. Traill’s statistical report is sufficiently full on the subject of the mea- 
sures which exist and existed in this province, and there it is also stated, 
that “ the adoption of so uncertain a standard was ascribable, to the 
nature of tlie arable land, the actual measurement of which would have 
required greater perseverance aad science than the natives of this pro- 
vince ever possessed.” The beesee is equal to 20 pathas. The patha of 
Gurhwal, corresponding to the nalee of Kumaon, is a measure of seed 
with a capacity of about two seers ; and in estimating the number of 
pathas in any portion of land, the calculation refers to the quantity of 
seed (wheat being the usual grain supposed) required ito sow it. ^ “ The 
actual extent, however, varies according to the quality of soils as the 
grain is sown much wider in poor lands near the summit, than in rich 
^ ^ lands near the base.”* Ooperaon is the tenn applied 

to high land and tullaon to low land, but in Gurhwal 
the word “ seera” is only used to represent land actually irrigated, and not 
land for which the means of irrigation are available by the turning off 
of a stream or spring, and the formation of a watercourse. In Gurhwal, 
as in Kumaon, there are numerous denominations of land, but ,the jhoola 
was and is the chief measure, differing in value according to local usage 
and the various classes of landholders, but in every instance exceeding in 
quantity one beesee, and measurable by it. In 1880 St. Mr. Traill re- 
duced all the accounts of ruqba to the standard of the beesee. A survey, 
as it was called, of every village took place ; the result of this measure is 
the book of great measurement before alluded to. In addition to this at 
the periods of assessment in 1880, 1885, and 1890, respectively, settle* 
ment books were made, and these showed the division of the ruqba into 
“ abad,” “ weeran,” and “ huq pudhanee ” by ‘‘ weeran” is meant the cul- 
turable waste lands adjoining the cultivation, including fields formerly 
cultivated, but now abandoned. No actual measurement overtook place, 
but every thohe or local division of each estate was supposed to be examin- 
ed by the Surveying Officer, and the number of nalees in it was guessed 
at. Opposite each thoke was placed the number of nalees, and the addi- 
tion of the nalees of all the thokes showed the number of beesces in the 
estate. This loose method of measuring superficial quantity is here 
known by the appropriate term of “ nuzzur andazzee” 

The area shewn in my village statements is only so far better than 
that recorded in former settlement books, that more pains were tahen 
and more time spent in ascertaining the comparative quantity of cultiva- 
tion and waste. The quality of the soil, and the kind of crops grown 
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were also noted previous to the formation of tbe present settlement. 

A re^lar scientific survey of the province was at one time thought 
of by Mr. Bird, late member of the Board. I knew that, in Gurhwal at 
least, there would be no increase of revenue, consequent on the know- 
ledge obtained of the quantity and quality of land in estates ; and I 
shrunk from recommending so expensive, and, owing to the nature of 
the country, so tedious an operation. In 1832, Mr. Commissioner Traill’ 
rixed by authority the quantity of land in horizontal measurement legal- 
ly contained in one nalee ; and the result of a patient investigation into 
existing differences, and a careful comparison of various answers to his 
uiquiries, was the declaration of the following official statement, viz.. 


Yards. Square Yards. 

1 nalce or patha in whatever land, 20 by 12 = 240. 

20 nalees or one beesee, 240 by 20 = 4800 (less by 40 than an English acre.) 


XVIIT. I beg to conclude this part of the subject with the follow- 


Q.iotation from a note by 
Mr. F. Currie on the subject 
of the Ourhwal Settlement. 


ing extract from a note on the Gurhwal Settle- 
ment, kindly drawn up in 1838 by Mr. F. Currie, 
now a Judge of the Sudder Court, N. W. P.,* 


whom I consulted on various embarrassing points connected with my work. 


“ Tlie record of measurement of the province has been accurately 
described by Mr. Batten, in his letters to the Sudder Board. With re- 


ference to the process pursued in forming this record, it is obviously vain 
m discussing it to talk about the* difference between a “ beesee’* and a 


surface measurement, as if this were either one or the other. If a fair 


I avornge wore ascertained of how many fold a beesee or patha of seed grain 
I of each description could yield — and then a correct statement of how 


many beesees of each description were actually sown in a village in a 
given year were formed — a new measurement would be obtamed, and a 
hiir criterion whereon to ground an assessment might be arrived at ; or 
it the quantity of land which a beesee would sow, and the actual quantity 
of beseos sown in any village were ascertained, a standard whereby to 
torm proceedings would be found, and it would signify little whether the 


amount of land or quantity of grain were the nominal standard ; but in 
tliis instance tlie surface of the soil subjected to a nuzzur andazzee 
estimate, and the extent of it recorded in an arbitrary amount of 
beesees. It is evident that such a process, even supposing the “ nuzzur 
andazzee” to hava been conscientiously conducted, is no measurement at 
all, either of grain or of land ; and that on such record alone, without 
further investigation and inquiry, it would be impossible to ground settle- 
ttient proceedings, or under any circumstances to draw out from it a tabic 
of rules : but when it is notorious that the nuzzur andazzee record was 
dishonestly made by the subordinates employed — and when it appears 

^ Note, — 1849, — Sir F. Currie, Bart., Member of Council 
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(I myself read the order), that the Commissioner, on receiving the stat^j. 
ment regarding a large tract (5 pergunnahs) in the province* declared 
iiimself dissatisfied with the result of the inquiry and directed that 
areas of all the villages in that tract should he doubled, and that iri: the 
record doubled they were accordingly — it is, in ray opinion, obviously 
necessary that in any proceedings which may now be held, the Settle- 
•ment officer should reject entirely the false estimate recorded in 1880 St, 
and should pursue* some other course for ascertaining the extent and capa- 
bilities of the villages to be subjected to settlement arrangements.” 

XIX. I have not attempted to draw up a statement according to 
form No. 23, of the Board’s Settlement Circular 
Tenures. shewing the tenures on which the mehals of Gurh- 

wal are held. In Kumaoii Proper there is scarcely one estate which has 
not become a subject of litigation in the courts, and proofs are constantly 
forthcoming of the state of property, both in regard to name and title, 
and to possessions. In Kumaon, too, many of the principal landholders 
are non-resident brahmins (joshees and others), the descendants of those 
to whom the native rulers gave grants of land : and although from the 
custom of the country the tenantry are inclined to resist all payments, 
either in money or kind, to the proprietors, which have not some refer- 
ence to the amount of revenue to, the State paid by the latter ; still the 
existence of rent as distinct from revenue, and the appropriation of a 
laro-e share of the gross produce \>y others than the occupant 
inhabitants, point to the zemindaree tenure, both pure and imperfect, as 
bearing an ascertainable and definite proportion to the other classes of 
tenure. In Gurhwal, owing to the comparatively small value of land, the 
scantiness of population, and the almost entire deperidance for their 
position and wealth, even of the most considerable landholders, (as for 
instance the Bhurtwal family in Nagpoor and the Uswal family in Seela), 
on the actual influence which they may happen individually to possess 
over the agricultural communities, and not on any nominal legal rights 
the enforcement of which, even if possible, would soon leave the claim- 
ants without a tenantry, and would only enrich their neighbours — hardly 
one estate, with the exception of the Nia-abad mehals, could be correctly 
entered under the head of pure zemindaree ; while the classes of tenure 
which the Board call by the name of imperfect putteedaree, are found in 
some parts of the districts to exceed in numbers tha pure bhyacharah 
tenures, which again exclusively prevail in other parts. 

Mr. Traill, in his statistical report, asserts “ that a large portion of 
the province, not less probably than three-fourths of the villages, are 
wholly cultivated by tlie actual proprietors of the land, from whom ot 
coui-so nothing can be demanded beyond their respective quotas of the 
village assessment ; and that in those crises the settlement is literally 
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speaking ryotwara, although the lease is issued only in the name of one 
or at most of two sharers in the estate.” In Gurhwal this statement is 
literally true for about three-fifths of the villages, that is, the inhabitants 
hold the land in severalty under a joint responsibility for the revenue, 
and pay nothing except their shares of the Government revenue and the 
customary fees to the elected village pudhan, who' again pays only the 
fee for ministerial seiwices due to the thokedar. The remaining two- 
fifths are inhabited by those who, in addition to the above named items, 
pay certain sums of money, certain portit)iis of grain, ghee and other pro- 
duce, and a liiglier rate of customary fees, such as legs of goats, &c., at 
marriages and other occasions, to the thokedar or seeana in his capacity 
of hissadar and proprietor, or to those of his family who may possess th(3 
proprietary share in their respective villages. 


XX. Before coining to the subject of thokedars, I may here record 

Pudhan.'i. general rule, the “ pudhan is the 

village ministerial officer ehtnisted with the 
collection of the Government demand, and with the supej'vision of the 
police of his village. He is commonly one of the village, appointed with 
the approbation of the other joint sharers, and is removable for malver- 
sation, or at the requisition of the majority of sharers. He collects tlie 
Government revenue agreeably to their several quotas. He pays also 
the rent of hi.s own immediate share of the estate. Ho is remunerated by 
fees on marriages, and a small portion of land set apart for the purpose. 
There is no hereditary claim or right to the situation of pudhan, but 
generally the son succeeds without opposition, unless incapable from 
youth and want of talent, in which case the sharers are called upon 
to choose another pudhan from among themsqlves. Uncultivated lands, 
which may have not been even subjected to division among the proprie- 
tors, arc; managed by the pudliaii, and the rents yielded from their culti- 
* vatiori an; accounted for by him to the body of 

proprietors, who take credit for the same in the 
quota of the G(>vernment cess to which they are raspectivoly liable.”'*^ 


XXL Referring to the above-mentioned divisions of the agricultu- 
T., , , 3 r-d community, the sccanas or thokedars arc 

divisible into two kinds. there are those 

thokedars (sometimes called, iu the time of the Rajah; lesser seeanas), 
who are merely entrusted with the charge of the police in a certain 
number of villages, who are paid by a fee of one rupee on the marriage 
of the daughter of each village pudhan, and a leg of every goat killed 
hy the said pudhans ; and who, if they can prove the receipt of 
we/t a payment from the commencement of the British ride, arc enti- 
tled by the law to receive dues through the pudhan from the village, 
amounting altogether to a per centage on the Government jurna of about 
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three per cent. Secondly, there are those thokedars, or greater 
seeanas, who are heads of the proprietary families, whose ministerial du-* 
ties in reporting offences and casualties, and also the death of individuals 
without heirs, seizing criminals, searching for stolen property, assisting 
the Government putwaree at inquests, collecting coolies and supplies 
indented for on the public service, are the same as those of the former 
class ; but who, being descendants of great grantees and officers of the 
Goorkha time, or that of the Gurhwal Rajahs, possess much greater influ- 
ence ; who often, in the course of tke different settlements, have engaged with 
Government for whole sets of villages, sometimes for a whole puttee (as 
in Kourhea and Seela), whose remuneration for ministerial offices ha« 
thus become mixed up with their seeancharee and hissadaree rights ; 
and who often possess decrees of court showing the proprietary division 
into hissas of certain sets of villages between them and their relations, at 
the same time that the villages themselves have possessed their owu 
pudhans, holding separate malgoozaree pottahs, but together wdth tho 
villagers acknowledging the right of the seeana to receive a larger sum 
as seeancharee dues, than those granted to ordinaiy thokedars. In our 
or more of the villages included within the thokedaree pottahs, thesi* 
seeanas and their brethren possess without opposition the lands ; and 
the tenantry, though often hereditary and not removal at will, cultivate 
such portions only as may be assigned to them by the proprietor, and 
pay hoot, or a share of produce, corfimonly one-third, or a moderate 
money rent called sMee (whence the name sirtan assamee is derived), 
and in some few parts of the country, chiefly towards the terai, a certain 
rate per plough ; all these payments being exclusive of bhet, dustoor, 
nuzzuvana, saugimt, and c»ther offerings usually made to superiors in 
the hills. 

XX 11. There is a class of tenants called kynecs (vassals), who by 

theory are subjected to j^ersonal service in cul- 
ClisseH of tenant. tnsUn- tivating the landholder’s seer, or land which he 

thokedaree or seeancharee keeps under his own hands, and in carrying hi^ 
^enure in repaid to the peo- qj, dandce and baggage ; but in Gurh' 

wal this class has almost merged into that ot 
the khaekur, necessity compelling proprietors to give the most favorable 
terms to all occupants of the land. Haleeas, or domestic servants or 
slaves (chiefly dooms or outcasts), though now by the silent operation ot 
the emancipating spirit of English rule daily diminishing in number, 
are still found in all principal estates, and these persons perform all the 
labour of the fields, required on the private farms of the landholders, 
the remaining villages the possessions of the seeana families are less 
determinate ; and the khaekur or occupant assamee, often asserting his 
right to be recorded in the rent roll as a hissadar of the land, and not 
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unfr6<lR6^^y thhAiwdn — that is, the holder of tJiJidt or property in 

the soil — strenuously resisted the claim of any to the proprietorship of 
the village ; declared that the decrees of the court, and the ancient Goor- 
khalee or Rajah s sunnuds, had merely reference to the position of the 
seeana as talookdar and foujdar, or fiscal and criminal administrator for 
the district ; and, at the time of the settlement, refused voluntarily to 
sign any agreement for payment of any dues called bhet, dustoor, or 
TiiO/likojUCLi which could by any possibility be construed into an ac- 
knowledgment of any onalik. Such casts you yourself have had to deal 
with in Goojroo and other parts of Mula Sulan ; and have succeeded, 
where the proprietary lights of the thokedar were fully proved, in allow- 
ing the people their separate pottahs for their own villages, and in buy- 
ing off the thokedar s claim by the substitution of a fixed annual pay- 
ment in lieu of all mixed seeancharee, malgoozaree and hissadaree dues. 
In Kourhea, so long as the thokedar held all the villages of the puttee 
in one malgoozaree pottah, he derived a considerable income from collec- 
tions under all these latter heads. At the present settlement, under the 
operation of the general rules detailed in paragraph 1 3, each village 
obtained its separate lease and its own pudhan. The son of the thoke- 
dar had quarrelled with his father ; and to ingratiate himself with the 
people, promised that if he were elected to the headship, he would greatly 
reduce all demands of the kind. The result of this conduct, and also 
of the settlement itself, being thfe first in which a record of rights was 
brought to the notice of the people, has been almost to oust the father 
from his thokedaree, and the son h|LS probably raised a republican spirit, 
which he will doubtless find it himself difficult to allay, and which will 
seriously injure his own prospects. In Seela I found the people com- 
plaining loudly against the distribution of the villages between two 
brother thokedars, which had been made at the last settlement because 
each thokedar had proprietary rights within the other’s thokedaree; 
hence, the villagers were subjected to conflicting claims and double pay- 
ments, and ceased to enjoy the benefit of an existing law, to the effect, 
t lat the same person could not demand both thokedaree and huq pud- 
hancharee in the same village ; for in this case the malgoozar and thokedar 
nere separate individuals. At the time of revision I myself cancelled the 
existing poLtahs, and issued new ones, in which the villages are distri- 
>uted according to the actual proprietary right of the seeana. 

In Lohba, Mr. Traill’s last settlement found the villages falling 

waste, owing, in reality, to the inability of the pudhans to contend 
■against the mvages of wild animals, and the loss of even the smallest 
number of assamees from the villages scattered in and about the wild 
oiests of that tract; but owing, in Mr. Traill’s opinion, to laziness and 
aesiveto reduce the revenue on the part of the principal landholders. 
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I’liese latter had originally obtained their thokedaree pottali.s lor manag- 
ing the lands given in military assignments to the commandants Qt 
the frontier post of Lohba fort, and some of them had held commands 
under the Goorkha Government. The Commissioner considered such 
pot tabs resumable at pleasure, and he accordingly resumed them, and' 
accepted one offer from a farmer (Theproo Negec, of the neighbouring 
valley of Khetsaree in Kumaon,) for numerous villages, and ordered 
the thokedaree right (though he issued no new pottah) to be transferred 
to that individual ; ho also made him Government putwaree. With all 
these advantages, however, the farmer failed in restoring the villages 
to a state of prosperity, tlie opposition to his management was found 
unconquerable, and lie could hardly collect the Government revenue 
much less any thokedaree dues. At the present settlement each village 
again obtained its separate lease ; the farmer was sent back across the 
Loliba Pass to his own valley, and a fair juma was fixed for eacli 
estate according to the general principles of the new assessment ; hut 
the thokedaree rights remained undecided, while every person whose 
pottah had been resumed, together with a host of others, the descendants 
of still older thokodars, sprung up to demand a consideration of their claims. 
These you yourself decided at a period long subsequent to my opera- 
tions, and the principal of election by the people was that which princi- 
pally determined your judgment. Wherever no voices were lifted in 
favor of the restoration of thokedaree rights, there the pottahs remained 
under resumption. These instances will suffice to show the nature of the 
thokedaree tenure in Gurhwal. As the business in that district is never 
very heavy, and has been rendered still lighter by the aid of the settle- 
ment records, the Civil Court will have full time for the adjudication of 
all disputes left undecided by me ; and decisions will not be difficult, now 
that the course of my operations and of appeals to yourself has rendered 
public and notorious the principles of equity and justice, which should 
guide the adjustment of all cases connected with these tenures. 


Instances of the kind of collections 
made in certain raehals in addition 
to the Government revenue. 


XXIII. A few instances will show the 
actual kind of collections made by the 
seeanas and hissadars iu different parts 
of Gurhwal. 


1. Puttee Tula Nagpoor mouzah Mungoo Khurnolee, juma 118 
rupees, Mungul Singh Bhurtwal and Jeebram Bhurtwal malgoozars and 
hissadnrs, Humeer Singh thokedar and hissadar, Jitar Singh hissadar. 
There are two beesees of land assigned to the malgoozar, and he receives 
one timashee (three anna piece, five equal to one Furruckabad rupee, 
and four to one Goorkha rupee, the usual rupee of account) on the mar- 
riage of every khaekur’s daughter, and a leg of every goat killed. Owing 
to the relationship of the hissadars they pay no thokedaree dues. Hissa- 
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daree dues consist in the payment to his own hissadar, by the khaekur 
on the marriage of his daughter, of four timashees and a leg of every 
goat he may kill. Humeer Singh receives annually from his khaekurs 
two raaunds and eight seers of rice, and two maunds and eight seers of 
barley — Miingul Singh, two maunds and four seers of rice, and two 
maunds and four seers of barley — Jeebram, one maiind and thirty-two 
seers of rice, and one maund and thirty-two seers of barley — and Jitar 
Singh, two maunds of rice, and two maunds of barley. 

2. Puttee Seela, mouzah Barioon,* juma 17 rupees, Ruttun Singh 
tliokodar and hissadar, Anundoo malgoozar and khaekur. Thokedarce 
(1 m(?s accrue from the payment of eight timashees by each khaekur, on 
tlie marriage of his daughter, a leg of every goat he may kill, and a seer 
dl glice, and from the joint annual contribution of the villagers, of one 
nij)oe as iiuzzuraiia, and sixte^en seers of grain. There arc no hissadaree 
diK's distinct from these. The malgoozar has three nalocs of land, re- 
ceives eight timashees ou the marriage of each villager's daughter, a 
l(‘g of every goat killed, and a seer of ghee in the month of Sawun. 

3 . Puttee Budulpoor, mouzah Sonwara Pulla, juma 10 rupees, 
Dooluh Singh thokedar and malgoozar. The thokedar receives from 
(Joodroo hissadar eight timashees on the marriage of his daughter, a log 
ami rib of every goat he may kill, and two timashees annually as nuz- 
ziirana. The inliahitants of the v^illage make united contribution to the 
thokedar of one maund and twenty-four seers of grain. Goodroo, wlio 
acts as village pudhan for Dooluh Singh, receives the malgoozar dues, 
eight timashees on the marriage of each hissadar’., daughter, and a log 
and rib of every goat killed, lie has akso ten nalees of land. 

4. Puttee Kourbea, mouzali Deodalee, juma 22 rupees, Bulwunt 
Singh thokedar, Gungodoo malgoozar and liissadar. The thokedar re- 
ceives from the malgoozar eight timashees on the marriage of his (the 
malgoozar’.s) daughter, a leg and rib of every goat he may kill, <me seer 
nf ghec or oil in Sawun, a basket load of Indian corn, a leg of every largo 
<leer he may kill, and four timashees as nuzzuraria. The malgoozar re- 
ceives from tlie villagers similar diic.s tu the above, witii the exception of 
the two last items. 

5. Puttee Bijlot, mouzah Putolia, juma 132 rupeas, Knlliim Singh 
thokedar, malgoozar and hissadar, Bhowauy Singh, Bishnoo, Mungloo, &e. 
pudhans and khaekurs. Thokcdarec, malgoozarce and hissadaree dues 
received by Kullum Singh arc not distinct. They accrue from the pay- 
ment by the khaekur pudhan.s of one rupee on the marriage of their 
daughters, a leg and rib of every goat slaughtered, a load of Indian corn 
when in season, a seer of gheci in Sawun, au annual nuzznrana of six 
bniashccs, and seven maunds and eight seers of grain. The khaekur 
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piidhans possess four beesces of huq pudliaiiee land, and receive from 
the khaekur assamees the same dues as Kullum Singh but no nuzzuraua 
and no grain. 

b. Puttee Khatlee, mouzah Seela Tulla, juma 30 rupees, Mohenclra 
Singli thokedar, Moortee malgoozar and hissadar, Pudnioo and Bhowatjy 
bissadars. Thokedarec dues similar to those in No. 5, but the amount of 
nuzzuraua is two timashecs, and one maund and twenty-four seers of grain 
and two seers of salt. The malgoozar has eleven nalees of huq pudhanee 
land. The hissadaree correspoif<l with the thokedarec dues, except that 
there is no grain, no nuzzuraua, and the quantity of salt is only one seer. 

7. Puttee Chound Kote, mouzah Anrota, juma 7 rupees, Doorgadut 
thokedar, malgoozar and hissadar. The dues iire not distinct, but consist 
in the payment of six maunds and sixteen seers of grain by the khaekurs. 

8. Puttee Odelipoor, mouzah Oomrolee, juma 74 rupees, Mynduroo 
and Juwaroo thokedars, malgoozars and hissadars. 'J'ho malgoozaree and 
thokedarec dues are united, and are derived from tlie payment by the 
hissadars of eight tiniasheos on the marriage of their daughters, a log 
and rib of every goat slaughtered, and IG timashees nuzzuraua. 

0. Puttee Lungour, mouzah Dccoosa, juma 90 rupees, Oochbaboo 
thokedar, Sumsera and Mungloo malgoozars and hissadars. Th(.)kcdan'o 
dues are paid by the pudhans, wlio present on the maiTiage of their daugh- 
ters four timaslices, also a leg of every Slaughtered goat, and 3 rupees por 
annum. The malgoozars receive from tlioir brotlior hissadars four tiina- 
shoes on marriages, and possess six nalees of liiut pudhanee land. 

10. Puttee Usvval Sewn, mouzah Sirou, juma 100 rupees, Abdul 
Singh thokedar, Bhoop Singh malgoozar and hissadar. The hissadars refuse 
all thokedarec dues whatever. The malgoozaree dues tli(‘ same as in the 
last number. 

11. Puttee Putwal Sewn, mouzah Nulycgaon, juma 55 rupees, 
Siwammd thokedar, Purmodoo, Guiiesa, &c., malgoozars and hissadars. 
Thokcnlan'c dues arise from a contribution of 82 maunds of grain. Mal- 
goozarec dues the same as those last mentioned. 

12. Puttees (diandpoor, mouzah Bhugolee, juma 171 rupees, Rutinn 
Singh thokedai, Goolabooand Botec malgoozars and hissadars. The th"- 
kedar receives o Rupees per annum from the malgoozar hissadars. Tlio 
malgoozars po.sscss 11 becsees of huq pudhanee land, receive Rs. 2 from 
the hissadars on the marriage of their daughters, 8 annas on that of then 
sons, and a leg and a neck of every goat slaughtered. 

13. Puttee Pindurpar, mouzah Bhctee, juma 55 rupees, Gopal tho- 
kedav. Thokedaice. dues are paid by the hissadars at the rate of 8 annas 
per annum, with an additional nuzzuraua of 4 annas in Sawlm. 
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14 Puttee Pindurwar, mouzah Puntee, juma 22 rupees, Juwahir 
SiiKdi thokedar. The thokedar receives one rupee on marriages, and a leg 
of overy skuglitored goat. 

XXIV. The greater part of Mr. Commissioner Traill’s re- 
marks on tenures, as found in his printed re- 
Tnures^^ Traill on port, and ill subsequent correspondence, refer 
to the district of Kuinaon Proper ; but the fol- 
lowing' extracts from liis report to the Sudder Board, of the 2nd January 
l(S29, will not be out of place. Mr. Traill liimself setuns to wish that 
tlie observations therein recorded, sliould be considered his final opinion. 

“ Para. 1 2. The paramount property in the soil here rests in the 
sovereign. ^This right is not only theoretically acknowledged by the sub- 
ject, hut its practical existence is also deduciblo from the unrestricted 
power of alienation, which the sovereign always possc.ssed in the land. 
The occupant zemindars hold their estates in hereditary and transferable 
propel ty, but these tenures were never indefeasible ; and as they were 
derived from royal grants, either traditional or existing, so they miglit 
he abrogated at the will of the sovereign, even without allegation of 
default against the holder, and without reservation in his favor. 


“ ] 3. From the extreme attachment of the landholders to their 
estates, the frecpient exercise of such a pircrogative would doubtless have 
been highly unpopular. In the kiterior it appears to have been unfre- 
fiiicnt, as may be judged from the length of time which villages have 
remained in the possession of the same families. But, in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital and on the border, such arbitrary transfers were not 
uncommon ; and where a provision in land was called for to reward 
military services, or to remunerate the lieirs of those slain in battle it 
was usually made at the expense of existing rights. 


“ 1 4. The property in the soil is here termed thluUy and grants in 
tenure of thhdt, and Kote, (the designation under which lands were given 
to tlio lieirs of those killed in battle,) convoyed a freehold in the soil as 
well as the produce. Where the land granted was already held in pro- 
perty by others, these occupant proprietors, if they continued on the 
estate, sank into tenants of the new grantee, wdio, moreover, by the custom 
iif the country, was at liberty to take onc-tbird of the estate into his 
own immediate cultivation or seer. Of the remainder of the estate 
the right of cultivation rested wdth the original occupants, who were now 
termed khaekur or occupants in distinction from thhatwan or proprietor. 

‘'15. Throughout the greater part of the province, as already 
noticed, landed property has been subjected to few violent changes, 
and by the process of tlie Hindoo law of inheritance it has now been 
I'educed to the minutest degree of sub-division. 
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“ 1(), In such a state of property the cliaracters of laudholder 
and farmer are naturally united, as the former cannot afford to part 
with any portion of the pipfit of his petty tenement ; accordingly full 
six-tenths of the arabhj lauds are cultivated by the actual proprietors, 
who may be termed thliatwan cultivators. 

17. Of the other four- tenths one-half may be assumed for the 
estates which arc cultivated by resident tenants, having no claim to 
the property in the soil. 

“ IcS. This class may be 'divided into tlie khaekur and kueetice 
or khurnee ; the khaekur has been already noticed, and enjoyed au 
hereditary though not transferable right of the cultivation : the khurnees 
were tenants, and settlerl on the estate by the propnetors, and hy 
long continued occupancy miglit come to be considered in the light 
of kliaekurs, from whom indeed th(;y differed little, except in the nature 
of the rent to which they are liable. 

“ 19. In tlic remaining two-ten tbs are comprised the lands cub 
tivcited by non-resident tenants or paeokliasts, 

******* 

“ 27 . When a share in any estate may lapse from death or 
desertion, it is divided among the remaining proprietors, who become 
answerable for its assessment ; bnt this rcs]>onsi])ility is, generally 
speaking, far from being deprecated; as the landholders are for the 
most part anxious to enlarge their ]K'ity tenun's ; as a precaution to 
prevent such a contingC3ncy from becoming individually burthonsome. 
the small hamlets and paeckbast Iniids are now leased with the uslce 
village to which they properly attaeli. 

'‘28. The village juma is apportioned on tlie several shares, 
agreeably to the nominal interest possessed by eacli in tlic estate If 
any sharer claims an abatement on the ground of deficiency in the 
portion of land actually in his possession, a measurement takes place, 
and a record is made of the (piantity of land found in tlic occupntioii 
of each proprietor, agreeably to which the future cess is regulated, 
but without retrospective effect. 

“ 20. From damages by mountain torrents, and from gi-adual 
encroach m cuts on the shares of absentees, inequalities of this kind are 
pretty general, and applications for measurement frequent. 

“ 30. Pleas for abatement on tlie grounds of inferiority in the qua- 
lity of a share can very rarely arise, as each individual share comprises 
its due proportion of every part of the village, good and l^ad. This class, 
the thliatwan cultivators, ])a.y on a general a^ erage about one-fifth 
the gross produce to Coveruincnt. 
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‘'81. The khaekur tenant, in addition to the public demand 
which he pays in money, lias to pay to the proprietor as sirtee, bhet and 
dustoor, nearly another tenth. The khurnee pays in koot agreeably to 
former rates, which may be taken on an average at oue-third of the 
gross produce. 

“ 32 In paeekhjist, no general rule exists ; each tenant makes his 
own liargain ; and as the competition for cultivators exceeils the demand 
for land, the terms are always in his favor. The rent, invariably in money, 
is somewhat lower than that paid by tlfe khaekur. 

“ 33. The share of the gross produce, as enjoyed by the diffm-ent 
(.‘kisses of cultivators ab(jve enumerated, may be summed up txs follows : — 

" Thhat wan cultivator, 80 per 100 

Paeekhast tenant, 75 ^ 100 

Khaekur ditto, 70 ,, 100 

Khurnee ditto, GO „ 100’^ 

XXV. I have made this long (juotation from the best of Mr. 

Traill’s settlement reports, because in the first 
^ above- pG^ce, T wish literally to fulfil the promise made 
in paragraph 4, of saving supcnaor authority 
the trouble of referring to past correspondence; and in the second place, 
because from obvious reasons the opinions of Mr. Traill on any subject 
relating to this province, must bft of higher importance than any which 
I can offer. 

If circumstances had permitt(xl me personally and contin- 

Record of Settlement. to SUlXTintotl(l oil file .Spot tlio settle- 

ment operati(m in all instead of a few of the 
porgunnahs of Gurliwal, T think that I could have succeeded in com- 
pleting the general rem.arks in Englisli, accounting for tluj revision of 
settlement in each mehal. But not oidy has my a])[)ointm(mt as district 
Officer in judicial and general charge of Kumaon Proper during the last 
tliK^c years, loft me without time for the full discharge of settlement 
duties, and placed me (except during occasional hurricj visits) 50 miles 
fiom the nearest part of Gurhwal ; but also the consequent circumstance 
of the actual assessments and settlement arrangements having been made 
y the late Deputy Collector, aud in a few instances by the Gurliwal 
Assistant, though in accordance to principles and rules laid down by 
Riysclf, has deprived me of the means of recording with exactness 
such observations as are usually made by Settlement Officers. Four 
porgunnahs Painkhunda, Budhan, Chandpoor, and the greater part of 
ula Sulan; remarks on the village settlements have been made by 
*||yse f, and copied in the village statements which were forwarded to 
your office. In other ’ pergunuahs, Nagpoor, Gunga Sulan, &c., English 
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remarks have not been recorded ; but English statements haire been 
prepared according to. forms Nos. II and III of the Board’s Circular 
Orders, modified to meet local peculiarities. These show, in the case of 
every settled mehal, the past and present estimate of area ; the detail 
of assessable laud of each well known kind of soil ; the occupation of the 
land by the pudhans, coparcenary shareholders, cultivators having right 
of possession, and other classes of cultivators, according to their own 
showing ; the former assessments with the history of the dakhilee lands * 
the statistics of the new settlement ; and finally the statements of pos- 
sessions and responsibilities perpared by the people in the form of the 
rent roll of the estate. In Dewulgurh, Chound Kote and Mula Sulan, 
these English statements, owing to the delay in preparing the Hindee 
statements, consecjuent on the unfortunate death of the Deputy Collector 
in the midst of his unfinished work, have not been filled up ; but the 
clerk of the ‘Gurliwal Assistant can easily perform this task within the 
present year.* The settlement misls for the last mentioned pergunnahs 
containing the Hindee village forms, will all be transferred to the 
Gurhwal office, before the close of the present rainy season ; and the 
officer in charge of that district will then possess, for these as for the 
other pergunnalis, first, — the boundary misls as mentioned in para- 
graph 15 ; secondly, — the roobacaree or record of settlement, showing 
the past fiscal history and management of all mouzahs, uslee and dakhi- 
lee, and all the new arrangements^; thirdly, — the ikrarnamah of 
agreement of the inhabitants in regard to the remuneration of the 
pudhan, and the collections of all sorts to be made under the heads of 
thokedaree, secancharee and hissadaree dues ; and also binding them- 
selves down to a conformity with certain rules- in regard to the public 
service and general management ; fourthly, — the phnrd pliant, shou- 
ing the name of the pudhan; the distribution of the revenue payers 
among the several pudhans, where more than one are elected; the quO’ 
tas of revenue payable by the several shareholders or occupants ; the 
division of the non-propriHary tenantry among those recorded as 
proprietors: and names and liabilities of the Paeekhast and other 
cultivators whenever discoverable. In addition to these documents, the 
numerous petitions presented, depositions taken, and orders passed during 
the course of the settlement on miscellaneous matters, forms separate files 
of proceedings, which have been transmitted to the Gurhwal record 
office. Thus questions henceforth arising, especially in regard to claims 
and possessions, will become easier of decision, owing to the existence of 
proofs showing a certain state of affairs at a certain period ; and I should 
think that the Civil Courts in Gurhwal will now rarely be reduced to the 

* English mouznhwar jiergunnah statements have been prepared for every division, and 
have been forwarded to Paoroe. 
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necessity of pursuing their investigations in suits connected with the land, 
to a period anterior to that of the settlement proceedings. At first, some 
difficulty was experienced in inducing the people to form the revenue and 
rent roll just described, but soon its value became apparent ; and although, 
as fully reported on another occasion, the periodical correction of these 
rolls cannot, and ought not, in Gurhwal, to be enforced with such rigid 
attention to form and time as in the plains* districts, which enjoy the 
benefit of educated village accountants; still the people themselves 
may be expected to consider this record «is more and more important, the 
more its advantages in placing their liabilities on an exact and public 
basis become in the course of time well known and proved. The statement 
of beesees and nalees in the possession of each individual is of course 
fictitious, as it has reference to an account of measurement not founded 
on facts ; but still, as in every case it has been drawn up with tlie 
co,f,mizance of the villagers, though, owing to their ignorance; not always 
by tlioniselvcs and without official aid — and as this statement is to be found 
iu every copy of the phurd pliant opposite the names and reveuue liabili- 
ties of the shareholders and khaekurs, these latter have always an opportu- 
liity of offering any objection to it which they may consider necessary, 
and of suggesting any corrections for the better assertion of their rights. 
As a representation of comparative possessions, the non-reality of tho 
data being the same for all concerned, the division of the beesees and 
nalees as show iu tho rolls may stfll be considered as not utterly without 
value. On the whole, I consider the first formation of the phurd phaiifj 
for every village in Gurhwal as the crowning good of the revision of settle- 
ment under report ; and I contemplate this creation with the more satis- 
faction, from the knowledge which my experience in Kumaon gives me 
of the difficulties, embarassments and actual evils arising from the scar- 
city of such documents in this part of the province, and tho arbitrary and 
unsatisfactory manner in which the few that are forthcoming have been 
{♦re pared. 

XXVII. I may conclude this part of the subject by stating that there 
are no regular village chowkeedars in Gurhwal ; 

Coolies though pul trees, corresponding somewhat to goo- 
rails, are occasionally found remunerated for 
tlioir services as messengers, <&c., sometimes by portions pf land, sometimes 
foes, and sometimes by both. Had I been able to conduct the settle- 
i'i(‘nt myself throughout the district on the spot, I should have paid more 
iUtciition to tho subject of these village servants, (among whom may also 
he mentioned tailors and masons, the latter constantly employed in re- 
pairing the stone walls of terraces,) and a record concerning them would 
probably have been made. The subject, also of forced labor for the repair 
efroadsj carriage of baggage, &c., would have met with attcniion ; and 
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the quota of coolies and supplies demandahle from each village, according 
to its capabilities, for the public service, would have been duly registered. 
As it is, I beg to commend both these points to the attention of those 
who are now and may be hereafter placed in charge of the administration 
of the district, whil6 I myself in the Kumaon settlement shall take care 
to place, if possible, these matters on a correct and fair footing. 

XXVIII. The figures in statement No. I representing the quantity 
of unasscssed land in bceseos, whether forming 
part of **khalsah villages and measured within 
du.ilM. or hold by religioua area, or whether whole villages, are only 

estdjlisluiieute. . . .i . .1 \ ^ 

an approximation to the truik ; and Laptaiu 
Huddleston is at this moment employed in ascertaining the actual fact*? 
of the rent free tenures. On this suhjcjct I beg to refer to my letter No. 
22, of the 18th December, 1837, to the address of the officiating Commis- 
sioner of Bareilly, and to the correspondence; which arose therefrom, termi- 
nating in distinct instructions from the Governor Gcmeral issued to the 
Sudder Board of Revenue, in a letter from Mr. Secretary Thomason, 
dated 18th July, 1838. I do not consieler it necessary to include a 
report on this subject in my account of the revision of settlement. The 
inaafce holdings only amounting to 103 bcesocs JK the whole district 
require no separate notice from mo. The goont lands amount to 13,051 
beeseos, of which 043 form parts of vilhiges which pay revenue to Govern- 
ment for the remainder of their land;^. Of the small portions of land 
which make up this small total sum, perhaps nearly one-third may 
bo considered as waste, and two-tiiirds are actually cultivated, and the 
nmts assigiic<l to the great temple of Budri Nath, or to local slirincs. 
If the lauds dedicated to the latter objects wore resumo<l by authority, 
I am of opinion that the people would not consent to pay any addition 
of revenue, at all of proportionate to the nominal enlargcnient of their 
assessable area; and even if an enhanced juma were obtained, the 
people would still tax themselves with tlie maintenance of the shrines 
and their priests on tlic aiicfent footing. Tim resumption of the entire 
goont villages, would, of ciuirsc, add somewhat to the pecuniary resources 
of the State ; but, though under a liberal and prudent Government 
I contemphitc no measure so hav.sh and impolitic, I may here record 
my belief that the disgust occasioned by the resumption of religiously 
tussigned lands in Gurhwal, would not be confined to this province, 
but would spread throughout all India, every quarter of which sends 
forth its annual pilgrims to do homage to the sublimity nature at the 
sacred sources of the Ganges. 

Kumaon and Guuiiwal \ I have the lionor to l)o, &c., 

Settlement Office : ^ J. II. BATTEN, 

ThcmhAvgnsf, 1812. ) Scitlemcnt Offixer, 



ABSTRACT. 


Fara. 

1st. Introduction. 

2nd. General Statements. 

3rd. Former Statements and Abstract of present Settlement. 

4th. Remarks explanatory of the Report. 

5th. History of the new Settlement. 

6th. Principles of Assessment. ^ 

7th. Physical peculiarities affecting the Settlement. 

8th. Moral circumstances affecting the mode of Settlement. 

9th. Consideration whether the interests of the State have been duly 
regarded, and remarks on Mr. Commissioner Traill’s assessments. 

lOtli. Observations on the extension of the period of Settlement to 20 
years, with quotation from Mr. Traill on the subject. Opinion 
as to the stability of the revised arrangements. 

11th. Difficulty in discovering the past revenue payments of villages, 
especially of dakhilee mouzahs transferred from one mehal to 
another. 

1 2th. Farming Leases. 

1 3th. General rules adopted for the leasing and management of mehals. 

14th. Reference to the modification and exceptions to the above- 
mentioned rules, as known to the Commissioner. 

15th. Boundaries of estates and settlement of disputes concerning them. 

16th. Right to waste lands, pasture grounds and forests. 

17th. Assessable area of estates and measurement of lands. 

18th. Quotation from a note by Mr. F. Currie, on the subject of the 
Gurhwal Settlement. 

1 9th. Tenures. 

20th. Pudhans. 

21st. Thokedars and Seeanas. 

22nd. Classes of tenants— instances of the operation of the thokedaree, 
or seeancharee tenure in regard to the people. 

23rd. Instances of the kind of collections made in cmlain mehals in 
addition to Government revenue. 

24th. Opinions of Mr. Traill on the Hill tenures. 

25th. Remarks on the above made quotation. 

26th. Records of Settlement. 

27th. Chowkeedars and Coolies’ supplies. 

28th. Maafees and goonts, or lands rent free to individuals, or held by 
religious establishments. 


J. H. BATTEN, 
Settlement Officer. 
Vol, II, 69 



Ar'FJiiiN Ui A . 


]. 1 now proceed to describe tlie tract of country which Inis been, 

subjected to the operations under report, and to offer such general re- 
marks on the people and the revenue as may be suggested by tlie coursi.^ 
of the description. 

2. British Guvhwal* may be roughly calculated as being 100 mih< 
long by 50 broad, or about 5,000 square miles 

Britiflhaurhwal. • / x r u* i nca T / i 

in extent, of which one-httli, if not more, be- 
longs to the snowy range. It lies between the latitiules 29° and .*0' 
2" — and the parallels 78° 5" and 79° 50" of longitude ; but as the shape 
of the country is nearly a rhomboidal parallelogram, of which the lon^^ 
sides extend from the snowy range to the plains in a south -westerl\ 
direction, only a portion of each of these longitudes is included within 
the district. The boundariiis are as follow : on the west, the Mundagnee 
branch of tlie Ganges, and the high range along its western bank from 
Kedar Nath to Roodur Pryag, and thence the Aluknunda to Doo 
Pryag, and thence the Ganges, properly so called, after the union of all 
its branches to 20 miles below Hurdwar, separate the district from the 
Rajah of GurhwaTs reserved territory and from the British districts of 
Dehra Dhoon and Sehaninpoor. On the north, tlie Himalayan peaks 
and passes separate it from Hoon-des.-t* On the east, an imaginary line 
drawn from the snowy peak called Trisool to the Piiidiir river, 20 miles 
below the glaciers at its source ; and thence a varied line drawn in a 
westerly, south-westerly and southerly direction by Bud ban and Lohha 
forts, and crossing the Ramgunga river near its numerous sources, ami 
again re-crossing it at the upper part of the Patlee Dhoon, divides 
Gurhwal from Kumaon, the boundary in the terai being the Kotce Rao 
torrent immediately after its exit from the hills. On the south, is the 
Bhabur or terai ; and there, except in the case of talooka Ghandee on 
the Ganges, which forms a small triangular corner separated from Bij- 
nour by the Sawasun stream, the actual base of the lowest range of hills 
with only a few level gorges running up between some of the projecting 
points of the mountains, is the boundary between this district and zillah 
Bijnour. 

• This district ia sometimes called ‘ Giirh,’ and the name is supposed to be derived from 
the number of hill forts with which the country is studded. 

t Hoon-des is the local name of that part of Thibet which borders on Kumaon 
Gurhwal. 
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3. The pergunnahs are ten in number, vlz.^ Painkhunda, Budhan, 
Nagpoor, Chandpoor, Dewulgurh, Barasyoon, 
Pcrgunnaha. Chound Kote, Mula Sulan, Tula Sulari, and 

Gunga Sulan ; here placed according to the position from north to south, 
but in the statements numbered according to the order in time of their 
re-settlement. An eleventh pergunnah, Dusoulee, exists between Nag- 
j)our aud Budhan, but this is held in rent-free assignment by the temple 
of Budri Nath, the proceeds thereof defraying part of the suda-burt ex- 
|:)enscs of that establishment. There are^also three puttees in pergunnah 
Nagpoor, by name Purkundee, Bainsoo, and Maikhunda, set apart rent- 
free for the suda-burt expenses of the Kcdar Nath temple, and situated 
near that shrine. 


I’^nkliuuda Tula. 


Pergunnah Painkhunda is divided into two portions, Mula and 
Tula. The latter lies along the lower course of 
the Dhauli river, or hirthest branch of the Ganges, 
before its junction with the Vishnoo Gunga, near Joshee Muth, aud also 
for a few miles along the united river, thenceforward called the Aluknun- 
da. Joshee Muth is comparatively a largo place for the hills, bein^ the 
winter residence of the Rawul and priests of Budri Natli, and affording at 
that time, and also during the season of pilgrim resort, a market for the 
surplus produce of the neighbourhood : but most of the villages in this 
tract may be considered prosperous, owing to the circumstance of their 
being occupied during tlio winter by the Bhotceas of the upper tract ; 
whom the rigor of the season compels to migrate to milder regions, and 
who are the chief purchasers of the grain grown by the villagers, and of 
the carrier-sheep bred by them among the magnificent pasture grounds 
of the ranges which crown their villages, and stretch upwards to the roots 
of the snowy peaks Some of tlie villages in this neighbourhood are so 
situated as to afford to tlicir owners great facilities as hunters, and many 
villagers derive a good profit from the sale of hawks, which they snare in 
(heir eyries, aud of musk pods extracted from the musk deer, which they 
hunt down by their dogs. Baz — hecna (hawks — musk) was a regular 
item of revenue taken in kind under the native Governments. Tula 
Painklmnda is the tract which tlie late Mr. Moorcroft talked of renting 
horn Government, for the purpose of establishing himself in the best 
position for profiting by the Thibetan traxlo in shawl wool after his return 
from Central Asia : and it was to this beautiful region, and a home 
among its sheltering woods for the evening of his days, that, that enter- 
prising, but unfortunate, traveller always looked forward, with a fond 
fiopo from amidst the troubles and dangers of his trans-Hirnalayan 
journeys. 

o. The Mula or upper puttee commences at the junction of the 
ramkhunUa Mula. Reenee river with the Douloe, and is purely Bhotoca 
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in its character. In no village of this tract is more than one harvest 
of wheat, barley, buck wheat, phaphur — a species of polygonum-— 
(and turnips) possible, and in some years that is not reaped owing 
to too early falls of snow in October; but the Bhoteeas of the 
Neetee Pass, though not as wealthy as those of the Jowahir Pass (owing 
to their distance from such good markets as Bageswur and Almora,) are 
on the whole very thriving : and the trade with Thibet, except when, as 
lately, interrupted by political troubles, will continue to supply the sources 
of prosperity to the inhabitants of Neetee, Mularee, and the other 
villages at the sources of the Dhauli. The capabilities of a real Bhoteea 
village may be estimated as great or small in nearly exact proportion to 
its vicinity to or distance from the snow — in other words, its prosperity 
corresponds to the rigor of the climate, the barrenness of the soil, and the 
impracticability of cultivation ; for the more daringly these latter evils 
are encountered, that is, the nearer the village is to the Thibet frontier, 
the greater are its trading advantages. 


6. The Bhoteeas are not only the monopolizers of the carrying 

TlteBhoteeM.Remark8on between Thibet and the cU-Himalayan 

the asBeBsmeut of the l^hote districts, but also of the export and import trade ; 

and merchants from the plains and hills have 
never hitherto succeeded in establishing their own correspondence with 
Thibetan dealers. In the time of the Gurhwal Rajahs and the Goorkhas, 
the Bhoteeas paid revenue to an uifwarrantable extent, because their 
profits as merchants were over-estimated. In our rule their taxation 
has been greatly reduced : and I considered that Mr. Commissioner Traill 
had made an excessive sacrifice of revenue, when he introduced his 
nominal land tax and calculations of beesees into the upper villages 
of the Bhoteea ghats ; because there being no surplus produce from 
which rent or revenue could be derived, a land tax appeared to me 
absurd. I thought that the form of lease should be a settlement 
per village according to its present trading prosperity, viewed with re- 
ference to the Government demand paid previous to the abolition of the 
custom duties, and to the consolidation of all demands into the so-called 
land revenue. I referred this matter for the decision of supeiior authori- 
ty ; and in reply I was. instructed by the Sudder Board, not to attempt 
any fictitious mode of settlement according to rates of assessment on the 
land, but to make as fair an arrangement as I could between the Govern- 
ment and the Bhoteeas with reference to the general capabilities of their 
respective villages. On receipt of these orders, and remembering the 
duties levied on the Bhoteeas by the Thibet Government for the privilege 
of trading, I did not consider myself authorized to make any greater ac- 
count under the head of profits of trade, than the late Commissioner had 
already, in fact, though not nominally, thrown into his calculations of the 
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respective jumas demandable from the villages ; and I accordingly, with 
some slight reductions in the case of two broken down mouzahs, kept the 
existing Government demand for Mula Painkhunda unaltered. For a 
complete description of the Bhote mehals of Kumaon and Qurhwal, I 
beg to refer to Mr. Commissioner TrailFs report, published in Vol. XVII, 
Eesearchea Asiatic Society* 

7. Budhan. The Pindur river forms the distinguishing feature of 
this pergunnah, and separates its two principal puttees 
Budhan. Other. Puttee Pindurpar reaches to the 

very base of the snowy range, and has some fine villages within a short 
horizontal distance of some of the highest peaks near the sources of the 
Khylgunga and Mundagnee rivers. The best villages are not found in 
the valley of the Pindur ; and considering the facilities for irrigation 
afforded by nature, it is remarkable how very little tullaon or low lands 
occur under the head of seera or irrigated. The finest villages are those 
either situated, like “ Kob,” on high upland near the forests, but possess- 
ing a large share of flat or easily sloping land — or placed, like “ Wun,” very 
near the regions of eternal snow, but surrounded by good pastures enjoy- 
ing a bracing climate, and inhabited by an enterprising and Bhoteea-like 
race of trafficking people. No part, however, whether lofty or low of this 
pergunnah, has been exempted from the visitations of that fatal, and in- 
deed extraordinary, pestilence called by the natives “ rmihdtmaree,'' (a 
malignant typhus fever accompailied with glandular swellings) ; which, 
in the character of its movements to and from, and periodical returns to, 
particular spots, somewhat resembles the cholera The depression of the 
people, and indeed actual depopulation caused by this disease ; the pauci- 
ty of inhabitants in proportion to the vast extent of yet culturable ground, 
and in some cases considerable over-assessment ; combined with a plan 
of misrepresentation as to actual circumstances attempted by some of the 
principal landholders, some of whom were also Government officials — 
rendered the revision of settlement in Budhan rather difficult ; and it was 
not without some appearance of vacillation and some real embarrassments 
that, being at that time very inexperienced in Hill affairs, I placed the 
revenue arrangements in what I hope may prove to be a sound basis for 
the long period of the new leases — a period to which some of the pud bans, 
from its entire novelty and their entire ignorance, looked forward not with- 
out doubt and timidity. There are not many thokedars in Budhan, but 
those that exist are chiefly descendants of persons to whom military 
assignments of land were given under the former Governments. The 

* Granite, gneiss, mica slate and occasional primary limestone, are the chief formations 
oi Painkhunda ; but at the passes into Thibet, and in their neighbourhood, the European 
st'condary series with marine fossils are found to succeed to the primary system of the Him. 
At Qhertee, in the heart of the snowy range, between Neetee and Milum, are lead 
which have for some time been deserted. 
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occupant zemindars^ are generally the descendants of those whom the 
thokedars induced to settle on their grants of land : on this account the 
latter are sometimes found recorded by the villagers themselves as pro- 
prietors of the soil, even where not the slightest possession, or seer cul- 
tivation on the part of the thokedars, exists ; but in most instances the 
occupants claim the nominal proprietorship, although they are willing to 
pay the customary dues called by them sometimes rnalikana, sometimes 
nuzzurana, sometimes huq zemindaree, and sometimes, indeed generally, 
huq thokedaree, to the seeana or •thokedar. As, however, these dues are 
very small, and as no rent in addition to their quotas of revenue 
is taken from the occupants, it is really a matter of little consequence 
whether from ignorance, or fear, or from a hope of throwing the responsi- 
bility of revenue payment on the more powerful members of the com- 
munity in case of any future hardship, the people have recorded the tho- 
kedars and their brethren as shareholders ; or whether under a suspicion 
of probable usurpation or exaction, or a knowledge of their own rights, 
the people have insisted on their own proprietary tenure. 

8. The Budhan Eajpoot, or Khussia, is, in general, a plain, simple- 

minded character : and though in tliis pergun- 
^Character of the Budhan there have been two or three instances of 

excessive litigation among the bretliren of the 
thokedaree families, and on the subject of some of the larger pudhanships, 
still the people on the whole are more acquainted with the baiier price 
of salt at jNceteo and of the money price of wheat and rice at Almora, to 
both of which places they laboriously carry the produce of the fields on 
their backs, than with the theoretical tenures of their land — on which sub- 
.ject they, as well as the Bhoteeas, not unfrequently referred me to their 
wives for information ! 

9. Kice — wet and dry, though chiefly the latter — 7aundoo(i,f jun- 

gora, kodoo, ogvdX juwar, hajra, chooa or marsa,§ 
form the chief grains of the kliureef crop here as 
elsewhere in the Hills ; but the produce of each village, of course, varies 

* Except when expressly mentioned in connection with the so-called zemindaree tenure, 
the word zemindar is used to represent the actual occupiint, however humble, of the lands. 
European gentlemen coining up from the plains, sometimes express their astonishment at 
their baggage coolies being called and calling themselves by this name. 

t Mundooa (elousine coracana) forms the chief food of the laboring classes in the hilb. 
and is a very abundant crop. 

1: Ogul is buck wheat, and is sold with profit at the mundocs in the terai. 

§ Chooa-marsa (amaranthus anardana?) is calleil batton in tlie western hills. The small 
grain from it is largely consumed for food. The fine red flowers of this plant when ripe are 
very beautiful, and in October quite color the landscape ; 

** and with one scarle^ gleam 
Cover a hundred miles, and seem 
“ To set the hills on fire.” 


WORDSWOKTH. 
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iccorcling to its height and climate, and the nature of its soil. Hemp of 
the best quality is also grown in some of the upland villages, from which 
hhnnqela or hempen cloth for wear and for sacks is manufactured. Vari- 
ous kinds of pulse, hhut, gahuty &c., are common at this season, and the 
(,il seeds surson and til. Wheat and barley form the chief rubbee crops, 
besides ulsee (linseed) and the pulse called musoor. 


10. Great numbers of sheep and goats are bred and pastured on 
the liigh mountains near the snow, for sale to the 
Sheep and Goats. Bhoteeas, or kept fo? the carriage of their goods and 

for the sake of wool (which the people of this tract largely use in their appa- 
rel) by the Budhanees.* 


11. Nagpoor occupies the Dooab between the Mundagnee and 
Aluknunda branches of the Ganges uniting at 
Koodur Piyag. From Tirjogee Narain Uear Kedar 
Nath, however, there stretches down from north to south a high range 
of mountains lying a few miles to the west of the Mundagnee, and the 
intervening space is occupied by two or three khalsa villages of Nagpoor, 
but chiefly by the three suda-burt puttees mentioned in paragraph 3 
of this Appendix. In the former years of British rule there arose some 
doubt as to whether this tract of country, being west of the river, did 
not properly belong to the Kajah of GurbwaFs reserved territory ; but, 
as it was proved always to have f<jrmed a constituent part of pergunnah 
Nagpoor, the claim of the Rajah was disallowed. 

The celebrated temples of Kedar Nath and Budri Nath are both in 
Nagpoor, and also the Panch Kedar, or five intermediate holy spots along 
the edge of the snowy range (Mudh Mehswur, Roodurnath, &c.) The 
winter residence of the rawul of the first mentioned establishment is at 
Ookcemuth. The concourse of pilgrims during the season of resort from 
May to October, enable the zemindars to sell their rice, wheat, ghee, &c., 
with advantage, along the different points of the pilgrim road nearest to 
their homes. They also breed large flocks of sheep and goats on the ex- 
cellent pasture tracts which lie at the base of the snowy peaks. A great 
part of these they sell to the Bhoteeas of the Mana-I- and Neetee 
passes, using the remainder for .the conveyance of tl^eir own produce, 
J'nd of the salt which they obtain in exchange. The Nagpoorees are 
almost all dressed in woollens, even wliere their residence is situated in 


* The rocks in Budhan are similar to those in Painkhunda, except that there is a greater 
proportion of limestone, which formation characterizes some of the high peaked mountains 
«oiith of the Pindur river. Iron ore is not unfrequent in this pergunnah, and is here and 
there worked. 

^ t The Mana pass into Thibet is at the source of the Suraswatee river, which joins the 
ishnoo Gunga at Budri Nath. The chief village is Mana, a very large and prosperous place, 
<'h>ae to the temple, to which the Bhoteeas of this tract are bound to pay their rents, and to 
do service. 
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temperate or warm valleys. As they do not change their clothes witti 
the seasons, are dirty * in their habits, and allow their habitations to be 
entirely surrounded in the rainy season by jungles of nettles, wild hemp, 
and similar rank vegetation, they are subject to much illness ; and the 
fatal epidemic alluded to in the description of Budhan, commits some 
havoc in Nagpoor. In regard to temperature, the climate of some parts 
of Nagpoor is quite European, and the scenery of the whole tract is 
highly beautiful, while the vicinity of the eternal snows is characterized 
by the grandest sublimity. Nagpoor will never be forgotten by those 
who have pursued the torrents of the Mundagnee to their source, who 
have wandered among the magnificent forests of the Toongnath range, 
or who have spent a day on the banks of the Decree Thai. 

In this pergunnah are the copper mines of Pokhree, &c., which, in. 
the time of the Gurhwal Rajahs, are said to have yielded a large revenue. 
Since the British occupation of the province they have never been 
very profitable, and the produce had become so scanty, owing to the 
difficulty of working the ground, rather than to the absence of ores, that 
in 1837 the farmer could not even pay one hundred rupees per annum ; 
subsequently an experimental mine was opened by Government at 
Pokhree, under the superintendence of Mr. Wilkin, a Cornish miner ; and 
the results of the undertaking, now closed, have been fully represented 
by the Commissioner in his recent report on the mines of this 
province.* 

12. Chandpoor forms the centre of British Gurhwal, and is cha- 
racterized by very lofty ranges of mountains 
Chandpoor. covered with forests, separating the Pindur river 

from the Ramgunga, and again the different branches of the latter river 
(all rising in this tract) from each other. The puttee of Chandpoor 
itself possesses some very fine villages, situated on high slopes surrounding 
the fort which gives its name to the pergunnah. Here the dynasty of 
Rajahs, now represented by their lineal descendant, Sheodursim Sah, the 
protected Rajah of Gurhwal, had their origin, and ruled, previous to their 
founding a capital (about 400 years ago) at Sreenuggur. Many of the 
villages consequently belong to Brahmins of the Kundooree tribe, who 
held the principal offices under the native rulers. Puttee Lohba, a.» 
mentioned in the body of the report, was remarkable for its fortress at 
the frontier, between Gurhwal and Kumaon, and this was continually 
the scene of confficts between the forces and inhabitants of the two 
rival districts ; and owing to this, and similar posts along the whole line 

• Granite gneiss and mica slate prevail in Nagpoor. But clay slate and magnesian 
limestone are also very plentiful. The rocks in which copper ore.s are found are talcose slate 
and dolomite. 

Note. —1849. Fide the reports on mines attached to this compllatiou. 
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of frontier, the Goorkhtis were kept out of Gurhwal for twelve years 
after they had obtained possession of Kumaon. The people of Lohba 
are consequently a fine manly race, and at present make very good 
soldiers. Puttee Chupra Kote extends from east to west over a largo 
space of wild country, and in some parts the villages are but scantily 
interspersed along the high wooded ranges. The people are for the 
most part poor, except at the south-east extremity, which borders on Palloe 
iu Kumaon, and approaches in fertility and population to the prosperous 
state of its neighbourhood. Owing tq" the situation of some of the 
villages near the forest, and the difficulty experienced by the few 
inliabitants in preserving themselves and their crops from the ravages 
of wild beasts, a decrease of the Government demand, to the extent 
of nearly 300 rupees, was found necessary in the three puttees of 
Chandpoor ; and the system of keeping villages together under influential 
thokedars (none however rich or powerful,) was preferred in many 
instances by the villagers. The good effects of the settlement have 
already become apparent, especially in Chupra Kote ; and some 
villages in the neighbourhood of Kunour, which I remember almost 
waste, have now become well cultivated. There was formerly a tehsil- 
(laree establishment at Kunour, and its abolition some years ago as a 
measure of economy, removed one market for the sale of produce. The 
people of Chupra Kote also have not the benefit enjoyed by those of 
Lohba and Chandpoor, of the pilgrim road running through their district. 
Recently, however, good paths have been made over the high ranges on 
every side ; and communication with Sreenuggur, Kumaon, and the nor- 
thern pergunnahs from which the zemindars hive lO procure their salt 
and wool, has become comparatively easy. A good road along the line 
of the Nyar river and over the southern mountains, now connects this 
tract with the principal routes leading to the mundees of Chilkea and 
Kotedwara, and other marts for hill produce at the foot of the hills. 
Large quantities of hemp of the very best quality, in addition to the grain 
and other crops enumerated in paragraph 9, are grown in this pergunnah. 
The laboring population in the villages where this useful plant is culti- 
vated, and where hempen cloth is manufactured, are chiefly Khuaaias ; 
and though others of similar origin elsewhere assume the name and 
thread of the Rajpoot, here many are found who appear as soodras, and 
allow themselves to be included in that caste.* 

* The grey wacke formation is very abundant in Ohwdpoor, and clay slate bears a fair 
proportion to the mica slate rocks. Limestone fonns some of the high peaked ranges, and in 
i Lohba is metalliferous, yielding both iron and copper, the latter however scantily and parti- 
There is a great out-burst of granite in the Kunour district and on the high Doodoo 
e Tolee range. This is remarkable, from being the first occurrence of this rock in the 
«ntral hills (that is in the line of about 40 or 60 miles north of the plains), between the 
reat Chor mountain in the west, and Kumoan, where granite is almost as common in the 
of the country as in the snowy range. 
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13. Dewulgurli is named from a great temple and religious estab- 
Dewult^urh lishinent which possess rent free lands, both in tlie 

Rajah of Gurhwars territory and in the British 
district. This pergunnah lies along the left or southern bank of the 
Aluknunda, extending for some distance into the interior of the moun- 
tains, and is remarkable from the situation in it of the capital Sree- 
nuggur, and the Dhunpoor copper mines. Sreenuggur fell into decay 
from the great earthquake in 1803, and from the removal of the 
Gurliwal Rajah s residence to Teerhee on the Bhageeruttee, on the re- 
storation to him by the British of half the territory conquered from 
him by the Goorkhas, and the inclusion of the old capital within the 
British half of the district. Some trade, however, always continued 
to be carried on between Sreenuggur and Nujeebabad. The formation 
of the pilgrim road on the eastern bank of the Aluknunda, has also 
made this town the resort of numerous pilgrims during one season of the 
year ; and latterly the location of a separate European officer in 
charge of Gurhwal at Paoree in the neighbourhood, and the establisli- 
ment of a S udder Am»‘‘cu and Moonsiff’s Court in the place itself, 
have thrown a little life into Sreenuggur. Captain Huddleston has 
also paved and otherwise improved the town, and a good direct road 
has been made from it to Nujeebabad in addition to the former one 
down the Ganges to Hurdwar. The Dhunpoor copper mines are tlu* 
best in the province, and have becit described by the Commissioner, 
and previously by Captain Herbert and others ; but there is ono 
peculiarity concerning ^them which deserves notice, viz,, that 21 
villages, large and small, have always been attached to them ; and 
it has been found impracticable to separate the lease of the villages 
from that of the mines, old custom having made the labour and sup- 
plies derived from the former essential to the mine lessee. Out of a 
total revenue of 1,901 rupees paid by the farmer to Government, I 
found that he only collected rupees 266 from the villages. A slight 
increase of the Government demand for the whole pergunnah accrued 
in the course of the present settlement. The valleys of Punae and 
Sreenuggur in this pergunnah are eminently rich and beautiful, and the 
Dhunpoor range is noted for its magnificent scenery.* 


14. 'bhe 14 puttees of Barasyoon are bounded by the Nyar on the 
east and south, and the Aluknunda on the west. The 
Bdrasyoon. wood ; but the whole 

tract, with the exception of some portions of the river glens, is eminent- 
ly fertile, and bears a resemblance rather to Kumaon than Gurhwal 


* Grey wacke, trap, and quartz rock, clay slate, talcoso slate and limestone, alpine and 
dolomitic (the latter containing the copper ores), are the prevailing geological formations ot 
Dewulgurh. 
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The villages are large, and the population plentiful and industrious. 
Each puttee generally has its own separate valley, and the surplus pro- 
duce is sold at Sreenuggur, on the pilgrim road, and in the plains ; 
tobacco ot a good quality is produced in low situations, and sugar-cane 
is sometimes seen. Hemp is but rarely grown ; neither do the people 
„.se sheep and goats for the purposes of tmffic. Their dress also is more 
frequently made of cotton than of hempen cloth, and woollen apparel is 
quite unknown. Laud being here valuable gives rise to considerable 
litigation, and the vicinity of the courts ^(perhaps the cheapest to suitors 
ill all India) enables many of the iniiabitants of Barasyoon, who are fond 
„f law, to gratify their inclination. This part of the country was very 
much injured by the oppressive rule of the Goorkhas ; but, even in the 
lime of the Rajahs, near the close of last century, Geneial Hardwicke, 
who visited Sreenuggur from Nujeebabad, de.scribes this traet as wretch- 
edly waste. Hiose now traversing the same tract would not recognise 
his description : and I know of no part of the hills where the benefits of 
our rule are more conspicuous to the eye, or more often recited to the ear.* 


15. Chound Kote and Mula Sulan, also, in a great measure, resem- 
,,, , , , ,, , Kumaon hills, orrwhich the latter per- 

Sni.m. g,unnah borders. The Sanee and Jilyar rivers, 

their small tributaries, traverse this district'. 
Chound Koto is remarkable for the almost entire absence of all forests 
(xcept towards the fort, which gives name to the porgimnah. The grain* 
( roiM are remarkably abundant ; but, except in the cold weather, when 
the people can carry their produce to the plains^ there is no near market 
tm- it.s sale. The observations matle on Barasyoon apply to the.se porgun- 
iiah.s, and no further report on them seems neces.sary, save that the 
inhabitants, though in my opinion a fhr from contemptible race, are 
'•innmntly litigiou.s, and bear the character, among the more .simple 
'birhwalloes, of being almost as deceitful and cunning as denees or low- 
binders. Some of the di.sputes which occurred have been alluded to in 
^ K' lepoit. T hope that the settlement has succeeded in putting matters 
'onnected with the land and its tenures on a bettor footing than fonnorix', 
mid will tend somewhat to keep the people out of court.f 

10. Tula Sulan. Puttcc.s Buddiilpoor and Kourhea arc situated 
ruin Sulan. dcsci-il)od perguiinaii.s, but ncar- 

cr to the plain.s, though chiefly lying on the 
''I'r 1 or lull side of the last high range. Some eircumstanccs connected 
'itli Komhea have been ehsewhere mentioncl. The revenue was kept 
">'nlkTed amount. Puttee Buddulpoor possesses some 

Cl.iy slate and qnarti5 rock almost exclusively prevail in Barasyoo^;! ' 

llmoutouo, with occaMomil granite roek«, occur in the,. 
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very large, fertile and populous villages, some of which were thought to 
be under-assessed. A * total increase in the Government demand on the 
whole puttee, of 64 rupees, arose from the different village settlements, and 
was imposed with the greatest facility. Tlie hills on which the hamlets of 
this puttee are scattered, strongly resemble Almora and its neighbour- 
hood. The settlement of Bijlote, Boongee and Pynao on' the south of 
the range facing the plains, and the Patlee and Kotree Dhoons, gave 
me considerable trouble, and required miuch care. A decrease of revenue 
and a total remodelling of th5 village leases were found necessary. 
Pynao is situated in tlie valley of the Mundal river, the climate of 
which is almost as bad as that of the terai. Wild elepha;tits abound 
and commit great depredations on the crops in the rainy season. Tigers 
also are numerous, and kill both men and cattle. Scela is situated on 
both sides of the Koh river, and some account of its circumstances ha<^ 
been included in the report. Large portions of it are waste, and some of 
the villages are unfavorably placed on the border of the saul forests, wliich 
here, as in Buddulpoor, begin to take the place of oaks and pines and 
other alpine vegetation. The Patlee Dhoon is traversed by the Ram- 
gunga, as that river approaches the plains, from which the Dhoon is 
separated by a steep sandstone range, resembling in almost every respect, 
save in the fewness and difficulties of its passes, the Sowalick range bo- 
tween the Ganges and the Jumna. A separate report on this Dhoon 
was made by me on the 28th September, 1838. It may suffice here 
to repeat, that the quantity of flat land is very small indeed, in com- 
parison with the hills ^d ravines, and that the forests of saul and 
bamboo (the timber of which is floated down the Ramgnnga in rafts) 
are plentiful and valuable. The climate is of course insalubrious, and 
a difficulty is found in procuring cultivators for the different clear 
The settlement was made with Pudum Singh Negee at 275 Rs. (a redne- 
tion of 100 Rs. having been allowed). He had an hereditary claim to the 
lease of this tract ; and though his right to the zemindareo had not l^een 
previously admitted, he will now possess all lands which he may redeem 
under a proprietary tenure. He is also the lessee of the kat bans and 
churaee (timber and pasturage dues) farms. Four of the villages included 
in his lease are situated outside the lower range in the gorges of the 
passes. The Kotree Dhoon, properly so calletl, is merely a small un- 
cultivated valley, with veiy rich pastures, situated in the midst of the 
lower hills near Kotedwara. In the lower parts of Tula Sulan, ginger 
turmeric, tobacco and chillies (capsicum) are grown in great abundance 
and are most profitable articles of produce when sold by the puharees at 
Chilkea, Kotedwara, Ufzulgurh, and other marts in the plains.* 

* With the exception of granite, the rocks named in the last note prevail in TnlaSul»n 
but all arc succeeded by sandstone in the Dhoons and lower ranges. The Sona stream rise'' 
in these latter, and joins the llamgunga in the Patlee Dhoon. The sands of this stream, a* 
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17. Gunga Sulan has for its botindaiies the Ganges below the June- 
^ ^ tion of the Nyar river on the west, the Koh river on the 
Gunga u an. Nyar river on the north, and talooka Chandeo 

and other parts of the Bhabur on the south. Dhangoo, as its name in the 
hill language implies, is rocky and fugged, especially in the neighbour- 
hood of the Ganges, which here forces its way through steep precipices ; 
some of the villages are small atnd poor, and a slight reduction of the re- 
venue was thought expedient. Kuroundoo and Lungour are chiefly in 
the vicinity of the Koh, but these puttees are of very irregular shape and 
are not compact, but have their villages capriciously scattered among the 
other divisions of the pergimnah. Lungour is remarkable for its two for- 
tresses of that name on the crest of a high precipitous ridge, which sepa- 
rates the Koh from the Nyar river. Here the last Gurhwal Rajah, be- 
fore retreating to Hurdwar, where he was killed, made the last vigorous 
defence of his country against the invading Goorkhas who were before 
Lungour Giuh for some years. Ajinere and Oodehpoor, though in their 
lower parts very jungly, contain in the heart of the pergunnah some very 
fine villages, and the country is not unlike the fertile tract near Bheemtal 
ill lower Kumaon. The Oodehpoor hills, covered with saul forests, 
stretch into the Chandee Dhoon, and are separated from the Dehra Dhoon 
by only a strip of level ground and the Ganges : the produce is similar to 
that described in Tula Sulan, and the inhabitants also derive a profit from 
cutting and selling the sauls and bamboos which grow on the lower ranges. 
The mundee of Bedasnee is situated in Oodehpoor, and the zemindars find 
also a near market for their grain, turmeric, fee. at Hurdwar.* 


18. The revision of settlement in talooka-)- Chandee will form the 
subject of a separate communication, and its revenue 
Talooka Chandeo. statistics have not been included in the present report. 
Some of the villages have fallen entirely waste, and the land revenue has 
in consequence sunk from Rs. 800 to Rs. 71 0. As tlie forest lands at the 
disposal of Government have now been separated from the area of villages, 
the former will gradually be partitioned off into grants, under the rules 
for the redemption of waste, introduced by the Sudder Board of Revenue 
into Goruckpoor, Seharunpoor- and the Dehra Dhoon, and a gradual in- 
crease of revenue will take place in this ilaqua. Already offers for tracts 
under the regulated terms have been made, and in the ensuing cold season, 
1 hope to survey the required portions, and give possession to the capital- 
ists, who wish to occupy them. At present the farms of jungle produce. 


the name implies, yield gold, and the bed of the Ramgunga, also after its junction, is aurifer- 
oiis The gold washers who resort hither, earn however but a scanty subsistence, and 
fndum Singh, the farmer of the Dhoon above-mentioned, only pay.s Government 25 Rs. per 
‘‘innuin for the privilege of collecting the dues fiom these people. 

* The geologiail formations of Gunga Sulan are the same as in lower Tula Sulan. 
t Note — 1819.— This talooka has subsequently been included in the Bijnore district. 
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and pasturage dues in Chandee, which* under orders of superior authority, 
have been re-let for a period of three years, yield a profitable amount of 
revenue to the State. This ilaqua is the only portion of Gurhwal Bhabur, 
which stretches much beyond the base of the lowest range into the plains, 
its extent below Chandee ferry (opposite Hurdwar) being nearly 20 mijes 
None of the pudhans or cultivators in this tract are puharees. Boksas. 
are the chief agriculturists. Elephants abound in Chandee, and a few 
are caught in pits every year. The sands of the Ganges here are aurifer- 
ous, but the amount of revenue derivable from the gold washing is not 
greater than in the Patlee Dhoon.* * 

19. I may here conclude this Appendix by stating, that Captain 
Huddleston has favored me with the following results 
-ision. a late rough census, made under his orders, of the 

population in British Gurhwal. 


ropidation Return ofthx District of Gurhwal tnh'u, during tire year 1 '^40-11. 



Kumaon and Gurhwal 
Settlement Office, 
Xoth Augusty 1842. 


J. IT. BATTEN, 
Settlement Officer. 


* .Samlst()n« and conglomerate rocks cxculeively prevail in Chandco. Traces of lingnit'’ 
coalaie frequent in tho beds and banks of the small streams. Fossil remains of aniwab 
have al.-^o been discovered. 
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GURHWAL. 


ERRATA, 

Fajs 521 Para. XI lim 17 read ghurphant for gurphant. 

„ 525 Para, 11 lint 6 read iox for io* 

„ 530 line 31 read wairan/or weerau. 

„ 534 line 27 read sagpat/or s&ugpat. 

„ 5U line 38 read for for four. 

„ 642 line 23 read or for of. 

„ 543 line 36 read form /or forms. 

„ 551 Para. 11 line 18 read enables /)r enable. 

„ 553 linu 4,17 and 22 read Chuprakote/or Cbupra Kote. 
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crown lands. An instance of private purchase. An instance 
of resumed jagccr. Maiifecdar generally the proprietor and 
settled with for tho Kcveuuo on the part of Government. 
Nia-abad tenures. Instance of mixed tenure. Instances of 
coparcenary zoniindareo. Instances of mixed bhyachara ten- 
ure. Bilooakauh, ^T. Muhragaon, tfec. Umearec-Chum- 
earee, Specimen of assameewar phant. Phurd-phants 
in general a new creation in Kumaon. Concealment of his- 
*Behdar3 and assaniecs in the Phurd [)hfmts. Effects thereof 
to those attempting it especially in Gurhwal. Kumaonees, 
more alive to their own real interests Instances of mixed 
putteedaroc tenure and pure puttccdarce. Bhursooleo, &c. 
Secnncharec dues. Number of zeniindarce tenures in Palee, 
Puchaon, Baramundel and Cliowgurkha. Seeana families in 
Palee. List of principal thokodars in Palee and BaramundeL 
Ordinary tliokedaree fees and dues. 

635 23. Records of settlement. Reference to Gurhwal report for general 
principles of settlement administration. Additional remarks 
on piidhans and boundaries. Continuity of village record dis- 
cussed. Circumstances opposing aaih /rifative chatff^s in record. 
Opinion of settlement officer. Instructions required. Protest 
against increased employment of Goiernment putwarees. 
Canoongoes. 

637 24, Goont, maafee and sudaburt lands. Goont or religiously assigned. 

Sadaburt for distribution of food to pilgrims. Maafoes rent 
free to ndividuals. Allusion to resumption of maafeos. Sci- 
ence, resources, &o. &c. Practical Anal ^marks. Statistical 



}V COVTVSTS. 

Fias. Faba« 

not procurable by any one individual. Revenue survey 
UCt expected. Scientific commiesion now at work under 
Lieut. It. Stracbey, Engineers. Metals uuprofitablo. 
Land revenue not improvable. Tea a probable valuable 
^ staple product. General European colonization of the hills 
impracticable and uuadvisablo. Real benefits of the hills to 
Europeans. Sanataria. Schools. Cantonments. European 
superintGudenU at mines oud tea-nurseriea important. 



REPORT 


OF 

J. H. BATTEN, ESQ., 

ACCOMPANYING TIIE 

SETTLEMENT* PAPERS 

OF THE 

bhot mehals and northern pergunnahs 

KUMAON PROPER. 


No. 7. 

To G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq.. 

Comnnss loner of Kumaony 
Dated Knrrutoiiy the *SOflt June, 1843. 

SeUltment Dept. 


Sir. 


Introduction. 


As the revision of settlement in the Bhot mehals of Kumaon P-> 
per took place two years ago, and as in the sulse- 
quell t coui*se of appeals and references, the reve- 
nue administration and tenures of nearly every village in the tract have 
tome under your own notice and supervision, I have the honor to propose 
that the confirmation of the Board and Government be now obtained for 
the settlement. 


2. Within a more recent period, the Deputy Collector has, under 

your own eye, conducted the re-settlement on puttee 
Puttee Mula Danpoor. ‘1, , . . ^ ^ 

Mula (or upper) Danpoor in the pergunnah of 

that name, and in a great majority of cases your special sanction has 

been given to the arrangements made. Under these circumstances I 

have thought it expedient to forward with the final statement of the 

I Bhot mehals, a similar one for Mula Danpoor in order that the revised 

:juma of the latter country may obtain the confirmation of authority, at 

tbe same time with that of the former, from which it so little differs in its 

physical peculiarities and the manners and character of its inhabitants. 

3. The southern division of the pergunnah, comprising puttees 

Tula (or lower) Danpoor, and Mula and Tula 
Tull*^kuttoor*^'^' Kuttoor has, also, been subjected to settlement 
operations, and the revenue artd other arrange- 
Vol. IL 71 
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meuts have been completed, but, the revision took place after your de- 
parture from Bagesiir, and, even though from the absence of appeals, 
there may be but little probability ot the total proposed juma being 
altered by yourself, 1 would still wish for the satisfacjtion of myself as 
revising officer, that the transmission to the Board of the statements 
belonging to the puttees in question may be delayed tor a few months. 

4. As it is my intention to make my final settlement report on 

Kumaon Proper so far rescm])le that on Gurh- 
l<Litureae«cni>tions. iiicltide a doseiiptiou of each division of 

the country, and as, moreover the publication in the Transactions of 
the Asiatic Societf/ of Mr. Traill’s account of the Bhot inehals, ha^j 
almost rendered any other accounts of the same tract superfluous, it 
appears unnecessary on the present occasion to offer more than a very 
few remarks on the settlement itself and incidentally on the nature uf 
the country. 

5. To Mnla Joolinr, Becans and Darmn. my foiiner description of 

the agriculture and climate of Mula P\ii- 

Putteps Mula, Joohar, (the Nitee Pass') strictly ap])lies. Dui- 

Beeana and Darma _ ^ i /. i ' • r ii 

mg only hve months of the year, the 

middle of May to the middle of October are the villages in tliese piis,^{s 
inhabitable, and the products of the earth cultivated during this sea- 
sou, consisting of hailey, hnekwhetit, pltaphur, a little wheat, and 
turnips, are not always sufficient to supply the Bhotoas with food, 
much less to alYord surplus for the creation of a land revenue to the Stale. 
Yet are the occupants of this dreary region and unkindly soil tlie 
most enteri)rising, and the most thriving of f)nr hill subjects ; and, as 
observed by me on a former occasion, the faithm* a Bhotea village is re- 
moved from a genial climate, from “ the pomp of groves and garnituie 
of fields,” the nearer is it placed to the somces of its wealth. Melum, 
the uppermost of the Joohar villages, is situated some miles above tlo 
level of wood, and within a few hundred yards from the great glacier at 
the source of the Gorcc' river, while the juniper and furze brushes which 
grow on the mountain behind it, are religiously preserved, not only kf 
the purposes of fuel, but as an obstacle to prevent or break the fall of 
avalanches which might bury the houses in ruin. Yet, Meluni is the larg- 
est village in Kumaon ; and tlie Melmals, its inhabitants, only yield iii 
wealth and prosy^crity to tlio first class of monrhants in Alniora. Traffic 
is the life and soul of a Bhotea : .-uid, were the trade between the 
hills and Ho<m I>es to become closed, (though the wants of the Thibetans 
and their dependence on India for so many of the necessaries and luxuries 
of life may alway.s be supposed to render such an event improbable), h« 
would soon become an half starved savage ; or, abandoning altogethf'f 
bis present station at the outposts between human endeavour and the 
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txtrerno horrors of iiucon<|n(‘ral)le nature, would rapidly merge into the 
ccaiUTioii herd of Ciiinesti lartars, or of Khussia PaharOes. 

The uncivilized character of the people in upper Kewaien in western 
Giirhwal, and in some remote parts of Bisschr bordering thereon, affords 
an iinpleasing contrast to that of the Bhotcas in Kumaon, and may in a 
great measure be attributable to the difficulty of communication with 
the lower mountain, and trans-Himalayan countries, the comparatively 
small extent of trade carried on, and the distance of good markets.* 

6. Puttee Chondause situated below the Darrna and Beeanse passes 

at the junction of the Kalee and Dhowlee rivers, 
Puttee Chondai s deserted by tlie inhabitants during the severer 

months of the winter ; but, it differs from the puttees described in the last 
paragraph inasmuch as in many villages, two liaiwests in the 3 ^ear are 
obtained, and agriculture is comparatively speaking, in a prosperous con- 
dition. The climate indeed of some parts of this tract is during the 
hummer and autumn months extremely mild. Tli(} whole puttee con- 
sisting of mouzalis large and small, is tinder the heailsliip of one 
individual, Hurdoo Boorha, and is likely to continue in a flourishing state 
under liis management. The old juma of lls. t210, which had been unal- 
tered for three settlements, was reta,ined as the Government demand, 
and may be considered as very light. But, as numerous waste villages 
occur in this part of the country^ a mild assessment is necessary to in- 
crease the means of tlui people, and foster their agricultural industry. 

7. Tula Jooliar is the puttee immediately below the upper puttee 

which lie the regular Bhotea villages, though 
an interval of 20 mdes, of most difficult country, 
separates the two divisions. The fine slope from the Kallee-Moondee 
ridge to the Goree rivtT is occupied by Thullut, Sooring, Gorpata, and the 
other villages which form the tract, known by the name of Moonaheearee, 
the great entrepot of trade between tiie pa.sses and Bagesur. These 
villages are remarkably good, and poss(‘ss .some of the largest and most 
substantial houses in the province. The Bhoteas by their superior means 
aud intiuciice, have succeeded in obtaining a large proprietary share in 
Uf'arly all the villages in this tract and other parts, .still lower down,jof 
the puttee, and the original inhabitants have become in a great measure 
their dependants. 

Except in the case of a few villages sjtuated close to the snowy 
Revenue. peaks, there are two liarvests in Tula Joohar, 

and both the rubbee and khiireef produce finds 

th * report the word Chotea is used to represent the inhabitants of 

Kunioan Bhot mehals, or inter-alpine valleys of the snowy range, oa opposed to the 
or Khussia on one side, and the Hoonia, or inliabitant of Hoon Des in Thibet, on 
tho people and the Desees or Natives of Hindusthan ordinai-ily include m 

name Bhotea all the inhabittinta of the trans-Himalayan country which they call Bhot. 
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a most remimerating market on the spot. The pasture tracts, also, are 
notoriously good, and the fine breed of sheep and goats used by the 
Bhoteas and hill zemindars for the carriage of salt, borax, grain, &c., is 
a main source of wealth to the inhabitants. In some of the villages, 
owing to the loss of population, bad situation, and other causes, it was 
found necessary to decrease the Government demand, and at Toorink, a 
mehal of 7 mouzahs situated near the great Punjchoola peaks, which had 
fallen almost waste, a reduction of Bs. 42, viz., from Rs. 1 1 5 to Rs. 78» 
was found necessary. / 

In Josa and Kunulka, also, Rs. 10 out of a juma of Es. 21, were re- 
mitted from a like necessity. 

These nnd other decreases were partially compensated for by small 
increments made in the juma of other lightly assessed mouzahs, but still 
a deficiency occurred. 

At the time of the settlement, Deboo, the Government putwarree, 

and the principal men among the Bhoteas, will- 

Bevenue Rtatiwtics of per- i^orly agreed to distribute' the increase necessary 
guonah Joohar. o J o ^ i 

to make up for this deficiency among the nour- 
ishing villages of the upper puttee ; and accordingly the settlement of tiie 
whole pergunnah of Joohar was, as in the case of Darma and Beeanse, 
completed by me without making any change in the total amount of the 
Government demand. However, the people subsequently became discon- 
tented with this arrangement, and on their complaint being investigated 
by yourself, the loss was allowed to fall on the Government, and the 
Bhotea villages were relieved from their additional burden. The total 
deficiency thus arising is Rs. 52 for the Tula and Rs. 15 for the Mula 
puttee. Though a friend to light assessments, I am still of opinion that 
the Bhoteas pay to Government a smaller share of their piTjfits than the 
other inhabitants of the province ; and that considering their increased 
and increasing resources, the reduction (consequent on the expulsion of 
the Goorkhas, and the introduction into the province of British principles 
of taxation) made in the revenue of the passes, as compared to that made 
in the revenue of the agricultural communities, was disproportionately 
large. Independent of revenue considerations, however, political reasons 
exist for depriving our frontier subjects of all grounds of complaint ; and 
J am far from denying that the mere fact of people having in their appeals 
to you, objected to that part of my settlement which I am now discussing, 
was a very fair ground for directing an adherence in the case of the in- 
dividual villages in the Joohar pass, to the ultimate Government demand, 
fixed by Mr. Commissioner Ti^ill. 

8. Mula Danpoor resembles in many respects the puttee last des- 
cribed, but parts of the country on the Pindur 
Mula Danpoor. reaching to the frontier of Gurhwal, are a 
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good way removed from any of the main routes to and from Thibet. 
However, the mart of Bagesur, where all the Bhoteas congregate during 
the winter, is not far distant from any part of the pergunnah, and with 
some few exceptions the Danpoorees may be considered a prosperous and 
thriving race. The new settlement conducted by the Deputy Collector 
appears to have been quite satisfactory to them, and I trust that here, as 
in the other puttees, the formation of reut rolls, and the general ascertain- 
ment and recording of rights and liabilities, effected during the revision, 
will tend to secure to all classes of people, the content and happiness 
which they now appear to enjoy. 

9. The accompanying lables* show at one glance the revenue 
statistics of the settlement under report; and the details of juma for 
which the sanction of Government is required. 

I have, &c., 

Kumaon \ 

Settlement Office, v BATTEN, 

The SOth June, 184-3. ; Senior Aaat. and Settlement Officer. 


eiA 1849. Not separately printed as the details are more correctly shewn in the 

'""oral Stotemenu No. IV, No. V and No. VI. 
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MK BATTEN’S LETTER, 

ACCOMPANTING THE 

SETTLEMENT STATEMENTS 

OP 

KUMAON PROPER. 


No. 2 OF 1846. 


'J'o G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq., 

ComraitsHtonci’ of Kumami. 


StR, 


I have the honor to forward three general .statenient.s for Kuniaon 
Pro| )(}r, Mos. iV, V and VI ; the latter being une 
Settluiunt. of iny own suggestion, the former corresponding 

to tile general pergunnahwar and juinabundco statements adopted by 
tlie Uoveriimoiit, and Board of Keveime tor the Ttegnlatiou Prnvinc(\s. 


2, The whole of my revision of settlement has undergone examina- 
tion by yoiirs(df ill tlie course of appeals anil references ; and you are aware 
how much 1 am indebted to Umha ].)utt, the Deputy Collector, for the 
principal conduct of the si'ttlement opi'rations in the several porgunnalis, 
sinci? tludr cominencemiait in the lattm' halfot IS 1-2. This very circum- 
stance, however, has led to the great delay which hasaiisiui in forwarding 
the statements to higher authority ; for, I could only answiu* for the gen-* 
eral principles of the settlement, whilst I have been depiaident on liini for 
most of the details of assessment, and for the preparation of the necessary 
papers. In communicating his n asonsfor tin' several allotments of reve- 
nue, and in putting into form the results of his work, the Deputy Collec- 
tor has bei'U extremely slow, and only now have T received his reports and 
statements. The utter novelty of tiie duties devolving on him in the re- 
cord de])artrnent, and his constant em[)loyment in the decision of disputes 
connected with the settlement proceedings, in addition to his usual business 
in the Summary Suit Court, are quite sufficient grounds, in my opinion, 
for the exculpation of the Deput}^ Collector from any charge of neglect or 
remissness in the execution of the merely formal part of the settlement 
business. 


3. The revision of the assessment in the Bhot mehals, as Kote 
Shore, Kotab, Chukata, Gungolee, Puldakote, and Dhunneakote, 
either entirely, or in a great degree, made by myself. I was proceeding 
to report my work, pergunnah by pergunnah, but on the receipt of my 
report for the Bhot mehals at an early period of the operations, you in- 
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striictcd me to make one general report for the whole district at the con-^ 
elusion of the work, lo effect this, 1 must have before me the whole 
details, and, as before stated, these have only just reached me. 

4. 1 had previously arranged my own information nnd(‘r the 

several necessary heads ; and shall have no difficulty in condensing tlie 
facts worthy of record into a report even more full than that furnished 
by me for Gurhwal. Its immediate preparation is barred by more press- 
ijio duties in other departments. • 

5. Under these circunrstanees, I trust that the Sudder Board of Ile- 
veiiLie and Jlis Honor^the Li(mtenaiit Governor, will find themselves able, 
.►11 your recommendaliiju, (which I respectfully solicit) to sanction the 
s.'vcral jumas for the 17 pcrguniiahs of Ivumaon Proper, as shown in the 
.siatt'UK'nts, and to fix tlio a.niount of revenue tor the whole zillah, without 
iuithcr delay. 4 he Bngli>h report will b(i forwarded the instant that my 
return to the hills from my Bhabur eiicampnumts am'l my cons(‘<]ucnt 
gix'ater leisure, shall enable me to draw it up with proper care and 

tciitioii. 

(j. Th(‘ rntes of average assessment per boesoe are, as you are awan', 
not trust wortliv, and my remarks on this suhjeet in the Gurhwal r<*port 
an' ('(jually applicable to Kumaon. Nevertheless, i perceiv e an approxima- 
tion to truth in th(' goniTal results ^hown even in the column of rates ; 
and tlie r(‘V('nue stati^tics form fi. very fair test thereby to nH’asuia^ tbe 
gonoral condition of the sevan’al tracts composing the jirovincr'. In my 
ivporl 1 .shall tak(* care fn note particularly the cause of increase and 
tl( crease' of juma in the several puttees, and to add to each explanation a 
geograjihical and general account of the localities. A map of the district 
appended. 

7. It will he seen by the Board of Revenue, that tlu' actual net in- 
crease of juma in Kunrion Proper {viz, Rs. 1,528) is only double the 
sum recorded as net (b'crease for Gurhwal, thus leaving for the whole hill 
part of the province a less net increment than Rs. SOO. This fact of it- 
self shews the moderation of the Government demand, when the great 
comparative prosperity of Kumaon proper is considered. As the MaJiA)- 
ruaree fever or plague appixirs to be lamentably on the increase in Gurh- 
''al, it is far from improbable that the Kumaon surplus revenue may all 
be required to meet the losses in the former district. 

In conclusion I would beg to recommend the extension of the 
whole settlement period for the several pergunnahs to the year 1921 
^umbut, or 1860-67 A. D. as shewn in No. V Statement for Palee, the 
pergunnah last settled. The Kumaonese, without one word of murmur, 
continued to pay the (juinquennial juma last fixed by Mr. Gommissioner 
^*■^'111, six or seven years after the completion of that period. 1 Iiave no 
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doubt that now, too, the inhabitants of the pergunnaha first revised, will 
have no objection to the extension of their leases for four, three, and two 
years respectively beyond the 20 years. 

I have, &c., 


Kumaon Settlement Office, 
The 6th March, 1846, 
Camp Kalcedo&ngee. 


J. H. BATTEN, 

Senior Asst, and Settlement Officer. 
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MR. BATTEN’S 

FINAL SETTLEMENT REPORT. 


No. 135 OF 1848. 

To G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq., 

Contmiaaioner of Kumaon. 
Dated 

Revenue. 


Sir, 


Introduction. 

Former reports and atate- 
meuts. . 


In the accompanying copy of a former report,* which was forwarded 
to your office in June 1843, will be found a 
brief summary of my Settlement proceedings in 
the Bhot mehals of zillah Kumaon and for the 
Mu la or upper puttee of pergunnah Danpoor. 
Together with this report, 1 have also the honor to furnish for the con- 
venience of reference, a copy of the letter No. 2 of 1846,* dated the 6th 
March idem, which was sent up by me with the general statement No. 
IV ; shewing the fiscal results or the whole revision of settlement, and 
which was followed by the sanction of Government, received in orders 
dated 2nd June 1846, to the new jumabundee of the district ; that is, to 
the highest juma fixed by me for each pergunnah. A new copy of the 
generpJ statements just referred to does not appear a necessary append- 
age to the present report, and I have therefore, omitted it. But as No. V 
shews the order of time in which* the several pergunnahs were settled, 
and the period of each settlement, and as No. 

represents in an abstract form the distri- 
bution of the increases and decreases, and the 
several heads under which the changes in the jumas were effected, I 
have thought it a convenient plan to reproduce these statements, on the 
occasion of laying before superior authority according to instructions the 
following more detailed observations. 

2. As a general preface to these, a copy of the Statistical table fur- 

StatiHticai tabl nished by me on the 12th May of the present 

year for the information of Gkivernment will, I 
hope, be found an useful adjunct to the above, and I here take the oppor- 
tunity of repeating the explanation concerning its preparation. 


‘ Kotb, 1849.— Bath reports are printed 
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Rough Statistical Return of Land Revenue, Area and Population in 
the District of Kumaon ( inclusive of Turaee ). 


Kumaon. 


! bivision. 

Kumaon Proper. 

to 

1 District. " 

3,484 

CaS 

Number of Mouzahs or Townships. 

5,260 


Area in Square Geographical Miles of 847*2 Acres each. 

44,56,572 

Of 

Area in Acres. ’ 

1,93,187 ) S 

\ ^ 

a> 

Cultivated. 

1,48,566 \ H 


Culturable. 9 

17,443 

00 

Lakhiraj, ^ 

40.98,876 

<o 

Barren. 

1,64,794 


Demand on account of Land Revenue, for 1846-47. 

7b. Ab. P. 

0 0 64 

- 

Rate per Acre on total A tea. 

Jis. A 8. P. 

0 7 0 

lO 

Rate per Acre on total Malgoozaree. 

Ar. A 8. P. 

0 12 9 


Hate per Acre on total Cultivation. 

1,54,618 


Gross Collections of Land Revenue, 1845-46. 

34,452 


THiargeB ^full Revenue Establishment in Collection and 
District Offices. 

ib. A8. P 

22 4 3 

^1 

Percentage of Revenue charge on demand for 1816-47. 

6;831" 

3J 

Net Stamp Collections. 

1,450 

» ) 

Net Abliarry Collections. 

cj 

S'l 

; Agricultural^^ Hindoo. ^ 

S' 

g 

§i 

I Non-agricultural. p 

o ■" 

SI 

Agiicidtural. » j d 

» 

to 1 
to 1 

Non-agricultural. * 

1,66,755 

to" 

GO 1 

Total estimated. 

31-7 

l! 

Number of Persons to each Square Geographical Mile, 
estimated. 


“ It will at once l->e conceded that in a mountainous and wild country 
like Kumaon a great difficulty attends the preparation of a Statistical 
return, and that only a slight approximation to accuracy in the matter 
“ of area and measurements in general can be attained in the existing 
deficiency of detailed suiwey. 

“ The number of mouzahs recorded in the statement correspond to 
the number of mehals for which separate revenue engagements have 
been taken, and does not show the dakhilee holdings, many of which 
are without separate inhabitants, and a large proportion of which can 
“ hardly boast of more than two or three cottages. The area in square 
miles has been roughly calculated for the parellels of latitude and lon- 
“ gitude, within which the district of Kumaon 
Ei^^nation of Sutistical a Proper, including the Bhot mehals, is contain- 
“ ed, and from this the area in acres has been 
derived in accordance to the mode shewn in the heading of column 4. 
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“ With reference to the number of cultivated culturable and lakhiraj 
acres it is requisite to state that, in the hill pn,rt of the province, the sole 
“ measurements known are those founded on the Nalee and Beesee, which 
are areas calculated on measures of capacity^ (having reference to the 
'' seed required for sowing them) and on the actual square measure 
which Mr. Commissioner Traill, after many inquiries and trials, deduced 
therefrom. The account is as follows : 

Nominal M^sure. 

** 2 seers of seed wheat equals = 1 Nalee of land. 

40 ditto of ditto, or 1 maund, ditto = 1 Beesee. 

Square Measure. 

'' 12 yards X 20 yards = 210 square yards 1 Nalee. 

“ 240 yards X 20 yards = 4800 ditto ~ 1 Beesee. 

“ In the Bhabur or plains-pergunnahs the cultivated and culturable 
“ is that of the actual survey made in acres of 4840 square yards in 
“ 1845, and the number of actually measured acres in the low lands was 
“ added to the assumed Beesee area of the highlands, as exhibited in the 
“ settlement records and native books of measurements. 

“ The total area of the province having been calculated in the 
“ manner detailed, it follows that the real contents in acres is very much 
“ larger than I have stated it to be, my numbers lepresenting the area 
“ of the plain surface covered by the hills and answering to the base of 
“ a triangle, while the actual area must be represented by the superficial 
“ contents of the sides. It would, however, be vain to attempt any theo- 
“ retical approximation to the truth ; actual survey alone can be depend- 
“ ed upon ; but, with this explanation the area entered in the statement 
will, I hope, be considered sufficiently accurate, the vast extent of 
“ inaccessible mountain contained in it, being taken into consideration ; 

and I have therefore merely deducted the cultivated, culturable and 
“ lakhiraj from the total area of the province, and entered the result as 
“ barren. 

“ The following allotment of salaries has been debited under the 
“ head of Charges of Revenue Collections, viz. : 

“ Half the salary of the Commissioner ‘ also Political Agent’ 

“ Ditto ditto of Senior Assistant Commissioner. 

“ Ditto ditto of Junior Assistant Commissioner. 

“ Ditto the salary of Sudder Umla. 

Whole salary of Deputy Collector. 

“ Ditto ditto of Tehsildaree Establishment. 

Ditto ditto of Canoongoe Establishment. 

Ditto ditto of Government Putwarees. 
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“ The time of t)ie Commissioner and his assistants is chiefly occupied Iq 
“ Civil and J udicial duty, and by placing one-half of their pay in the 
“ * Cost of Collection,’ the charge under that head is more than is fair ; 
“ but as hithei-to the whole of our salaries have appeared as those of 
“ Revenue officers, I did not think it right to place more than half 
against the J udicial and General Department ; in the same manner, 
it would not have been improper to have similarly apportioned the 
“ pay of the Tehsildaree and Putwaree establishments, which are in a 
“ great measure employed on Police duties. 

In the absence of any recent census, I have added only 10 per cent, 
to that taken by Mr. Traill in 1824; but I am inclined to believe 
that a much larger increase than this has taken place ; and, as Mr. 
“ Traill made his estimate only for the number of houses, I have attempt- 
“ ed no detail of tlie distribution of the inhalntants. However, I may 
“ here state that, in my opinion, the Mahommedan and non-agricultural 
“ population do not exceed p*art of the whole.” 


Bhotea mehals. 


3. I have also appended a small map of Kumaon and Gurhwal 

extracted from Rushf^jiis Indian Gazetteer, 
and I have in it numbered and marked of 
the several pergunnahs of botli disti'icts. I hope that this sketch will 
prove useful to those who. may peruse the two Settlement Reports.* 

4 . Concerning the Bhotea mehal??, with wliich Mr. Traills’s paper in 
the Asbitlc Researches and the pritited journals 
of modem travellers, have made inquirers ac- 
quainted, and the physical peculiaritie.s of wliich are at this moment under 
careful examination. as.sisted by all tlie light of modern science, f — it is, 
only necessary for me now to add a few words. The Jowahir or Joohar 

Pass occupies the inter-Himalayan valley of the 
Goree, at and below tlie sources of that great 
branch of the Gogra river. The eleven chief villages of the Joohar 
Bhoteas are found at heights above the sea varying from 10,000 feettc 
1 1 ,300 feet, and all of them lie between the northern sides of the high 
snowy peaks, or chain of greatest elevation, on the one side, and the 
'watershed or ridge which separates the rivers which flow to India and 
Thibet respectively, on the other. Their position is thus extremely sin* 
gular, and somewhat difficult to be understood by those who, only look- 
ing at the great peaks from positions in the cen- 
tral or lower mountains, and ignorant of the fact 
that all the main rivers do not rise on their 


Joohar, 


Bhotea mebals, Melum, 
Oonta Dboora, &c. 


* Note 1849 .— This map with the MS. district map ; and with the other material® 
his possession and su pitied to him, enabled the Deputy Surveyor General to prepare 
sheet published in this compilation, —( Vide Preface.) 

t Note.— Vhic ParagrapJi 25,. 
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southern or Indian aspect, cannot understand the existence of an inhabit- 
ed Cis-Thibetan region, north of what they call “ the snowy range,” and 
yet within the British frontier. The gh^t into Hoon Des from Melum 
is called “ Oonta Dhoora,” and though boasting of the greatest traffic, is 
an extremely difficult and even dangerous route. In all the passes, but 
especially in Joohar, the tract above the uppermost village, or where the 
route actually crosses the water-shed, is very rugged, impracticable and 
forbidding in appearance, while the villages themselves are for the most 
part situated in easy open ground. A^in, the tract immediately below 
the inhabited part of the valley, or where the river breaks through or 
ri.'inks the highest chain, and enters the region of forest vegetation, Is 
characterized by scenery of the most beautiful, but stupendous charac- 
ter, snow beds, precipices, and waterfalls, rendering the descent by the 

river side into the lower regions, apparently impossible. The in ter- Alpine 
valley of the Douloe river (also called Goree from its white foaming 
waters,) is called Darnia, and is separated from Joohar on its west, by 
the line of the great Punjchoola peaks. 

The lower part of the valley which flanks the less elevated portion 
of the above range at Khela, Sealpunt, &c., re- 
Bhotoa tnehals of Darma seinbic's Ohoiidanse and parts of Tula Joohar 
formerly <lescrihed ; and, the upper portion at 
Gob, Seeboo, &c., is (piite Bhotea in its character. The ghat of the 
Darina Pa.ss is known by the name of “ Neo Dkoora and there is also 
an inter-Himalayan route into Beeans, called Le bong Dhoora, but this 
last, like all other passes running ea.st and west, is only open for a very 
brief period in e<a(;h year. The occupants of the Darina villages, are the 
h-ast civilized of all our Bhoteas Losses from various causes, avalanches 
on their villages and roads, — murrains among tlieir cattle and sheep — and 
casualties among themselves, — have tended to impoverish them, and to 
render them unable, (certainly most unwilling) to pay off tlie accumula- 
ted debt in which their dealings with the Almorah merchants have invol- 
ved them. I found their land revenue assessed at Rs. 901, and I left it 
unaltered. The permanent collection of even this sum is already becom- 
ing a matter of doubt ; and my remarks on the inadequate payments of 
the Bhoteas to the State, must not be supposed applicable to Darma, 
though its juraa, previous to the establishment of the sole separate item, 
land revenue, amounted to Rs. 3,399. Darma is very little known to 
European travellers. The eastern most Bhot mehal of Kumaon is 
Beeans, a region recently rendered interesting 
by the passage through it of Lieutenant H. 
Stracbey in his successful visit to the great lakes of Hoon Des. The two 
sources of the Kalee river are here found, and the vallies of the Koontee 
(named from the uppermost village in its coiirs(^) and of (he more 
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sacred Kalee itself, form respectively the approaches to the two passes, 
Laukpya Dhoora and Lepoo Dhoora, the latter, (leading to Taklakhar,*) 
by far the easiest of all the ghits. In a tributary glen of the Kalee, call- 
ed Tinkur from a village of that name, and on the eastern bank of the 
Kalee itself, there are situated a few Bhotea villages belonging to Nipal 
which are completely isolated by the snowy peaks on their east and south 
from all other parts of the Joomla and Dotee territory, and which, except 
politic vlly, form a part of Beeans. The Beeans Bhoteas fall far short 
of the Jooharees in intelligence and enterprize, which qualities, added to 
the peculiar trading privileges accorded to them by the Thibet authori- 
ties, f enable the latter (notwithstanding the greater natural obstocles to 
their trade,) to far surpass the former in wealth and civilization. Many 
of the Beeanses, however, during the winter, are found frequenting the 
Turaee marts at Brimdeo and Sunneah, where their own river enters the 
plains of Hindusthan ; and I have met some of their most active traders 
returning from personal visits to their Furruckabad and Buieilly corres- 
pondents. The laud revenue belonging to the 6 pottahs and 18 separate 
inhabitancies of Beeans, amounted to Rs. 201, and I saw no reason for 


altering that amouut. lu the year 184? 1, previous to its temporaiy dis- 
turbance by the inroad of the Sikhs into Hoon Des, I made a rough 
statistical calculation of the trade carrie'l on by the Kumaon Bhoteas ; 
and, although it has found its way elsewhere into print, J I here insert it 
for facility°of reference, and with a ifiew to show what commodities are 
interchanged. The recent great increase in the 
Bhotea mehals. General of Bagcsur, the head quarters of the trade 

remarks on trade, Ac. , „tainS, WOuld 


appear to prove the continued prosperity of the Bhoteas and those who 
deal with them, notwithstanding the gradual falling off in the price of 
borax, the main imported staple, in Calcutta and Europe. From all I 

can learn, however, the exports are largely increasing in quantity and 

value. Any liberal change in the principles and practices of the Thibet- 
an (i. e. Chinese) Government in regard to the opening the comraumca- 
tion between Hoon Des' and India by the introduction into the markets, 
of capitalists, de-aling directly on their own account, would probably in- 
jure the Bhotea tribes of whom we have been speaking and reduce them 
to their original proper character of carriers, cattle and sheep breeders, and 
road-makers. Such an event, with reference to their monopolizing sp'^ 
and inhospitable attempts to keep up and increase all the existing 
ers to international intercourse, would not, I think, be much regretted 


beyond their own circle. 


• Note. — Also called Tuklakote. 
f Vide Traill’s printed account of Bhotea mehals. 

^ Vide “ Pilgrim’s Wanderings in the Himalaya,” Agra, 1844. 
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Memo, of Impoits purchased frmn th« Bhotcas between October 1840 

and May 1841. 

Imports. 


Descri'ptio^i of Goods, 

QiMntify. 

Value. 

Tincal or unrefined Borax, 

JOOHAR 

Mds. 

POOO 

*A3S. 

Rs. 

45,000 

Salt 

2000 

8,000 

Chowrees, . , 

Zcdoary Nirbiai 

Saffron, 

Tea, 

Pu.shm or Shawl Wool, ... . 

Ponies, 

Shawls, 

10 

0 

1 

2 

15 

60 

40 pair 

1,600 

250 

500 

200 

750 

3,000 

1,500 

Chinese Dragon and • . • • ) 

other Silks, 

20 pcs. 

1,200 

Blanket Clothing, Coarse . . . M 

Woollens, and Serges, .. i 

Goats and Sheep, 

Mule Yaks (Jubboos,) 

Musk, 

500 pcs, 

1000 

50 

80 tolas. 

2,000 

1,200 

1 000 
200 


Petangs. j 


Gold Dust, j 

1600 or 7-4 
mashas. 

1 12,000 

Ladakh Tunnashas or 3 . ... ) 



7,000 

anna pieces, ) 

Kuldar Rupees, ... . • 

— 

15,000 


Total Rupees, . 

.. 1,00,400 

Darma and Beeans 

Passes. 

Tincal, 

Salt, 

Orpiment, 

Pushm, 

Chowrees, 

Musk, 

Coarse Woollens, 

Mds. 

8000 

8000 

40 

7 

5 

300 tol^. 
800 pcs. 

Rs, 

40.000 

12.000 
700 
400 
600 
600 

1,000 

Total Rupees, . . . 
Grand total Imports, . . . 
Grand total Exports, ... 

65,300 

1,65,700 

79,376 


Difference, . . . 

76,325 


Rate at which sold. 


[The present rate is 5 Ua. 
jier md. at Bagssur 
formerly 7 and 8 Ki 
, per inauud. 
jSold at 4 Rs. per mauiul, 
and bartered for Rice 
in the proportion ot 3 
or 4 seers of grain for 
one of salt. 

3 to 8 Rs. per seer. 

1- 8 to 5 Rs. per seer. 

8 to 12 Rs. per seer. 

2- 8 to 4 Rs. per seer, 

30 to 70 Rs. perrnauiid. 
30 to 150 Its. each. 

20 to 60 Rs. per pair. 

! 100 to 125 per piece, 

and the plain kind from 
6 to 15 Its. per piece. 

2 to 12 Rs. per piece. 

1 to 1-8 each. 

20 to 30 each. 

1-8 to 3 per tola. 


000 j| 


8 Rs. per petang. 

Excliange at 4 and 5 
per Rupee. 

The sole cash return 
in India coinage. 


6 to 6 Rs. per maund. 
4 Rs. per ditto. 

20 to 28 Rs. per ditto. 
30 to 70 Rs. per ditto. 
3 to 8 Rs. per seer. 

2 to 8 Rs. per tola. 

1 1 to 1*8 per piece. 
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Memo, of Goods expoHed from Almorah to Chinese Tartar j, betucea 
October 1840 and May 1841. 

Export*. 


DescHption of Goods. Quantity. 


Vahbc. 


Rupees. 


Sugar candy, . , . * 

(tuorh, . 

Confectionery, 

Dates. .... 

Alnonds, 

Cloves, , ... 

Chillies, 

Nutmegs, 

(lardfiinutns, 

Uamplior, 

Indigo, 

Pewter and Salarnoniac, 

Khin Khalis, 

Binad tdotlis, 

Moleshin and other Euroi>o Cloths. 

Kharwa 

Coarse Cloths, 

Pearls, 

Coial 

Miscullaneou.s commodities such ) 
as Penknives, Buttons and [ 
Chinaware, i 

Grain, ... ^ 

Hardware, 

Toh.accn, 
heetlo Nut, ’ 


70 nidfl., 
5,000 bhclees, 
20 mds., 

70 ditto, 

25 ditto, 

3 ditto, 

2 ditto, 

3 ditto, 

1 ditto, 

2 ditto, 

5 ditto, 

2 ditto, 

7 pfSeces, 

175 ditto, 

4000 pieces, 
10,000^ ditto. 


9,000 mds., 

200 mds, 
5 ditto. 


2,000 

1,000 

400 

1,300 

700 

400 

100 

500 

225 

250 

500 

150 

30C 

17.000 

4.000 

3.000 

13.000 
1,500 

800 

55 

12.000 

1.000 
2,000 

200 


Total Rhpoes, 


62,875 


^ate at uhirk nold at 
Bagesvr. 


20 to 30 Rs. per md 
5 bheloea per Uupee. 
15 to 25 Jis. per md. 
|15to20Rs per ditto. 
20 to 25 Its. jxir ditto. 

2 to 2-8 per seer, 

12 As, to 1 Rq per seer. 
80 to 90 Nuts per lie. 

5 to 6 Ks per seer. 

3 K.S, per seer. 

,60 to 100 Ra. per md. 

I 1-8 to 2 R,s per seer. 
20 to 100 Ks j>er piece. 
2 to 12 Rs. per yard 
8 As to 2*8 p. yard. 

6 to 30 per corge 
1 to 2-8 per piece. 

No standard rate, 

1 1-8 to 16 Us per tola. 


Generally bartered. 
1-4 tt4 2-8 per seer. 

10 to 16 Rs. pel mud. 
15 to 50 Rs. jier ditto. 


BeEAS and DARMA PASSE.S. 


Goorh, 
Cloth, 
Grain, . 
Tobacco, 
Hardware, 


7,000 bhelees. 


12000 maunds^ 
ISOnditto, 


1,500 

1,000 

12,000 

1,500 


600 

Total Rupees, ,,, 16,500 | 

Grand total of exports Ks., . . . 79,375 


5 bhelees per Rupee. 

No standard rate. 

10 to 16 Rs. per maund. 
1-4 to 2-8 per seer. 


Yol. II. 7a 
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(C.) 

Rough explanation of difference according to the papers given in 
by a principal native merchant of Almorah. 


Expenses as follows. Rupees , 

Sheep and Goats purchased for carriage, ... ... ... 10,000 

Cotton Cloths purchased for apparel, ... 4,000 

Coarse Thibetan Woollens, re purchased for apparel, 4,000 

Government Land Revenue, ••• ••• ••• 'i»S49 

Interest of Loans from Almorah ^Icrchants, . ... ... 15,000 

Expences of Jubboos, Goats aj^d Sheep for domestic use, ... 4,000 

Loans advanced by Bhoteas, ... ... ••• 4,000 

Losses of all kinds, ... •• ••• ••• 6,000 


Total Rs.,... 51,849 


Profit balance in favor of Bhoteas, . . ... 24,476 

Difference between Exports and Imports, ... ... / 6 325 

(D.) 

Memo, of Goods sold to the Bhoteas of the Joohar Pass, by Merchants 
of jilrnoTxih (f iid other Traders, from the 15^/i May to loth June, 
1841, at Munsheeuree, according to a rough Native calculation, 
made in the Settlement Camp of H. Batten, Esq., 


Broad Cloth, 

Moleskin, 

Satin Jean, 

American Drill, ... * 

English Chinta, ... ... 

Do. Calicoes, Muslin, Linen, &c.,. 

Velvet, 

Indian Chintz, Calicoes, &c., 

Pearls, 

Coral, 

Indigo, 

Spices, 

Dehlee Valuables, Precious Stones, Jewellery, 

♦ Curiosities, <fec., 

Total, ... 14,210 


Rupees. 

4.000 
800 
300 
450 
300 

1.000 
400 

4,700 

700 

400 

350 

160) Less this year 
150) than usual 

500 


Grain,... 

Tobacco and Oil, 


Brought for sale by Zemindars. 

600 

200 


Grand Total, ^ 


15,010 


• In one month at one place, m., Munabeeare? half-way between Bagesur and ilehm 
Note. 1.— Payment for the above goods is rarely made in cash, but bonds are 
Made payable in cash and goods at the season of return traffic. 

Note. 2 — 1849. In the above account of the Bhot inehals of Kuinaon the w d 

D«.OT «untryofthe Hoonlaa (Hnn» f) bM been substituted for tlie former 

or snow ooudtry, tho latter word being proved quite as meorreet as the Oontt 
fvool country of Moorcroft. 
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5. The perguiiuah of Danpoor in Kumaon (partially described iti 
the former report) is in many respects similar 
Danpoor deacnbecl. pergunnali Nagpoor in Gurhwal. Though 

it cannot boast, like the latter, of celebrated shrines and sacred peaks 
visited from afar by a constant influx of pilgrims, yet it is something 
to possess in Nundidevl the loftiest spot of eartJi in the whole British 
empire* At the base and from the spurs of this giant of the East- 
ern Star,” and its neighbour Nimda Kote, rise the three rivers which 
(,ive a character to the pergunriah arid separate its eastern part into 
three great vallies, vlz.y those of the Pindar, the Surjoo and the eastern 
Rarugunga ; wliile its western half is drained by the Gaomutee and its 
affluents, uniting with tlie Surjoo at Bagesur. This last named holy, 
ami at the same time, secularly distinguished place, and the ruins, of 
the most ancient soat of puharree power at Byziiath,*!* render the west- 
ern division, or Mula and Tula Kuttoor, locally illustrious ; made still 
ijiuH! so by a Hindu or bill tradition, that when the years of sanctity 
for Himlwar and the Ganges shall have been accomplished, the river- 
vlrtUL* will bo transferred to the Sardah, and be found chiefly glorified on 
the Suijuo at Bagesur.iJ; 

The fiscal history of this pergunnali is shown in tlie following table. 


Juina of past Scftltincnt. 









-3 


a 

X) 


2 

a 


S 

1 * 


rf} 

m 


1 

0 

i n: 


0 

00 


R^'. 
13,4 S7 


3,842 ' 


C4 n 
§-1 




1 





Kka. 

Isa. 

4,104 

1 fdd2 

5,522 

5,570 

5,711 j 5.811 

12,196 1 

6,697 

1 




Rs. 70 decrease. 

1 

j 



Of the 

Asyossinciit, 


'Used 


incronse of 
^hltoiucut 


Rs 


jiima at Urn revised settlement, Ks. 25 belong 
t<-) Tula JJanpotu' and Rs. to Kuttoor, while 
the jumabundee ot Mula Danpoor shows an 
8 partly owing to nia-abail leases. In the No. 0 
will be seen what portion of the decrease is owing to the 
f'xclusion from the setthunent of mouzali.^ leccutly fallen waste*. Indeed, 
accounts minutely for the whole jumabundee of each 

Noth.- Dwulagiri, Kuiichun, Jinga, Uhaibun, &c.. arc in Nipal and Thibet. 

^ t Noth. -For an account of tho KuUoora dynasty, and, indeed, for a general abstract 
i^fcory of the Kumaon Kaj, chfc my “ Notes on the Kumaon and Kohilkhund Turaee,” 
I" i^hed ir) Journal of Asiatic iSocufy of Beoyal, No. CLV, 1811. 

^ K.-prubdbly the dwcllci 8 on the banka of the would rnect this tradi* 

'Vith Indignation. 
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Mahaiuaneo fever. 


separate puttee of each pergunnah, and it would be, I humbly conceive, 
au useless cuml)ering of this report, besides a waste of time, to make 
each item tlie subject of detailed explanation. 

The agricultural prosperity of Danpoor and Kuttoor is not great ; 
where the soil is best, and where facilities for irrigation abound, there 
unhappily (as for instance in the hot glen of the Surjoo) the climate is 
inimical to the increase of population, and the exceeding heaviness of 
the jungle tends to perpetuate the animal scourges of the hills in the 
shape of tigers, bears, and leopards. Of Late 
years, too, the fatal Mahamarree fever has < 
crossed over from Budhan, and made its appearance among the upper 
villages of the Pindur and Surjoo ; thus diminishing the existing nuni' 
ber of cultivators, and frightening away the surplus numbers of over- 
grown coininimities, and the surplus tenants of occupied lauds, who 
would utherwibc bo available for breaking up new lands. In favorable 
contrast to this calamity, I may record the ira- 

Kuttoor described. i , , rr . , ' • i i 

pi'oved state of Kuttoor, m the lower puttee of 
which at and towanls Bagesur, the cultivation is fast increasing and the 
climate being proportionately bettered ; and in the upper puttee of 
which, where it has been always most difficult to understand the causes 
of unhealtbiness, a visilile addition to the land under tillage, and somo 
r("^toratiou of inhabitants to deserteej spots have occurred especially, I 
am happy to observe, since the conclusion of the settlement. Still the 
broad vallies of the Gnrroor and Gaomuttee at nearly 4000 feet above 
the sea afford a molanclioly spectacle to those, who at lower elevations in 
Palo-e and elsuwb.Te, and in situations apparently far less favored by 
uature, are accustomed to see the whole level a vsheet of cultivation 
.surrounded by cheerful and populous villages. 
jVt one time, too, from the citadel of Runchoola 
above their ca])ital, Kuttoor, the ancient rulers of the hills must have 
looked down and around on an almost unbroken picture of agricultural 
wealth ; for, not only in tlie vallies, but up three-fourths of the mountain 
.sides, now coveicd with enormous fore.sts of pine, (especially in the west; 
and south-west towanls Gopal-kot and the other great fountain heads 
of the Gmroor, and Kosilla) the well built walls of fields remain in 
multitudinous array, terrace upon terrace, a monument of former indus- 
try and populousness, and only requiring the axe to prepare an immedi- 
ate way for the plough. 

The valley of Byzriatli being situated on the frontier of Kumaen 
with Gurhwal, and in the neighbourhood of 
Valltjy cf zn.it... Budhan Fort, was often in all probability 

.scene of border ixmllicts and military exactions ; and the desertioh ofvib 
lages once having cuiurneiiced, and no means of restoring the population 
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1)61 hand, the deterioration of climate, originating in the spread of 
lank vegetation and the neglect of drainage, &c., may be supposed to 
have t^one on from worse to worse, till finally the heat and moisture were 
left to perform all their natural ill offices unchecked by the industry and 
etibrts of man. Vi (i wing, however, the present slight improvement in an 
hopeful light and remembering the less favorable situations in which 
nurseries are thriving, I am of opinion that the district of Kuttoor 
(Byznath) would be found the one most desorv- 
Te, I nurseries proposed in Selection for the futurc spread of tlie 

Kurnaon tea cultivation. Irrigatable unoccupied 
lands, at between 3000 to 5000 feet above the sea, abound on the lower 
slopes of the hills, while much of the good land in actual possession is 
occupied by migratory tenants at will (sirthan or paekasth assamecs) un- 
attached to the soil, in whose place the Pudhans of villages could have 
reasonable objection to see profit-paying, wealth-planting gardeners. 
The v(‘ry fact that at the present settlement (which took place bcfoie 
auy discussion arose concerning the extension of the tea experiment) 17 
poitahs of villages were in Kuttoor obliged to be made over to non-pro- 
moostdjlrs ov farmers, the richer or less desponding neighbours of 
ihc resigning Pudhans, shews that available ground was at our disposal. 
Boil I there and in pergunnahs Gungolee, Shor and Seera, the solo ex- 
pi nso ill securing the land, would liave been (and even now in mnny 
pieces would still be) the wiping off the juma from the revenue books. 

probably some paltry sum of less than 20 rupees 

']Viuuc.Un Danpoor and pj.i- annum. Throughout Danpoor and Kuttoor, 
Kuttoor. * 1 1 1 i 1 T 1 1 

the tenure of land among the old estahlisned 

coiiiinunities, iwS almost entirely hissohdarret?, or bhyacharah, each hisseh- 
<lnr bolding in actual separaiicy has own fields and paying his quota c>f 
I'cvciiue to tlic elected Pudhan. Adhere the lands have often changed 
hands and where it is difficult to keep up a permanent tenantry, the 
Pudhan, who holds the lease may be considered as nominal proprietor of 
the soil, and at the next revision of settlement, all those who are now re- 
corded as farmers, and wdiose farms of resigned or waste lands may then 
he foend in a flourishing state, should, as a matter of course be allowed 
the tiill proprietary claim, only modified by the engagements, which they 
themselves may have made with the cultivators. These engagements 
^'ill probably be found highly favorable to the latter class ; for, in the 
piesi'iit demand for agricultural labor, only tlie very best terms, almost 
^^’uoimting to an absolute right in the lands allotted to them,. will secure 
die location of assame(}s. In Danpoor, among the numerous represen t- 
of villages, three principal Pudlians, Mulhiik Singh, Lall Singh and 
hiitteh Singh, the former, the head of the Takolce tribe of Kajpoots, the 
latter of th(> Korunga tribe, are found in possession of the ihokedar- 
I'oUahs. privileges and influence. The first only entitle them, accord- 
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ing to custom every where, to three per cent, on the juniaof each village, 
and to a fee of one rupee on the marriage of each Pudhan’s daughter, 
besides portions of the goats and deer killed in festive occasions. But iu 
upper Danpoor, where the habits and feelings of the people are simple 
and primitive, the thokedar occupies an almost feudal place in t heir esth 
rnation ; and while they would strongly resent the slightest interference 
with their actual hereditary hold of the soil, the smaller Pudhans and vil- 
lage hissehdars are found willingly paying to tlieir thokedars (especially 
to Mulhuk Singh, a rough and cftarse-clad peasant) an amount of ducb 
and service, winch head-men of the lower pergunnahs would iu vain look 
for from their more civilized and republican coni- 
D.ui^or and Kuttoor* iirmnities. The Wealth of Mulhuk Singh and his 
people in a great mc'asurc consists m nocks of 
sheep, for which the high ranges and meadows along the Pindur Sur- 
joo, afford magnificent pasture ground, and for the purchase of wliich as 
pack-carriers iu the salt, borax and corn-trade the Bhoteas are constant 
and near customers. Iu Kuttoor also there are only tlirtjo thokedars, 
Muddum Singh Bosad, and Poona, and Ooornau Singh botli of the 
Puddear family ; but the poverty of the inhabitants, and the different 
character of the country and customs, preclude the extension of the 
thokedarree privileges beyond the ordinary limits. The influence, how- 
ever, of the first named individual would probably be found highly 
useful in any arrangements connectetf with the tea-growing experiment 
in liis district. Poona Puddear is involved in family disputes, and 
the case concerning his thokedariec pottah between himself and his 
connexion Gopee, is still before the courts. The latter litigant was, in 
my opinion, unnecessarily incited to ambitious view.s by the Deputy 
Collector and Tehsildar in the coarse of the settlement, and, as no 
greater stability in the revenue arrangements seemed attainable from 
the appointment of a new man without capacity, capital, or great 
popularity, and, as I had reason to suspect that Gopee liad, by ex- 
citing intrigues at Jakhera and eLewhere, tended to bring about the 
general resignation of leases and separation of large into small Pudhan- 
ships, which impeded the settlement operations in Kuttoor, I have 
hitherto thought it advisable to continue my whole support to Poona, 
the member of the tribe whom I found iu possession of the headship. 
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Total increase Rs. 183. 

This porgunnali consists of the lower haif of the mountainous Doab 

•iungoloe -loscriboa. between the rivers Surjoo and east Ram Gunga, 

and is separated from the Phoongurh river-glen 
and adjacent parts of TuIIali Nagpore by a range of hills breaking down 
on tlui west-side gently to Bag(‘snr, and ending on the cast-side in the 
high and abrupt peak of Kaleo-Nag. The junction of the two great 
rivers takes place at Rameswur, whence the united waters under the 
riaino of Surjoo flowing to Pach^sur and the Kaiee river, separate the 
two pergunnahs of Slidr and Kalce Kuniaon. There are five puttees or 
siilKlivisions, viz., Eel, Eurhaon, Knmseear, Uttgaon and Poongraon, 
nf which tlie first named occupies the peninstilar tract stretching down 
Iroin Oungolee Hath to Rameswur, Eurhaon the central and eastern 
flivisjon of the pergunnah, Uttgaon the w'estern, and Poongraon the 
northern portions. In regard to the agricultural products, Poongraon is 
tlio best puttee, and the inhabitants find a ready and profitable sale for 
thoir corn among the Bhotoas. A few villages near the Ramgimga are hot 
unhealthy, but less so than •similarly situated places lower down the 
Thui river. In Eurhaon at a convenient spot above 

the Ramgunga, called Thul, is held every year 
April a great fair, at which all the trafficking transactions betw'^eeu the 
hliotcas of the three passes and the hill people are completed, previous to 
departure of the former for their own country. Of the increase of 
J'lma, viz., Rs. 238 in this puttee credited to nia-abad, Rs. 220 belong to 
Assessment. villages, the land revenue of which had been 

^ hitherto included in the copper mine mehal, but 

^hich have now been granted, as in the similar case of Dhunpoor, 
separate mouzahwar settlements. 

mines at Rae and its neighbourhood now stand on their own 
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mineral' capabilities, and the lessees arc dopomlaut on free labor* for tlio 
mining opferations and the supply of fuel, &c. At present owing to th,. 
want of capital and means necessary not only for transforming the present 
miserable burrows into galleries, but even for 
Copper miue», re-opening the ruined adits, and reaching tlu. 

last worked copper veins, the sayer revenue derived from these mines is 
only Rs 101 per annum! There is no reason whatever for supposii.j- 
that the mineral wealth beneath the soil is at all exhausted, ami both in 
facilities for iirocuring fuel, and. in salubrity of situation, I consnler Rap 
to be quite equal to Pokhree in Guihwal, to which however it must 
entirely yield the honor in regard to the character and manners of its 
laborers. Except on the high table-laud of Gun- 
.Tuiigly nature of the country, Hath itself the vilhiges ill Bel are, for the 

most part, poor and ill situated. Those in Burl.aon are generally better, 
but both tlu'se districts and a large portion of Uttgaou and Kiimscear 
are excessively jungly and harassed by the visitations of tigers. In some ot 
the tracts near the rivers, notorious “ man-eaters” are hardly ever fibscnt. 
and at times the loss of human life is considerable— very few of the in- 
habitants are Shikarrees, and the aovernmont reward of Rs. 10, given 
for each tiger killed, is found an insufficient inducement to create in 
Gungolec a bmly of hunters, whilst the poverty. 
Tigers. I am sorry to say, the inhospitality uf 

the villagers, is such that, though they often apply to the authorities fur 
aid against their brute enemies, they are almost always found unwil iii;’ 
to provide even the commonest supplies of provisions for the local sepo).^ 
and armed chuprasses occasionally sent to assi.st them. 

Owinr^ chiefly to the addition of the mine villages to the rent roll, 
the actual juma of pergunnah Gungolec shows 
Asse»sment, an increase of Rs. 183 per annum, and a good 

many of the waste mouzahs (principally resigned dakhilee lands) may be 
expected to become nia-abad within the period of the settlement, aw 
thus somewhat swell the revenue. But, with reference to the suikha 
desertion and migrations for which Gungolec has always been celebratei, 
I think we shall be fortunate, if we find the pre.sent amount of reveiw 
stable and undiminished, until the 20 years expire. The sum total o M 
3 989 is distributed among 381 cases showing an average juma per pot ■ 
of less than 11 rupees ; and, if the separate inhabitancies are taken in 
account, the payment per hamlet is only 7 o 
Extraordinary low jumaa. Indeed pottahs of Rs. 2 and 4 are tar 

from unfrequent, and in the whole pergunnah Rs. 107 from the total 
mount of all the petty increments taken by the Depu ty Collector 

. KoTE.-Vide my report dated 7th November 1 842, No. 16, and your reply dated kl 
December 1842; No. 126, 
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jumas. In such a country, the Settlement 
officer is quite helpless* He must deal with the inhabitants and the re- 
.^oiirees of the country just as he finds them. He cannot import wealth 
population, nor can he change idle Brahmins (who abound in Gun- 
,r,)I,;e) into active agriculturists. His whole work, therefore, becomes a 
t:isk of mere re-arrangement and re-distribution. Even in 040 case viz.^ 
that of moiizah Mimgur in puttee Burhaon, where I found more than 
40 acres under cultivation (a large portion thereof irrigated) and where 
[ insisted on the old jurna of Bs. 4 not being allowed any longer to dis- 
<^rriic(' the books, I had the greatest difficulty in obtaining a durkhast for 
Its. 1 2 ! Once on a time throe f)crsons, all nearly related, had been killed 
in \'illage by a tiger, and hence the subsequent non-location of assa- 
mcf's nnd the Pndhan’s excuse that, though in some years his paekasth 
cullhation might cover an extent of 70 bcesees, instead of 40 beesees, in 
others bis land might be made from one accident totally waste. Jt is 
with reference to cases like these, and to the 
of Gungolee, as above 

descril)ed, that I have named this pergnnnah 
as one of those most favorable for the tea-growing experiment I 
do not fear the expulsion of well-armed, and, what is better, well-paid 
inalkn's from their fenced nurseries even by the combined efforts of all 
the feros natures of Gungoleo. 

The tenure in tliis pergunnah* is bhai-bhaut or bhyacharah, though 
in one solitary cose, that of Bula Turee in Bel, 
n 11 ,ig(.]oe tenures, farms, Deputy Collector has recorded a zemin- 

tliuKtdol.i, Sc., OCC. * 

durree ; because, though the inhabitants hold 
the lands separately in kliaekwiee or old occupant possession, they pay 
to an absentee Piidhan, Gunga Bullub Piiiit Soobadar, at Almorah 1-8 
per annum malikana, in addition to the Bs. 4 Government revenue and 
the ordinary Pudbancharree dues, and also carry his dandee for him, 
^vhenever he visits his estate ! Besides the nia-abad malgoozarees, there 
^vore ten farm engagements taken at the settlement on account of pottahs 
n dgned by their former Pudhans for which no proprietary hissehdars were 
fi'itlicorning. In the whole pergnnnah, there are 19 thokedarees. Many 
tbem, where the communities are Brahminical, are merely nominal in 
point of value to the holders, but not so in regard to their useful unpaitl 
l>olico and purveyance duties, the burden of which, even the most non- 
paying corporations take care to throw as much as possible on their head- 
Of the thokedars, Bhola Dutt, Patuk, Ootum Singh, Mahta and 
^Hjai Singh, Baphila, are the most intelligent and influential. 

There were no disputes of any note in this pergnnnah. Most of the 
“T^arrels were satishictorily arranged by the separation of dakhilee from 
mouzahs, rendering tiie former independent and enjoying the tlignity 
own pottah. The phurd phants, or revenue and rent rolls, were 

Vol, II. 74 
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framed under the superintendence of the indefatigable Deputy Collector 
Umba Dutt, and in thifs easy recoi-d of -their rights and liabilities the 
people are, I hope, beginning to feel a security against fraud and litiga- 
tion, to which they were previously strangers. 

7. AsKote. 

• Juina of formey' Settlements. d ^ 


lis. 7091 


1095 ' 1095 1 117+ 


Kha'ka. 
U6i I S53 


The talooqua of Askote, consisting o/ two zeinindaree estates of 84 
and 25 mouzalis respectively is situated on the 
Askote described. j-iygr below Chowdans 

and north of the great Dhuj mountain which separates it from Shbr. It 
is geographically a puttee of pergunnah Seera, next to be described. Ihc 
juLtion of the Goree river with the Kalee takes place immediately be- 
low the fine ridge on which Askote itself is situated. Ihc poition of the 
talooqua which lies along the river is excessively low and hot, as proved 
by the forests of sal, sisoo, khyr, and other tropical trees with which it 
is covered. The slopes stretching down from the high southern hills, 
and the A.skote riilge itself, are open and healthy, and the position of the 
tract is favorable for the sale of its products to the Bhoteas, large paHiw 
of whom winter within its bordei-s. In a military point of view the ridge 
of A.skote may be considered the key to the Darma and Beeans passe- , 
for the great Chipula range which divides the Gorco from the Daolce 
and Kalee can hardly be considered passable, even if the former nver 
were no obstacle ; and thus the only entrance to the upper country is by 




REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF KUMAON. 


585 


The zeinindaree of Askote has been held for many generations by 
the same family of Soorujbunsee Rajpoots, bearing the generic name of 
Pal and the title of Raj bar, and deriving their origin from the Mvll^ 
^ a younger Hue of the 8ahee hill dynasty. Their 

The Rajbarry family. ' n j t i l 

former seat was at a fort called Lukhumpoor 
between the Goree and the Kalee, but on the conqiiest of Seera then an 
integral part of Dotee by Rutunchund, Raja of Kumaon, through his 
partisan Poorkh Punt, the Pal Raj bars moved up to Dewul (Askote), 
and were placed in charge of the new frontier on the Kalee, the old 
frontier line between Dotee and Kumaon being the cast Ramgunga liver. 
Branches of the same family are still common in Dotee. The present 
head is BuhadoorPal, wlio succeeded his nephew Duljeet Palin 1840 a. d. 


The estate had been divided three or four generations previously 
into two shares, of which the smaller one of 25 villages came by regular 
snccession into the hands of three brothers, Pirthee Singh Lalla, Surbjeet 
Singh Lalla, and Moklium Singh Lalla. At the last settlement in 1889 
Snmbut, Mr. Commissioner Traill allowed a separate malgoozaree pottah 
for Hclpea and its 24 dakhilee mouzahs, to Mokhum Singh, while Dewul 
and 83 villages remained in the Rajbarry pottah. • The debts of these 
brethren soon after became very large, and they were involved in civil 
suits with their creditors at Alrnorah. Mokhum Singh absconded to 
Dotee, but Pirthee Singh was for some time -confined in the civil jail. 
The final result was that in 1(S43, their estate was sold in satisfaction of 
decrees of Court, and the principal creditor Kishna Syall became the 
purchaser. His elder brother Hurloll Syall had, previously in the course 
of the litigation, mysteriously disappeared, and 
ItkoS fo«l play on the part of the debtors and their 
friends had been suspected. The new settle- 
ment was made with the auction purchaser at the former juma of 273 
riipe(\s. On his afterwards in 1844, going formally to take possession of 
fiis estate, Kishna was himself murdered by the sons of Pirthee Singh 
and Mokhum Singh, and the murderers immediately fled across the Kalee, 
and have ever since been concealed in the Nipalese territory. 


The heir of Kishna Syall being a minor, his villages were made over 
to the care of Buhadoor Pal the Rajbar, who accounted for the proceeds 
and management to myself as collector. But in 1847, the property was 
again sold in satisfaction of a decree of 1,600 rupees in favour of Toola 
fe'ii Sah. (treasurer of the Alrnorah Collectorate) versus the estate of 
doccasul ; and again, the decree-holder became the purchaser, 
hi February of the present year, the regular transfer of the villages waf? 
loade to Toola Ram Sah, who is now the zemindar of that portion of 
Zftmina ^ Askote. During the minority of the last owner, 

m both estates. opportunity had been taken to examine into the 
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fitate of each village, and the condition of the tenantry. Many of tfio 
cultivators both in this and the Rajbars estate were found to be 
emigrants from Dotee. 1,'he recorded nikasee of the two estates is as 
follows ; — 


Name. 

Total Orn'ernment 
Juma, 1 

Tot(tl Cash 
Colledionf. 

Total CoUectiom in kind. 

Cash profit. 

Dewul, &c., 

Helpea, Ac,, 

Ra. SOT 

„ 27S 

Rs. 1.196 

34a 

800 Rii’deeas or locivl ) _ 
maun la of com, .. ) 

18 Riiidce.is or local) _ 
mai.nd-t of com, . ) 

Ks. 294 

» 70 


New proprietor oi 2n4 
estate. 


In addition to these the Rajbar has .seer land to the e.xtent of 1 1 tulnoii 
or irrigated becsccs in Dcwiil itself, and the whole profit which may ari.se 
from his location of new cultivrrtors in waste lands. The customary (bw 
(sag-pM, locally called (Ma dtke) vary in each village, but for the most 
part they consist of periodical offerings of ghee, oil, honey, phullel, (vege- 
table butter) and goats. The extraordinary duties come under the hcail 
of leeka bhet, and consist of personal service in carrying damlees and loads, 
and occasional presentations of money. These last are of course, not en- 
forced by the Courts, though alUuled to in a 
general manner in each village ikramainali. 
Toola Ram Sah has not recorded the reservation 
of any seer land, but in other respects, his claim to raalikana resembles 
that of the Rajbar. The migratory a»d unstable character of the as.<a- 
mees close to the frontier makes it the interest of the i>roprietors to treat 
their people well, and there is every probtrbility that a considerable quan- 
tity of new land will be brought under tillage in the estates of Buliadoor 
Pal. 

From my knowledge of Toola Ram Sah’s character, I have very 
little hope of his making advances and otherwise improving his property 
with a view to distant returns. But, on the other hand I have no fw, 
bad as his name as a Landlord elsewhere may be, that in this part of Ins 
property, he will attempt atry irregular exactions. The particular benefit 
to its possessor of the Rajbarry distinction itself, the right to winch 
has, like that in thokerlarree, been always considered as derived purely 
from the will and pleasure of the Government and its agents, is the cor- 
responding power of the Rajbar to make his own arrangements for the 
maintenance and provision of all members direct 
The rights and privUeges collateral of his family, unfettered by 

of the Udjhar hir laws of division and inheritance. The 

separation of the talooqua, which occurred for the benefit of the ancestors 
of Mokliurn Singh, &c., received the sanction of a RaJ-sunund, and ex- 
traordiualry circumstances would again, according to this present, justi- 
fy the interference of the State. But as a general rule, it 
hitherto assumed that, so long the Rajbar provides decently and r 
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ppctably for his chin, he is himself entitled to the full enjoyment of all 
the profits and privileges accruing from the Rajbarry estate. 

8. Scera. • 
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3103 
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13329 i 8399 
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Set*ra described. 


Total decrease, Us. 10. 

Seera is situated immediately below Tula Joohar, and op|x>site 
(lungolee, between the rivers Rarngunga and 
Goroe. There are four puttees — of which 
Barabeesee and Atlibees(*e occupy the eastern portion facing the 
Kah'c ; — Decncleeliath the centre •immediately un<l )r the great range 
of Blinga Ling and Seerakot ; and Malee the western side towards tlie 
Knmoiinga. The part that lies along the Goreo glen is excessively juu- 
f^ly and savage and (|uite uninliahited. Indec^l in Webb’s map of Ku- 
maoii (No. G(J Indian Atlas) the course of the Goree Ixdow Moonshearee 
and above Askote is left blank. The Kaloe and all its branches are very 
remarkable for the deep cuts in the country which their beds make, tlius 
causing tropical scenes in tlie mid-Alps, and up to the very spurs of the 
"■nuwy rang{‘, {uui opening a way for the Flora of the plains and some of 
their Fauna (the predaceous parjt especially) into tlie heart of the moun- 
tains. 


The conspicuous fort of Seera-kot was once the seat of the Mull 
branch of the Sahee dynasty of Dotee ; and Deendeehath derived its 
bame from the bazaar formerly existing there. 

Tlie separate seer of the Ranee in the adjacent tract was nominally 
represented by the fractional term Athbeesee^ while Barabeesee formed 
the military and chowkeedaree appanage. After tlie disappearance of 
^cera-kot fort tlie inclusion of Seera in 

Kumaon (as alluded to in the account of Askoto) 
^era-kot became the State-prison of the Chund rajas, and was finally 
infamous as the death-scene of the last legitimate raja of Kumaon, Deep 
who was there made away with under the orders of his 


588 


UEPOUT ON TUK DISTRICT OF KUMAON. 


spiinoiisly-deiscondf'd cousin, the usurper Moliuii Singh. Seera is ce- 
lebrated for its copper mine situated at Agur in Thalgaon, puttee 
Barabecseo, Tlicre were* no lands attached to the mining lease. The 
mine is at present under kham tehsil managemetit, and yields hardly 
any proceeds. The last fanner had great dif. 

Copper Diinoa in Se.ra. 

peranniun. This unprosperou.s state of the Seera mines, is chiefly owing 
to the want of po]ndation to work them. The ordinary Khusseas of 
the agricultural villag(;s in Kumfxon Proper, are averse to laboring iu 
mines, and leave the task to low caste Agrees These last are rapidly 
diminishing in numbers, from deaths and desertions, while the members 
of the surviving families are, iu a truly frightful proportion, adlcted with 
cretinism and goitre*. The prevalence of these diseases in peculiar spots, 
is not yet, in my o]>inion, accounted for on any 
(Joitre and cretlnisin at liy^jotliosis founded ou philosophical in- 

the laineB. fluction. Dr. McLellaiid’s theory of their origin 

in calcareous flui<ls affecting the human constitution, has a suporficinl 
and even brilliant appearance of merit ; but unluckily for its universality 
^one great test of truthj tbe exceptions to its facts are overwhelmingly 
numerous, and broiiohocele is found to exist in molaucholy vigour among 
clav-slate and other formations, and in districts where lime-stone rocks 
an'utterly unknown. In Seera, however, the Agrees in their recklessness 
and apatiiy, appear to court disease and death ; for, notwithstanding the 
existence of apparently wholesome springs at no great distance in 
their neighbourhood, they persist in dritdving the water, which poi- 
colates from the metal lihirous be<ls in the dolomitic and talcose de- 
posits. 1 fioiiited out to them the bliKi cupreous stains on the rocks sur- 
rounding their well, and warned them of the poisonous nature of its 
water, but their hiziuess soon overcame their fears, and my cautions have, 
1 fear, been long since neglected 

In Seera the petty ehanges in the jumas of villages, amounted to 

Us. 45 decrease and Rs. 35 increase, and the 


general assessment there, as elsewhere, was regu- 
lated by the principles laid down in paragraph 6 of the Gurhwal Report, 
the commencement of which is here repeated. 

‘^The jumabundee now foi-warded for the approval of the Board 
“ and the Government, has been founded on 
Mode of aspeHRinent in payments of each estate, or set 

Seera and elsewhere. estates, viewed in relation to its present 

“ state of prosperity as shown by the state of cultivation, the number, 
- character and health of the inhabitant, the locality of their posse^ioj 
“ and their general resources, whether mercantile or agncultural, as 
proved according to the opinion of their induential neighbo ug>J0Pg^ 
* Note, Vide McLelland’s “Geology of Kumaoa,” 
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in open puncbayet on tlie subject.’^ Especially in doubtful per- 
gunnahs like Gungolee and Seera, it wjis found most important to avoid 
the ill eifects of any attein})t to fix j) rev ion aly ,i\io wljole juma of any 
puttee, and then to arrange its distribution without any really trustwor- 
thv data, according to some imaginary calculation of capabilities. The 
Avliolc juma was only safiily arrived at by tlie individual mouzahwar set- 
tle>nionts. At the same tiim; the loyalty and good sense of the thokedars 
uud ])udhans have been generally found by the Deputy ('oll(‘Ct(u- and 
111 vsclf sufficient of themselve.s to preve^it any unfair and unnecessary 
loss of revenue to the State ; and there lias rarely been any long ccniceal- 
iiient of the propriety of advancing or rei.'urring to a higlier juma in oases 
^\lioro Mr. Traill had suspen<hMl an increase or allowed a decrease, merely 
uii temporal}- grounds. 

Mouzah J3untola in puttee Barabeeseiv formerly paying a small juma 
ofbs. 17, fell entirely waste befoie the new settlement, and this amount 
of revenue was, of course, oldiged to be sacrificed, and a little uia-al>ad 
leiibc of Bs. 2 at Baiua in Athbeesee was also abandoned. Tliis lo.ss, 
lu)wever, is just bahinei'd by its. 19, recorded under the head of nia-abail 
ill this pergunnali. most flourishing part of Seera, if w’e except the 

beautiful upland valley of Deeiiidecluith, is to bo found in puttee Maleo 
at Jjiilteiir and similar villuges above tlu; Ramgimga, near tlie ghtUs wbieli 
leai] to the three markets of Bagiisur, Thul and Tejurn. But in some parts 
of tlic Ramg'uiiga valley, the villaj^es are separated by belts of the deepest 
jungle; (cliieiiy of sal and bamboo) and from the.^e issu(‘ forth the tigers, 
l('u[)ar(ls, bears and deer, vvliieli render agricultural operations in that part 
of Kimiaon often so hazardous and the crops so precarious. 

Farming k‘ais(\s were only had recourse to in five small mouzahs ; none 
of these de.serve particular notice, as the total 

tViina. . 1 . 1 

juma concerned in them, only amount to Us. lo. 

The land in Hcera is lield on the Bhai Bliut tenure, and tliere is only 

one case (vh., that of monzahs Se(‘a)l and Buiolee 
i enures in Seera. . ' i i i i i i ^ ‘ 

m puttee Deendeehath) m which the Deputy 

Collector recorded a zemindaree ; his reason being that the piidhan Golal) 

^ingh Du seel a possessed no huljote of his own (except one beesee buck 

pudh.ince), and yet was entitled by prescription to the malgoozaree pottah. 

As the villagers hold each their own land as khaeeknns, and pay their 

of Goverunient revenue, through the pudhan, who only collects in 

^*l<lition a few customary dues ; the term applied to Golab Singh’s tenure 

die villages in question is, of course, rais-applied. 

The number of thokedars in Seera are eleven, and none of them are 

Thokedars in Seera niuch note and influence. Khooshal Singh 

Busseera (deceased since the settlement) used to 
the copper mines, but his management was ahvuys bad; and <>f tlie 



590 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF KUMAON, 


rest, Chuncliul Singh, Baphila,at DeGiideehath, is perhaps the most intel- 
ligent. Some of the Seera puharee.s have latterly found it their interest 
to leave their jungles, and to take up the trade 

Seera favorable for Naiiiee Tal. Many parts of Seera 

growing. 1 ^ 

ai-e favorable for the growth of tea, as formerly 

mentioned. 


Former J unia. * 


3,481 4,004 4,589 5,492 6.134 6,620 6,666 


K ha Isa. 
23,482 I 15,330 


Tucrease^Rs. 34. 


The well known military outpo.st of Petoragnrh is situated in the 
centre of thistpergunnah, just where a spur of 
Shor described. Chundak ridge (dividing the affluents of the 

Ramgunga from those of the Kalee river) enters the great u[)laml valley 
of Senee* Shor. The whole tract, which is separated from Seera by the 
Beechil river and Dliuj peak, lies in the peninsula between the Kalee and 
Ramgungo, and the various ridges and spurs of the two great mountains 
Dhuj and Thakil demarcate these separate puttees. They are G in number, 
name^l from the tribes who inhabit oi have predominance in each, and 
all radiating from the above named central plateau in Muhur. Sethee 
extends to the deep Ramgunga glen, and contains the beautiful upland 
vallies of Ghana and Goreng. Sone runs along the Okul and Kalee rivers 
to Puchesur. — Raol is in the direction of Raineswur — Kuraet stretches 
up northwards to Sutgurh, whilst the villages belonging to Muhur and 
Waldeea cluster round the broad bases of Thakil and Dliuj, and may ho 
considered, especially Muhur, the fairest portion of eastern Kumaon. 

In these last and in puttee Sone, sugar-cane, tobacco and cotton are 
far from uncommon products, but they are grown 
Products. home-use and consumption, and can hardly 

be considered as agricultural staples. The cereal grains of all kinds are 
most abundant ; in fact the country is a perfect garden. 


^ NoTJi.— Level, lawny. 
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Thf inhabitants of Sh'or, though brave and active, are a fickle and 
factious* race ; a^nd tlieir country, even more 
Character people Kalee Kumaon, still continues to be the 

seat of the two hill parties or JJhur^ue, the 
Mtini, and Furtiai ; which elsewhere in the province are fast dying out, 
ami are being succeeded by factions deriving their origin from the op- 
position of existing suhslxtntud interests. It would be difficult for even 
the most determined Mara to state on what real grounds his hereditably 
taiinity to Si founde(h and vwe versd ; or, for either party to 

explain, in what differences their distinctive watch-words arose. Per- 
liap.s the clanship of the Scottish higldandvS somewhat resembles the 
Kumaon “ Dhurrabiindee,” but the former has for some time ceased to 
interforo with the order and vvell-lieing of society, whereas the latter still 
( iiises constant violations of truth, poax^e and cliarity ; and often renders 
ail apjieal to justice and Jaw fruitless by superseding all the ordinary 
sanctions of evidence. 

Previous to the regular revision, it was found necessary to make 
siummiry settlement in a few ruined and waste viIJag(*s, such as iCoonJo- 
lt*u ill Scthee, Kouseearce in Sono, and Kutteoanee in Muhur ; and in 
tlip jungly juirts of the pergunnah, some, piTmanent re<luctions of the 
land-tax wore found necessary. Some of the 8hbr mouzalis, too, as in 
(lungolee and Seera, were found paying extraordinarily small jumas ; 
Lilt inucli inb'rforence with these was found inexpedient in this border 
I'ountrv, whence the desertion of cultivators, many of tliem emigrants 
from Dotee, is so ea-sy. You are yourself aware that nearly every case 
of increase was appealed, and generally witli 
.sucee.s^ to the Commissioner. Nevertheless, the 
I)oputy Collector, Urn ha Dutt, on his first visit to 81ior after my sum- 
mary settlements, was too forgetful of the fact tliat many of the jumas 
wore almost pepper-corii rents, and on the representation of interesteil 
]virti(*s was too inclined to allow reductions even from sums of Rs. 4? and 
Us. a per village ! On a review' of his proceedings, 1 thought it proper, 
in many of these cases to restore the land revmiue to its original amount. 

‘ Note. --The b;ul name <»f the Shor peiiple for immoiality aiul fraudulent dealing.*?, iy 
[x'rpetuated ia the popular aoiigs, thus — 

II ^ WIT II 

^1?: w’fir ii i)'»TRr n 

Shor eats the bread of dishonor. 

The fathers are Pandars, 

The daughters remain in their fathers’ house, t 
The peck ■■^easuro of Shor, 

Is the quart-measure of Kutpoor, 

The wives of Shor are great characters 
The husbands are small and of no account. 

t That is, away from their husbands 

Voi. II. 75 
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Jhool-ghdt 

bridge. 




Tenures. 


The Bhotea^}, and the troops both at Petoragurh and Lohoo 
purcliase the giain, &o., of the zemindars, but the extremely low prices 
prevalent, show that the surplus produce is very considerable, and that 
the agriculturists of Shor, prefer a sale at their own doors, to any distant 
market. A fine iron suspension bridge over the 
Kalee, has been erected at Jhool-ghftt at the 
joint expense of the British and Nipalese Govern- 
menfs, avoAvedly with a view to benefit the trade between Dotee and 
Kumaoii. But since its completion more than 10 years since, the 
bridge has been chiefly used as a military outpost for each district, and 
the number of traders who use it, hardly form one-fourth of the passen- 
gers. The imports into Shbr and Kalee Kumaon from Dotee are prin- 
cipally ghee, honey, wax and pJuyllel, while the exports are chiefly cotton 
clothes, metal vessels and similar articles, which the British rule has 
rendered commoner and cheaper on this side of 
the river. These articles, however, are procura- 
ble by the Doteoals in great plenty at their Bhahur mart of Looa Mundpe 
opposite Birmdeo, which resembles our own marts in the same quarter, 
and which is crowded during the winter months. Except in the nia-abad 
lands, and in five mouzahs where the hold of cultivating classes on the 
soil is less fixed than ordinarily, and where the 
pudhans are found to possess a little more au- 
thority than their neighbours, the De'puty Collector has recorded all the 
tenure.^ in Shor as hhyacharah. The division of the population into Brah* 
niins, Rajpoots, Khiis.sia- Rajpoots, and Dorns or out-casts, is much the 
same as in other pergiinnahs ; the Khussias being in excess of the other 
tribes. A few Goorkhlee pensioners also h.'ive taken up their residence 
in 8hor. There are 18 thokedars in this per- 
giinnah, of whom Dhunnec Muhur may be con- 
sidered the head (»f the Furtial faction, and Tej Singh Muhur of the Mara 
faction. Tara Bhut an intelligent but intriguing brahmin of putteo 
Sethee is accused by all the Furtials of l>eing the instigator of every 
quarrel and law-suit in the pergunnah. But this habit of giving bad 
names to parficnlar influential individuals, especially vsuccossful mookhtars 
in Court, is universal in Kumaon, and it is rarely found on investigation 
that the “ Mnskoor Jhalee'* is much worse than his neighbours. With 
much greater reason, Hurktshen Joshee, son of a later canoon^^oe 
and Moonsiff of Slidr, and excluded by Mr. Commissioner Traill from 
his hereditary office, has formed the subject of jaumerous petitions from 
the inhabitants of Shor and Gungolee, that he may lie prohibited from 
ever visiting their villages; so helple.'^.s do these jjlople consider them- 
selves against the insinuating influence of an educated bad brahmin. 
deed the efficiency of Gungaram Joshee, the present canoongoe of 
* Nutorious rogue or “ rawally 
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^listricts ill ([uestioij, was, in the course of tlie settlement, almost entirely 
mill ilied by the evil reputation of his uncle, who was supposed to share 
\{iii counsels. 

The line mehal of Sutgurh in puttee Kura^, fell almost waste before 
the settlement, owing, the inhabitants said, to the tyranny and exactions 
ofTara Dutt, the tehsil officer at Petoragurh. On this man’s removal 
and punishment, the villagers still persisted in an attempt by resignations 
and desertions to force a reduction of their juma (Rs. 73*) Eventually 
it was foimd necessaiy to separate the dakhilee mouzah of Khutteegaon, 
from Sutgurh on a juina of Rs. 16 and to confer the pottah of the uslee 
mouzah, at Rs. 55, on a farmer, Sheo Singh Potela. In puttee Muhur^ 
the farm of mouzah Chounda paying a junui of Rs. 61, which had been 
held for three settlements by Babes. Khowas, an old Goorkha pensioner, 
as resigned by him and transferred to the thokedar Dhunnee Muhur 
with Rs. 57 juma, — the village hissehdars, still declaring themselves un- 
able and unwilling to enter into revenue engagements. None of the 
other moostajiree leases, 6 in number, affecting only Rs. 61 revenue, hap- 
pen to require any pai*( iciiJar remark. 

16. Pergunnali Kalee Kuniaon. 


Fimuer ^Jmaas, 


S 


Kalee 

Kumaon. 
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Rs. 
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Khalaa. 
41501 1 32079 


Rs. 134, increas** 

The pergunnah of Kalee Kumaon is extensive. It is bounded on 
» the north by the Punnar and Surjoo rivers, on 

umaon ed. gouth by the Bhabur, on the east by the 
Kalee river, and on the west by the ridge which nms down from Deo 
I^hoora to the Kotegurh branch of the Ludheea river. The remains of 
Chunipawut, the ancient capital of the Chund dynasty, are situated in the 
centre of the pergunnah in the fine upland valley of Char-Al, and in the 
at this place are now located the tehsildaree and thanna of Kalee 




m 


I^KPoUT ON THE DISTRK'T ()F Kl-MAO-X. 


KUmaon,* in the junsdiction of which, Askote, Shor and Seera, are ak> 
included. The British Cantoumont.«; of Lohoo pjhkt are sifuatc'd on th(x 
banks of the Lohoo river, five miles north of Chumpawut and 15 milos 
from the NiplJilese frontier, and are now occupied by two companies of 
the local Battalion. The high road from Hiote and Shor to the plains 
goes right through the pergunnah which is also connected with Almorah 
by a high road 52 miles iti length. A few summary settlements were 
first made by myself in Kiimaon, btit as the whole burden of the real 
revision fell upon Umi)a r)utt,*tlie Deputy Colk^ctor, I think it fair to 
that officer to bring forward (hero at least, if nf)t elsewffiore) the follow- 
ing abstnwt of liis own remarks both on the pergunnah and the sovoral 
puttees. 

PERGTTNNAH KALKE KT^MAON. 


(After mentioning tlie above boundarie.s.) The extremities of the 

Pe^cripii,... of Knlee Ku- on all four si.los are jungly, but tho 

uiaon by Umba Dutt, i)»pu- centre is well inhabited and the people are 
prosperous. Ihe soil, however, in a great pro- 
portion, is of the 2d or .‘Id quality, and there is a deficiency of the best 
kind. The climate is cold, and hence tlie productiveness is not groat. 
Much surplus for sale does not exist. Nearly all tlie grain is required 
for home consumption, A great portion of the inhabitants repair, duririjj 
the cold montiis, to the Bhabur. The chief trade thc'ro is the sale of 
turmeric, which is plentifully grown in the warmer parts of Kalee Kiinia- 
on. In the middle of the pergunnah, waste cniturable land is scarce. 
Therefore, the revenue has reached its proper limit. Where the waste 
lands are abundant (as near the Kalec and the Bhabur) tliere the 
climate is unfavorable to the spread of population. ^J’o wards Chowgiir- 
kha, however, (on the north-west) the cultivation has increased and is 
increasing. With respect to the revenue, it may 

Prmcip.ll of Ills IHCCSR- ob.servefl that, wl.cro the sussameos were 

ment. ^ ^ 

found to 1)6 too few, or where the land had been 
lost by floods and landslips, or where great complaints of over-assessraeut 
were raised, there petty decreases of from Rs. 2 to 4 were granted. 

In Pal-Bilon puttee, the juma of Deooree village, was Rs. 210. 

This amount was found to pinch the people 
therefore Rs. 20 doci-ease, was allowed, and de- 
sertions ceased in consequence. At Khar Gho or 
Kalee in puttee Tula T)es, a landslip carried away half the village lands, 
and therefore, Rs. 15 or half the juma, were remitted. In puttee BesonU 


Increases and decrcjises of 
juma. 


* Note. — The vtiKile district takes its name from this place. Kumaon is said t*! 
derived through Bhaka corruptions from Koonn Achul " tlie Hill of the Tortoif^f 

A mountain on the south-east of Chumpawut, where there is a shrine ov<>r the pii(^ 
supj>osed foot mark of that Avatir of Vbihnoo. 
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tju‘ niii-alwul mouziih of Uonj fell waste, and the juma of Rs. 4 was 
exchidod from the jurnabuudeo. lii this manner the total decrease be- 
came Rs. 1 9H. On the other hand, Rs. 20 accrued from nia-abad leases ; 
j^iul whore villages were found fully cultivated, where a marked increase of 
cultivation had taken place, where available hands existed for the work of 
extending the tillage to the boundary limits, and where it was proved 
that pudhans had been able to collect more than the fixed juma, there 
small increases were made, the total amount being Rs. 312. Thus, after 
deducting the decrease, an actual increaSc? to the revenue of Rs. 134 was 
secured by the settlement operation.s. 

PUTTEE CHAR-AL. 

A few villages of riiar-Al are high in the mountains, and a few in the 
forest, but the greater part are on a level. The 
l^nbr^utt!” cultivation is extensive and climate excellent. 

1dio people sell their grain, ghee and milk at 
Lohoo gh^t and Chumpavvut, severe frosts occur 
ill the winter, and men and cattle are nearly all obliged to leave their 
homes and repair to the llhabur. On this account the rubbee crops are 
noglocted and poor, 'flie four tribes of Turag<‘e, Bora, Chowdree and 
Karkee are called Boorba, end tludr headmen, or special Boorhas, were 
in former days counted great men an«l heM their lands rent-free in jageer. 
Up to l(S73 Surnbut their homestead villages remained maf, but they also 
wore then placed in I be Khalsa. ^J'lie bea<i Boorhas of each tribe were 
honored with booracharree, as well as thokedarree pottas ; their brethren, 
though having no other means of livelihood, still from family pride are 
:iv(‘rse to personal labour in the Holds, and to load-carrying, and many of 
tliem have become poor. In this puttee, 'the surrounding hills are fast 
coining under cultivation.* The statements, show the changes in the 
juma})undoe effected by the settlement and their causes. 

PUTTEE RIGROOBAN. 

The villages of puttee Rigropban, situated between Char-Al, and the 
^ Surjoo are, for the most part, situated on high 

ridges and slo^ies. From the goodness of the 
climate, the iniiabitants are well to do, though the course grains, mundooa, 
are more plentiful than rice, wheat, and the like. In some places the 
jnma appears high with reference to the quantity of land ; but there 
profitable turmeric and ginger are grown. In some villages too, hill’f' 
P^'jper is made and is a source of gain to the people. 

* Chiefly of the kind called ijjur, that ie {leriodical tillage in the jungle once in 4, 5, 7 
12 years, called in Qurhwal, Keel and Kutoola. The spade and hoe are used, the plough 

** hlom. The cropg are all of the poorer grains, and oil seeds. 

t Made from the fibre.s of the Set-Burcoa or ' Daphne Cannabina.” 
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PUTTEE. TULA DES. 

This puttee exteiuU between Char-Al and the Bhabur, and is inter- 
sected by the Ludheea river and bordered by tin. 

Tala Dee. Kalee^ many of tbc villages near the latter river, 

are inhabited by families related to the people of Dutee on tlie opposite 
side. Hence, although the heat and excessive jungle of tlie valley prevent 
much extension of cultivation, the emigration of discontented persons from 
th(i border mountains keeps uj) the requisite population, whose profits 
from the sale of their ginger and turnuiric are considerable. One greut 
inducement which brings over Doteals to Tula Des is the acknowledg- 
ment by the Britisli Government of hereditary shares in occupied land, 
whereas, on the other side^ the State considers tlie property in the soil jis 
entirely its own. The upper villages in Tula Des do not produce niucli 
surplus grain, but on account of their profits in trade, owir>g to their favor- 
able position in regard to the turaee markets, the whole tract is famous 
in Kalee Kuniaon for the comparative wealth of its inhabitants. Two 
causes, however depress the land revenue. The danger and uncertiaint) 
of agricultural pursuits in the liot and unhealthy tiger-jungles — and tlic 
facility of desertion across the border in case of tlie least pressun; on the 
assainees. 

Thus with Es. 39 decrease, 41 increase, and Rs. b on account of uia- 
abad, the whole addition to the juma h'h.s hoen only Rs. <S. 

PUTTEE GOOM DBS. 


This puttee and Rigrooban and Tula Des, form one line along and 
above the Kalee. Three fourths of the villai?( > 
Goom Dea. soTue of them very fine ones, lie on the hills and 

slopes, and one-fourth of them in the Kalee valley. Most of the remarks 
for Tula Des, apply also to Goom Des. 


PUTTEE PAL BILON. 

Pal Bilon is west of Char-Al and Tula Des, and extends to the 
Bhabur. A great part of the puttee is high and 
Pal Bilon. hilly, but not too much so for the growth ot 

turmeric, whilst in the lower slopes and in the vallies, all the best gram 
crops are grown in addition to the turmeric. There is, however, very little 
surplus corn.t Most of the villages are prosperous, and Rs. 1 6 increase 

* The famous shrine of PoonagirrUf much visited by pilgrims, is situated 
precipitous rock over the Kalee two miles above Birmdeo in this Puttee. That part of t e 
puttee which belongs to the Bhabur, has been fully reported on in the Bhabur Settlemo^ 
Report. 

t This remark is inserted by the Deputy Collector in every puttee, with a 
I know, to relieve the j>cople from the burden of forced supplies to the Military at bo 
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has accnied on the whole juma. The particular decrease of Rs. 20 in 
inouzah Deooree has been mentioned in the pergunnah remarks. 

The present high road to the plains, kept up by Go^wrnment, is on 
;i bad line. The Ludheea river at Belkhet is too broad to be bridged, and 
r(>nstant accidents are occurring in consequence in the river. Higher up 
on tlie stream there are good fords and a spot fit for a bridge ; and the 
route to Simnsah Mundeefrom Chumpawut is much more frequented by 
Kola ghat, Dhoora and Busteea than J^y Binndeo, and is much shorter. 
It would be a great blessing to the inhabitants and also a benefit to 
(Jovcriiiocrit and tra^vellers, if the road were made this way.’*^ 

PUTTEE SIBTEE GUNGOL. 


This puttee is due west nf Chumpawut towards the Ludheea, and i.s 
well inhabited and with a good climate. Quan- 
Sibkt (fungoi. tities of spare arable land exist, and ijjur culti- 

\:ition is frequent ; rice and wheat are not very abundant, but in Kalee 
Kiunaon the common mundooa crops are as profitable and sell as well as 
riiM finer produets elsewhere. In this puttee, on account of the increase of 
.'iiltivatiou, a total increase of Rs. 34? (of which Rs. 4- are for nia-abad) 
ip^ultod from the settlement. 

PUTTEE SOOEE BTSONG. 


Soooe Bisoiig is near Lohoo ghat, and prodiice.s very fine crops on 
its upland vallies. The people, however, an; 
Smopp Bisnng. great traders^ and when the weather becomes 

> old, repnir with their cattle to the plain.s. When they return, they 
hriiig hack large quantities of cloth for sale. The tract is small and the 
population large and not addicted to agricultural pursuits. Hence it i.s 
not uncoinmoii for the people to buy their own food elsewhere, the pro- 


gb.it, find to account according to the version given by the inhabitMits, for the great difficulty 
that has always been experienced in feeding the sepoys at the outpost in question. My 
opinion is, that there is some truth in the assertion, that in Kalee Kiimaon, grain, 
^RI>ecial]y wheat, is not grown very much in excess of the wants of the inhabitants, but that 
>ht>rp u a surplus . else how could the pergunnahs, too cold for ginger and turmeric, continue 
pay their revenue in cash ? I also think that Military interference with prices has mainly 
"^ntnbuted to the dearth in the Lohoo ghAt bazar. At present the troops there are few in 
number, and all coercion and interference have been put an end to. 

* Note 1848.--In these remarks of the Deputy Collector, I quite concur. 1 brought the 
officially to the attention of the executive department 5 years ago, but there wa.’* 
result. 

Note 1849. —During the ensuing winter there i? every prolt.aliility of h bridge over the 
and A n( w i\ud to Sunnrah bf ing constructed. 
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duce not being jjufficieiit even for themselves. Tlie furl ot Kootulguili 
(Fort Hastings,) is in the midst of the puttee. In tlie time of the Chuud 
rajas, the people were nearly all sepoys and belonging to the five tribes 
Makra^ Furttal, Deoo-Dek, and Kuvaet, with the Bovrhas of Char-Al, 
as tlieii’^eirdars. The inhabitants are famous for still retainitig all their 
old hereditary pride aiid prej\idices. They disliked the Goorkha rule 
and many left the country ; but at an early peiiod of the war, they jouied 
Major Hearsey* and the British side. Even now the inhabitants of 
Kalee Kumaon are fond of wearing arms, and in the Bhabur, originally 
to guard against robbers, and now in the pursuit of game, nearly every 
man is found carrying a matchlock* In case of necessity, these habits 
might be turned to account by Government. A dccj ease of Rs. 1 1 took 
place in the juma, of which Rs. t belong to the waste mouzah of Rouj. 


PUTTEE USSEE CHALSEE. 


This puttee forms the extreme west and north-west portion of the 
pergunnah and (*xt«‘nds towards the ridge of 
U«»ee Chaleee. Dlioora and the valley of the Punnar. Tlio 

villages are numerous and the inhahitauts prosperous. On the high 
ranges, that highly u.seful plant, hemp'f is grown. In the west part tlio 
soil in Ussee Chalsee is poor. Hence notwithstanding the numbers ot 
cultivators and the extension of tillage^ only Rs. 20 increase on the total 
juma accrued by petty increments in a few villages, after deducting lb 
20 decrease. 


Ill addition to these observations of Uniba Dntt, 1 may m(*ntioii, 

, , , a X that in the whole pergunnah of Kalee Kiiinaoii, 

Adnitioncil remarka by St?t- . ^ ^ 

tlemtjnt otftoer on farms, thu- Only two farming luascs were found necessaiy 

k..lar8audt^uure«. one on the death of an old and unsupported 

pudhan, in mouzah Kota, Us.see Chalsee ; wliere a reduction ot the juina 
from Rs. 1 I to 6 induced the taking up the lease by Hiiniiiut 
Singh Sutwal ; the other at mouzah Kotsarree Tumalroea in Goom Dgn 
which, on the death of Dola pudhan and the n^signation of his son, wa> 
made over for Rs. 10, to Joohar Singh Boorha. 

In all Kalee Kumaon there are 50 thokedaroes, I t belonging to the 
Boorha clan, and 36 to ordinary pudhans scattered through the country. 


* And, be it aaid, allowed that officer to be aurpriHed and taken prisoner. 

f In many parts of Kumaon, hemp might be largely grown as in Gurlnval. 
there exists a prejudice against its cultivation. The manufacturers of hempen doth 
gela) arc KoUe outcasts. No c.istos, however, arc above iiaing the intoxicating drug, 
rus, deiivcd from the inspissated juice of the leaves and lluncib. 
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in Sooeo Bisong, 44 villages are quite independent of any thokedar. 
Among the Boorha head men, Puddee Turageo, Rugghonath Bora, and 
Jewut Sarkee are the principal representatives of the Mahra faction, and 
Rugghonath Turagee, Umur Singh I'uragee, Dliurm Singh chowdhree 
and Bishna Bora of the I^urtial faction. Tlie Boorha is not always the 
thokedar, and the Boorha-charee lionor is often almost nominal. For 
instance^ in mouzah Muntandi in puttee Ussee Chalsee, juma Rs. 53, 
the land is held in severalty by the resident coparcenary liissehdars (put- 
t('edars) and the revenue is paid thronglf three elected village pudlians. 
The pudhan-charee dues are Rs. 3 cash per annum from the whoh;* com- 
munity, 1 rupee on each marriage of each hisseljdar’s daught(;r, the 
hiea!*t of every goat killed and 1 hHh per annum, that is, one day’s un- 
paid labor by all in the pudhan’s fields; each hissehdar pays these dues 
to the particular pudliaii of his own tJwke, or division in the village. 
Tiie thokedar is Seta Buiiola. The pudhaiis pay him together Rs. 2 per 
annum, 1 rupee on the marriage of each of their daughters and one 
hitunch of each goat killed by each pudhan. The Boorha is Puddee 
Turagee, and he takes in all from the village 1 rupee per annum. Seda- 
Khola neat Chumpawut is the family village of the Kalee Kumaon 
Joshees, who afford a canoongoe to the pergunnah. They also possess 4 
mouzalis in Ussee Chalsee, recorded by the 
Canoongoe 3 Milage. Deputy Collector as zcmimlaree. The Govern- 

ment revenue in one of tliem, Umolee Doorgakot, is R.'-\ 65. Formerly 
Its as.samees paid miscellaneous duo v -turmoric, ginger, oil and even 
cloth, articles useful to the Brahmin proprietors at Almorah. Ai the 
jm'sent settlement, for all tlu*se contributions, Rs 15 cash malikana was 
Mihstiti)t(^d, payable through the village pudhans, also josliees. 


Ill this mouzah (as in many other Brahminical mouzahs) the 
iiifiit of tliokedaree dues to the thokedar is not made. 


2iay- 


11. Pergunnah Dheeaiioe-row. 
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Tulee Chobbyiisee ; the lower part of this pergimnah has been des- 
cribed in the Bhabur Settlement Report. The 

Dheeanee-row described. 

bhynsee, MuMee Row, and Tullee Row. The whole high land per- 
giinnah forms the basin ot the Ludheea river. It extends from the 
ridge of Deo Dhoora on the north, to tlie Bhabur on the south. Cho- 
bhynsee occupies the high ranges, which separating Dheeanee-row 
from Muhroree and Chiikhata, and the tributaries of the Gola river from 
those of the Ludheea, in fact connect the Gaghiir chain with tliat of 
Beroo Choola and Deo Dhoora. In this puttee the chief wealth of the 
inhabitants consists in large herds of cattle, for which their mountains 
afford admirabh 3 pasture grounds and which they take down in the winter 
to the Bhabur. Some of the villages, such as Dindee and its dakhileo 
mouzahs, Mythee, &c., Mujealee, &c., are large and populous, but the 
cold climate is adverse to agriculture. Hill 
Chobhynsee. (piite uiigiown. The majority of 

the people accompany their iiiHuential pudliatis, Chundree Bangullee and 
Buchee Bangullee, to their Bhabur possessions at Ohoi*gulleea and its 
neighbourhood, and are thus cmablcd to reap all the advantages both of 
the hills and the plains. The land revenue ol upper Chobhynsee itself 
(now Rs. 940) has almost reachcHl its proper limit, with reference to the 
cliaracter of the soil, and the occupation and separate payments of the 
people ill the lower country. MulleeMIow and Tullee Row, are both 
highly prosperous puttees, and the latter could well afford to yield i 
higher revenue than it does ; but with reference to the constant additions 
to the juma in piist .sotileinents all the increase that could now he taken, 
amounted to Rs. 06, distributed over the 41 separate leases, and reduced 
to Rs. 42 by the petty decreases. This puttee yields most abundant 

crops of rice and wheat, as well as of the coarser gi'ains and turmeric , 
(the Bansmuttee rict; of the Seera or irrigated land being very famou -, 
but it is not favorably situated in regard to markets ; Sunneea and Hal- 
dwannoe in the turaee ; and Almorah and Lo- 
Want of a near tui-aee ^(^o-ghat in the hills, being all distant. The 
establLhriKint of a large intermediate hill Mnn- 
dee at Joula.>al, or some other point east of the debouche of the Nador^ 
(Deoha) river at Chorgulleea, would be highly advantageous to the 
Dheeaiiee-row puharrees and also perhaps to the Desees of Kilpoon® 
and Nanukrnutta. The Seera lands at Ciiounda, and Koolleal, &c., 
which form so beautiful a tract on the banks of the Ludheea, belong 
chiefly to the three tribes of Boi'a, Muhta,' and Roleal, and their hea 
men are accounted wealthy, though their 

Valley landw in Tullee influential members Peeta Bora and Second 

Muhta have died since the settlement was con 
eluded. In Miillee Row, there is also much 


ilullee Rov^ villagf’. 
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I vnllev land as at Pytna Soonkota, Kuchul Kote, &c., and the upland 
; (Ooperaon) villages are also large and Well cultivated. Mula and Tula 
I Okhul Doonga with their dakhillas (each mehal paying Rs 225) are 
especially prosperous. They belong to the Sumul family, of whose 
numerous pudhan.s Jynta thokedar and Kaloo pu<^han are the most 
; influential. The former has valuable possessions in the Bhabur at 
Tnbes. Lucljrnuiikeft Tiiuudee, &c. The Kairha Bora, 

■ • inr II t. flourishing cominuni- 

tie.s in Mullee Row. Ihe juina wa^ increased by Rs 35 in this 

puttee. . The total demand ofRs. 3,090, may be considered ’ fair. In 
Karma. pergimnah only two moostajiree leases 

and the revenue affected by them is 
butKs. U. There are iron mines in Dheeanee-row at Munglalekh, of 

Iron min»8. '"‘e is said to be the best in° the pro- 

Vince ; certainly the iron made from it, is most 

Tp'" 1 Si r ^ the o«e lease 

of Rs. . 27* for all Kutnaon Proper. Copper ore is also found at 

Kemoo Khet on the east bank of the Ludheea river, but it has only 
recently been worked, and the individual who di.scovered the small de 
posit, IS at present allowed to hold the lease at Rs. 13 per annum. The 
tenure of two idllaps in Dheeanee-row, is recorded as approximating to 
semmdaree. Doolouje in Mullee Row belongs to Kuloomunnee Pandeh 
who after collecting the Government revenue of 
Rs. 18, receives malikana Rs. 3 ca.sh and ] + 
maunds of gram, and the ordinary periodical presentations and services^ 
Such IS a hill zemindaree! Yet many .so called zemindars in the plains 

arefarpoper, dress less well, and live in habitations, which the well 

lodged pnharrees would consider wretched cowsheds. 

12. Dhunripea Kote. 


Tenure in Dheeanc*o-row, 
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^'iimncea Kote ficBcribed. attached to the Huznor tehsil, which 

we left at Gungolee. Of these, DIjunncea Kote 
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and ld)ulda Kote wore entirely settled by myself in 1843, and Ramgurli, 
Kotali and Chukhata, in 1844 A. D. 


Npw market at Nainee Tal, 


Pai ticular BetUement. 


'rtie small,(listrict of Dhunneea Kote lies along the northern slopes 
of the west Gaghur, and on both banks of the Kosilla liver, while tiie 
puttee from which it derives its name, occupies the basin of the tributary 
Khyrna. This was once a retired corner of the district ; now it is one of 
the best known, owing to its proximity to the 
new sanjitarium at Nainee Tal, the bazar at 
whi(ii place is fast superseding that of Almorah, as the market for the 
Dhunneea Kote produce. Some of the upper villages near the Gaghur 
are badly situated in regard to soil; one of these, Cborsa, the head of the 
Khyrna valley, was found to be paying Rs. 93, and the few resident worn- 
out inhabitants declined to re-engage for tlie revenue, except at a decrease 
of Rs 10. The thokedar Kishna Jullal ofTered Rs. 67. As the village 
had formerly paid Rs. 103, as the cleared arahhi 
lands were voay extensive, the climate excellent, 
and a market quit(^ n(\ar, (it being easy for the people to pay a much larg- 
‘ r juma merely from the sah; of milk, ghee and wood at Nainee Tal), I 
thouglit it right to tre^it tlu; temporary absence of confident and industii- 
ous assamees, Jis an accident, and I accordingly accepted the offer of 
Raja Pertab Singh to fa'i'vi the village at the old juma. He has since 
let it in kidkinTUJth io iha ixhove named Kishna Jullal, and tlic cultiva- 
tion is again nearly up to the old mark. The Brahmins of Boodla Kote, 
a village similarly situated, and with a much less favorable soil, com- 
plained that owing to their reputation for wealth, derived from their 
possessions in tlio Bhabur, they had been for a long time over-assesseJ. 
On inquiry I fouml that with reference to their payments elsewhere, 
and in comparison to their neighbours, they were paying much more than 
was fair for their hill village. I accordingly reduced the juma from Ks. 
151 to Rs. 131. If founded on strictly agricultural assets; their juma 
iuight to l>e mucli less, as that of their neighbours ought to be much 
more ; hut with tlie present deficiency of con*ect data on tiiis point, 
ami with the overwhelming preponderance of casual and miscellaneous 
oapabilitios taken into the estimate of hill resources, I thought it irnprn- 
dent to make any greater change, and I allowed the large amount of 
population to remain as the main asset in Boodlakote. 


In Kishna Jullal’s own mouzah of Tula Kote, one of the most 

Cultivation i„ the Bhabur prosperous estates in the province, and besuti- 
by the Dhanneea Kote fully situated OH a teiTaco Overhanging tlie 

Kosilla valley, I raised the juma from Rs. 
to Rs. 550. The assessment is still light. This influential thokedar and 
his brethren, however, are daily extending their beneficial clearing opera- 
tions in the Kalecdoongee Bliabur, and it would be highly undesirable to 
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disturb their minds and reduce their resources by any fiscal proceed- 
ings at their hill homes founded on theoretical 
Hill assessment. attempts to equalize the land tax. Other de- 

creases and increases were made as circumstances demanded, after my 
acquiring a minute knowledge of the tract under settlement ; and the 
result in puttee Dhunneea Kote is a total increase of Rs. 39. In Oneba 
Kotc, a tract of 30 or 40 acres of the best tuiaon or seera land, known 
by the name CItoke, was proved to have been immemorially in the posses- 
sion of 7 villages, but never to have been included in the recorded assess- 
able area of any. I might have taken a separate farming lease for tliis 
tract, and so punished tlie dishonest concealment on the part of the 
several pudlians, hut endless disputes and heart-burnings would have 
been the cojisecpience, and f tliought better to leave possession aiul 
iHanagciiient as I found tliem, and in the estimation of decreases 
and increases of each village to add or credit a projx>rtionate amount 
under the latter head for its share of the Choke 
:«Wition to the jnina in puttee 
Oncha Kotc is Ks. 21. In this puttee, the valu- 
able inohal calhxl Seer Bharree is farmed to Mootee Chukraeet for Rs. 
125 under an express condition that he is to relinquish it at any time, if 
required for tea cultivation. The tract was one of the Raj-Seeras or 
crown-lands of the province, and Mr. Commissioner Traill had ordered ' 
its sale by public auction. But* the order remained unfulfilled, and I 
thought the present arrangement the best for the interests of Govern- 
ment. 

Puttee Semulkha sufTcrod severely from the heavy floods of the 
Kosilla in 1840. Though the fields liave part-i- 
KoBiila the deposition of gravel, and the 

loss of valuable soil, which then took place, a 
permanent injury to the valley lands may be considered to have occur- 
i’ed. It is well that only a decrease of Rs. 14 on the whole 8 mehals was 
found neces.sary. 

Down the river, the villages of Chowthan are large and flourishing, 
thougli few in number. The inhabitants in ad- 
dition to their trading, and agricultural pursuits 
m the Bhabur, and their profitable (3mploy merit along the Kotah roiid, as 
c<Wers of goods between Cliilkeea and Almorali, also benefit by the 
pdgvim road from Budrinath passing through their country, which it 
inters at Raneebagh. Thus, for some months of the year, they are en- 
to dispose of their grain, gliee, &c. to foreign visitors at their own 

doors. 

The juma of Chowthan was only increased by Rs. 10, and no parti- 
cnlat remarks thereon are necessary. 


(Carrying trade. 
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The whole pergunnah is rich in an agricultural point of view, and 
its orchards of mangoes, plantains, oranges, &c., show the general mild 
temperature of the district. But the frosts in winter are extremely severe, 
and the people* are glad both for the sake of pasturage and climate to 
repair to the Siinnee Bhabur. 


The only iwo moostajirce leases have been mentioned. The hhya- 
charah tenure prevails, but two zemindaree.<? 
Farms and ten u I ea. occur ; one at Mullagaon in Ooncha Kote, the 

purchased estate of Mootee Chftkraeet, the other at Tungeeora in the 
same puttee, the property of Jaimull and Jeew^a Muhra, acquired by or- 
ders of the Court since 1880 Sumbut. In the former, the zemindar takes 
as his share one-third of the produce in the Ooperaon, and half in the 
Tulaon lands. In the latter, the proprietors keep a, large proportion of the 
land in their own hands in making their own arrangements 

with their several Sirthan assamees and H41ees, and taking from the old 
khaekuror occupant cultivators, besides quotas of the Government juma, 
slight cash malikana, and the usual occasional nuzzurana. 

The iron ores of Dhunneea Kote (chiefly red hcematite) are found 
in numerous localities, the mines being all 
Iron mines. included in the one general lease of the district. 


With reference to the plenteousness of the deposits, abundance of fuel, 
and vicinity to the plains, these miqps might become very valuable in 
case rail-roads should be formed in Northern India. As it is, they are so 
neglected that, onr Executive Engineers sent to 
Calcutta for the iron of three suspension bridges 
erected in their immediate neighbourhood, and an attempt at home 
manufacture of the necessary metal was not even thought of There 
are ten thokedars in Dhunneea Kote of whom Kiahna Jullal, previously 
mentioned, is the only one, pos.ses.sed of any great activity or intelligence. 
He is a fair specimen of a puharrec head man both in his good and bad 
qualities, and in the openness, and perhaps roughness of his manners. 
Prem Nidhee, the maafeedar of Lohalee, and other five estates in this 
pergunnah will be mentioned in his proper place.* 


13. Phulda Kote. 
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Phulda Kote described. 


Diluvial losaos. 


This pergunnah commences on the east at the peak of Seahee Dehee, 
opposite Alinotah, and thence occupies the 
southern slopes and base of the Jhoola Deoridge 
(or water -shed between the tributaries of the Ram Gunga atid the Kosilhi,) 
as far Chowmou peak and Byna ghitt. Westward of these, the range 
of mountains is included in Palee, but at puttee Kosean, there is a pro- 
longation of the pergunnah along the banks of the river to Sothee, where 
it adjoins Kotah. This country was the especial scene of the successful 
military operations in Kumaon, which J)receded the taking of Almorah 
in 1815. With the exception of a few places in Kosean there is no 
great extent of level or seera land ; some fine valley land along tlie Koonj- 
gurra, which unite.s wuth the Kosilla at Bojain, 
was almost irreparably injured by the above- 
mentioned flood of 18-tO, All the upper puttees are so much alike and 
are so intermingled that, especially after such a full report on the similar 
districts of Dhunnoea Kote, it is quite superfluous to describe each se- 
parately, while statement VJ, can be examined, 
for particulars of the jumabundee. The Rs. 4, 
on account of waste recorded in puttee Kosean, belonged to a Nia-abad 
lease of the last settlement, wliich was abandoned at this. The total 
decrease of Rs. 2 on the whole pergunnah, might have been avoided,* if 
any attempt had been made' to form a general scheme and thence to 
deduct particulars. As it is, this item stands as a proof of the settlement 
being, as asserted, strictly mouzahwar, and, if its appearance is thought 
discreditable to the operations, the Nia-abad leases issued since their 
conclusion, and hereafter to be reported on, will enable us to absorb the 
petty decrement in the next pergunnah statements. 


Asaesementfl. 


Soil. 


Traffic. 


The villages are for the most part large, well-inhabited and thriving, 
but the soil in the upper parts is not very fa- 
vorable for the production of the best grains. 
The Phulda Kotees, however, are- great traffickers, and with their neigh- 
bours of Dhunneea Kote, almost monopolize 
the trade in borax, &c., between Bagesur and 
Cbilkea, as also the cloth and sugar trade between Almorah and Cashee- 
poor. The principal refining furnaces for borax at Chilkea itself also be- 
to puharrees of Phulda Kote. 

The Pandds of Pandd Kota, &c., are a principal tribe in Mulla 
p , , „ ' Dotee, unaddicted to mercantile and carrying 

pursuits, while they aitord putwarrees, sepoys 
^^d chuprassees to Government. Jeewa Muhra of Tanda, and Dhurma- 


Ticfc— llemarka un this subject in iKirujuimah Sccra, 8. 
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mind Belwal of Seoon Tula, aro well known capitalists, the former, the 
great money-lender and litigant of the pergunnah; the latter, the lessee 
of the jungle farms in the tiirace. Jeona Koomai of Selingee, Jeona 
Muhra of Tooiiakot, and Buchee Sono of Kuggear, are the remaining 
most influential members amougst the thokedars of Phulda Kote/ 

Disputes of various kinds were brought forward at the settlement. 

Those referring to the sub-ilivision of pottahs, 
Disputes, tenures, ihoke- sep^atiou of dakhiloe mouzahs, the appoint- 

ment of pudhans and the recording of the rights 
and possessions of the cultivators, were decided in the course of the 
operations. But the hisscdidarret; disputes between the diftcrent mem- 
bers of the dominant families, wore nearly all left to the ordinary course 
of law in the Civil Court. The rate of thokedarce dues found to he 
generally prevalent, is I an anna or G pic j-er each rupee of the Govern- 
nieiit junta, in addition to the usual fees on maniage, &c. In two vil- 
lages, viz. Binkotc tind Hulsonc, the tenure is not strictly bhyacharali. 
The proprietary right in the former is at present vested in three mem- 
bers of the Bisht tribe. The Government rent is Us. 1 20 on 200 beesees ; 
of these, 147 beesees are in the occupancy of the village khaekurs boi l- 
ing in severalty, who pay Rs, 107 of the total revenue and the ordinary 
occasional nuzzuraiia, and offerings, but nothing more in cash or kind. 
The remaining 53 beesees, remain undivided in the hands of tlie hisseh- 
dars, or so-caUed zemindars, one of wliom, Dl.unnanund Bisht, is the 
luinberdar, and they equally divide the proreeds after paying Rs, 13, 
the portion of the Government juma still remaining due. The khaekurs 
made loud complaints against this arrangement, but, unfortunately for 
tliomselves, they were induced to set up claims to tlie proprietary ngnt 
which were disproved by sunnuds and decrees, &c., and after investiga- 
tion, the profits of the Bhists and the burden of the occupants were 
decided not to bo excessive. 

Hulsonc was a maafee village, resumed in 1835, after the last settle- 
ment ; as none bad a better claim, revenue eii- 
Kesumed maafee. gagements were taken from the maafeedars as 

proprietary hissehdars, viz., Muddun Bullub Punt, Gunga Bullub Punt 
and Doorga Dutt. At the present revision, an increase of only Rs. 3, was 
laid upon°the first juma of Rs. 35, though putting aside consideratioM 
of the reduced means of the owners and only looking at the pergunn ^ 
rate, the juma on the land will not eventually be unfair at double t a 
sum. In the dakhilee or Seera lauds, the hissehdars take Jrd of the pro- 
duce from their assamees. In the Ooperaon lands, they collect B®’ 
and they make themselves entirely responsible for the Governmen 
juma and hold a joint pottah. A recourse to new farming leases wa 
not found any where necessary in Phulda Kotc. 
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14. Perguniiah Ramgurh. 
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The little pergunnah of Ramgiirh lies between the Gaghur and 
Lohakote ranges, both uniting on the east at 
Kamgurh doBcuhed. great Moteswai* |>eak, which is the source 

of the east Khyma. Thus the scene in many paits, is quite amphithe- 
iitrical. The well known glen of liaingurh on the high road becween 
the plains and Alniorah. belongs to die three villages, Naekana, Borha 
Kote and Jooteea. The upper and northerly parts of the district belong 
to puttee Agur, and only in one or two spots along the river bank below 
S;opeo and Meearoe, is any tulaon land found. The villages of Agur, 
whence the inhabitants are called Agurees, be- 
mmers Agvireert or So)ieii, whose especial avo- 

cation is the working of the iron mines and 
])reparing the ore, not only of the Lohakote ridge it.self, but throughout 
the province. They are Soodras by caste, and will not labor at the ac- 
tual work ot' lohars or blacksmiths. They are, also,* employed in the 
hliabur and elsewhere as road-makers and excavators of water-courses 
(hildars), and during late years the Sones have become tlie principal con- 
tracU^rs for all road.s and buildiVigs at Nainee Tal, and have been found 
highly ii.seful to tlie settlors jit that .sanatarium. The several villages, 
20 uslee and 16 dakhilee, are all favorably situated in regard to climate, 
hut tlic soil is not generally good. The Agureps remain at home from 
May till November, and, during the rest of the year, they and their fami- 
lies, are to be found at the several mines, some of the best of which are 
i^i Harngurh itself. . The main body, after sowing their wheat and barley, 
however, collect Bt Khetsanee in pergunnah Palee, where the mild clV 
and the cheap food, besides the plentiful ores, hold out great attrac- 
tions. Viewed as a land tax or as the State share of the produce” the 
juma of puttee Agur has always been very high ; 

Kvcnuc^hi it certainly could not be paid out of the sur- 

plus proceed.s of agrioulturo. The case of llam- 
Vul. II. 77 
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guih resembles that of the Bliot mehals, inasmuch as the inhabitants 
pay revenue village by village according to their general means and re- 
sources. In fact, as they must in some way or other contribute to the 
support of the" State, they are taxed for the healthy air and secure position 
of their homesteads. As the terms on which the theekadars of the mines 
are obliged, in the absence of competitors, to engage the labor of the 
Sones, are highly favorable to the latter, it may also be considered that 
in their village tax, they also pay the revenue, which is lost to the State 
by their monopAy of the mines.* I therefore, k'ft the total juma Rs. 7!)’2 
as I found it. Similarlv in puttee Eamgurh, mouzah Naekaua is, with 
reference to the juma paid, but poorly off for land. Its irihal.itants, how- 
ever, are Paturs and Naiks, the former, the 
Peculiar races. dancing girls of Almorah and the latter, the race 

orimnally springing from that corrupt source, and afterwards by iuter- 
° marriages with other inferior tribes, becoming a 

Naiks. separate tribe only occasionally recruited by 

births from Patui-s. Tim daughters born to" Naiks, however, themselves 
recruit the numbers of the frail sisterhood. 'J'he Naiks have, during the 
British rule, been the chief clearers of the Chukh.ata Bliabur, ami hs 
shewn in the report for that ti-act, their villages of Huldwamiee, Mookanee, 
&c., are highly floaiishing and still nncler-as- 

Culthatinnof Bhanm by g^s-sed. Under these circumstances I felt uo 
the people of Uamgurh. in m'aintaining the juma of Naekana at 

its former amount, Rs. 105 ; more especially ^ 

ments. the juma had reacbc<l Rs. 1 10. The people of B»rha Kote (Rs 
215) and Jooteea (Rs. 250) also possc.ss fine tracts of land m the Bhab.ir 
and pay hicrhly, (but not perhaps too much so with reference to what h,b 

left in puttee Katngurh viz., those of Busgaou, &c, Rs. Wl, and Pabi , 

* &c. Rs. 51. Here the inhabitanto have no wcll- 

Doubtful poor villngee. ]^„o\vn resources beyond their homes, except 
from their Brahminical profession, and their lands are for the most part 

pnor and steep; yet thejuma-s, '^'ach I retained after 

receipt of farming offers, were the h)we.st they have bad since 187/ bum 

but, ^'hen their cpiotas of revenue were 178 and 73 ’■'f 

great putteedaree disputes m Jhooteea and 
Disputes, as.'^f'SHiTuinti* in wcro settled by the election of 

Ramguvh, p.rhai« unstable. „ farmer and six pudhans in the 

latter in ad.lition to Bhuggee thokedar and 

gunnah generally. 1 may remark that, if at any tune ahoy can 

fo speculators in the Kumimn 

and, if also, an assessment of the Bhabur it may 

strictly on land measurements and estimates of produce, &c., then 
.be found necessary entirely tojemodcl the fisc in tins Inl p » 
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and to calculate a proper amount of land tax. The sanje necessity would 
occur at Milum, if customs duties were* established in the Joohar pass. 

15. Mula Chukhata and Mula Kotah. 



Rs. 22 decrease. 

These are the hill puttees belonging to pergunnahs Chukhata and 
. . , ^ Kotah, the account of which formed a part of 

Account of Chukhata. mi • i- , 

tlie liiiabur report. 1 hey immediately overhang 
tho Bliabur, and, with the exception of the north-western extremity of 
Kotah, they may be generally stated to cover the southern or plainsward 
slopt; of the Gaghur range from the Golah river on the east to the Kosilla 
river on the west. The upper villages accordingly, partake of the ordin- 
ary mountain cliaractcr, the lower of the climate and productiveness of 
the J31iabur. Chukhata said to be a Bhiika corruption for or, 

country of tlie seven lakes, may also be correctly described as occupydug 
the ('iitire basin of the Golah river ; for, the whole drainage of the dis- 
trict finds its way into that river before it leaves the hills at Bhamouree. 
llio large.st lake, Naiiiee Tal, occupies the source of the BuIIeah branch. 

Lakes. Mulooa Tal, forms part of tho 

bed of the Golah itself, and was evhlently pro- 
duced hy a landslip. Bhecm Tal and Nowkoorchia lakes, on an inter- 
me iiate table land, send forth each a small stream uniting to form au 
affluent of Uie Golah. Tlie four smaller lakes and adjacent ponds, called 
y the natives Sat Tal, lie between Bheera Tal and the Bulleah, and 
•■"Itnlmte to the latter river. The central plateau near Bheem Tal, is 
m fine villages. Tho extremes of the pergunnah are more jungly 
aui the part adjacent to the Bhabur, is sadly infested by tigers. On the 
People. whole, however, the inhabitants of Chukhata 

jj , a.re a prospering race, ami among them tho 

Sion families, who first ventured to push their posse.s- 

ons eyond the Bora-ke Rao pass into the Bhabur (carrying with them 
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to thoir clearings the name of their liill pergiinnah), are, under the present 
secui'e Government, reaping the fruits of their enterprize, and are gradu- 
ally increasing in wealth, retarded somewhat in the case of the Muhrus 
by their family quarrels and divisions. Some of the best land in the 
high land valley Jilluded to, belongs to the Pand^ and Punt Brahmins, 
who do not accompany tlie annual migration to the Bhabur. It is un- 
fortunate that the tea nurseries have been prin- 
planted in their lands under the pressure 
of autlnJrity, and that thus the zemindars have 
become accustomed to associate the tea experiment with present complaint 
and injury, instead of with visions of future wealth. 


Thokedare, 


Tenures. 


There are three principal thokedarees in Chukhata, lield at present by 
Nur Singh, Bohra, Luchmun Singli and Kishun 
Singh, Muhra, and Khurk Singh and Deb Singh, 
Sorie Bisht. They collect the ordinary dues from the several pudhaiLs 
whose villages are included in their pottahs ; but in their own hisselidaree 
mouzahs, or where they have also the malgoozarship, such extra duts are 
withheld. The tenure in Chukhata is bhyacharah, but in mouzah Bijrole, 
non-proprietary assamees occupy all the land, 
except 5 beesees seer and 4 beesees huq-pudhanec, 
and pay Jrd of the produce to the five proprietary hissehdars of the Punt 
tribe. These, with their pudhan Lufchinee Kant Pimt, share the same 
equally among themselves. Tn the Muhra villages, the lands are actually 
divided among the hissehdar.s, but the richer members of the tribe let oui 
their fields to sirthan and paekasbt cultivators, and also employ the lahur 
of their own domestic halees. The revenue arrangements at the revision 
of settlement, resulted in Rs. 25 total increase 
ABsessmenta, juma, of which Rs. 14 are due to 

nia-abad. 


The Chukhata people present a contrast to their neighbours in 
Phulda Kote, in being singularly averse to the 
of Chl^Lta labor of carrying loads, however profitable, 

They themselves account for this feeling by 
saying that their agricultural toils involving, besides their puharree tillaj^e, 
the sowing and reaping of a crop (and sometimes two) in the hot Bhabur, 
quite incapacitate them for physical exertions of the kind. The Kotah 
people in a less degree afifect the same distaste. Under these circumstan- 
ces, the voluntary coolies necessary for Nainee Tal and Kaleedoongee, 
are rarely, if ever, natives of the immediate neigh bourhobd. 

One little mouzah in Chukhata, viz.y Jheolee, Rs. 7, on the Bulleah> 
was let in farm, to the thokedar Nur Sing^» 
Bohra. 


F^rra in CbukhaU* 
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Kotah described. 


There is nothing particular to describe in upper Kotah. The small 
village and fott of that name, with the ruined 
royal residence of Delieepoora adjacent, occupy 
the mouth of the Dubka pass, where the river enters the Central plain of 
the Kotah Doon. The sources of the Dubka, the Bhola or Bhore, the 
Nihal, the Buhmunnee, and the Kukra rivers, are all situated in this 
pcrgunnali ; while the Kosilla river passes through one portion on ihe 
north of the Gaghur range, before it enters the Bhabur puttee at Ghoo- 
kum. To the lower and upper villages, Hhe remarks for the similar parts 
of Chukhata apply, but iu Kotah there is no central level tract like the 
beautihil valley ^ of Bheom Tal. The main roads from Almora to Ghil- 
keea and from Kaleedoongee to Nainee Tal, pass through this puttee, but 
no laige villages are near the passes. Th(i majf>rity are scattered about 
the mountain forests without connection. The best and largest inehsls, 
dhulna, Bhagnee, Dola, &c., are situated between the heads of the Dubka 
and the Balnnunnee rivers on the spurs from the great Budhan Dhoora 
peak of the Gaghur. There are also a cluster of goo<l clearings, Bagiir, 
Muhroree, (&c., at the liead of tlie Bhore Ixitween the Budhan — Bennik 
Pass and Cheeaar, the well known monarch of the Nainee Tal mountaijis. 
Petty decreases of juma to the extent of Rs. 36 were found expedient in 
the mouzahwar settlement, but after allowing 
Assessment. petty increases an<l nia-abad, tlie total 

decrease was only Rs. 22. 

Of the 55 pottahs, 5 are inoo.stajiree. Dola, Rs. (84* the largest vil- 
lage let in farm, was transferred to Rajah Sheo- 
raj Singh of Casheepoor by the voluntaiy act of 
the pudlian and hissehdars. Kliyralee, Rs. 72, ftdl almost entirely waste 
from the want of sufficient hands, and on the re^ignation of the remaining 
shareholders, Jeet Singli Putwal and Nnr Singh Bohnal engaged the vil- 
lage at the old juma and it is being gradually restored. The other farm- 
ing leases are for petty amounts. Ram Singh Bhelia the enterprising 
pudhan of the Kaleedoongee clearings, and Kaloo Sone the well known 
zemindar of Rampoor in the Doon, and Jewa 
Koonketee, whose villages are situated near the 
Kosilla, are the three thokedars of Mula Kotah. 


Farms. 


Thokwlara. 


Some trouble was experienced in preparing the record of rights and 

TV , , liabilities in Bhagnee and Julna and other vil- 

Omputea aetUed in Kotah. , , , o j u x i 

lages, where Kaloo Sone had been accustomed 

to allow no authority but his own. However, the disputes ended in the 

election of village pudhans, the formation of revenue and rent rglls 

(phurd phant) and the determination of all other necessary matters, here 

^ ehewhere, much to the content of the several communities ; and to 

tHe chagrin of their former master. 
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1(]. Por^'unnah Cliowgurkha. 



Us. 226 increase. 


Cliowgurkha is bounded on the north and oast by the Surjoo, 
whieli river continues to divide it from Gungolee 
Chowgurkha tlertcnUtd, tho junction of the Puiiiiar river. Tlic 

latter and its trilnitnries drain all the southern portions of tho per- 
guunah. On the west it approaches the capital, Almora., while the drainage 
ill this direction by tlie Sowal river Hows into the Kosilla. Thus in the 
centre of the tract on the Shemdeo ridge, or off-shoot of Binsur and Jagesur 
range, spots are fi\‘quent where af!li\pnt springs of the Ganges and the 
Gogra are within a few yards of each other. Puttees Khurhai and 
Eeebigurh occupy the northern extremity in the direction of Ragesiir, 
Rungor and Daron tlie eastern parts, while Salum forms the southern, 
and Lukhunpoor the western division. 


The name of the pergunnah is derived from the four principal 

district -circles la^t mentioned. Salum and Lukhunpoor are highly cul* 

tivated and thickly inlinblted, the tulaon or valley lauds, especially in the 

former, being famous for their crops of the very best rice ; the ooperaou 

or uplands being generally blest with an excellent soil, while hemp h 

• grown in numerous places both high and low. 

Intho.se puttees, notwithstanding tho increa.srs 

at the present settlement of Rs. 106 and Rs. ol 

re.ypectively, which the people them.selvcs willingly agreed to pay, the 

assessment is still very moderate, but with our present knowledge it cau 

hardly be called too low. Many good villages belong to Brahmins, and 

^ , others are resumed moafees ; and in these 

Besumea inaafeeH. . • d 

the system of periodical increases was m some 

measure abandoned by Mr. Commissioner Traill, in order to keep the 

old families affected by his resumptions, from falling into poverty and 

discontent. Among the Brahmin villages of Salum, Nega 

with its dakliilces (Rs. 1 16) belonging to Gungaram Pandd and his breth' 
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rcn is the largest. Of the Rajpoots, Mahendra Singh Bohra is tlie prin- 
cipal tliokodar and pudhan, and his iirohal of Neery (Rs. 1»7) is situated 
i„ tlie midst of plenty and population. There are six other thokedars in 
yalnm, but none of any note. In Lukhunjwor, the Josheetf of Digolee still 
Largo Kiittlsa vinages. ^tain their estiitc in maafee tenure. Tin! largest 
Khalsa inehals are Khoia, &c. Ks. 113, Ban j- 
tokha, &c., Rs. 80, Chainee Rs. 73, Soopce Rs. 64, ami Chance Rs. 65. 

Tribes. to Bisht, Bunola and Deoo- 

ree Rajpoot-sr The Tewarree and Pande 
Brahmins are numerous in Lukhunpoor. The high road from Al.nora to 
Petoragurh passes through this puttee, crossing the Sowal river .at boopee 
Clianee. One small nia-abad pottah of R.s. 3, at Therola was abandoned 
at tins settlement, and hence the entry under the head of waste in stato- 
Iiicut No. VI. 


Puttee Daroon is noted for the great temples of Jagesiir, Deen.les- 

jmkjuii I'uttoo. “tt its northern extremity. Twenty 

, , ^ villages are held on ,j()(>nt or religiouslv 

a, ..Signed rent-free grant for the support of these establish ment.C Th'e 
.liigraiir temple .vnd range. tnrble .sceueiy of the Jagesur range is well known 
. travellers, and tlie glen in which the temples 

.me situated is beautified by the largest grove of Deodar trees* now 
ivnianimg in central Kmnaoii. .The puttee itself is on the whole iioor 
iuid inferior, .and the portion near the S.trjoo is very jungly, -Darouii 
. 111,1 Ruiigoor are alike, and both re.somble in many respects the iieio],- 
iimrnig district of Oungoleo. Some of the village.s, .such as DliiinnLa 

Village., of o„„„n and t'-® Well known Dh.mneea 

Rungonr geiiorally poor. Josliecsj JJuo^ra Rs, 106, CJyrar Tula Rs. 57, 
&c. &c., are hirgo and well inhabited, but for the 
mo.st part no great amount of prosperity is visible. In both puttees 
ugf't ler, the mimber of .separate leases (malgoozaree pottahs) is 87 
comprisiug within them 62 dakhileo mouzahs and lujjqa lands • as the’ 
wioe tract yields Rs. 1,()()9,' the aver.age juma 2 )or pottali is not quite 
A«.5cssment. Ruiigoor R.S. 13 Under the he.ad of 

f I, decrease are due to five petty mouzahs which 

w.aste from the abandonment of their owners. On the whole iiuttce 
jwever, there is an increa.se in the juma of Rs. 23. The Deputy Col- 
or reports that both puttees have re.aclied their proper limit of taxa- 

vill’ I low jungly 

‘ oy on their east, subject these villages to loss and injury from tlie 

•’""giy estate of Reetagurh. 'vild beasts and deer. Reetagurh occu- 

thobaot fit, -n- P'®® oleep glen of the Jaigunneea .streanl at 

Jagegur mountains. The lower part towards 


Note. — “ Pinus Deodara.” 
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the Surjoo is covered with the iriost exuberant vegetation of a tropical 
type, the resort of tigers, and is extremely hot and unhealthy. The 
upper part at Kurela, Pasdeo and Chowna-bilouree, where the Bagesur 
road crosses the valley, is more .salubrious in climate, and presents a fiue 
spread of cultivation. Here, therefore, we are not surprised to find some 
influential members of the Jhijjar tribe of Joshces in possession of the 
land. 

Chowna-bilouree belongs to Rotela Rajpoots, whose ancestors were 
connected with the Chundela of Royal race in Kiimaon. Tlie mehal 
known Jis Nowgaon, with its dakhilee lands, comprises a large portion 
of Reetagurh, some of which is admirably adapt- 
ZomindareeofN.nvgaon,&c. production of lice, sugar-cano, tur- 

meric, &c. The increase of the jungle, in some measure owing to the bad 
government during the Goorkha rule, has rendered this valley less and 
fess habitable. Notwithstanding the immense extent of his culturable 
lands in square miles, botli liigh and low, and a recorded amount of cul- 
tivation at 822 beeseos, the zemindar Dow hit Singii Bisht was with the 
greatest difliculty induced to allow hU revenue payments fur the 20 years’ 
settlement to be enhanced from Rs. 70 to Rs. 100, an amount which he 
could with ease defray from the sale of the oranges ior which Reetagurh 
is famous. His redative and enemy Roop Singh Bisht, made an offer ot 
Rs. KH ; and under all the circumstances I 
Itaa^acsament. thought Rs. fOO for seven miles of hill and dale 

a not immoderate amount to be taken from the pudlian. However, on 
his urgent appeal to yourself as Commiobioner, an inciease of Rs. 15 was 
declared to be sufficient, and Rs. 85 is the revised juina of Nowgaon. It 
i.s unfortunate that the temjiei of Dovvlut Singh Bi^ht (a foujdar of the 
Goorkha times and otherwise mixed up with the later native history of 
Kumaon) is that of a soured and proud old man, and that the chatactei 
of his sons is not altogether unexceptionable, while the hatred and jea- 
lousy on the part of his own relative abovenamed shows no signs of abate- 
ment ; and the Joshees and other neighbours who consider him aj:i up- 
start, are too happy to aid in fanning the flame ot discontent. Thus there 
is, I fear, little present hope of any improvement in Reetagurh by 

instrumental it V, even if any great change lor t e 
ProBpectH of Reetagurh. forbidden by the climate and 

situation. Very great difficulty was experienced in preparing the Settle- 
ment records (phurd phant, ikrarnamah, &c.) of this estate. They have 
only now been completed after great personal trouble by myself. Eleven 
goont mouzahs in Reetagurh, chiefly situate 
Goont lands in Reetagurh. upper part, are excluded from the 

area, and belong to the Jagesur and Deendasur temples. Puttee K.b^ 
hai, probably so called from the large 
of steatite there found, occupies, the high d 


Khurbai described. 
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jiiid its northerly slopes which intervene between Reetagurh and the Sur- 
joo at Bagesur. Large forests of plnits lon/jlfolia 
Mines and qnarues. (cheer) hero characterize the scenery, and the 

copper mines and limestone and soapstone quarries throw ils agricultural 
features into the shade. Three-fourths of the villages are found paying 
jutnas of the smallest amount Rs. 0 per pottah, being the average. 
Nevertheless a strenuous attempt was made at the settlement to reduce 
the total demand even below the former sum 
Assessment. vigorously met by the De- 

puty Collector, and he succeeded in finally raising the juma to Rs. 34rl 
with the introduction of only one farming lease, viz., tliat of rnouzali 
Khurhai itself (Rs. 15) let to an Almora Bunneea, Purma Sah. Although 
it is true that the villages are all surrounded by forest, and that those 
liaviug the best Seera lands near theSnrjoo, are in insalubrious situations 
where only paekhast cultivation can be introduced, still the people of 
Khurliai possess a market for their produce close to their homes at 
Bagesur, and amongst tlie Bhotias, who in the winter pasture their cattle 
iukI sheep in their forests ; and they have no grounds whatever to com- 
plain under their present fiscal burden. Their two thokedars, Bhowaii 
Singh, and Knllean Singh Negeo are men of no 
weight in the country, and the best thing for 
this puttee would bo the introduction of a few more capitalists from Al- 
mora, and Bagesur, like Purrna Sah, above-men- 
re<iiiirea iii j^^nd like Kurree Sah and Damoo Sah 

th (3 (nia-abad) proprietors of Billone, — Seera., 

(Rs. 40) on the ])aiiks of the Siiijoo. 

The copper mines in Khurhai at present yield Rs. 15 to the state, 
and they are now being abandoned by their 
lessees who are only the Negee thokedai's just 
named. From the report of Captain Drummond on the quality and 
I extent of the ores, it would appear that capital and skill would render 
the Khurhai mines valuable and important. TTie nat)ire of the soil — 
('iteatitic and talcose mud with springs) in which the cupriferous deposits 
>ccur, render the eflforts at working tlie mines of the neighbouring zernin- 
lai’s a constantly recurring and nugatory labour, and tlie results the most 

_ puny and contemptible. The ores of iron are 

konoresinChowgurkha. \ ^ . rnu ll l 

plentiful in various parts of Chowgurkha, and 

lie worked at thirteen different spots, at one of which (Jhirratolee in 

Daroon) magnetic ore is found. Goitre prevails to 

a great extent in Chowgurkha, especially in Run- 

geor and Daroon, with its usual occasional accompaniment of cretinism. 

Ir all Chowgurkha there are 29 thokedars, and of the numerous 
and farmers in belonging to the 292 malgoozarree 


Thokodurs in Khuihai. 


Capitalists 

Khiuhai. 


Copper mines. 


Goitre. 


ill ‘“HI 

ui Chowgtirkha. 


pottalis, 13 hold 


their mehals at 
Vol. TI. 78. 


the present 
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ISettloluont oil a nioostajivoe or liirining lease. 
17. Perofuniiah Bar:irnun<lol. 
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Baranmudcl, as its name implies, comprises twelvij puttees, or sub- 
divisions, and iVom its situation in the centre of 
Baramumlel doacribed. distrii^t, and from its eont^aining the capital. 

may be considered the heart of the province. The little puttee of Khas- 
puija surrounds Alrnora. Oochoeoor and Bcosodh lie to the ea^>t of the 
town, and border on (Jhowgurkha ; Bora-ke llao, Khyra-ke Rao, ami 
Mula and Tula Seeondra extend to the north and north-west ; while Mula 
and Tula Teekhoon, Reoonee, Dewaseoon, and ITttagooloe term th(} >\ os- 
tern division of the pergunnah. Baramundel occupies the whole upper 
basin of the Kosilla above the great turn of that river to the wi^stwanl 
below Alrnora. In Khyra-ke Rao and Uttagooloe, which alone arc wc.st 
of this basin, are found the sources and main upper course ot the Giigas 
river, a large tributary of the Ramgunga ; and th'cse are separat^i from 
the Kosilla region by the Bhutkote, Airec Deo, Reoonee, and Seealieo 
range east, and by the Jhoola Deo on the south. 

The whole tract is richly cultivated, and thickly peopled, with tlm 
exception of the highest mountains, and tlics: 
Track highly ciiltiv.itcd rneans difficult of access, nor, do the} 

and populouH. present any stupendous features in the laml* 

scape. Alrnora itself is situated on a low flat ridge emanating from a 
main spur of Binsur, and the site of the capital 
appears to have been selected not only on ac- 
count of its being centrical, but also for its inexhaustible stone and slate 
quarries, and the number of its springs. 

The climate of Baramundel is for the most part very fair ; the heigW 
of the villages above the sea varying from 
Climate and scenery of 3,500 feet ; the main valleys howcAer 

Baramundel. rarely falling to the latter level. Perhaps in 

part of the hills can any thing more beautiful be seen than the valley 
the Kosilla in Bora-ke Rao, especially near Someswur. The 
the natural scenery of wood and water; the care-display mg 
innumerable fields, and the sprinkled human habitations remarkable 
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their architecture, make up a picture which it would be difficult 

to equal in any part of Asia. The cheerfulness and abundance, too visi- 
ble in the neighbourhood of Alinora itself and Huwulbagh are well known, 
and make up for the absence of grander natural 
Pi osiKJiity of the country, f^^tures. It is harvlly an exaggeration to say 

tlijiton the north-west hice of the Almora hill from ridge to base there is 
jiot a yard of land uncultivated. 

It is pleasing to reflect that much of tliis plenty is the fruit of 
peace and protection, the gifts of th(i ^British Government, and that, in 
all human probability, a very contrary spectacle would have now met 
tlui eye if Goorkhalee rule ha^l continued at Almora to the present time. 

The cereal grains form the chief productions of 
the soil, and in Bora-ke Rao, Khyra-ke Rao and 
[dtagoolee, sugar-cane, cotton and linseed, are also frequently seen. The 
two former, however, are (as elsewhere mentioned) not grown as profit- 
able staples, but for home use ; nor is there any manufacture of saleable 
(joorh, &c. Tlirouglioiit the whole perguniiah, but especially in Mula 
j ^ Soeondra, the fruit of the hill pomegranate trees 

(dhariin) is a nio.st plentiful and valued produc- 
tion, the (extracted juice being sold in the bazaar as a fine acid, and the 
outside rind taken in large quantities to the Terrai Mundees under the 
11.1 me of 'tutspal as an important article in the dyeing and tanning trade. 
WMlniits, orangc.s, lemons, and ])laintai ns also, are very abundant This 
orchard wealth i.s daily increasing, whereius, under the late Government, 
liom tlu‘ mere wantonnes.s of the Gooikha soldiers in cutting down gar- 
din wood, tlu' villages were becoming more and more denuded of fruit 
trees. 


A.s^flssuu'til in Baiamundcl. 


Tlie siatemeiit No. VI, shows the detail of the present revenue 
assessment in regard to the total chang(\s made. 
In all the puttee.s, tlie mouzahwnr settlements 
resulted in a total increase. In none is there any record of w aste on the 
one hand, or nia-abad on the otlier. 


Only 14 mouzalis were I(‘ased to non-propriet^uy fanner.^, of which 
the revenue engaged for amounts to Rs. 323. 
Tlie total jumabundec of Rs. 18,172, shows an 
inorcasG in the pergunnali of Rs. 2l>5. The Deputy Collector viewing 
tlio statement of assessable area as acem*ate, 
icienu.j. records lijs opinion that Bar.innindel has I’cached 

its maximum of land tax, the correctness of 
'vl^ich opinion his successors may 'perhaps be inclined to doubt after 
jugular surveys .shall have taken place. The removal of the Line corps 
Almora has undoubtedly lessened the demand for agricultural 
r^'^duce, jiiid there, at present, appeajs no pro.spcct of enhanced consiimp- 
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tion within .the pergunnah. In this state of affairs we ought perhaps 
to congratulate ourselves that the existing amount of revenue is paid in 
cash so easily, and check any rising feeling of (javil, at what has been 
sometimes called the Lilliputian results of Kumaunesc fiscal operations. 


1 8. Palec Puchaon. 
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Rs. 6G0 increase. 


To the greater part of Palec Puchaon, the description just given of 
Baramundel applies. This large pergunnah is 
Palee described. westerly of Kumaou Proper, and its 

puttees of Iviula Cliokote and Sulut border on Gurhwal, and this last tract 
also overhangs the Bhabur ; on the east Mula Dwara adjoins Barainun- 
dol ; on the south Silore and Kuklasone meet Phulda Kote ; and the 
central part is occuj)icd by Goewar, Tula Cliokote, T.ula Dwara and Nja, 
The two broad vallies through which the Ramgiinga and its main branch, 
the Biiio, take their course, meeting at Boocllia 
Fine valley of the Rain- Kedar, and the fine lateral glens of Khutsarree, 
Naga<lh, Kotlar, Gareeon, Deghat, &c, forma 
remarkable feature in Palee, and to a traveller coming from the west 
suggest the idea that he is leaving the mountains altogether. Not less 
surprising is the aspect of many of the smaller ridges of the hills them* 
selves, especially in Mula and Tula Dwara, covered from base to summit 
with villages and terrace-fields, and separated 

Highly cultivated hills and other by a succession of highly cul* 

table landB, 4c. table lands and vallies, both small and 


lavgo. Of these la-st the course of the Gugas river and its affluents 
pretsents favorable examples Of the former Dwara Hath and its neigh- 
bourhood is a gland and well known illustration. 

The tributary Nyr fi-otn the west also reaches the Ramgunga through 
a fertile and populous country, but less flat than the tracts aliove named. 

KhutsaiTee* in Geewar owes its redemption from waste and a fatoj 
climate to quite recent timc.s ; the zeal and industry of the principa 
pudhan, the lateTheproo Negee, and his cultivators having been fostere 

• Note. “ The Valley of Crime” foi-merly a royal Seera and only resorted to by Cn®>^ 

nals Boeing to this place as to a ” City of Refuge,” and allowed pardon on their tilling tt' 
of the Crown-laudH, 
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Iron minert. 


Koads. 


Karae.‘ 


and eijcoiiragecl by Mr. Commissioner Traill. It immediately borders on 
Gurhwal puttee of Lobba, the fort of that name overhanging the 
frontier line. The iron mines are the moat extensive and productive in 
the province.* The pilgrim road from the nor- 
thern shrines here enters the pergunnah and 
leaves it again at the points where the narrow ridges of Butronje-kanli 
and Kat-ke Rao form the *only barrier which 
separates the waters of the Ramgiinga and 
Kosilla. The name of the pergunnali is*derived from the petty town of 
Palee which is situated on a low spur of the Ny- 
thana ridge above the Ramgunga, and which 
was formerly the residence of a Ghoorkhalee Foujdar, and, in the earlier 
])art of our rule, of a British tehsildar. 

I'he least continuously -inhabited and cleared part of Palee is to be 
, found in puttee Sulut at the south-west comer 

0b3(‘r\ations nn the pevo- , . . . 

r;ii parts in regard to pro- of thc division ; but there the ginger, turmeric, 
tiuc^ jiasturago, &c. &c. capsicum Cultivation is very profitable, and 

thc remunerative market of Chilkea is within a day’s march. The high 
])oi’tions of Mula Chokote adjacent to Joonia Gurh, &c., are alsj less 
fei'tile and more jungly than the more central districts. There, too, the 
fine climate and pasturage compensate for the deficiencic3S of soil, and 
some of the largest and best villages of the dis- 
trict are found in the Chokote highlands. In- 
deed the finest tulaon lands are the most precarious, owing to their 
liability to floods, such as those of 18I;(), which 
Taraadhone, Bikiake-Syn, Silore, and other 
places, committed great injury to the .arable 
soil, and would have seriously affected the revenue, if the existing pay- 
ments had been at all accurately proportioned to the quality and quanti- 
ty of land. It appears from the Deputy Collector’s remarks on his read- 
justments of juma in Palee Piichaon, that in some few places he allowed 
a slight decrease in the Government demand on account of diluvium 
(diuTea-boord,) but that in general the loss to thc village communities 
ander this head was compounded for by the pretermittlng of increases. 
Twenty moostajiree durkhasts in Palee, affecting a revenue of Rs. 852, 
were accepted ; none of these w'ere owing to 
resignations of proprietors on account of high 
jama. Most of the pottahs were transferred by mutual agreement, or 
'vere retained in the absence of hissehdarree claimants. In the whole 
pergunnah an addition to the juma of 2 per 
cent. Rs, 660 (the remainder after deducting 


Pagtiirage tracts in Chokote. 


Farming leases. 


Assessment in Palee. 


* Note.- 

Pk . 15 , 


-There is a small copper mine (also in puttee Geewar) I'eccntly opened,— Juma 
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Opinions of native Deputy 
CollL-ctor. 


lis. 01, the total of all the petty decrements) occurred, and Umba DuU 
takes particular care to state that in the lypeti 
a^tisGmblies which surrounded him at the time 
of settlement, the feeling of the people, with 
ivferenco to the constant past qiihiqiwmiial increases of Mr. Iraill, 
preponderated in favor of a moderately enhanced juma for 20 years, and 
that he might have produced a still better Kevonue Koll, if he had not 
been checked bv fear of disapproval, quite as much as hy suspicions of 
possible imprudence. He point# out puttee Sulut as full of capabilities 
for extension of cultivation and inhabitancies. He also brings forward 
tlie instance of Lahitora or the high forest district attached to the Jus- 
poor esUite in Ohokote, as likely to present in a few years a wide display 
of new villages, whereas hitherto on account of border warfare in native 
times, boundary disputes in our own, and the fear of periodical new 
a.ssessments, the attempts at clearing the forests m that direction had 
been few, ill-dirocted, and isolated. Nevertheless, in these two instances 
at the northern and southern extremes of the peigunnab, the Deputy 
Collector has, 1 think, almost exhausted his re- 
co.d d- fumre capabilUk.., 1 am myself of 
ill IViloe. opinion that, althou,:?li Paloe Puchaoii more re- 

sembles a plain than a hill peigunnab, that district has already sufficient- 
ly paid for the reputation of su])oi-ioi ity ; and, it may be, lias borne 
a burden which, if cipialization had been possililo of attainment, ought 
to have been more generally distributed. After all, in a mountain 
pergunnah, where nearly ciery villige has been cultivated to the 
ntin^ost, where the population is increasing witlionl many outlets for 
its surplus numbers, where the most productive soil is most precariously 
situated, whence the markets for produce <?aii only be reached by personal 
human labor without any artificial means ol transport, and, finally, ^heie 
the wages of labor earned at Naince Tal and elsewhere, or of service by 
sepoys and chuprassees, are considered hy the heads ot villages as fai 
more certain assets than the prices of produce, lls. 33,7113 is a large 
amount to be yielded ymir after year, and it« 
Oi;ini<*n8 of Sottlement realization in kilvd cash of the Coin- 

officer still further expuined. o . . , wio with 

pany H coinage has sometimes stiuck me wi 
astonishment not entirely without misgiving.s. 1 cannot help thinking 
that the abolition of the Kumaon Local Battalion and any .sudden reduc- 
tion in the establishment of Mujkooroe chuprassees at Almora, woul 
increase the number of dustuks necessary in Palee to an extent t n 
would alarm not only the peshkar of the huzoor tehseel and his putwa-^ 
rees, but the late* Deputy Collector himself. Be that as it may, 
present fiscal result of the Palce operations the Government may well e 


• Note 1810.- Now Sudder Anicen of fSruenug^^ur. 
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content, cam! the absence of appeals from tlie settlement and of subse- 
quent current balances other than the results of procrastination, extrava- 
gance and quarrels, may be taken as a proof that the people acknowledge 
the fairness of their taxation. 

19. It would swell this report, already too large, to an inordinate 
, , size, if in pergunnahs Bar.imundel and Pa lee I 

General observations on r n 

the settlement and tho dia- should attempt thc minute illustrations given of 
piites brought foiwaid. mcu and affairs in the preceding pergunnahs. 

For those, as least known, as most especially piiharrce, and as involving 
short yot complete descriptions, T have not rejected even trifling details. 
I have also taken care in tho several divisions of my subject to make 
Incidental allusions to nearly every matter of interest affecting the pro- 
vinces generally, and to mingle with the local history, instances atid 
examples illustrative of general customs. In these districts last past 
antler review, I have therefore, confined m\\self to a geographical account 
of the country, and to topics connected with th*"* revenue. Our successors 
in the province will recpiire no written Englisli reports to make them 
rapidly aecpiainted with th(3 people of Baraniundel 
and Paleo, Three- fourths of tho litigation in 
the Court belongs to these pergiinnahs, and but 
a sliort possession of the judicial chair and the smallest experience of its 
rosponsihilities, will bring any Kuyaaon (?ivil officer into contact, not only 
with tho thokedars and pudhans, but with a great portion of the agri- 
cultural inhabitants of all ranks. 


Litigation in (Xuitral 
Kuiuiion. 


Buell being the case, too, with ourselves at the present time, a large 
proportion of tho disputes which elsewhere were 
^ s at time ot Settle- dispose,! of at tho settlyiuont camp, were in tlicso 
pergunnahs left to the arhitriuvi of the Civil 
('oiirts, and mv diligent and intelligent assistant Umba Dntt, was obliged 
to content himself for tho most part with the decision of only those mat- 
ters, the clearing up of which. was absolutely necessary for the leasing of 
estates to responsible parties, — the determination of revenue liabilitievS, — 
and the exemption of the cultivating chusses from uncertain demands ; in 
•^hort the creation of what is called the phurd phaiit, that is tho b(‘st 
attainable separate village record in the place of — nothing but a durkhast 
Jind a pot tab. 

These decisions were greatly aided by tho copies of decrees anvl or- 
lers already in the hands of the contending parties, and by a prudential 
avoidance o{ all interference, constantly enjoined ly me, wherever real 
not very recent possession of one party, was proved. A most valuable 
assistance has been given to the Civil Courts by 
fill to tbTciln the settlement operations. It is notorious that 

in Civil suits half the case is over when the 
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point at i^sno” is known. Indeed, from the highest judicial trilmnal iu 
the country, constant instructions have been issued to the subordinate 
Courts to make the establishment of this point the first preliminary ob- 
ject of all proceedings. Now in Kumaon, I am happy to say, it has be- 
come quite an established rule for parties to preface all suits concerning 
rights and liabilities in land, with the presentation of the copy of some 
order passed by the settlement officer, declaring that the particular 
matter in dispute had been loft for the Courts to decide, and shewing 
what points were to be considereef as proved and determined data. 

In the concluding paragraphs those subjects will be discussed which 
appear to require more particular elucidation, and the illustrations will 
nearly all be drawn from the two pergunnahs, the detailed account of 
which iuvs been omitted. In the meanwhile the general result of the 
wfiole fiscal operations under report, and of the miscellaneous proceeding's 
connected therewith, is given below in the two following statements • 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 


Two general staternenta 
for the whole distiiot. ^O. 1. 
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Ji; 1 - ‘soiiddng 
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20. In paragraph 24 of the (lurhwal Settlement Report, which, 
being in print, can easily be consulted, the des- 
Teiuirefl prevalent in Hill of the hill tenures by the late Mr. 

village comumiiitiea. ‘ ^<'11 1* 

Traill is fully copied. 1 would respectiully reierou 
the present occasion to that extract, as embodying my own opinions ou 
the same sul)ject and as being equally applicable to Kumaoii Pioper. Iq 
attempting to comply with my instructions, founded on section 4 of 
the “ Directions for Settlement Ofticers promulgated untler the authority 
of the Hon’blethe Lieutenant fDover nor North Western Provinces, in 
September 1844,” the Deputy Collector UmbaDiitt (to whom, on account 
of my own urgent judicial and general duties, tlu; carrying out of the 
settlement in Kumaon Proper in a great measure devolved), fell into fre- 
quent mistakes. I soon became convinced that the intioductioii oftlie 
terms used in paragraph S(> and following parngiaphs ot the valuable 
Circular in question, would only leail to (hmbt and contusion , and that 
the preparation, in accordance to those terms, vlz.^ zemiiuhiiee, jjuttee- 
daree and bhyacharah,” of a three-fohl list of tenures, in.stead ot being 
useful might be actually misebievous. It is also quite foi the 

Kumaon Civil Courts, In all the co-parcenary estates, the joint respon- 
sibility of all the proprietors for the payment of the Covcriiment deniaud 
is thoroughly undisputed and undoubted, whether the person or poisons 
holding the malgoozaree pottah enjoy tliat distinction by election oi by 
prescriptive right. Even in village communities where in addition to the 
pottalidar and proprietors holding the land in 

Revenue responsibility not geveraltv, some portion is occupied by old occupant 
doubtful in Kumaon. \ ^ 1 i.L 

cultivators to whom the former deny the nominal 

right in the soil ; these last will, if called upon by the proper authorities, 
pay up without cavil any deticient quotas of revenue, the only claim to 
irresponsibility being the proof of previous payment through their own 
nominal superior, or directly to the malgoozar. The term moostajiree or 
farming leases mentioned in each of the prece- 
Expl.'vnai ion of moostajiree parac»-raphs, is, as a general rule, applied 

0 .- ica^s. x^'here thi« state aud feelmg 

of responsibility do not exist among the cultivators, aud where the persoB 
engaging with Government is considered solely responsible. In many 
ca.ses the farmev is so called, because notwithstanding a continued posse.’ 
sion of tlie pottah for some time, he can prove no acquired hereditary nr 
prescriptive right in the soil. Hera, as Government is the only claiman 
opposed to him, he may be considered as really owning both the lease-bo 
and free-liold. In other cases, however, the acquisition of the lease is no- 
toriously recent and temporary. There, the villagers themselves, thong 
unable or unwilling to take upon them any direct revenue engagemen . 
are bound to submit to his terms in regard to their respective quotas o 
revenue payment, if they fully occupy the land ; or, failing to do so, t ef 
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must resijrn their i%hts l.y a HMdwa" in order to make room for paying 
tenants ; or, where tins necessity does not fully exist, they must permit 
tliP malgoozar to make Iiis own arrangements for the undivided (unUnta) 
lands, and for such portions of the divide i lands as they do not hen>^fic.ial- 
ly occupy. Having explained the character of a moo..tajir, not unfrequent- 
ly also called theekadar, 1 refer to the glos.sary of hill terms in my 
Appenidix for a more full explanation of tlie peculiarities of tenure amotm 
the Kunnaon village communities, a.s well as for the interpretation of 
namh\s of things and persons used in th\M Il(^poi t. 

21 C.™„p,rins, I, 

,hc i„ 

may cla>s the different hohjmgs in Knmaon as follows 

Fir.t. “ Pure PuUecJ.aree.-^An his.sehdaree niouzalis in which 

Cti; siiiratifin of tenures ^ nt oi dixi.^ion of t.lie land has actually been 

n -p, ’"Aofo rommiuuVy. among 

the ha wan propnetons, each rath (clan) or mao (familv) lu 1 liug i f 

on,, lands e-fher m seyernlty hy the rules of her.Hlitary Bliai-hfou, orl 
a, pending a .hvision among tliemselves ; and each payiim it quota 
ol Government revenue through a pndhan. ^ ^ ' 

Second. “ Tm. per feet, or iui.r"d Putteedarre" i- uj 

mniizahs 111 whioh the land is held, in regard to the whole cotnmnfotr 
o h n, his-eh-hant and in hn uja;/utl,re, the p.nihan having the first riaht 

iri”::!;.:.:; 

£S‘S?5s:s~:es 

i .1 among the proprietors according to the hereditary share of each, 
fourth. '' Simple Znni vditrprP — Mouzahs nr i 

po>s(^ss(.,l in ab, solute proprietary right bv a .sin^de Thatw^'' 

lI.e.setenuresaro here placed in order according to their proportional 

J>i«piiteRin pure Puttee- ‘I'-'^ln’ct. 'i'\\e first class is un- 

measurably the largest. In mouzahs helongimr 
nal that • • disputas which arise are chiefly exter^ 

belongirr’'T” »«gI<'>onrs, and concerning 

'hwrownhmfin 1 included within their own limits, or to 

^xohanges of 1, d transfers and 

• Thrt attempted with success at 

" are the different loc.vI divisione in each named in tl,7n;e;e.;7e,;;;;uTo’S 
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the settlement, much to the benefit of the people, but puharree pride and 
spite (“ zidd”) too often opposed such an arrangement. 


In this class of estates the internal disputes generally have reference 
to the election of the pudhan, and to the family quarrels of the several 
hissehdars. 


In the second class, where the existence of undivided land is owing 
to the long absenteeism, or minority, or idiotcy, 
v“u!gi° or poverty of some hissehdar, or to a hissoh 

falling vacant by a hrmily becoming ndth or ex- 
tinct, or to the apathy of the villagers, there is always a tendency to the 

, - T. „ . self-aoori-aiidizoment of the pudhan, and finallv 

Tendency of Pudhans jn ^ ^ 

Buch villager to appropriate to the absorption of some portion of the punjayut- 
the common land. land, into his Dvvn share. When sued on 

this account, a clever pudhan generally contrives to produce a long bill 
for expenses (hujut) incurred by him in cultivating tlu' land, or for lo.ssos 
incurred by him through his respon.sibility fo; the CJovernment jinna, 
his profit^ (goovjaif^li) per contra in the absence of village^accoantanlo, 
being concealed and not admitting of ca.sy proof. Wlierc the common land 
ov/es its existence to its distance from the homestead, its being a valuable 
plot of So'Ta or irrigated land difficult to divide, — or to paekhast cultiva- 
tion, — there, want t)f honesty or bad Tpanageineiit, or r(‘fn.‘<al to produce 
accounts on the part of the pudhan, often lead to his loss of the appoirt- 
mont and the election of a better representallvo Tlu'se cases were 
brought to light by the seitlement wherever the people were at all intolli- 
gent or careful of their own interests. In co-parcenary z(.Mnindare(}s, the 
inouzalis arc generallv managed bv one of the 

Co-parceniuy zemindarefs. ^ r* “/ // 

oldest assainees under the name ot (j/Lur iwdititii 
who in remuneration for his trouble is allowed to hold part of hi^ land 
rent-free, and is exempted from personal services, &c., ( cooly goddm } 
These inouzalis are not very numerous and chiefly btdong in Ohowgurklia 
and Baramunflel to Jo.shces and other principal Brahmins, the descendaiiU 
of jagheerdar.s (maafeedars.) In the villages near the capital, iristance^j 
of all the.se classes of tenure can be found m 
Mixed tenures ne<ar the mehal owing to some of the thokes or inter- 

nal sub-divisions having fallen into the hands ot 
bunneeah mortgagee.s, auction purchasers, brahmin grantees and tlu’H' 
heirs, &c., while some have remained in tlie hands of the original conr 
tnunity ; mouzahs Sitolee, Naekbola, Mutela, Rylkote, Bukh, &c, affoid 
examples of this kind. 


Again among.st the great Seeanchai'ee families of Palee Puchaon we 
find the hissehdars of the whole mehal jointly responsible through their 
pudhans for the Government revenue, but the several mouzahs which com- 



KEPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF KUMAON. 


627 


prise the estate of which the Seoana is the nominal head, sliewing in their 
internal arrangements instances of ev(*ry kind of 
TlieTimleeca^atein Pake. Thus nmoiigst the Bishts of Timloe in 

Tula Chokote (of which Muddim Singh Seoana is tlio hehd. and Rnttim 
Singh Soobadar a principal piidhan) it is still a matter of dispute in the 
Civil Court, what monzahs of the four raths shall be held in severalty ; — 
what mouzahs shall be left in the han<ls of the assamoes with a view to 
sharing the common profits ; — and in what mouzahs an actual distribution 
of assamees rather than of lands shaH take place; wliile the claims of 
Kuimn Singli the monied-iniin and mortgagee or purchaser of all procura- 
ble lands within the mchal, add greatly to the confusion. With the means 
and time at our disposal, it was found impossible to decide all these matters 
at the period of settlcMuent. All that could he done was by a temporary 
phurd-phant to secure the cultivators from double collections, and to fix 
thf principal revenue liabilities. 

22. In Barainuiidel, mouzah Bansooloe Seera, Bs 2»12, and Eera 
Seem — K.s. 170, are instances of simple zemin- 

Instoncea of i i i i /• 

(laroe estates obtainefi by purcnas(' ot crown 
lands. In the former, the owner 'I’oolaram Sail (the Alnuu'a treasuier) 
colloets from his ass;\mecs Bs. 101) in s/rZ/ea' ; 

Pure zcminducp. maumls of grain in kooi ; besides h'es on 

all marriages the annual wuiug”*at the glu ‘0 sunkrantin Sawuii, &c. He 
keops II h(*e>('e.s .seer ill his own hands, The area 

An insianoeof puroha^cd tln‘ estate is Ido beesoes, all irrigat.ui tulaon. 

He paid Bs. 1,1 oh, puiehase money for the mebal 
which was sold by public auetion in 1S2!) A. ix, (188, ■> Sumbiit.) In 
Palee Puchaoi), puttee (Toevar, mouzah Dhondmuliavia, i^^e , (Hs. 471), 
a zomindaixHi by private purclja.se. The original Tliatwans of the 
mchal were of tlie Huhra tribe, who fell into revenue balanees, ami 
w'cre obliged to make over their '' iliai" hy IdJdwa to Bhowan Singh 
and Gornau Singh — IJswal, frtim whom Jjalj('(‘. the fatluT of the pre- 
sent owner Motee Chukrait, olit.aint'd tlie villages 
pi-eate through the forfeiture of a mortgage. At pre- 
sent, tlie zemindar collects altogether Bs. 515 
rent and the customai}’ dues, but lias no recorded share of the pro- 
duce. As the total area is 507 beesees, the profit to the owner is not 
likely ever much to exceed the present amount of Rs. 74. This a.ccounts 
the small sum Rs. 1,200, for which the Uswals gave up the property, 
^nd proves that Mr. Commissioner Traill treated the sovereignty of 
^jovernmeut in the soil as any thing hut a fiction in this mehal. The 
present juma only equals the average demand of 5 settlements ; but, with 
such a burden on the estate, the zemindar can hardly he considered, 
except with reference to the exclusion of all the claimants, as better than 
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rnana^^er or farmer on the part of Government. The estate lies in the 
richest part of the Geewar valley. In mouzah Sowal, puttee Oocheeoor, 
perguiinah Barainundel, we have an instance of a zemindaree derived 
‘ from a resumed jaghecr. The inaafee of Ram- 

An instance of resamod Joslice was resumed in 1876 St. As 

^ ^ ’ the terms of the original grant shewed that the 

thdt was included in the the settlement was made with the 

maah^edar ; and his heir R^tdliakhshen is sole proprietor of the mouzah. 
The Governnumt juma is Ks. 25 en 70 bc(‘sees. The assamees pay Jrd 
of all produce to the zemindar, and he has also I boesee seer. 


Very few in.sto.nces are found m Ivuinaon of the dhatw^an being other 
Maafeedar generally the than the maaf(>edar, nor, has it ever been 
propiiotor <>rd .vettlod witli, t.liomdit nece.'>.sarv or proper in this province 

for the- Uevenne on the p.ut ^ • i - 

of tiovmnnent OH the oocusioii of resumption or lapse of a 

inaafee, to drsturh possession and .svv/.rc*/? cldtjUVX/its to the pottali, on 
the theoretical principle that the nniafecxiar only represented the Govern- 
ment in the village, and ought thereibio, to be eonsidered as the more 
recipient of the Government rights, alienated in his favor. In regard to 
the nia-abnd tenure.s throughout the di.strict it 
Nia-ab.uUenure.s is only n(‘ces>aiyto o])S('rve that the rights uf 

parties other than the original compK'ror of the soil, or what is not intre- 
queiit, the first taker up of aliandoned fcsese.s, nie nevtu* recognized, except 
wbeie it is thoroughly pioved that the hrst ladder of the ])ottali admit- 
ted anv one to a proprietary share in order to ensure aid in his 
operations and lessen his own levenne responsildlitics. The proof of 
such share i.s either a likhni or written agreement hetweiui the parties, 
or indubitable documentary evidence in the books of measurement and 


settlement, and by receipts of teh.sil offic<‘r.^ that the claimant has reou- 
hir'v paid a ([in^ta of the Government demand, as iKmd fide revenue 
and not as pri\ate rent. An instance of mingled tenure occurs in melial 
Jnspoor, puttee Tula Chokoto ; the malgoozarce 
Instance of mixed tenure. which. Comprising 1 lisloc and ID 

(lakhilee mouzahs at Us. G<S8 juma is vested, with the thokedaree also, 
in Ruttuii Singh Rajbar. In the u.slee village, Jnspoor, all the mcin- 
hers of the Rajbar family are Tliiitwan hissebdars. In all the dakhilo^N 
Ruttun Singh is .sole zemindar, owing to their being nia-abad and other 
causes which invested his father Kullean Singh with that character, 
to the exclusion of his les.s influential brethren. Of co-parcenary 
zemindai-ees, mouzah Nyal Jhoola (a resumed 
Instances of co-parcenary |ryia,afee) in putt<.‘e Bora-ke-Rao, pergunnah 
zemindaree. , , tv , /. • • « The 

Baramundel affords a very fair specimen. 

Government juma is Us. 62. The two hissehdars Poorkotun Punt an 
Teekaram Punt possess 8 beesees seer, of which they give 1 beesee 
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feiit free to their ghur pudhan Nur Dev. The cultivating community, 

5 Khaekurs and 24 Sirtlians, pay collectively the Ks. 62 Government 
demand, and 40 maunds in all for both harvests, but 'each accordirn’- 
to his possessions and engagements, and the hissehdars divide the profits 
eijually, as well as share in the dues, fees, service, and other ndvantagos.’ 
Ill inou/ah liujel in Baramundel (Bs. 63), tlie co-parcenary hissehdars 
and pndlians Bishen Narain Joshee and Hur Narain Joslice receive 259 
maunds of grain per annum in koot (besides sagpiit, wulug, (tc,) and 
thf insc'lves arrange for the Government revenue. In inehal Ullai, put- 
toe Lifkhiinpoor, pergunnali Chowgurkha, the Government juina is Rs. 

Tlie proceeds of the estate to the five or six heirs of the original mna- 
fced/ir Ruttun puttee Joshee are only Rs. 24 cash, 121 maunds of grain, 
and the customary dues and service, including fuel, tlu'se last tlie most 
A aluahle to Joshee amZaA proprietors, and (with occasional giuinblings 
oil the part of some republican assamee) for the most part not unwillingly 
l)csto\v(‘(l. From rnouzah Sula also in Liikhnnpoor putte<», this same fa- 
mily derive the means of paying the Government revenue by collecting Rs. 
45 in cash, 20 maunds in grain per annum, and 20 loads of wood fur fuel 
]»ci’ mensem ; and for all land newly taken up in yjiir cultivation they 
charge 2 nalees of grain per plongli. Luckily for themselves, the joint 
hisschdars of this mouzah Iiave not yet quarrelled among themselves, and 
can therefore, make the common stock go fartlier 
tlian ifi't wore parcelled o.it in petty lots. 
Close to the station from which I am writing 
(Naince Tal) T find an example of a mixed bhyacharali holding. In 

, , mouzah Bilooakauh in Chukhata the iiiina is 

Bilooakanh, &c. nn • i i 

Rs, o2. Ihe appropriated malgooznree area is 

72 boosees. The hissehdars Nur Singh pudhan, &c., divide 30 bccsces in 

severalty between them, paying their shares of the Government demand 

thereon ; while 32 bcesces arc cultivated by the Khaekurs, who pay 

nothing beyond their own proportionate quotas of tlie jiima and marriage 

fees to tlie pudhan. He also holds 2 beesees, Imq-pndbannee. The 

remaining 8 beesees of measured culturablo waste, and the waste tract 

included within the boundaries, are at the disposal of the malgoozar, the 

same wlio claimed Nainee Tal in zemindaree right. 

In this case the Khaekurs are called sunjayuthee assameea because 
assist to make up the revenue for which the hissehdars are responsi- 
ble, and because in case of any of their land becoming vacant by default 
heirs, abandonment, &c., it would belong in common to the hisseh- 
^ In the same neighbourhood we have the mehal of Muhragaon, 
notorious for its intestine disputes. This consists of one uslee and 7 
^■^khilee mouzahs for which the Government demand is Rs. 250. The 
P^dhans are two brothers, Luchum Singh and Kishen Singh Muhra; their 



630 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF KUMAON. 


tenure of the dakhilee inouzahs would be zemindaree, if there was any 
thing to pr)ssuss except the responsibility for the Government revenue. 

The tightness of their circumstances in the hills 
Muhrugaon, &c. . Bhabur, whcre they 

have become rich and inlluentiid. 

Th(‘ uslee niouzah is the homestead of the tribe, wlio there divide 
37 beesees in severalty among themselves, and are responsible tor Rs. 
37 juma. The arrangement of the liabilities shown by the settlement 
record is as follows : — 

^ ‘“S' ^ S S ^ ^ 
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Returning to Palee Piichaon, we select the following specimen of village 
tenure. 

Mouzah Umearee-Cliumearee — beesees 55. The number of hisseh- 
dars (all Pandd Brahmins) is 14*. The whole 
Xjmearee-Chumearee, &o. divided in severalty among them, and 

they arc severally responsible for the quotas of the Government demand, 
amounting in the whole to Rs. 57. Of the hissehdars, 5 pay through 
Kishna Pandd pudhan and 7 through Hurkishen Pandd pudhan, both 
piidhaus being also hissehdars, and receiving no remuneration from their 
coparcenary brethren. Such is the hissehdaree phant. 

The abstract assameewar phant of thi.s mouzah is in this wi.se, for 
that part of the land, 8 beesees, which is not in 

Specimen of cassameewar ^ , .. , , 

'nyjote or tlie hissehdars. 


Name of Hisaehdar. 


*o 3 

6 a 

'y-i 


o aS 

c i 

>5 


1 Tara Pnttee and Dhur- ] 
itianiuid, 


hn j 


2Rarnloo and Sreekmhn 
Pritirl/), 

3 Oiiiapiittco Pand<5. 

4 Dhinniamind and Nara- ) 

I in PcUidd ) 

SKirtima Pand^ 

6 Kjshna and Dhnneerarn 

' l*and(*i)y purcliase, ) 

7 Kuiiibimttee P.indd, 

3 Ilin ky»n Pand(5, 

9Mnlii-Mir Paud^, 

iO.Iai Pand(5 

11 lOuii Kishn and Kam- ) 

chuTKler ) 

an<l Hurroe, 


! Bh. Nh. 
1 0 


V T3 
2 2 
g 3 

o ” 
O 


1 3 3 


I 2 
0 11 

0 6 


o i; 


6 


Remarks, 


I I 

1 8 lo! 2 12 1 


1 7 10 


0 0 12 


9 |o 
0 , 0 


4 14 10 ] 

0 4 3 | 

0 12 9 ' 
0 6 
0 4 


4 , 0 
4 ! 0 

I 


4 10 ! 0 
3 10 ^ 0 


10 1 
7 ej 
6 10 
12 0 
15 10 

11 4 

13 4l 
ir> 4 
y 5 

7; 0 11 5 

0 9 


6 
1 

o' 0 
on 
li 0 

7 1 

0 0 
1 ; 0 


HuikiMbti Pandd, 

3 

0 

6 

0 6 9 

0 12 7 1 3 

4 

Total, 

42 

8 

0 

11 3 2 

1 

15 6 9 26 9 

1 

11 


The actual 
number of ossa- 
meeH la 13, but 
the same man 
cultivates land 
for each hisseh- 
dar. and in the 
actual phant lu« 
payments per 
share averaging 
less than 1 rupee 
are all recorded. 


The hissehdaree dues from tlie assamees are 1 rupee on each mar- 
of their daughters, one haunch of every goat killed, and a wulug 
of dhaisiWil gabah (loaf of edible arum,) in Sawun. From that portion 
of their hisseh which came to them by purchase and which is cultivated 
jb one as.samee, Kishna Pandd and Dhunneeram Pandd, also derive one 
oad of grain at each harvest and 4 annas teeka at the Diisserah. 

In this place I take the opportunity of mentioning that the assamee- 
^Wdphaits- war phant throughout the district is an entire 

. creatioiUn Kumaon^^ Creation of my own as Settlenu'iit Officer In 

Mr. TrailKs time on the occasion of any urgent 
Vol. II. 80 
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dissension concerning the distribution of the revenue burden arising, a 
measurement was ordered to be made of possession, (‘‘ kubzawar pai- 
maish,”) and according to the statement furnished by the local putwarree 
or canoongoe,* as the case might be, there was drawn up in the Sudder 
Offi.ce the proper comparative roil of payments, of which a copy was 
given respectively to the pudhan and disputant party. Sometimes these 
statements were hissehwar, as well as a kubzawar, but all had reference 
to the Government demand and not to the general rental of the estates. 
We have not yet quite overcome,the difficulty of procuring true rent rolls, 
in addition to the revenue rolls. But the fault of concealing the real status 
of the tenantry brings with it its own punish- 

Concealment of hiasehdara ^ ^ v ^ , 

and assamees in the phurd ment in case of a dispute arising, as It encctuab 
ly shuts the door of the summary suit Court 
against those guilty of it, and before they can remedy the evil, suV.jects 
, the offenders to disgrace and risk of fine by 

EfFocts thereof to those , i r .lI 

attempting it especially in their necessity to confess before tne revenue au- 
thorities the wilful falsity of their records. In 
Gurhvval the concealment of hissehdars even to the extent of a whole 
Mao in order to bide capabilities, when perpetrated by the pudhan, and to 
evade “ cooly-god^m” and other liabilities, when permitted by the hisseh- 
dfirs themselves, has been discovered in cases since the settlement, and 
generally remedied. But, in other cases tlio actual loss and absorption of 
the concealed share has been, it is wefl known, the oonse(iuence where tho 
distance of the Court, the dread of litigation and its consequences ; and 
the ignorance and poverty of the people, liavc conjoined to assist tlie 
fraud of the headmen. The Kumaon settlement had the advantage ot 
following that of Gurhwal, and both officers and people could benefit by 
the examples in the earlier operations, which had become discussed and 
notorious. No fear of extra hardaish will now 


Kumaonces more alive to 
their own real intei eata. 

and liabilities, for even 


induce a Kumaonee peasant to abstain from 
suing the concealers of his name, possessions 
the minutest fractious of his rights. 


The large village of Masee (Bs. 221) on the high road, between 
Almora and Sreenuggur in puttee Geewar 
daJeo\lmure''Lld affijrds a vcry gooil illustration of a mixed put- 
teedaree. toedarce tenure. Of simple bhyacharah tenm^^s 

every puttee presents numerous instances, none perhaps better than tlie 
well known village of Kuttearee (Rs. 130,) the main suburb of Ahno 
But, there is no space left for further minute details ; I, therefore, con- 
clude this chapter of examples with the following account of ^ 
Bhursoolee in Tula Chokote, pergunnah Palce 
BhTireoolee, &c. Puchaon. There are one uslee and 21 daklul^^ 

mouzahs. The mouzahwaree area of all collectively is recorded ^ 
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estimated (nuzzur undazee) beesees, of which only 40 are placed under 
(lie head of “ culturable waste.” The pudhans are four in number, viz,, 
Shere Singh Seeana, and his brother Goman Singh, and Mahendar Singh 
SeearM, and his brother Mohun Singh, of the Rawut tribe of Rajpoots. 
These are also the solo Th&twan hissehdars. They reserve 41 beesees 
di.spersed throughout the mouzahs, as rent-free, huq-pudhanee and seer’. 
'I he r(;in.iining land is divided among numerous Khaekurs, from whom 
by quotas, the whole Government demanded is collected. From these al- 
so, the Seeanas collect one rupee per family, once in every three years 

one pice per family every Dusserah, the breast and one leg of every goat 
killed, one seer of ghee, besides dhai and gabah per family as at 

the ghee sunkrant in Sawun, and as beth they take two ploughings at the 

Sftaiioharec dues. rubbee and two at the khurreef harvests for the 

seer land, from every assamee. These are call- 
ed “ Seeancharee dustoor” and supersede all other thokedaree dues. At 
present, the two younger pudhans share every thing with their brothers. 
In case of a dispute arising they are entitled to call for a division of the 
^illaoos according to hereditary right; to obviate the inconveniences of 
which, (entailing also a separation of the thokedaree dues from the hisseh- 
daree dues now all united in the Seeancharee receipts,) it would be bet- 
ter to iuclude all four names in the thokedaree as well as in the pudhan- 
ebaree pottah. 

h inally, from the entire settlement records, I gather that the number 
Kuinber of sutnindaree t«- mouzahs in the pergunnahs last described iu 

« -e^^indaree or approximates 
thereto, is 43 in Chowgurkha, 21 in Baramun- 
liel, and 97 in Palee, or one-ninth of the whole 1305 mehals. 


There are four Seeana families represented by the two Rawuts above 

Seeana families in Palee. Bhursoolee ; by Mudduu Singh and 

^ol^'hun Singh Bisht at Timlee ; by Teg Singh 
Munral at Khairgaon, and Narain Singh Munral at Taraadhone. These 
two last are fast being ruined by debts and extravagance. 


InBaramundel there are 35 thokedars and in Palee 1 12, of whom 
the following are well known principal men ; 
mentioned by name because those of the smaller 
pergunnahs have been so distinguished. 


List of principal thokedars 
“alee and Barainuudel. 
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Same of Puttee. 


Bora-ke-Kao, < 
Khyrakc-Uao, -j 


Same of Thokedar. 


Uttiigoolee, I 
Tula Secondra, | 
Mula Secondra, | 

Mula Tikoon, | 

Reoonce, 

Booar Seen, 

KVias Purja, 

Boesoodh, | 

Oochccoor, | 

Mula Dwara, ... | 
Tula Dwara,... | 

Silor ^ 


Gee war, 


Mula Chokoto, | 

Tula Chokotc, | 
Kaklaseon, 


BAKAMUNDEL 
Sobhun Singh Bohra, 

Nathoo Bohra, 

Til la Bh} nsora, 

An Singh Bohra, 

Jewa Ik I lira 

(iujai Singh Kairha, 

Mohun Singh 

Teg Singh, 

Gooja Bbundaree, 

Buchee Airara, 

lihowaii Siugli, 

Nur Singh, 

Mudduii Singh, 

Dhuniidutt, 

Lutchniee Bulluh Pandc, 
Heem Singh Bohra, 

Gopee (Jhilwal, 

Do will t Singh 

Lutjhee Moolia, 

Puddee Lutwal, 

Heera Koomatia, 

J ewa, 

Shaibaz Negee, 

Muddun Singh, 

PALM. 

Sheeor Singh, 

Bijey Singh, 

Dhurm Hingh Bisht, 

Kishn Singh Negee, 

Jeit Singh Rotela, 

Puddum Singh Khatee, 
Khurk Singh Negee, ... 
Lutchum Singh Kutait, 

Ujub Singh Negee, 

Munnoruth Maseal, 

Motcenim Chukrait, 

Seroop Singh Raw ut, ... 
Himmut Singh Kunonia, 
Riittun Singh Rajbar, ... 
Heera Singh Bisht, 

Kumul Singh Kawut, ... 
Hurruk Singh Gosaen, ... 

Jeet Singh Munral, 

Bhovvan Singh Rawut, ... 
Knllean Singh Bohra, ... 

Bishna Sone, 

Mehur Singh, 

Seroop Singh Rawut, ... 

Gun puttee, 

Hurruk Singh, 

Puddum Singh, 

N arain Singh, 


^ame of principal 

Village. 


Phullea, <fec. 

Bhynsore. 

Nowlakote. 

Bint. 

Buthore. 

Doogora. 

Bundareo. 

Mutela. 

Muliut. 

Pakra. 

Biisolee. 

LohiiJi. 

Pat in. 
Chounda. 
Punkote. 
Reooneo. 

Din da. 

Lat. 

Koomatee. 

Ooneona. 

Seerarh. 

Phuphna, 

Memi. 

Sulna. 

Eera. 

Pythanee. 

Tepola. 

Sangoora. 

Kotiiarh. 

Keera. 

Kutsarree. 

Matjee. 

Dhond iMahra. 

Uphone. 

Utteegaon. 

Ju spoor. 
Pythana. 
Cheeanee. 
Hurnolee, 

Syn Manoor. 

Mulharree. 

Bonolee. 

Bhone. 

Sokuttee. 

Punnakote. 

Nyiiwal Palee. 

Timla. 

Nowla. 

.Tftindul. ^ 
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The majority of the thokedars in these pergunnahs are only entitled 
by law to the fees allowed by Mr. Traill, viz., 
thokedaree fees rupee per each marriage of tlie pudhaus’ 

daughters, and a leg of each goaf killed by pu- 
dhans, and the following percentage on the Government jurna of their 
thokedaree villages. 


From 1 

to 

100 Rupees, 



3 Rupees. 

a 

100 

to 

150 

» 
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to 

200 
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to 
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to 
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to 

600 
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600 

to 

700 
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700 

to 

800 

ti 



16 

tt 

it 

800 

to 

900 

it 



IS 

JJ 

tt 

900 

to 

1000 

„ and 

more, 



20 

,, maximum. 

Whei’e the thokedar 

and pudhans 

are in 

agreement 

amon 

g themselves, 


custom has substituted many modifications and compromises of tin? above 
rule, and all these have been carefully recorded by consent of the pai'ties 
in tlio settlement r(‘cord. Where tliokcdaroe dues have never been paid, 
the mere inclusion of a village in his pottah does not entitle a thokedar 
to draw any thing from it. It has however, generally been found diffi- 
cult tor the pudhans to prove the negative’’ in such cases. 


-Records of Settloment. 


23. In regard to the general rules adopted for the leasing and 
management of niehals, and the appointment 
of pudhans, the boundaries of village's and sottle- 
nient of disputes concerning fhem, — the right to waste lands, pasture 

Rrfer^ce to Ourhwal ro- aijd forosts,— the assess, '.blc ar(>a of 

Fit fncg.ntiai piincipies of estates aiid measurement of lands — and, finally, 
itmtnt administration. record of .settlement, — the report for (Jruvhwal 

(paragraphs 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20 and 26) ecpially applies to Kumaon ; 
and contains in an abstract form all the information on the subject of the 
settlement which it has been my aim to distribute throughout the several 
divisional descriptions attempted in the present 
report for Kumaon. The only repetition that 
appears necessary is that the remuneration of 
P^^dhans in land, money or dues, are all these combined, was in Kumaon 
‘^J^ttled by the mutual agreement of the partie.s, and failing that, deci- 
of punchayet; and that the allotment of huq-pudJuinee land 
Accorded in the new settlement statements is that actually shown by the 
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Coritinuitv of village record 
dlScUiidod. 


Settlement Mlsls^ and not that of the old nominal records. The only 
additional remarks requisite, are, first, that at an early period in the 
Kumaon operations it was found expedient to drop all attempts at 
actual deinarcalion, by means of canoongoes, putwarrees, &c., of bounds 
aries in undisputed waste tracts nominally included in village areas 
that it is now a general rule to lease waste lands in nia-abad tenure to 
the nearest villages, or to offering members of those communities rather 
than to strangers, — and that in the Settlement Misl, — though still less 
a declaratory record, than a wUss of cases affecting the interests of 
each mouzah and shotving a certain state of men and things at a 
certain period , — will now in the majority of instances be found au 
abstract proceeding or roobacarree of some kind by the Settlement 
Officer. 

It now onl}^ remains for me state how far the document called the 
2 >hfird phant, the actual practical record in the 
hands of each pudhan, can be rendiued continu- 
ously useful This is a most important subject, 
and fortunately for the avoidance of fartlier prolixity in the present 
communication it was fully discussed on a former occasion. The accom- 
panying file of English correspondence* belonging to the year 1840, 
owes its existence to the Circular Letter of the 
Sudder Board of Kcvenue dated the 18th June 
1830 on the subject of Kbewut papers. The 
superior authorities, with the detailed descriptions 
of the Kumaon pergunnahs betoro them, can 
now he able to judge bow far the system of 
periodical mutations in the village record to meet the various changes by 
deaths, successions, transfers, decrees of Court, desertions and the like 
circumstances, can he enforced, the separate 
village communities being scattered over so vast 
an area in square miles ; — (the several divisions 
removed from each other almost as much by moral differences as by 
physical distances, and “by fell and flood,”) the centralization of all 
things in a Collector’s Office at the Sudder station being as yet practical- 
ly unknown to the people there being no village accountants the pu- 
dhans being generally illiterate and finally, the authorities equal y wi 
the inhabitants protesting against the uninvited visits of native o « 
to the hill villages for purposes of investigation unconnected with crii 

I still retain my opinion, recorded in the correspondence alluded ^ 

that the working of the summary suit 
Opinion of Settlement itinerary mode of conducting their 

found necessary by the European 


Letter of Settlement 
Officer to ConirnU-tioner of 
Kumaon No. 1^3, lat June 
1840 and c!) iclo.suro. 

Letter of Sudder Board to 
ConimibMoner No. 28, lOth 
July 1840. 


Circumstances opposing au- 
thoritative chanfjen in record. 


Officer. 


See Appendix 1849. 
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and tlie growing sense of the importance of village records among the 
people themselves, will in time effect the important objects contemplated 
by the Board and Government, and bring about changes in the records of 
possessions and liabilities, whenever and wherever f&and necessary- 
To enforce by authority a regular system for this object, whether thought 
necessary or unnecessary by the subjects, would be to change by legis- 
lative measures the character and habits not of one race or tribe, but of 
niaiiy, and its impracticability may, therefore, be assumed. In the mean- 
while, if it is feared that the zeal of the? local agents of Government may 
be flagging in regard to their saving the inhabitants as much as possible 
from the miseries entailed by uncertain tenures and their consequence, 
litigation ; the future instructions of superior 
instnictions requiied. authority founded on a more extended knowledge 

of local circumstances, would doubtless be a salutary and I may add, an 
acceptable, stimulant to greater exertion. 


I cannot, however, close this subject without offering my humble 

ProKst agMn.t increased P^test against any increase to tl,o labor and 
Pinploymeiit of Uovernment responsibilities of that underpaid and overworked 
PiitwaneeH. public servants, the 38 Government 

Putwarrees of Kumaou, who, now on the miserable pittance of Rs. 5 per 
mensem, peiform a large proportion of the duties elsewhere undertaken 
by telisildars, thannadars, nazirs, a!!necns, and chuprassees. 

The five canoongoos of the district are certainly an available body, 
and, hitherto that full use has not been made of 
CanoongoHs available but services which is usual elsewhere, e-specially 

BtispU'Kuihj iigeiiU. ^ *• '' 

in the department of tehsildaree accounts. 
Rut, on the other hand, with our small establishments, their employment 
in other duties would still more impair the efficiency of the department 
alluded to, while, owing to the hereditary nature of their offices,* their 
omploy('rs are deprived of tlie advantages of a large choice of agents, 
and the danger of adding to ffiinily and caste influences, already thought 
too great and ill -exercised, becomes imminent. 


24. The zillah and pergumiah statements, compared with the re- 
gisters prepared at different times in tlie separate 
^Jj^ontinaafoeandsatUburt niaafee departments itself, shew tliat the goont 
or religiously assigned rent-fee land a])propriat- 
^^1 in Kumaon Proper amounts to 13,455 beosees, of which 2,230 are con- 
t'iiried in the area of villages otherwise khalsa or revenue-paying, and 


Note. — Their pay in exchange for resumed Nankar lands is fixed at Rs. 25 each. In 
^^•rbwalthc amount iaRs. 81-8. 
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beesees, belong to separate entire niouzahs. Of these last, 60 
mouzalis or pergimnah Kutolee, and 31 or per- 
Ooont or religiously as- gunnah Muhroree, belong to tracts near the capU 
• talgranted by the late Gorkhala Governinent in 

BwJaburt tenure to the respective temples of Budrinath and Kedarnath in 
the great Himalayan chain. Their whole fi.scal 
Sadftbmt for diatribution <)jiariM(jement i.s now by orders of Governinent 
of food to inlgnms. Riiwuls of tho.se establishments, 

interference in that matter being»only permitted to the district officers, 
in cases of urgent complaint brought to the notice of the Commissioner, 
and made over tor investigation by him. 

In all other affair.s, the ordinary course of law takes effect in the 
sudal'urt pcrgunnahsas in the khalsa, but the two Putwarrces are paid 
by tlic Rawul, and not from the Treasury. The mnafee lands still hold 
rent'free bv individuals, amount to 2,9 Id bcsees 
Mnofrps rent-free to in- j,f ^vijjch .',3 1 form alienated parts of malgnoz.aree 
vilhure and the remainder are contained in 93 


separate mouzalis. 

The chief maafeedars in the province are the two brothers, Prom 
Nidhoe Sha-stree and Rama Puttee Shastree who succeeded their father 
Gimgaram Shastree, the original grantee of the Goorkha Govcrniiioiit 
ahout ton yoar-s ago. and whose teiiurithas hitherto, therefore been consi. 
(lered, hereditary. 


Their possessions principally lie in Dhunnenkote, but they have vil- 
lages in Sceondra and Kiittoor, &c. All the other maafeedars, except 
Dhuii Singh* and Hurdco Borah* in the Bhote tnelials.are also Brahmins 
of the Joriiees, Pmid. Pandd, Tewarrec and Oopreteo families. A good 
deal might be .said on the subject of the extensive resumption of niaafees 
bv Mr.^Conimis.Moner Traill, and tlie conseiiuoiit creation ot a class ot 
educated men looking .solely to the public sn- 
AlluRion to resumption of f,ji- support, and wliose unpopularity with 

the people is in a measure thrown also on the 
Government wliich employs them; hut I refrain from increasing the 
magnitude of this Report by discussions altogether foreign to the revision 
of settlement. 

2.5. All has, I humbly conceive, been now told of Kumaon Prop®' 
and its several hill divisions, in regard to wa 

Science, reconrcec, &c. &c. narration of whlch 

Practical final remarka. expected from the Settlement 

Officer. 


Notk. — A t Melura and Choudanae. 
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The Bhabur division has been previously described in the Reports 
and Appendix forwarded with the settlement statements in the Vear 
181G-t7 A. D., while the outline of Knmaon history can be found as 
above-mentioned in my “ Notes on the Turaee” published in the Aaiatie 
Society's Journal in 1844. The valuable printed Reports of the late 
Mr. G. W. Traill have also been referred to as existing among the “ Re- 
searches” of the same learned Society. To fulfil the requisitions of the 
Honorable the Court of Directors contained in their despatch, No 67 
June 3rd, 1846, and to furnish, for tl>e two hill districts, (the revenue 
arrangements of which for twenty years have been made through my 

Statistical data not procur- accurate reply to their statis- 

able by one individual. ticai enquiries, would demand an amount of in- 
f<'*‘ination and accompli.shment not likely to be 
found in one individual. The want of a geographical and general survey 
complained of in the Turaee is happily about to cease under the opera- 
tions soon to be commenced in that region. A revenue survey of the 

Revenuesurveynotexpcct- P^^g';n^ahs, to complete the infonna- 

ed. D'Jt supplied by the existing maps, and 

founded on the principles adopted and proved 
useful in the plains-Provinces, can hardly be expected, after the 
Government has been informed by its district Officers that such 
a survey, however beneficial in determining existing agricultural pos- 
se.ssions, would not favorably ‘affect the total amount of revenue 
in the State ; and, if permitted to modify the distribution in re<rard 
to the inhabitants, would perhaps end in .seriously injuring the bud- 
get. For, would not its tendency at least, be to equalize the 
payments strictly derivable from the gro.ss produce of the soil ; to fix 
a government share of that produce founded on experience elsewhere ; 
and to exclude from the fiscal capabilities, assets which the people 
ham been hitherto content to consider available for the nominal 
wad tax I 


Fortunately for the objects held in view by the Hon’ble Court. 
Scientific commieeion now opportunity has recently been taken of the pre- 
StrIo"hey’“E„gmee^”“‘ this province of competent individuals, 
. , Rod their intimacy and constant communication 

0 ers still more competent employed eLse where, to engage the sor- 
cir' R- Strachey, (of the Engineers) and his friends in the 

aiK^ "t Himalayan science. Thus, not only are the geologj', botanv, 
interesting regions finding at last their long due 
*'’®‘® probability, if time bo allowed, of the 

apnlie^f t *^*^® ®‘’®^*^ Trigonometrical Survey beiii? usefully 

and to mr circles of facts within certain fixed points 

e filling up of each of these circles with topical and even ethno- 

Vol. II. 81 
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graphical* details. In this work my own part is only that of a pioneer 
and assistant laborer, and in this capacity whatever miscellaneous know- 
ledge my long experience in these mountains has enabled me to attain 
has been, and will be freely placed at the disposal of the accomplished 
Officer just named. 

In concluding, therefore, this report, I content myself with offering 
the following practical observations. 

First In regard to economic geology, I yet hope to witness a 
marked improvement in the method of working the mines, reducing the 
copper and iron ores, and manufacturing the actual metals into a form 
better fitted tliaii now for the forge and melting pot.'l’ Nevertheless, 
with our present and prospective^ means of carriage, our local want of 
capital, its more profitable investment elsewhere, and above all with the 
overwhelming chea]) productiveness of the Eng- 
Met-ila unprofitable. aud, we may now add, AnsIraVian export 

market, the much talked of metallic wealth;}; of the Hinnalaya must I fear, 
bo considered the sh.'ulow of a shade, “a thing to dream of, not to see.’' 

Second. No great increase of the land revenue under the pre'?ent 
system need be expected. Tn opposition to the prevailing opinion, I 
think I may safely say that Kumnon is over assessed rather than unde r 
assessed ; that is, a large portion of the rent of land in the old occupied 
tracts is now taken by the .state ns bohh dejure i\nd r,7c/acfo landlord , 
and that though no actual hardship is experienced ; tliongli paup(*rism is 
unknown : though a puharree coolie is always better lodged and often 
better fed and clothed than a dcsee ryot ; and 
J.amlrovcnup not improve- general fooling of content and loyalty 

exists, still, I can perceive in the present status 
of affairs, no elements of increasing wealth, of which revenue will be tlio 
future sign and cxy>ression. In the ill-inhabited tracts, the low assessincnt 
is owing to causes which, except in the most insalubrious vallies, nia} 
give way before the march of population. But, as I fully believe that in 
the weli-inhabited tracts the revenue is paid by the people themselves 
more in the way of a capitation iax^ than any thing else, in the same 

♦ Note. --In this report no account of the several claHse.s of inhabitants has been 
attempted, but both the philology and ethnology of Kumaon are engaging my attention. 
the meanwhile, the division of the people into Brahmins. (1) Rajpoots, (2) ^ | 

Brahmins, (3) Khussia Rajpoots, (4) Soodra Khn.^sifis, (5) and Dorns or outcastes, is 
mentioned as being well marked and notorious, ^ 

T Note. — The Gypsum and Alum bods of the saliferous series of rocks at the foo 
the hills, may also some day, it is hoped, be brought into economic use. 

Note.— This is quite a different thing from the quantity and good quality of t e 
metalliferous deposits of which I have very little doubt. 

§ Note, It is far from uncommon for a man to request a decrease of hi* 

bec?iuse of the death or desertion of his wife of daughter. 
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rip(trec that the lisc improves in Kuttoor and Gungolue, will it in all pro- 
bability decline in Palee and Baramundel. 

Immigration from the plains is unknown. Disease within the hills 
thins and weakens the population much more than is geflerally known ; 
while the badness of the Goorkhalee Government on our frontier affords 
the only foreign cause and source of supply. 

Under these circumstances, those who look to the spread of the cul- 
tivated tea plant over these mountains as likely to change their financial 
position to the State altogether, and tA convert them into treasuries of 
surplus revenue, may not be far wrong. If this extension of the China 
herb be at first carried on in the way, I have pointed out in the preceding 
report, without disturbing present possessions, and thus exciting, mure 
than the ordinary and normal native disgust at 
Toa a probabJe valuable novelty, the present generation may yet 

' behold the now jealous occupants of rice and 

wheat field.i, humble applicants for tea seeds. 


Third. It would be out of place here to enlarge on the extreme 
, ,, , . iinpelicv in every point of view of isolating 

CiVneial European ooloni- ir j j r ^ 

zjtioa oi the hilid irnpracti- Europeans of the less educated classes on scat- 
ciiincaml uuadv^^able. tered poilits ill the mountains. This rnucli, how- 

ever, maybe asserted, viz.^ that, although horticultural pursuits at eleva- 
siiLiutioiiscan be followed vvitli^ileasure and prcht, agricultural labor 
out uf doors, cannot be performed by Europeans with safety to their 
health in any part of the hills, where (supposing the lands were not 
already occupied) agriculture could be made a means of livelihood and 
vaaiu : alsn, that in the case of fatnilies having the children European on 
hutli sides and placed in solitary mountain homes, any additional piiy- 
dcal strength of the offspring would, but poorly compensate for the 
mental degeneracy entailed by the loss of all christianizing, educating 
and civilizing influences. I forbear to dwell on the spectacle of degraded 
maiiiicis and morals which would in too many cases be presented to the 
i^urrounding native population, where the influence even of familg and 
/m/'ie would be wanting. 

Fourth, I wish to add, that, after all, in my humble opinion, cold 
, air, cold water, and facilities for healthy exercise 

K.-al beuefits of the hills , . ’ , .11/ 

E Europeans. and mnocont amusement, are tne uest resources 

^ Scinatai'ia, schools, canton- tlicse mountains wliich the European rulers of 
India, can open for their own beneflt ; that in 
endeavouring to procure these blessings for our countrymen of all chisses, 
enmhined with those of religion, education order, we shall host secure our 
nbjoct by increasing the number of sanatory stations, and cantonments, 
^nd by the formation uf schools, and invalid colonies, under military 
^'^cipliue and management, on all the higher ranges, which mag be 



642 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF KUMAON. 


conveniently situated in regard to access frmn the plains, and conse. 
quently to cheap and plentiful supplies. 

lu the interior of the hill provinces, at the several mines and tea 

European superinteudenta Plantations, a fow aotivo intelligent Europeans 
at mines and tea-nurseries might perhaps find beneficial employment, and 
iinpoitant. prove theiiiselves of use to the natives as instruc- 

tors and as examples of skill and industry. It would, however, be a 
matter of the most vital importance that the selection of these men should 
be made with the greatest care by their employers, whether Government, 
public companies or private capitalist, (should any such be found ven- 
turing on Himalayan enterprize ;) in fact, (and I cannot say more,) with 
as great care as was taken by Captain H. Drummond in his choice of Mr. 
Wilkin, the excellent comish miner, formerly employed at Pokreein 
Gurhwal. 

26. I have been enabled through the kindness of my friend 
Major Madden of the Artillery, to append to this Report a list of the 
principle agricultural products grov/n in Knmaon Proper. 


CEREALIA, LEGUMINOSCE, AND CRUCIFERCE. 
Rubbee Qrop. 


1 . Triticnm, vxdgare, 

2. Hordeum hexaatichon, 

3. Hordeum Coeleste, 

4. Pisum arvense, 

5. P>vum lens, 

6. Cicer Arietinum, 

7. Sinapis dicho toma, ... 

8. Sinapis glauca, 

0. Sinapis glauca, 


. . . Wheat, two varieties, . . . 
, . Barley, 

... Celestial barley, 

Field pea, 

... Vetch, 

. . . Gram, 

. . , Mustard, 

... (Roxburgh) ditto, 

. . (Royle) ditto, 


( o. ** Lalgehoon," bearded, 
< b. “ Daoodkhanee 
( beardless, (grain white.) 

Jow’' several varieties. 

** Ooa Jow.” 

Kulon.” 

** Musoor.” 

“ Chunna.” 

“ Lehta,” “ Luhota,” 

” Juria.” 

“ Kara.” 

" Daeen,” Dyin.” 

“ Laee.” 


The last three, especially No. 9, which is not included in Roxb : Fla. 
India, are largely grown as oil seeds. 


10. Sinapis ramosa, (Royle) Mustard, 

11. Sinapis nigosa, (Ditto) ditto, 


“ Burlaee,” 

J “ Badshahee” or " Bhotiys 
(. Laee.” 


Both cultivated as vegetables. „ 

( “ Raee,” Mukura Raee. 


12. Sinapis erijsimoides, 

(Roxb.) Mustard, 

1 “ Bunaruasee 

) much grown as ft 
( diment and medicine. 

124 . Limim nsitatissimiim. 

Flax, 

... Teesee,” " Ulsc®* 

18. Raphanus sativus, •... . 

Radish, 

... " Moollee.” 

14. Fceniculum panraorium, .. 

Fennel, 

... Sonp” '' Sonf.” 

15. Coriandrum sativum, 

Coriander, 

... “Dhuniya.” 

16. Anethum sowa, 

Dill, 

... ** Boa.” 

I 64 . Papaver Bomniferum, 

Opium, 

... “Posht” 
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Khurbee or Khurreef Crop. 


17. Oryza sativa, 

18 . Panicum italicum, ... , 

19 . Panicum frumentaceum, , 

20. Panicum miliaceiim, ... , 

21. Eleusine corocana, 

22 . Zea Maya, 

23. Amaranthus farinaceus, . 

24. ••• • 

25. Fagopyrum tataricum and, 

etnarginatum, 

2fi. Peri 11a ocimoides, 

27. Sesamum Orientale, ... 
27i. Sorghum, ... . 


28 Capsicum frutescens, 

29 Solanum iiiclongena, 

30 Solanurn tuberosum, ... 

31 Saochariim officinarum, 

32 Colocaai.i Himalenais, ... 

a. “ Pincluloo" . . 

b. ^^Gudeeree’* 

33 Dioscorca, 

34 Cannabis sativa. 


Rice, 

* I Millets, 

Indian Com, 

Amaranth, 

. > Buckwheat, 

‘ I Oilseed, 

Solanacece, (See. i&c. 


“ Dhan,” many varieties. 
f Konee,” Kunguee.” 

1 Mandira,” “ Jhoongura” 

1 Cheeifa,'' " Gandra.” 

( ** Mundooa,” '' Murhoa.** 

“ Mukayc,” " Bhootta.’” 

1 Chooa,” ^^Mursa,” 

j " Ramdanu,” '‘Bhuttoo" 
( of Bissehur. 

f Ogul,’’ P h a p h u r 
t Bhe.” 

f Bhungura,” 

• \ Till." 

. ‘^Jowar," Jeonoolee." 


“ Koorsauee." 

Baingun." 

Potato, A loo." 

Sugar c, an 0 , “ Rikhoo." 

Two varieties of edible Arum, " Ghweeya." 

. (white) Leaf called, ‘M\apur’’ 

(red) ditto called, Gabah." 

I ^ ‘ “aujoer" 

Hemp, BUung." 


Cucurhitaceoe. 


35 Monordica charantia, 

36 LufFa acutangula, 

37 Luffa i^enlandra, 

38 Cucurbita pepo, (Roxburgh.) 

39 Cucurbita maxima, 

40 Cucurbita citrullus, 

41 Trichosanthes anguina, 

42 Lagenaris vidgaris, 


43 Dolichos sinensis, 

44 Dolichos uniflorus, 

45 Dolichos catjang, 

46 Labia b cultratura, 

' 47 Soja hispida, (Dolichos Lignosus, Roxburgh.) 

48 Phaseolus Radiatus, ) 

(Roxburgh,) { 

49 Phaaeolus Mungo, 

Phaaeolus torosus, 

51 Trigonella foDnum-groecum, 

”4 Abclmoflchus esculentus, 

53 Gosaijpium herbaceum, cul- ) 

tivated in Bora Rao, &o., > Cotton, 

Ki about 45 JO feet, ... ) 

Hibiscus cannabina (in Bhabur,) 

S^yV^'^cca decandra, 

Zingiber ofificinalis, 

* Curcuma Kuchoor, 

58 Papyrus pangorei, 


Water-melon,... 

several kinds,... 
P ulsef (&c. 


r»nica granatum, 


" Kurela." 

« T.>rye." 

“ Gheea torye." 

' “ Petha" “ Bhoonja’* 

\ “ Kumhra." 

“ Gudooa" Kudoo." 

** Turbooz." 

** Chichinda.” 

Loukee," '‘Toomree," &c. 


Lobia." 

** Guhut" Koolthee." 

Ree-ensh” 3 varieties 
black, white and yellow 
" Souta.” 

“ Shgemee" in gardens. 

f “ Bhut" (Soy, Dolichos 
t Soja of Roxburgh.) 

“ Oord." 

Moong” (rare.) 

" Goorounsh." 

** Methee." SAg. 

“ Ram-toray." 

... "Kupas.” 

"Sunn.’» 

Jirrug.” 

"Ada" "Adruk." 

" Huldee." 

Motha," cultivated for 
the durable mats made 
from its culms. 

i '" Darim the pomegra- 
nate : the rind of the 
fruit is much exported. 
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Kkom J. H. batten. Esq., 

Settlement Officer, 

To G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq., 

Coiamis.no ner of Kumaoriy 

Dated Knraaon, the June 1840. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter and its enclosure from tlie Sadder Board, ou 
the subject of the Khewut papers in this province, I have the honor to 
inform you that I have attentively considered the matter, and if the Sud- 
der Board had not stated it as their decided wish that some definite rule 
should now be laid down, as to the mode of recording cliangi'S which may 
occur in village holdings and liabilities, 1 should certainly have coincided 
in the opinion given by yourself to the effect that we have no means 
available in this province for the periodical record of such changes. 

2nd. As, however, I have now been called n])on for a distinct opinion 
on this subject, I beg leave in the first place, to forward the translatiun 
of the pottah which under my new settlement is given to every village 
pudhan of a bliyacharah village, an<l to remark that much may be done 
towards effecting the object in view, if the district Collector shall act up 
as far as possible to the rules therein laid down ; enforcing them when- 
ever he may discover that they have been neglected or violated, I may at 
the same time ohsfirve that many of the pudhans in Gurhwal have proted- 
ed str<mgly against the injunction which compels them to keep a village 
account-hook. I have no reason to suspect that the majority of those 
who have thus protested, have any sinister objects to gain by this rub 
being neglected, — the real hret being, that they cannot read and wiitn, 
and, that in the absence of village accountants corresponding to the put- 
warrees in Hindoosthan, they have no adequate means of procunuj,' 
substitutes for that kind of village functionaiies. Under these cir- 
cumstances it is difficult to say, how the keeping of village accounts can 
be enforced, save by the district Collector rigidly refusing to listen to any 
claims preferred in the summary suit Court by any pudhan who cannot 
produce than in some shape or other, or who has obviously violate 
disobeyed any of the rules laid down in the pottah upon which he 
his suit. 
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3rcl. In Giirhwal, vvliere, on account of the contracted state of tlie 
population and the general absence of any money collections beyond in- 
dividual quotas of the Government revenue, and certain fixed duos to 
pudhans and tbolcedars, the only Khewiit papers are rollfe of payments, 
the sum total of which make up the Government revenue demand. 
Where, too, it has been found impracticable to prepare any field map, or 
other record, (save one mcu-ely nominal) of actual possessions, we have 
merely to determine in wliat manner tho. 2 >h nr d pliant 8, prepared by the 
communities and officially attested at the settlement, shall be periodically 
altered to meet the circumstances as they occur. You have yourself in- 
formed the Board of the objections which stand on the way of any record 
being allowed to he made merely through the agency of a thokedar, a 
vilkge pudhan, or an official district putwarree. I see no way of re- 
moving th('so objections (founded on tlu* general simplicity and ignorance 
of the hill people, and also on their clanship and jealousy, as afiectingthe 
thokedars and pudliaiis, and their hatred of all native officials, as affecting 
the putwarrees), save by fixing that the European district Officer, be the 
immediMtc director in all changes of the record. I would suggest 

timt annually between the date of the last rubbee kist, and that of the 
first kliurreef instalment (a period, at the hmst, of 5 months) the Collector 
should proclaim that in all villages where the pudhans and the people are 
fifireod, aud where no disputes exist, sav(* what may bo at once settled in the 
villages by themselves, the ]mdhans m\ist take an opportunity to confirm 
tho phnnts of the past year, or to make such alterations therein as the 
statf' of their communities may require, and to prepare new ones, without 
(lostroying the former ones, so that both may be produced, in case of a 
dispute n rising during the following year. In either case, that is, whether 
tbo old pli.int bo confirmed, or a now one be adopted, the signatures of 
the village shareholders, or the greater portion of tliem, must be affixed 
to the paper, and the pudhan may also, if he likes, add to this document 
any “ or written agreement given to him by the people of his 

j tillage showing tlnur eonsimt 'to the arrangements for the next year. 
Ihe Collector should also proclaim tluit in all village-s whore disputes 
or where there are contending factions headed by different pudhans, 
^I'colrl phant will be considered binding, unless before the first khiirreef 
^ist, on petitions being presented in the Court, the Collector shall have 
^f'dored the preparation of a new phaut, and such newly prepared phant, 
diail have been sanctioned by him, (because made in accordance to his 
orders passed on the petitions) and entered in his office before the date 
fd'ovG -mentioned. In case that date shall arrive before the settlement of 
^ matter, the old phant must be considered binding for the whole khur- 
and the new phant must take effect from the next nibbeo kist. 

, kind of order passed in accordance to the above plan in cases of dis- 
F‘to(l villages, should, I think, be entirely left to the discretion of the 
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district Officer : for, hia knowledge of the people, in any tract, and of their 
native officials, will enable him to judge whether the preparation of the 
new papers shall be left to the village punchayet superintended by the 
putwarree, or h clmprnssee, — whether the putwarree or chuprassee shall 
superintend the election of arbitrators among the neighbours of the dis- 
putants, atid take proper ikrarnaraahs and moochulkas from the parties 
disputing, and also attest the decisions made by the arbitrators ; — whether 
a canoongoe, or other official shall be deputed to the spot to investigate 
the matter, and bring the dispute to a conclusion ; — or, whether the Court 
itself shall try the case summarily as between plaintiffs and defendants 
and pass its own decisions. In the case of non-disputant villages, I 
W'ould not recommend that any copies of phants, be sent to the tehsil- 
daree or to the Collector's office. On a case afterwards arising, the 
settlement phant (of which copies exist in both offices) with the newly 
agreed to and attested roll, or the “ likkuf produced by the pudhan, will 
he quite sufficient documents on which to found the decision of any sum- 
mary suit. If the villagers in any case should wish the putwarree to 
attest by his seal and signature their own agreements of this nature, he 
should be enjoined to do so, waiting for orders, but in no way to interfere 
unless called upon by the people. But, where the villagers are at peace 
with their thokedar, his signature should always be affixed to the new 
phant. In the case of dispiitant villages, the Collector will keep one copy 
of liis sanctioned roll, in his own office, send one to the tehsildaree, and 
give one with his seal and signature to the pudhan. 

4th. In the above proposition you will perceive that my plan is to 
make a distinction between a private and a public alteration of village 
records ; and I do most decidedly deprecate any system which shall compel 
the village communities who are agreed among themselves to any publi- 
cation of their internal changes, previous to the occurrence of any dispute. 
In Kumaou, and the south eastern parts of Gurhwal, there are, I fear, but 
very few mehals in which the direction of the Government Officer in the j 
manner above proposed {i. e. after presentation of a petition) will not be 
found necessary. But so fully convinced am I of the impolicy of official 
interference with the villagers in the greater portion of the Gurhwal district 
(save what may be found actually necessary for the collection of revenue 
from the pudhans) that rather than impose upon any community the 
absolute duty of registering their periodical changes of holdings and liabili' 
ties (consequent on deaths, resignations, transfers, &c.) in addition to the | 
interruption of ordinary pursuits, excitement, and production of perhaps 
otherwise latent disputes, which the new settlement has unavoidably 
occasioned, I would prefer the total absence of all enforced records what- 
ever, and that the injunctions contained in ray pottah should rernaiJJ 
altogether a dead letter. Mr. Commissioner Traill must have been we 
aware of the difficulty of settling suits of the kind which we now 
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wummary v/ithout rent rolls of some description or other; and yet it was 
only petition of a well ascertained majority of the shareholders 

ill any estate, that he ordered a measurement of possessions and a recorded 
(jistribution of liabilities. Such petitions were on the whole very rare, 
considering the number of small villages under separate leases throughout 
the province, and in Gurhwal certainly not more than one village in 1 00 
possessed what they call a surkaree pliant.” In the preparation of one 
such phant Mr. Traill often changed, on the rojircsentation of the people, 
the superintending officer (generally a^mtwarree) three different times ! 
You are aware that in the ^^great measurement” of 1880Sumbut, indivi- 
dual holdings were not recorded but only an attempt was made to ascertain 
the ([uantity of land in all the nominal thokes, which made up the whole 
area of monzahs, I am now convinced that Mr. Traill dreaded a greater 
(kHU’ce of inconvenience and injury in the employment of native officials 
among the village-communities than he saw in any difficulties of the 
Courts, arising from their non-employment, or from the absence of any 
regular system of record. If, however no greater excitement of disputes, 
iior ollicial interference shall be hereafter allowed, than what naturally 
arises from the change of events, and the character of the people, I am of 
opinion that good and not evil will arise from the present settlement 
liaviiig enforced the first preparation of a village record, forming as it does 
tlio basis on which all future enquiries will be founded, and generally 
superseding the necessity^ of invesfigatums into records of a prior date. 
But, I would really anticipate great evil, if any sy.stem is introduced which 
by bringing the people into a compulsory contact with native officials, or 
oven with the Court of the European Officer, and by a fording j)erhodical 
opportunities of dispute, shall foster rather than discourage that unfortu- 
1 nato spint of clanship and mutual suspicion, which already prevails 
among the hill communities. 


5. In many parts of Knmaon, especially the Paloc district and 
Baraniundel, I shall, I believe, be able to procure the filling up of that 
culumii of the settlement phant heade<l “ Fractional Share,” which in 
tlie Gurhwal papers has been unavoidably left blank, for, in the for- 
^ner district many of the village.s are fully cultivated, the whole lands 
being iu the actual possession of parties, tvho know their rights ; or, 
^lecreo.s of Court exist to show what portion of a mehal belongs to 
each sharer, according as the lands, or, assamces, or the profits may be 
^hvided among the holders. I expect, too, that the phant which re- 
cords the amount of laud opposite the amount of Jiima payable by 
each shareholder, will be prepared by the people themselves in Kuma- 
much more accurately, than it has been by the Gurhwalees, with 
the aid of canoongocs and putwarrees wliom I instructed in the 
'auess of their preparation. As, also, there are in that district a 

Vol. II. 82 
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large number of villages held under a zemindaree tenure, a real 
assameewar phant, (not one merely of khaekur, or resident perma- 
nent assamees) will often be found among the settlement papers, and 
I shall take eare to provide rules by which the cases of airthan and 
other moveable assamees shall be met, for the time of settlement, and 
also with a view to future changes and contingencies. 

6th. My account of the Khewut papers in Gurhwal must, I am 
aware, be considered unsatisfactory by the Board of Revenue, if, after 
a consideration of the remarks which I have offered the necessity of 
a self-continuing system of ojfficially attested record is still insisted 
on, the disadvantages thereof being in their opinion counterbalanced 
by its benefits. Therefore, before closing this report, the principle 
of which is to recommend a largo reliance on the discretion of the 
European district Officers, and on the good working of the summary 
suit tribunals, rather than on any specific rules of practice previously 
laid down for general and continual adoption, I would most respectfully 
request that, in your own communication to the Board, you would sup- 
port iny statements by pointing particular attention to the following facts, 
quite independent of the moral character, and habits of feeling of the 
people, which last have, perhaps, been sufficiently represented and 
discussed. 

Ist. The absence, generally^ of •actual land measurements in tEs 
province. 

2iid. The existence of a fictitious measurement record, the off- 
spring of official guess-work. 

3rd. Consequently, the record of possessions (elsewhere one of the 
best prepared Khewut papers) here being, in general, merely nominal, 
and even when prepared by the villagers without reference to any 
fictitious area, >still incorrect, and unreal, because not founded on any 
exact and discoverable quantities. 

4th. The physical character of the country opposing much, or 
frequent communication between the village communities {many of which 
are often included in one malgoozaree management) among themselves ; 
— or, between them and their Government Officers. 

5th. The distance of numerous villages from their tehsildaree, 
and Sudder Office, in some cases amounting to 1 00 miles or 8 days, 
journey. 

Btli. The non-existence of village putwarrees, or of accountants 
corresponding to them. I 

7th. The very small number of village pudhans who can read | 
write. 
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8th. The difficulty of feeding, lodging, and carrying the baggage 
of, any person, such as a tehsildar, a canoongoe or a temporary ameen, 
when sent on deputation among the village,? in the interior. ' 

9th. The smallness of the public establishments compared (not 
with the amount of revenue but) with the number of villages in the pro- 
vince (nearly 10,000) and the number of square miles (nearly 11,000) 
over which the hamlets are scattered. 

10th. The accumulation of business devolving on the local official 
putwarrees, each of whom, on a salary of Rupees 5 per mensem, has to 
collect, about Rs, 3,300 revenue per annum in four different instalments 

from about 100 villages widely dispersed over a mountainous country, 

to superintend inquests and investigate, and report all accidents, offeaUs 
and crimes,— to attend on camps with coolies and supplies, a matter, in 
some puttees, of frequent requisition,— to investigate, and furnish state- 
ments on all points referred to him by the CivU and Criminal Courts, 
and by the tehsildar, —and to carry into effect all orders as to local 
execution of decrees emanating from the nazir ! 

nth. The unfitness of the talooqdars, called seeanas, kumeens, 
Iworhas, &c., but generally thokedars, for the compulsory duty of attest- 
ing and superintending changes of record, because, though highly useful 
to the native officials as assistants and to the village pudhans as arbitra- 
tors, they and their brethren are themselves pudhans of some villages, 
liavc disputed interest in many others, and are rarely at peace with.^or 
respected by, all the communities over which they preside. 


Kumaon : 

Settlement Office, 
The let June, 1840. 


I 


I have the honor to be, &c., 

J. H. BATTEN, 

SettU'nunt Officer. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Deed of llevemte Engagement, or Malgoozaree Pottah, granted to Blr 
Singh malgoozar of mouzah Bimola, Puttee Tula Tekhon, Per, 
gunnah Baramundel, Zillah Kumaon, 

Wbei eus on the revision of the new settlement, the shareholders of 
your village and yourself having tendered an application or durkhast to 
hold the above named village for 20 years commencing from 1896 to 
1915 Sumbut, (khurreef and rubbee harvests inclusive) and for the same 
to pay an annual revenue of Rs. 202 exclusive of saver collections, viz. 
Abkarree, Bhuttee Khyra, <fec., and an ikrarnamah from the said share- 
holders, consenting to the pottah being granted to you, having also been 
received ; — therefore this pottah (subject to the confirmation ot the Sad- 
der Board) has been granted to you, confirming the engagement entered 
into by you to pay an annual revenue of Rs. 202, and, conformably to 
the kists detailed below, you will pay regularly the amount of each kist 
to the tehsiklar or putwarree of your pergunnah, and take receipts for 
the same ; and until new arrangements or liabilities occur, and the pre- 
paration of a new rent-roll, you will, according to the pliant, collect the 
revenue now agrc'ed to, by each shareholder, and that not, till the klst 
becomes due : nor, are you to collect ti^o kists at one time. If any share- 
holder or cultivator is in default, in paying his share of the revenue at 
the appointed kist, that amount you will claim by a summary suit in tliu 
Court. After one month of a new year elapsing, no claim for arrears ot 
revenue for the past year, will be admitted in the 001111 as a suinmaiy 
suit. You will enjoy all the rights and privileges of land, and other fee 
as “ huq-pudhannee” given to you by the free will and consent ot the 
shartholders, and cultivators, but in no ways will you make any undue 
exactions, nor otherwise tyrannize over the assamees. On the occasion ot 
any shareholder or cultivator emigrating, or any one dying without heir, 
and tlie lands of such falling out of cultivation, you will, with the conjoint 

aid and advice of the residents of the village, make arrangements for their 

being cultivated, and according to the lands cultivated by each party, you 
will collect the revenue. All the village accounts of Government revenue, 
the customary fees of the pudhan, the dues of shareholders, the 
thee or rent fiom sirthan assamees, and the collections from pae* 
kasht assamees, either in kind or money, should be recorded; for whici 
purpose you must keep a book detailing the above, as accounts occur fioui 
time to time ; for all disagreements and disputes of village parties, will e 
settled })y reference to that account book. If any one proposes to cultivu i' 
a tract of land which has been lying waste for a long period, you will 
the consent of the shareholders allow it to be cultivated, and when hroug J 
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to :i tiiir state of cultivation, you will include it in the rent roll, and make a 
new phant, or divisional statement with the consent of the shareholders • 
For undivided land.s when cultivated, by any paokasht assamees or others,' 
von will collect the rents ari.sing therefrom, and you must Account for the 
s;Miic to the shareholders who will settle their claims for dues, &c with you 
Regarding other undivided cultivated lands and the revenue accruin- there- 
on ; you will from time to time report to the Collector’s office, and without 
giving 6 months’ previous notice, you will not increase the junm of such 
huiils. All decisions of disputes regarding the boundary lino of your vil- 
l:,g« which has been now settled, are to be considered final ; you are not to 
put a stop to any long existing custom of adjacent villagers taking firewood 
tinilwr, grass and grazing their cattle, &c., within your boundary. All’ 
Mipplies and coolies which are prescribed from your vil'lago, you will accord- 
ing to ordor.s, furnish. You are to keep the roads in repairs, and take 
im asiiivs for the forwarding of public letters .sent through your village, and 
ivport all heinous crimes, viz., murder, theft, &c., committed in your vil- 
lage, immediately to your thokedar, seoana, putwarree or tlianmular. 


Khiureef Kints. 

Kiitiii Iftt t(> 15th Nov., ((p, 4 .an. Ihs, 50 -8, 
lat to 15tli Dec,, (if) 4 at^. Rs, 50 -8. 


Rnhhce Kisfi<, 

From l,«,t to 15tli May, (aj 4 a.s. Rh, 50-S. 
„ 1st to loth June, @ 4 iw. Its, 50 8. 


True Translation, 

J. H. BATTEN, 

Svttlevient Officer. 
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No. 28. 

From H. M. ELLIOT, Esq., 

Secretary to the Sudder Board of Revenue, 
North Western Provinces, Allahabad. 

To G. T. LUSHINGTON, Esq., 

Commissioner of Kumaon, 

Dated Allahabad, the \0th July, ISIO. 

Sir, 

I am desired by the Sudder Board of Revenue, North Western 
Provinces, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 21, of the 11th 
June, forwarding an original report from Mr. Batten, the Settlement 
Officer of Kumaon, on the subject of the preparation of the Khewnt 
papers : and in reply to inform you that the Board s especial object is, to 
obviate aFike the necessity for, and the practice of official interference 
with the internal concerns of the mouzahs, and to induce the habit of 
self-government in as a community. But without some record of inter- 
nal arrangements as evidence of the nature and fulfilment of the various 
relations mutually existing among the members of the community, it is 
not easy to say how these cases can be met, in which (as must occur) a 
necessity for the interference of authority may arise. 

2nd. The Board understand the Settlement Officer’s view to be, 
to attempt no compulsory arrangement, but to enforce the keeping up 
accounts by invariably refusing all assistance on the part of Government 
Officers to levy dues where accounts are not produced, and to maintain 
the record by giving public notice that the phant drawn up at settlement, 
will be invariably acted on, till the Collector has sanctioned a different 
one, — leaving it to the Collector, whenever application may be made for 
his sanction to an alteration of the phant, to adopt such mode of satisfy- 
ing his own judgment regarding the propriety of the proposed change, as 
to him and his controlling superior may seem meet. 

3rd. Under the circumstances stated by Mr. Batten and confirm- 
ed by your own opinion, this appears to the Board to be all that can 
be obtained without losing sight of the principle of avoiding externa 
interference ; and they, therefore beg that you will cause the above pnn- 
ciple to be acted on, and that you will make it the aim of your ad- 
ministration to lead the people on *to record in the district office 
arrangements formed by the municipalities, so as to enable us to admits 
ter their concerns according to their own usages. 



APPENDIX. 


653 


4fch. The Enclosures of your letter are herewith returned, 
having been retained for record. 


Copies 


SuDDER Board op Revenue, 
N. W. P., Allahabad, 
The \0th July^ 1840. 


i 


I have the honor to .be, &c., 

(Sd.) H. M. ELLIOT, 
Secretary, 




UrXJSSARY 


OF T K It M S IN USE AMONG T H E 

HILL VILLAGE COMMUNITIES. 


PART 1. 

THINGS AND PERSONS CONNECTED WITH THE TENURE OF LAND. 


— Pi’opc'rty iji tlu* .soil, <lei’ivo<I through 
KoaoI gKiiit, iinmeiJion.al [lo.shOgHioji, or 
parchiG-^o. 

Thdttnhi.- Propriftor of tho Hull. 

J{ 6 t-- Ciaiit of laiul »»u tlio field of buttle for 
Miljiary evploiLn. 

j)itto ditto to tho lioir of lOie killed 
111 battle 

■' Co pareoiKuy ."li.iro of a t»iopi iotor. 

I II K ) 

y/i, s''i7fyfO'.— (’o')).ire(Miary ]iropriotor. 

ditto. 

I d.vwt' ) • 

/i'//rb W/'/t - Heied'taiy family .sh.iro. only 
orcasioiially apjilied to the whole co-par- 
ot naty ti'iinre of a a illage 
liiti/iii }nn iih — A tcim bonoAAod from the 
pUins, tl, noting tin* cu)-p.ireen.'ii y tenure 
when loiiibined \Mth .u-tnul diviHioii of 

among the ett p.xi cem'r.s. 

Zfihiiidur,- Ctneiie fomi tor afl agricul- 
tuii'.la exct'pt I’lahininH on tin* oiu* hand, 
and Iicnas (nnL-ea-ti.s) on the other, 
iJiiq Zt )ni/n(un(\ ] I'einiti rtcmitly intro- 
MaUknna | dueedfi(»in the plums 

ex])ref>.s lli.ssadari'e duet', and more eom- 
liiniily dues puj able to a hinglo ]irop^' ietor. 

Land kept by a ])roprietor in his own 
iiands. 

-Ditto ditto, 

f -CrcjAAii hands kept by the Eoytil family 
ID their own hands. 

OuKleii lands belonging to the Go- 
vernment. 

““•'^Gparnte nominal divihion of a co- 
parcenary proj)! ietary community, — a clan. 
oi'zah. N'uiniiial revenue term for a vil- 
lage, 

Uv/re.— The chief village named in 
the Pudhan’s iK.ttrdi. 

(^icaA AiUo/er. - All the villages, great or 
^ “a * and all the separate lands w-ith or 
1 hont hamlets, which are included in 

^'».-Sanio as Dakhileo. 


Thol-e, ) 

Dliurra or ^ Seixarate divisions in a mouzah. 
'J'liurra. ) 

Dliurra . — Also a hill faction or party, 
Chhautn — 'I'he undivided common land of a 
\ illage, also undivided Hi.ssiduree land, 
l^unjinjHlIuc , — J >ltto <lltto. 

Mao. ) A family; the several families 

M<jxiui,ia. j composing a village comrau- 
iiity, 

din fc. — Mortgage, pledge. 

Vdf. ) 

lUitntnl'. > Ditto ditto. 

r//a. ) 

D/idl BhOl. '-Foreclosure of a mortgage, also 
a bftolute purchase, 

Khun rd-dar — Furchnser of land m a village. 
Jayar.- tJr.mt of land, revenue free, 

Manfre. Do. do , (lo.ss eomnionly used). 
rira . — Floe of re\onue burden 
Bukra -- BurdeiRsl with rcAumne {).iymcnt8. 
Khdha . — Ditto ditto (nnroinmon) 

Goi/iii - Grant of luiul, icAenne fice for a 
religions endowment. 

Dntt - -Any gift of land. 

Bwla-hurt — (Jrantof lands for the purpose 
of providing for the perpetual distribution 
of bunl .at certain fixed sjxd.s to pilgrims. 
f>Iinrui-itatf.~- Gift upon gift of l.aiui. 

Xankar. — Kent-free tenure of land on ac- 
count of service to Government in lieu of 
P-D’- 

Brita . — Tenure of l.and hold by Brahmins. 
K(kh /)Vr7n.- -Absolute gift of land to a 
Brahmin granted at an eclipse or other 
saeiid occasion. 

Maiut-Chau'ul — Kent-free grant for life. 
Bnni'ulp — (lift of land, &o,, by vow\ 

Uhnrea Majetdar . — Holder of revenue free 
land 

Bairulh. — Taking po.saesaion of land formal- 
ly (from Bixirukh, a kind of Jhondee or 
landmark-flag.) 

^‘ukhnl } land. 

Ldyntf \ Exixenses incurred in cultivation, 

Ldg. ) Iruilding. irrigation, 

Vnl II. eSH 
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Toot . — Loss to landholder in payment of 
revenue. 

(7oo a wA.— Profit to ditto in ditto. 

Pudkan. — The person holding the revenue 
engagement (poftah) with Government 
either by his own right, or by election of 
the His^dars. In communities divided 
into clans, each division elects its own 
Pudhan as manager ami collector of reve- 
nue, and all the Pudhans are both jointly 
and separately responsible for the whole j 
revenue, except where an authoritative se- 
paration of responsibilities has taken pla#B. 
Ma^goozar. — Do. do. (less common.) 

Huq Pudhanee. — llemnneratiou of the Pud- 
han in laud and dues, or either. 

Pottah Pudhancharee, ) The deed from the 
Do Malgoozaree. ) Government 

District Officer held by the Pudhan, set- 
ting forth his liabilities, duties, due.s, Ac. 
Pud/ta n-Khangce. — DitU^ ditto. 

Hiiq Pud/utncharee.—[yitto ditto also applied 
to the office of Pudhan. 

/efAooHd.— (Right of the elder),— term ap- 
pUed' to the land held by a Pudhan wlu'se 
office has been always heretiitary in his 
family. 

Ghur Puf/Aan.— Privately appointed manager 
of a zemindaree village, or village with 
absentee proprietors. 

TAoitdrir.— Ministerial Officer, generally here- 
ditary, appointed or coniirined by, the rul- 
ing power, to manage police and purvey- 
ance duties in, and to exercise a general 
Buiierintendenoe over, a varying number of 
villages, of one or more of which the said 
Thokdar is also ordinarily, but not necos- 
sarilv, a Pudhan. , . , , i 

Tholcdaree Po^M/t.— The official title deed 
held by the Thokdar from Govei nmont, 
giving the names of his villages, and point- 
ing out his duties an<l his foes for the 
same. The pottah reiiuires a regular 
authoriUtive renewal at each vacancy, (by 
tlie Comiiusnioju'.r) and oco^ionally the 
voice of the people is heaid for or against 
iiarticular uoininutioii.'' and successions. 

Iliiq Thohlaree, ) The fees legally paya- 
Dusloor Thokduree. j ble to the 1 bokdar 
by the several Pmlhans of his villages. 
Seeana, ) Unofficial names applied to the 
Kumren, } I’bokdars in different Ijarts of 
Poorha. ) the Province, who are men of 
old and high families. 

JIuq or DiMtoor, ) Miscellaneous dues, re- 
Seeanrharec, f seinbliug, but generally 

Kumeencfuirec, i in excess of, Uuq 

JBoorho^haree. ) Thokdaree, and levied 

by the abovenameil characters accorduig 
to old customs and mutual consent. 
Per^rawwoA.— Principal nominal division of 
a country. 

Nominal divi.sion of a Pergunnah. 
Patwaree.—A modern term for the Govern- 
ment Ministerial Officer in charge of one 
or more Puttees, and paid by a petty 
monthly salary. 


Da/fwrec.— Record Officer, Registrar of an- 
cient rights, corresponding to Canoongoe. 

Cunoongoe. — Ditto ditto, a modem term. 
The present Canoongoes are paid by fixeif 
monthly salaries consequent on the re- 
sumption of their Nankar lands. 

Negee. — Any Government servant. 

jVggr. — Dues for service. 

/TAfitf/fcar.— Old occupant non-proprietary cul- 
tivator, not unfrequently the descendant 
of a ThAtwAn who was superseded by a 
new grantee, (name derived from to 

eat, OfUd royal revenue, that is, he 

may enjoy the land so long as he pays the 
revenue). 

K y'n^e. —ytiH&al tenant permanently attached 
to the soil, and piiying rent to the heir of 
the proprietor v/lio first settled him on the 
lands ami established him as “ adscriptus 
glebue.” The Kynee differs from the Khae- 
kur in his greater dependency on indivi- 
duls, and generally his greater burden in 
rent. This class of tenants is fast being 
merged into that of Khaekurs. 

Sirtee. — Rent paid by a tenant to the person 
whose land he cultivates or occupies — 
Sirtee is generally in cash and of small 
amount. 

Sirtan, ) Cultivator paying sirtee {jcr 

(AsmineelS bcesee or per nalee. ’ 

Pai’kaMy ) A non-proprietary cultivator 

(AssameeJ.) from another village, paying 
according to the terms agreed upon be- 
^ tween himself and the owners of the land. 
Undivided village lands under the manage- 
ment of the Pudhan, and separated lands 
distant from the homestead, are generally 
let out to Paokaslit assamees. 

Ndlee, ) Ploughman, gerienilly a Dom, for- 

Iltdeea. ) merly a sliti'e together with all 
the members of his family, now a Htn'tod, 
but often hereditary and remunerated by 
food, clothing and land rather than by 


wages. 

Kh and eta. -The rent-free land given by their 
masters to Hdlfts. Jlence also, the namu 
of the latter “ Khundelooa Assamees.” 


Kotdh 

Puhree, 

Melda 


IHUUr 1 — 

) Message-taker, atul “ man of ail 
work" for the Thokdar and 
(liar. } Pudhan ; also, where required, 
village (Jhowkeedar or w^atchman, generally 
remunerated by one nalee of grain 
harvest from each Mao or family ef r e 
village. Puhrees are rarely found out o 
pergunnah Palee, and tfiere they are pecn 
liar to the large Thokdaree circles. 

ook/nm Doa/ice.— Any householder in a vil- 
lage who “ lives at ease” and has noting 
to do with the village, lands and lia 
ties, Ac. 

tukum.— Revenue or rent. 

'out . — Rent paid in hind ( or g^il 

to custom and the quality of 
(“ Adheer,” “ Tekoot,” Ac). 
ugoolee . — Another name for iirtee> P® 

money rent. 
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phai-htr, 1 Petty rent in kind paid to the 
Khaja. J land owner; often almost a 
ppper-com rent. 

Sdg ) Ordinary and extraordinary 

W , , i^(/ > dues paid to Thokdars, Pud- 

PceJca Bhet. ] bans and Hiflsadare by Khae- 
kurs and other tenants of laiid, correspond- 
ing to Nuzzurana in the plains. They con- 
eist chiefly of ghee, vegetables and the 
like. 

A— Occasional personal service in the 
fields and buildings of a superior. Beth 
plonghings for the Thokdars and Pudhan’s 
own lands are common. 

Jiheenee, 1 Personal attendance by Kynees 
Khepnee ) on a superior in his joumies 
and ceremonies, involving cooly labor, 
and unremunerated save by food, now 
voluntary, but far from unusual. 


Gheeokur . — Pasturage tax formerly an item 
in the Government demand. Now the 
petty present of milk, duhee and one pie 
^r head of cattle, paid^to village Hissadars 
by parties who pasture their herds within 
the boundaries of others. 

Government pasturage tax still 
collected in the Bhabur or Terrai perirun- 
nahs. ® 

Burdauk. 1 The furnishing of porters 
(Burdaaht). V and the purveyance of 
Cooly-Goodam. ) food to Government Offi- 
cers, Troops, and European travellers in 
general, remunerated by wages and prices. 
(Monmree ddk, ) The passing on of letters, 
-Ditto Chul an. ) goods, prisoners, treasure 

Ac., village by village without remuneration 
and on the responsibility of the Pudhan of 
each village. 



PART 11. 

SELECTION OF TERMS CONNECTED WITH LOCALITY, 
IMPLEMENTS, QUANTITY, &c. 


Tholce, ) Separate division of land in a vi4- 
Sar, > lage, each bearing a separate 

Tanna. ] name. 

jSVcm.— Irrigated land. 

Ooperaon . — Upland unirrigated land. 

Teiloo . — Sunny land. 
iSe^o.— Shady land. 

J/MZa.— Great, upper, large. 

Tula. — ^Little, lower, small. 

Khet — A field 

Gurkoo . — A field in a hollow. 

Poongra, ^ 

I Names for fields according 
I 1''^ situation, shape, Ac. 

Gurra, Ac. Ac. J 
Pagar, ) 

Beerh or Beerha, > Terrace wall of fields. 
Paira. ) 

Koollo. — Water-course in hills. 

Goal. — Water-course in the Bhabur. 

Bdn — Dam of water-course. 

Gurhee, 


Gurh. 


^ Fort, fortress. 


Ijjar . — Poor forest land periodically cleared 
for tillage. 

Man . — Ditto ditto. 

Keel . — Ditto ditto, in Qurhw'al. 

Banja. — Fallow. 


Seemar, j 
a, } 


Swampy land. 


Ganja, 

Seem. ) 

Jkadda . — A river swamp in the Bhabur. 
Gao-ckur. — Land loft waste for pasturage. 
Thoola. — Big, great. 

Nano. — Sm^l, little. 

Goth, 

Cattle shed. 




KKurrvJc, 

Guar. 

Khor. — Sheep-pen on the mountains. 
Bun . — Forest w'ood, grassy' country. 
Jungul. — Waste, thorny, low wood. 

I 

Rdj-rasta . — High road. 

Bata. — Path. 

Oullee . — Narrow path, pass. 

JDhoora . — Very high mountain range. 
Danda . — High mountain ridge. 

DAar. — Ridge or spur. 

mountain. 

Dhak , — Plat open crest of a mountain* 
Kanta . — Peak of a mountain. 


^oonga | (fort-like). 

'Teeha or Tcepa. —Peak. 

Tibrec or -Small peak. 

Pakka.— Side of a hill, 

Rela — Cultivated side of a hill. 

Kurkura — Bare .side of a hill. 

Bhel . — A precipice, 

Kuphur. — Steep and rocky side of a hill. 
Kurala. — Slopy side of a hill ending in a 
precipice 

Paira — Landslip, avalanche. 

Sen or Sairta. — A lawn, 

Bagark.— h'ht land near a river. 

] Good land. 

w'Zroo. I ^o«oont. 

Wukaloo. j Ascent. 

Khan, / t • 

Kha„„ee. ( 

niikecna. -A cleft, .a pass. 

Oarh. — A river glen. 

Gudera, ) * , . 

Gudna. | ^ ravino with water, 

Roula. — A torrent path. 

Rao —A torrent path in Bhabur. 

Kudd, ) ^ , 

Gair, j steep side of a hill. 

Kol . — A ravine. 

Chirra. — Water fall. 

Chincharra —Water fall in Gurhwal. 

Goon. — A village. 

Doomm'a, i Part of a village inhabited by 
Doomtola. \ Dorns and low castes. 
Khola, 

Bakul. j rows of houses in a village. 

Punchnikkee, ) 

Ohut. (Water Mill. 

Tal, 1 A lake, also a dried up lake or 
Tukto. j pond. 

Pokhur.- A pond, reservoir. 

Noula — A covered ivell, covered spring. 
Baofee. — Ditto ditto, (loss common). 

JDharra . — A spout at a spring. 

Jhar. — A spring. 

Ghat. — A river ford. 

Ghattee. — A mountain pass. 

Khul — Ditto. 

Pathar.-^A rock, stone. 

Boonga.-^A stone. 

Putalee.—A elate. 

i>a«cc.— Quartz, white rock. , 

Bwjooua.- -Resting distance for a loadeu 
cooly ; about half a mile. 
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plough. 

AVaora. —Plo ugh-share. 

__A weeding instrument. 

Aorfrt/.— Larger ditto. 

[)a(ol<i^- - A sickle. 

J)tirie€ahi.—A harrow. 

J hole. 

Jote - Yoke (rope). 

Jooa.-Yoke (wood). 

I An axe. 

Koolharee. ) 

Hole in the threshing ^oor for husk- 
iiig grain. 

(Ihrecalu — Ditt-o ditto, in Gurhwal. 

Moos^ul, ) pestle or polo for pounding and 
(fujiala. j husking grain in above. 

hulh’, I Threshing floor. 

Kvlkean. ) 

Ploughing cattlo. 

(ihur, I 

Uonke. ) 

-.(jardcii plot close on the house. 
PhooJacc — Plower garden. 

} Lpper verandah. 

iidth —Lower room generally devoted to cattle. 
(hth null —Lower verandah, 

Ti wn) rce. Front room, open hall of reception. 
K'ifne, I . 

I A room. 

Pakha . — Roof. 


terrace in front of a house* 

} Yards close to the house. 

NaUe, in Kumaon, ) Me^iire of land, derived 

Patha, in Gurhmil, ) from a measure of a 
capacity equal to about 2 seers of grain ; or 
quantity which is supposed capable of sow- 
ing the land (mde Reports in loco). 

Beesee. — 20 nalees or pathas. 

Jhoola. — A number of beesees varying from 
6 to 18 according to the tenure of the grant 
*oi land, &c., (mde Traill’s Report in loco). 

Ag . — Similar to a beesee. 

Alee. — A number of Beesees less than Jhoola, 
(mde Traill’s Report). 

Delka. — Similar to a nalee or patha. 

Peraiee. — Sixteen nalees. This term repre- 
sents both quantity of land, and actual pro- 
duce. 

Boon. — Ditto ditto in Gurhwal. 

Mana. — Foui th part of a nalee. 

Reendce.— Similar to a beesee. 

/proportional parts of 

Dugance, die. i-c. ( 8 ’'“" 

Gula, ' % 

Un, 

Unaj, }- Grain produce. 

Oopaj, 1 

Paidawaree. ) 




KUMAON. 


ERRATIA. 

page 559 Para. 2 line 2 read in for on. 

,, 661 „ 7 line 5 read Jhullut for Thullut. 

„ 565 „ 6 line 9 read will a/fer district. 

„ 565 „ 7 line 6 read Maharaaree for Mahomaree. 

679 line 28 read severalty for separancy. 

„ 579 line 28 read hia for has. 

„ 5S3 ,, 27 read Khaekuree for Khaekwiee. 

1)^0 „ 30 7rad bant /or Bhnt. 

„ 5'^9 „ 34 r(?ao? huk /or buck. 

„ 589 ,, 30 I'ead khaeckura for khaeekuns. 

„ 591 ,, 1 8 rt’ofJ settlements /«r settlement 

„ 591 at foot note read ^T^Kfor 
,, 591 ,, rfiad Kutyoor for Kutpoor. 

,, 592 „ 1 3 pluillol /or phollol. 

M 592 ,, 1 7 Sooa /or Looa. 

V 604 ,, 5 read sunny for Sunnee. 

605 „ 3 read Deo ridge for Deoridge. 

„ 607 „ 4 read Khyrua for Khymo. 

607 „ 25 read Khutsaree /or Khotsanee. 

619 /ine 7 read Kat-ke Nao-Zor Kat-ke Rao. 

M 620 line 38 read Muzkooreo for Mujkooree. 
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REPORT 


ON THE 

SETTLEMENT OF THE DISTRICT 

OE 

DEHRA DOON 

By a. ROSS, Esq. 

Superintendent of that District. 

Lfdev No. no o/ 1850, dated Dehra Boon, 12/A June 1850, address- 
ed to the Coimnissioner of the Firsts or Meerut lJioisio7i. 

Sir, 

i rcgrot tliat, lu spite of every effort on my part, I have been pre- 
voiitcd, from various causes, from earlier sub* 

Inlioduction. . , i i 

mitting my report on the revisicm ot settlement 
of ilic Doon ; althougli the settlement operations were all brought to a 
cl()S(5 liolbre the end of the year The principal cause of this delay 

lias l)C(.*n the urgent necessity which arose towards the close of that year, 
of iiumediate attention to the affairs of the hill pergunnah of Jounsar 
Jkvvur, which not only entailed upon me a long tour in that remote dis- 
tnCt (luritig tiie early part of the cold weather, but, by obliging me to 
devote all iny leisure time, for many months after my return to the Doon, 
to the [)r('paration of a report on the settlement of that perguiiuali, coin- 
plotely distracti'd my attention from the less pressing, though equally 
iiiiportaiit matters of the Doon settlement. 

2. My Jounsar S('ttlenient report, you will recollect, was uot des- 
patched until tlie first May last, since which time, as I have already on 
^aiotluT occasion explained, the heavy duties of my Civil Court during 
the hot weather and rains, and the pro]>aiation of my annual revenue 
^statements, this year more than usually complicated, have left lue but 
little leisure. 

3. I have at length, however, the honor to submit a full Report on 
the icvision of the Settlement of the Doon, which, although originally 
^^lalei taken in conformity with instructions contained in letter of Secretary 

Government No. 21)3,* dated 22nd January 184?5, was not effectually 
^‘RiUneiiced, agreeably to the amended instructions contained in His Honor 
^|^^_^i‘-iiteijant Governor’s note of "f'Oth April 1847, until the 1st May 
* Vide Appendix A. t Vide Appendix C. 

Vol. II 84 
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1847. The measure then entered upon, will, I trust, be found to Itave 
been conducted tliroughout strictly in accordance with the variouij 
instructions from time to time issued for the guidance, either of niy 
predecessor or myself. 

4. J have accompanied the present report with a set of statements, 

numbered 1 to 13, to which 1 shall have occasion 
Statements Avliicli {vccotiipa- refer ill the com so of my observations, as I 

treat of the various subjects to which they seve- 
rally relate. Of these, the first t.hre(3 form a portion of the usual state- 
ments directed to be submitted with every settlement report ; the re- 
maining 10 being statements specially relating to the measures on winch 
I have been engagcnl, and intended to elueidate points peculiar to the 
agricultural and hscal condition of this jiartiaily reclaimed distiict. Of 
the usual statements prescribed for submission, on the otlnu’ hand, I have 
purposely omitted two, as inapplicable to my ojieiatiuns, viz., tie village 
statements hi and the Police stabnnent ; the reasons for which 

will be explained hereafter in their proper place. 

5. I’hc net juma of the first year of the revised setthnnent, or the 
year 1848-40, is Ps. 20,770 ; that of the thirtcentli and last year, or 
1800-61, will be Rs. 28,110, ( statement No. 2, appended to this 
report,) the former exc’Ci'ding the not annual juma, actually realized 
during the first seven and a half years of the current or twenty yeais 
settlement, by Rs. 1,500, as wdll b*e observed by a comparison of 
statements Nos. 2 and 0. 

6. I shall now proceed to describe in detail the measures which 

have been in operation for the revision of the 

Former svbt.em of Assessment j^^.ttloment of the Doon siiico the 1st Februai'Y 
reviewed. 

1847, the date on which they were resumed 
in conformity wdth the Board’s instructions contained in their Secretary s 
letter No. 310 of the 20th November bSBi, after an intermission of 
nearly two years. But before doing so, it wall, I think, be of advan- 
tage to take a rapid review of the various systems of assessment, 
which have prevailed in the Doon since it first carno under the British 
rule, with the view of tracing the causes, whicli led to the radical 
change in the tenures of land introduced at the ten years’ settlement 
of 1830, the result of this thorough change, and the steps by which 
at length the zeniindarec tenures, now believed always to have e.xisted 
in the Doon, have been gradually and completely re-established. 

7. From the records of my office, it appears that for the first year 

and a half after the Doon came into the pos- 
Government, the revenue 

was collected Icham ; then followed the settle- 
ments for short periods, of 1816, 1820, and 1825. The principle of ah 
these settlements was the same, and, I think when strictly examin®^’ 
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^ill be admitted to hav^e partaken more of the character of a zemindaree 
settlement than any other. 

a As poitited out by the Hon’ble Mr. Shore in hi.s letter dated 
Th iory of land tennreH the 15th December 1M25, tlie* theory of land 

‘I'e Doon was similar to that still 
acknowledged in the neighbouring hill territo- 
ries. The Government of the day wa.s, according to this hill theory, 
the zemindar or proprietor of all land, the per.son.s engaging for the 
revenue of the village, whether one. or several, being called theeka- 
(lar.s or contractors, who were, not acknowledged to . po.sse.s.s any indefea,si- 
ble rights in the land they cultivated, and the revenue of which they 
p'lid. That this theory was carried out in jn-actice under the late 
native Governments in the hill states i.s well known. It was by no 
im-aii.s an uncommon practice with the hill rajahs arbitrarily to eject 
the old zeniin.lars and confer the land upon perfect .strangens, who 

were agun liable m their turn to be ejected at the caprice of the 

KGVcrei'j^ii j)ower. 

1). But such practices only proved the unlimited extent and 
imsponsilde nature of the powers posse.s.sed by the hill .sovereicm.s and 
the consequent insecurity of property, and by no means established 
the fict, that there were no subordinate rights connected with the land 
which posse.ssed value, and on which long pre.scriptiori would, under 
a more oquitiblo and beneticeut rule, have conferred the character of 
|)oniiau(>nc>^ find inviolability. 

ID. It was surely therefore very ftxr from sound argument to 
«-c.t h.at, heeauso the rude native hill princes, whom we succeeded 
oluiued full zemmdaroe rights in all land even to the extent of imic- 

y -l«>yiiig to their subjects, however long they mav have been 
w'h.shel on the Ian, I, any rights more valuable than tho.so of 
ciuats at will, the British Government were, therefore, justified iu 
I'' mg loin the conr.se followed by them in all other parts of the 
•Mmiiy, I, y either resuming themselv<>.s, or transferring to an entirely 
w class, rights and privileges fou.id to have been already appropriat- 
‘•'1, and long enjoyed by others. J' PB P t 

11- dhat, except when arbitrarily disregarded by the native 

Tiwkodars thu .cal zemiu- of their irresponsible 

unlimited power, subordinate proprietary 
Dqj,,! , . rights posse.ssing much value existed in the 

nears t n" good reason to doubt, and it ap- 

ilars of pnictically the rights possessed by the theeka- 

Althoi.f t ^ under the first three settlements were of this description 
•iaree 7 with a theory whicii acknowledged no zemin- 

ihese theek^aT'^’^'^'^’^^ Z ^ sovereign, 

icadars could not of course enjoy the title of aemiudara, they 
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nevertheless unq\iestionably exercised to their fullest extent, all the 
rights and privileges, and performed all the acts, usually considered 
the tost of zemindaree light in other parts of the country. They 
ercised unlimited control over their village.s, they could sell and morU 
gage them, they alone provided for their cultivation, and they wore 
alone res|X)nsible with their persons and property, for the Government 
revenue. 

12. Nor .should the use of the term theckadar, which, iu tlio 
inexact technical language of t>he hills, is to this day applied to tlio 
malgoozars, (as the term thcoka is to the relation in which they stand 
to Government,) any more than the well known fact that the hill zomii^ 
dars or thec'kadars were liable to be arbitraiily ejectal at the caprice 
of their rajahs, have been of itself sufficient to create the erroneous 
impression which afterwards prevailed in regard to their real (diaractcr. 
Careful inquiry ought, I think, to have satisfied any unprejudiced mind, 
that the theekadars were in fact the zemindars of the Doon, and that 
term itself had reference merely to the “ engagiuneiit to pay a lix( d 
revenue during a limited period,’' which was tlio nature of the rela- 
tion between the malgoozars and the Government, and was not in any 
way descriptive of the nature or extent of the rights of the fonnur 
in the land which they cultivated. 

18. Accordingly at no period is it alleged that the officer appointed 
to make a settlement ever offered a tfiecka or lease to tiic highest bid- 
der, as in the case of ordinary contraids, or to !iuy other paitii's, hut 
those Avho wore in possession of the mehal, and who had on .all fonm r 
occasions engaged for the Government revenue, so long as therci was 
no special cause incapacitating the natural theekadars from undertaking 
the tlioeka oftered them. 

14?. The theekadars were, therefore, clearly .and indisputably the class 

, , , , . most entitled to be recognized .as zemindars or 

The theel^arlarn h.ad the nest ^ i • i- 

title to be conaidered ze- proprietors by a Government de.siroiisol traiis- 

niindars. ferriiig tlio right from themselves to one portion 

of the agricultural community, which was the avowed principle on whi<di 
the ten years’ settlement was based. The question then very naturally 
suggests itself : if the theekadars and the mther members of their fimi- 
lies had so clearly^ in equity the best title to be regarded as the zemin- 
dars of the Doon, what could have given rise to an error of a charac- 
ter so fatal to the rights of these the real zemindars of the Diaon, ns 
that on which the ten years’ settlement of lb8() w.as founded, and 
which consisted in recognizing as zemindars every individual cultiva- 
tor ? The only answer to this question is, I think, to be found 
Colonel Young’s letter of the 28th November 1829, recommending the 
introduction of the measures above referred to. 

16 . From the whole tenor of that letter it is apparent, that 
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Krrdnoous principle of ton Colonel Young felt that the great <loRi(leratnin 
,,W eettlomont in ailtl.e jiast settlements of the J)oou was 

effectual protection of the cultivators ao-.-iinst 
tl,o oppressions and exactions of the theekadars or dominant elas.^ and 
lie imagined that this olijcct could not he bettor secured tliaii bv cou- 
foi ringontlio more cultivators the full rights of proprietorship, wliieh 
arconling to the acknowledged hill theory, being vested solelv in the 
Government Itself, it was within their competency to confbr on any 
portion of tlie agricnltnral community they pleased. Besidc.s thus 
.seeming the protection he .so much desire,! for the cultivatiu- class ho 
further expect, 'd tfiat the great enoura-gemeut atfonksl bv the .su,],’i,.,i 
aeqmsition ot what were naturally suppose,! to bo valuable ii.r|,ts aiul 
privileges would rapi.lly lend to the extension of cultivation, an.l thereforo 
to the advam-oiuent of the prospo.ity of tlie ,listriet under his ehar.m. 

Otirot, of intro, luctiou of an,l phihr.!- 

scitlemunt. ttiiopic oDo, Will at otico he adinittf^d. Jt is iniieh 

,, ,. however, that it .should not Imvo 

cjirre. to Inm that the same objects might have heeu even more 
-rtertually .seenni, by mensnres l,>.s viol, mtly oppose, 1 to the ha!, its 
ail, I prep, dices of the p,.>op|e with whom ho ha.l to ,Ieal, an.l which 
|vhut..ver might bo tlanr a.lvantagms, .sub.scp.ont ovmits have prove.l to 
have be,.,, attend, .<1 by ,„ost se,-io„.s e„unt,.,-l,ala,nein,r ,lisa,lvantam... 

10. llie.so have lure,, found to consist chi,.flv in tl„- mi, into sub- 

I.W,Ieu.,s,n.„r,,,inciplc..,f ‘‘"'‘il’" nyl'b aceompaui..,| by 

U'li u mis’ lilt nt. C(|imJly inirmte siil).(livisi()ii of respon.sihjlitv for 

r„ • tl„.pa,(ieu!archara,-- 

; <.ofthete,.,.,.e.s .,,t,-,,d,,a^^ at the t-n years’ .settle, nent, as .|is,in- 
r - led tiom any ot tlie t,.,iure.s known in tlio md.ghlmurln.r dis ,-;cts of M, . 

! It, is tl,i.s i,.depe„d,.n..e of each .e,„i,:,lar of Tv .'r ■ , ' 

; ” "'“I”’ “f e-ij ,.f 

^^-mmdar then- natural superior, whi.-h ],as ,ua,le it .so .iilHclt to ,-e 

<'f the n inri "''fT''' 'r "^’.kilfulness of auv 

IKS ) ;'^^' !''‘'’7-I'‘«'-^^-I'''‘’'' l,.dg,,..l th.p„yof the ten yea, vs’ seftlcnent of 

'c!lsel"iu Ir Ii^‘'-^'l=:emi„,Iar of the villag,., oven i,i 

‘i'-e on IZJ I * .-ight hml never been a.ssnmcl by 

'-'"Ptto fixTi e ,T «”<'<^t>ssfully to r,.si.st any at- 

hiKly. ' ’ ^ man, or on the whole proprietary 

't- That a much .simpler remedy, and one not only entirely free 

^';;;f"‘ighlhave bee, avoid. <loscril, 0 (i, but p,>sse.s.s- 

Hi? immoii.scly supeiior adv.a.ntage.s, might 
have been devised for the defects of the old 
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rev<‘nue system of the Boon, will at once be admitted by those who have 
had experience of the system of settlement adopted in the plains, and who 
are, therefore, familiar with the village constitutions of the plains iu ail 
their varieties. • 

18. The great defect of the early settlements of the Boon con- 
sisted, notill recognizing the zemindaree ridit 

Delete of thovarly Settle- theokadars. or (if it will I,ot bo admit. 

teil that this was over done,) in treating them 
iu every respect as if they we»e zemindars, but in permitting them 
in virtue of their tlieekas, to exercise unlimited and uncontrolled power 
in the niauagenient of their villages and treatment of their assamees 
without providing any of those checks for the protection of the cul- 
tivators, which fonn so prominent and admirable a feature of our later 
settlements througliout the North Western Provinces under Regula- 
tion IX of I8d.‘k The obvious remedy for this great defect was not 
arbitrarily to ignore the rights of the most infinential and most eiitor- 
prizing class of the agricultural population, as was actually done, Imt 
while formally recognizing the zemindaree right as vested iu thy 
tlK'ekadars and their brethren, to have sinnired the assameos or sulior- 
(linate cultivators in the enjoyment of whatiiver rigiits they might Imvo 
been found aftiT careful inquiry to possi;ss, by the preparation of a 
careful record of all tlie subordinate rights and inteivsts ascortaiiiud 
to exist ill each individuid village. 

ID. Witli all its other obvious advantagi^s, sucli a systcTu of 
settlement would liave l)i‘on free from the 
o*’ injustice so universally l)nm-lit a.if.iinst 
Colonel Young’s ryotwaree settlement of b")’)!), 
Tlie zemindaree right wonhl have been conferred on the class generally 
recognized as holding tlie best title to it. The assamees, especially 
those who would have been recorded as moiu'oosee assamees, would have 
enjoyed ample protoctioii, while the knowledge tliat the joint n^spoihi- 
bility for the whole revenue of eacli village rested in the whole pro. 

prietary body of each medial, would not only have secured in the 

village proprietary body a greater degree of unity and energy, aid 
tlius in all probability saved many a village from the ruin which has 
since overtaken it, but the existence of sncli joint responsibility would 
have rendered the collection of the Government revenue a task of nivivd 
less difticulty, annoyance, and uncertainty. 

20. Such were the causes ami consequences of the great social re* 

T.. , . - . , volution introduced with the ten years’ sottd' 

settlement not immediate- ment of 1880. That the disadvantages 

ly felt and wh}. ascriluid to the introduction of the 

tenures of 1830 were not felt immediately, or indeed during the cm 
rency of the t^n years’ settlement, is attributable , to various causes of » j 
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counteracting nature. ]st. The measure, sweeping as it was in its clia- 
raoter, was, to a very great extent, practically inoperative. The riglHs 
rnnfci re<l by It wore little valued or uuderstoo.l, and were, therefore, in a 
laige nuniher of the villages of the Doon never a.ssnm«d by the’ cul- 
tiv.it, ors. I .subjoin, in statement No. 4, a list of tho.se villages in which 
the scmindaree right, thus conferred, has hitherto lain in abeyance tlic 
riiltivators having continued up to this time to pay their rent in kin.l 
the proportion of the gross produce payable as rent varving fiom year 
to year, according to the agreement ma.te with the acknowledecd proprie- 
tor. Sndly. No Tuqhas were as.signefl to the villages under the ten 
jmis, .settlement of 1830; tlie asse.ssment was low, and good land was 
ploiitifnl, .so that as a general rule the revenue was paid without difficult^. 

21. It was not until the older and stronger villages of the Doon 
capable of extending thoni.selves, had been 
circumscribed in their power of extension, by 
the assignment of almost all the waste land in 
Ihcir noiglilioiirhood to the European grantees of 1838, and available 
ciilmralile laud thus bec.ame .sc.irce where it was most wanted, that the 
quisMoa of the proprietorship of hirnl became one of importance and 
Hitcr..sf. It was of course only in tlio.se villages in which the zemindaree 
lights conferred in 1830 had been a.s.siimed, and this only in reganl to the 
nilmrahle and unappropriated iiortjon contaimsl within the ru\h<,, assi-m- 
oil to cacli village under the .settlement of 1840. th.at the ipiestiou of p"o- 
pnetary right coul.l be raised, and there i.s, I think, good reason to believe 
tlut the (piestion might never have lieon extended bey.md tlie .settlement 
of tills comparatively unimportant doubt, had not the jieciiliar .system of 
■issssinerit followed at tlie twenty yearn’ settlement of 1840, which has 
ben fully described in the letter of Secretary to Government,* No. 203, 
'.iteil 22iid January 181.5, created other griev.incos felt to bo more 
"'‘"".‘'liately pressing, tlie con.si.leratioii of which ultimately raised the 
more cxteridod and important question of the tenures of laud generally 
ff'ioiighout the district. ' 

It will not be uninteresting to trace shortly the circumstances 
of tanar™ question of the tenures of land 


rai-.cil. 


in the Doon, and led ultimately to the resolution 
^ . . on the part of Government, as the most effectual 

siihic'! an end to existing discontents, to re-consider the whole 

tenures, and to revise generally the terms of the settle- 
srioneo nf which were found on inquiry to he defective and 

lie R resolution was of course founded on the conviction, which 

‘''>‘«rerof naturally slow to admit, that the land 
'tiverani -Doon had hitherto been altogether misunderstood, and 
— ^nt were further encouraged in their resolution to correct past 

* Vide Appendix A. 
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tnistakes hy the kiiowledge that the measures whieli had been founded on 
an erroneous view of these tenures had fortunately been, to a great extent 
iiK.^peratlve, and therefore that it was not too late to rectify the error 
winch ha<l bceii committed, by a careful in(|uiry into the real character of 
these tenures. 

23. In order to understand fully the Steps which led ultimately 

to the orders for a total revision of the settle- 
«ecesB,',.y to recapitulate 
briefly the principnl features of the twenty years’ 
Setth'inont of 1840, proposed and carried' into effect by Colonel Yoima 
as distinguished from those of the immediately preceding ten yeais 
Settlement. 

24. These consisted, — 1st, in the assignment to each village of a de- 

fined ruqha, containing certain quantities of cn]. 
Its ptenhar fuituiea. tivatcd, culturablc, and waste land. 2ii(l, tlio 

calculation of tlie assessment at a uniform rate of three annas p(T l.icnl 
beegah, or fourteen anna.s and six gundas per acre, on all cultivated Inii'l, 
witiiout regard to its quality. 3rd, the assumption of the returns <jf tlie 
English profe>..^ional survey as the standard of the as.sessable area of eiich 
village, instead of those of the khusrah measurement, which ahnre ,i;avc 
the area of each field. 4th, the assignment to each village, free of 
asses.snient, of a poiTion of its culturable land, espial in amount to one- 
fourth of the cultivated land. And 5tli, the offer of the reiuaiiukr of 
the cultiirai)le land of the village on “ grant teinns,” first to the old cultiva- 
tors of the village, and, if refused by them, to any other a})plicant outlie 
sanio terms. In other respi'cts, the terms of this settlement wore similar 
to those of the previous one ; cacli cultivator was recorded as zemindar or 
proprietor of his holding, for the revenue of which Ik^ was permanently 
responsible in person and property. Tlic mo(|uddiim, as a malgoozar, 
ditferc<l in no respect from the other cultivators, but in respect ot liis 
mo(piddumcc office Wiis reganled as a Police and Revenue servant of 
Covermnont, and was remunerated for bis duties as such by a salary of 
20 per cent, on the gro.ss revenue be collected. He was responsible m 
g.Mieral terms for his good behaviour, without, however, incurring any dis- 
tinctly defimal responsibility for the revenue of any portion of his vilhgb 
but that cultivated by himself. 

25. Ill these peculiarities consisted the chief defects of this settle 

inont. These, as was to have been expe^d'''^ 
Its tkfccta, manifested themselves very speedily^ especially 

those mehals in which there was the greatest variety in the soil, and lu 
which* the culturable land bore hut a small proportion to the ciiltiva e 
land, and in which also the greatest difference was found to exist 
the returns of the English and khusrali measurement. To luake , 
clear, it is only necessary to enumerate these defects which may be j 
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under the five following heads. 1st. The asses.sment of a uniform rate 
oil soils widely varying in quality. 2ndly. The assessment of thejuma 
on tlic cultivated area as given by the prufessiimal survey, which, for the 
rcasous given in the 11th para, of letter of Secretary tq Government, ♦ 
Ko. 21)3, of the 22nd January 1845, in many cases greatly exceede<l the 
Uiusnih measurement. 3rdly. The neglect to prescribe and record a 
rule for the disposal and appropriation of the cultiirable land, especially 
that portion constituting the one-fourth, given free of assessment under 
the name of “grazing laud,” an omission^of coui-se which gave rise to dis- 
puted where such land was scarce, and at the same time from any cause 
was much in demand. 4thly. Th^ omission to define exactly the nature 
of the terms commonly known as “grant terms,” on which all the cuU 
tiirai)le land in excess of the one-fourth given free of assessment, was offer- 
ed. 5thly. The omission to define in precise terms the exact nature and 
extent of the moquddurn’s responsibility. These were assiiredly s(*.rious 
omissions and defects, and it is not to be wondered at, tliat the}^ should 
speedily have given rise to grave disputes and discontents. 

2(j. Each of these defects was followed by distiuct consequences. 

The effect of the 1st or uniform rate of asscss- 

Their consc‘4Uences. i* li. i • i i i 

rnent was lelt chieuy m those mcdjals lu winch, as 
in the Daeens, for instance, great variety in the quality of soils prevailed. 
Its effect was to render a juuia, which with reference to the capabilities of 
the entire rnelial was fair, ditficMilt of payment, and therefore to give it the 
chiractor of an over-assessment. This is easily explained. Any profit 
derived from the good or favoralily situated lamls, was cnjoyi'd entirely by 
the actual cultivator, or, in the cas(‘ of building lease.s, the lessor of those 
lands, while the losses on the iufeiior .soils, had to be made good by the 
mo(|ii(lduni if he wished to keep those lands in cultivation. The mequd- 
duiii, however, fnuch as it may have been his interest, had friYpiently not 
tlio means of keeping these inferior lands in cultivation. 'I'he mehal fidl 
rapidly into bala?nce, which, from the absence of joint rosponsildlity among 
thp proprietors of the meh il, could not be realized, and hence arose the 
necessity of frequent remissions. Such a mehal, settled in propiietary 
right with one proprietor or one family of proprietors, would have present- 
ed no such difficulties. The profits deriveil from good soils or building 
leases would have compensated for any moderate lo.ss in those soils on 
^Idcli the three-aiiua rate might justly be regarded as an over-8ussessment. 

’rier the operation of any but the ryotwaree or minutely divided and 
^adopondent zemindaree tenures, the uniform rate of assessment would 
not have been felt to have been the grievance it has been. 

^7. The second defect exhibited itself in the grievances generally 

* Vide Appendix A. 


Vol. II. 85 



668 


SEFOBT OK. THE HISTBIPT OF DEHBA DOOK. 


Furth.r consequences of and technically known as thc “ shatnilat” anj 
priiiciple of twenty years’ ** besliee’* assessments, which have been so fully 
aettlement. described in the letter of Secretary to Government 

containing instructions for the settlement already so often referred to. 
The former was the result ot the return by the professional survey 
cultivated, and therefore assessable, land, of considerable quantities of 
land, which having been thrown permanently out of cultivation, was in 
reality only culturabla land. The latter e.xpressed the difference (I’ounJ 
in the semi -mountainous tracts ^of the Daeens to exceed the ordinary 
average difference,) between tbe returns of the professional and khusrali 
measurements, the latter being almost invariably from obvious causts 
most in favor of the zemindar. Like that of the uniform rate of assess- 
ment, the sliamilat’* and “besheo” grievances were more felt in the 
large scattered mehals of the Daeens and a few otlier seini-mountainoiLs 
villages in which fluctuations in the cultivation, and inaccuracies in the 
n^easurements were most likidy to occur. 

28. The other tliree defects more or less affected every vill igo of 
0th d £ ts. Doon, although the neglect to pre.seribe a 

rule for the appropriation of the cultural ile laud 
was of course most felt in those melials, in which the scarcity of cultura- 
ble land was most conspicuous, while the consequences of tiio omission to 
define the extent and nature of the moquddum’s respfmsi bili ty were im- 
mediately felt in all th(ise villages in tvhich from any cause, any didiciilty 
arose in the realization of the revenue. 


29. The remaining or fourth defect of the twenty years’ settlement 

mentioned by me, was pcTliaixs the most serious 
Grant terms not defined. r n t i ^ r 

of all, as it directly relaterl to a question ot re- 
venue, What was intended to he the exact construction of the term 
grant terms” as applied to the culturahle land of the old settled villa|,ms 
in excess of the 1 - 4? th given free of assessment, it is not easy to say, but 
that it meant something different from the terms offered to applicants for 
jungle grants on clearing leases, is, I think, evident from the single fact 
that the period of the settlement of the old established villages was to 
extend to twenty years, while that of the jungle grants was guaranteed 
for fifty years. However this may be, no trouble appears to have been 
taken to clear up this important point. Progressive jumas at the Eng' 
lish grant rates were calculated for twenty years, and thus the matter ap- 
pears to have been left, no attempt having been made during the seven 
and half years, wliich have elapsed between tlie commencement of tlio 
settlement, and the introduction of the revised settlement, to levy thes® 


grant or russuddee assessments. 

30. The first notice which appears to have been taken of a^y ^ 

> X £ i. . * j these ‘‘five jxiints,” or defects, of the settle 
These defects first pointed ^ i • i NoS. 

out by Mr, Williams. ment, was by Mr. Williams in his letters a 
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27 and W, dated the 3rd of June and 28th September 1842, respec- 
tively, in which the hardships of the “shamilat” and “ l)eshee'” assess- 
taents, and the evils of the virtual irresponsibility of the moquddums 
for the Oovernment revenue, by which the collection of the Govern- 
meiit revenue was exposed to much risk, were strongly and clearly 
roiiivscnted. The nature of these grievances and defects have been so 
oftpn and so fully explained, that it would be superfluous to enter into 
any fiirtlu'r explanation of them in this place. It was at length perceived 
that although, for some of the cau.ses«of dissatisfaction, a reduction of 
the revenue would provide a simple and immediate remedy, for the 
othns, nothing short of an entire change in the principle of assessment, 
anil a revision of the tenure.s, w'ould suffice. 

31. It would thus appear that it was the simultaneous discussion 

Koncayhowauggested. PO'nts, which led gradually 

to the consideration of the most important ques- 
tion of all, viz., whether in fact, as urged by the local officers, the 
scttlvincnt of 18.30 had not been founded on a mi.sconception of the 
triinrcs of the Doon, and whether it would not still be very possible to 
ivntiiy the mischief which had boon done, by restoring to their proprie- 
(aiy lights, the old zemindars of the Doon, without at the same time 
liMiig guilty of injustice to those cultivators, on whom proprietary rights 
had ali’eady been unequivocally conferred. 


32. However erroneous and impolitic the principle of the ten years’ 
I’raoiir.ihility of proposoi ®6’flenient may have been proved to be, it i.s 
favored by iw- not to be supposed that the Government would 
have for a moment entertained the idea of re- 
scinding a measure whicli had been for fifteen years in operation, had 
divy not been repeatedly and positively as.siire<l, tliat the measure in 
'inestion hail been almost wholly inoperative, and had not the Lieutenant 
(ommor convinced himself, by personal inquiry on the occasion of his 
visit to the Doon in 184.), that the facts however improbable were actu- 
n Ij as stated by Mr. Vansittarl, viz., that not only had the rights con- 
erred in 1830 not been generally assumed, but that where assumed, they 
would be readily and voluntarily resigned. 

3d. My predece.s8or, Mr. Vansittart, deserves the greatest credit 
Stri'iigiy urged b M untiriifg perseverance with which he 

VansittarC* ^ Urged on the attention of the Board and Go- 


vernment, both the justice and expediency of a 
^ ea-sure, from which he expected, perhaps in too sanguine a spirit, the 
Wh , Frequent and continued communication with 

had ^®***>udars and assamees, or mere cultivators of the district 
ever proposed change in the constitution of 

j in the district was eagerly desired by every class of tlie 

cu tuial community. Ho found that, by a large portion of the culti- 
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vators of the Doon, the proprietary right conferred by the settlement of 
1830 had never been assumed, which was a clear proof that by them at 
least it was not valued ; that, with few exceptions, it was as little valued 
by those who Ifad actually assumed and enjoyed such rights for several 
years, most of whom expressed thenisolves quite ready and willing to 
exchange their undesirod rights, for the position and privileges of a 
Tiioiivoosefi assatnee, on its being explained to them that by such exchange 
they would at once be relieved ot the permanent responsibility for the 
cultivaiion and revenue of all lalid of which they were the recorded pro- 
prietors, a responsibility which in many instances pressed on them most 
heavily. 

34<. On the other hand, Mr Vansittart found tliat in all his attempts 
to establish new Villages, and thus extend culti- 
Evi^ effects of insufficient yj^^ion, tho dcliial of full proprietary right to 
tlie person by whose skill ainl capital any new 
village might he established, and the prospect, or oven probability, of 
the gradual transfer of any proprietary right, which might in the outset 
be possessed by tbe founder of a village, to tho cultivators settled at his 
expense, as had already happened once, had the effect of detening many 
who would have been otherwise willing to embark their capital in agri- 
cultural entcrprizes, from doing so. 

35. Once convinced of the soundness of Mr. Vansittart's arguments 
and the truth of his representation », Govcin- 
ProTv.8ea remedy adopted lon^^er hesitated in their resolution to 

and sanctioned. p . -n 

carry out the proposed change in the village 
constitutions, which appean^d at once agreeable to the feelings and 
prejudices of the agidcultural community, and at the same time highly 
de.sirable on the ground of public expediency. 
Entire revision of settle* revision of the twenty years’ settlement of 

meat determined <m. i n 

18 to, (which had never been confirmed), 
accordingly resolved on, having for its object the restoratiem, as far as 
po.ssihlc, to their ancient p'opriotary rights, of the old zemindars of the 
Doon, as well as the correction of the numerous errors and omissions 
above pointed out as constituting the defects of the 20 years’ settlement. 

30. In pursuance of this resolution, ample instructions were issued 
by Government in their Secretary’s letter,* No. 
Insfcructious for revision of dated 22nd January 184i5, above so often 

settlement iHHued. ’ ^ , • • ../flin 

referral to, for the conduct of the revision ot tne 


settlement. Proceeding on these instruction.s, Mr. Vansittart lost no 
time in c.arrying into effect the measures sanctioned by Government, ani 
in his letter No. 172 of the 7th .July 1845, he reported his operations. As 
far as they wont, Mr. Vansittart’s measures rhay certainly l>o consnlere 
beneficial and satisfactory. The assessments were lowered in confoi^y 


* Vide Ap{>oi;Iix A, 
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^-ith the iustnictions communicated to him. Tenures were carefully in- 
quired into, and where deemed by him equitable and possible, the zemin- 
(laree tenures were re-established. The “shamilat” and “ l>eshee’' grievances 
were redressed, and much pains were taken to adjust the*juma equitably 
over the Daeens. His measures were, however, unfortunately hurried, and 
consequently incomplete. His 'pnrtal or re-sur- 
“huiriT^id confined to the eight Daeens, whicli had 

never been surveyed, either Daeenwar or mouzah- 
war, by the professional survey. He th^’efore failed to discover the defects 
and inaccunwjies of the professional survey, in regard to the present con- 
dition of the bulk of the other villages of the Doon, which the subsequent 
complete re-survey has disclosed. His operations, moreover, did not 
iiirliide the rectification of all the errors and defects of the original twenty 
years’ settlement, and above all, he failed to prepare the ample an<l for- 
mal record ])rescribed by existing Government orders, without wliicli a 
settlement is incomplete, and becomcis deprived of half its value. His 
p;()eeediugs were in most cases confined to a final roobacaree containing 
tho gDunls for the alteration or assessment of tliejuma, and a desc’rip- 
ti in of the future constitution of the village which comprised a declara- 
tion of rights, but they contained no “administration” papers, and above 
all, they furnished no aiithontic evidence that tiie important changes in 
the tenants recorded had been affected with the consent of all the parties 
interested, especiall}" those who, iii appearance at least, were losers by the 
new arrangement. 

37. It is useless to refer more particularly to the correspondence 

T , , . with your predecessor, which followed the sub- 

Lod to further corresixm- . . ^ . 

(irnoe and further instruc- mission of Mr. Vansittart’s report, referring as 
^^'*^**' it docs to minute details connected with Mr. 

Vaimittart’s measures, which have since lost their interest. A reference 
fi'iin the Board on Mr. Yan.sittarb’s report early in the year 18+0, called 
f rill my letter No. 13(>, dated the 22nd June 184<6, in wliich the defi- 
cimiriiys of Mr. Vansittart’s revision were pointed out, and several impr>rt- 
<'^nt points, not touched upon in Mr. Varisittart’s report, brought to the 
hfiard’s notice. The Board’s instructions founded on this representation, 
coutaiiicd in their Secretary's letter No. 316, of the 'iOth November 
contemplated merely the testing and supplementing of the existing 
in(v\suren>ent papers, and at the same time, the preparation of complete 
‘^'ttlement records containing the full information on all points relating 
the constitution and capabilities of each village, which had hitherto 
^6en omitted. • ^ 

38. The failure of the attempt to carry out the Board’s instructi<m3 


f’-'iilure of the jm-tial mea- 
at first Bauotionod, 
iba cauae. 


in regard to supplying the defects of the former 
khnsrah measurements, and the causes of such 
failure, have been fully described in my inter- 



672 


BEPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRl DOON. 


mediate reports No. 88 of the 10th June, and No. 1 44 of the ‘ 7th 
August 1847. As pointed out by me in tho.se letters the vernacular 
measurement papers furnished by the revenue surveyor had many of 
them been originally incorrect «,ud defective, while even those which were 
free from this fault, had been rendered wholly valueless by the operations 
of the two following causes. 1st, the neglect, previous to the professional 
survey, to put up boundary pillars, and 2ud, the utter inefliciency of the 
putwaree establishment, by whom no trustworthy record of mutations in 
the cultivation hatl been kept iipiduring the eight preceding years. 

39. Under these circumstances, it was evident that an entire re- 

measurement, according to the native inethoo, of 

An entire remeasurement every inouzah in the district was unavoidable, a 
sanctioned. i i ^ r'i 

measure which, with the sanction ot the Govern- 
ment, was without loss of time commenced upon. A second visit from 
the Lieutenant Governor also gave me au opportunity, which I most 
anxiously desired, of bringing to I£is Honor’s notice several points cou- 
ne tc*(l with the settlemcmts not hitherto considered, for the disposal of 


which the revision of settlement appeared to me to offer a most favorable 
opportunity. I allude to the improved mode recommended by mo of stat- 
ing the Government demand, and remunerating the putwareos, and to 
the proposition of placing both the putwaree and village Police cstahlisli- 
mont on a more etheient footing. This verbal reference led to the furtlier 
instructions contained in tlie Lieutenant Gover- 


Furtlier iirntructiona iesued. 


nor’s “Minute” or “Note,” dated 9th April 


1847, which contained ample directions on the difficult points which still 


remained in doubt. 


40. I have already, in my letter, No. 73, of the IGth May 1818, 


Wurk how conducted. 


fully explained how the time of my cstablisli- 
ment was employed up to that time. The re- 


survey of the district, commenced in the hot weather of 1847, was neces- 
sarily in a great measure suspended during the rain.s of that year, which 
peiiod was (Unvoted to the definition of the niqhas of all the mouzahs 
about to come under survey, the erection of boundary pillars, the decision 
of boundary disputes, and, most important of all, to the preparation, 
mainly with tlie agency of the settlement establishment, of a lull “kyfe- 
eut-i-diifter,” oi memorandum from tlio records of the office, of the pnst 
history of each village. During the cold and 
Time employed in settle- weather, (those of 1847-48), the re-survey of 

ment how occupied. ’ , .1 

the whole district was complete, and oy 
end of the year 1848, the work of the revision of settlement was brought 
to a close, the little office work remaining to be done having since been 


completed by my ordinary establishment. 

41. Having thus recapitulated briefly the orders on which the 
measures for the revision of the Doon settlement are founded, and men- 
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tioned how the time of my establishment was employed during the year 
and half occupied in tlie work, I shall now proceed to offer such remarks 
as suggest themselves to me on the various parts of which that work con- 
sisted. ^ • 

42. These naturally arrange themselves under the following heads. 

1st. The Survey, including the demarcation of 
boundaries, and the preparation of the various 
records connected with the survey. 2nd. The 
ascertainment of the tenure of every pillage, and the preparation of an 
accurate record of the rights, privileges, and liabilities which by common 
consent belong to each description of tenure. 3rd. The revision of the 
jurnas of 1840, in conformity with the various instniction.s issued ou the 
subject. 4th. The introduction of various improvements in the details 
connected with the collection of the revenue, and the correct pre[)iiration 
of the putwarecs’ annual papers, as wedl as vanous other points for the 
(Ino reguLitiuii of which the entire revision of settlement has afforded a 
hworahle opportunity. And 5th. The expenses of the settlement and 
their distributi(»n. 

43. The priiudpal points which cannot fail to strike observation on 
an examination of tlie vernacular papers of the first survey, and a coinjia- 
rison of them with the returns of the late ro-survoy, ai*e 1st. The ab- 
ficncc of communication botwi‘en the revonuo and survey officers, both 
])revious to the commenenunent, and after the completion, of the survey. 
2ii(]. Tlie groat inaccuracy of the vernacular survey returns furnished by 
th(3 revenue surveyor. As already mentioiit'd in my letter Ni). 88 of the 
lOtli June 18f7, no attempt appears to liave been ma»le previous to the 
survey, at least by the revcuiue authorities, to define the boundaries of 
each village, although this was tlie first occasion on which ruqbas were to 
b(‘ assigned to each village. The zemindars appear to have pointed out 
to the surveyor, as he took e;ach village in its turn, tlie boundaries they 
'ft'ished to be assigned to their villages, which were, in the absence of dis- 
putes, surveyed and mapped accordingly. No care, however, was taken to 
ensure the erection of boundary pillars, by which alone was there any 
chance of the ruqbas thus arbitrarily and loosely assigned, especially in a 
Country abounding with waste land, being accurately preserved. The 

consequence has been, as might have been ex- 
Ssurvey. poctecl, that, except in the comparatively popu- 

lous and highly cultivated tracts of the neigh- 
bourhood of Dehra, almost all the villages of the district have, during 
the eight years wliich have elapseii since the first survey, entirely 
^hered both the shape and size of thoir ruqbas ; some villages have 
Woine gradually enlarged to nearly double their original size, while 
Soaker villages have suffered in proportion by the encroachment of the 
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44. There cauuot be a better proof of the want of communication 

between the revenue and survey officers, than 
brought to the Board’s notice in my let- 
^ • ter No. 234 of the 27th December 1847, that 

the local boegah, or measure of area, in which the returns of the revenue 
surveyor’s establishment were expressed, was not that which had been 
in use previously, or which has been in use ever since, in the district, and 
tliat this discrepancy was not discovered until eight years after the com- 
pletion of the first survey. The pucka beegah used by the revenue 
survey contained 3025 square yards, while that of the Doon is the same 
as that in use in most parts of the neighbouring district of Saharunpore, 
and contains only 27561 square yards. Fortunately, as the assessment 
had been regulated entirely by the amount of cultivated land expressed 
in acres, no mischief has resulted form this inaccuracy ; the only thing 
required being to remove the erroneous impression prevailing, in conse- 
qiuaice of the surveyor’s returns, in regard to ths proportion between tlie 
English acre and local pucka licegah, which, in conformity to the Board’s 
orders, has accordingly been done, and it is now well understood that 
the ratio of the English acre to the local pucka beegah is as 7 : 4. 

45. The very great discrepas^cy found to prevail in many cases, 
between the area as exhibited by the khusrab measurement, and that 
given by the professional survey, woidd of itself liave given good grounds 
for suspecting inaccuracies in the former, even if their appearance were 
not sufficient to deprive them of any claim to accuracy or trustworthiness. 
They are got up in a most slovenly manner, and the general correspond- 
ence of the results of the late re-survey with the 

S.i.ve,- papers oi Hrst sur- English returt.s, and not with the khusrah mei- 
suremeuts^ proves that the original khusrah re- 
turns must, in most cases, have been very inaccurate. Of the fact that 
they could not have been even roughly purtalled or tested by tlie 
Collector’s establishment, the circumstance above pointed out, of the 
great discrepancy between the beegalis of the survey and revenue de- 
partments, and its remaining undiscovered for eight years, aflbrd con- 
clusive proof. As already mentioned, the inefiiciency of the putwarree 
establishment, and the consequent neglect to keep up the annual muta- 
tions, has aggravated the mischief caused by the original inaccuracies of 
the vernacular survey papers, and thus, under the operation of these 
causes, while the admirably executed scientific 
half their value, the ver- 
nacular survey papers possess no value whatever. 

46. Under these circumstances, 1 thought it best to discard the 

scientific village maps as the undeviating 
®T»rruqb“ “ stawda'J of the limits of each village; and r> 

ther to assign ruqhas, and njark off the bouu- 
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daries of each village, according to existing possession, using the English 
maps however as a check, and testing by them the returns of the ameens, 
vrhenover I found the latter differ materially from those of the former! 
Tliere was no doubt, m the outset, some danger that the zemindars, elated 
at tlie prospect of acquiring land under a zetnindaree or proprietary tenure, 
would designedly enclose more culturable land ip their ruqbas than had 
ever belonged to their villages, but the timely warning, that all culturable 
land in excess of }th originally assigned free of assessment, would, under 
the revised settlement, be subject to a bond fide assessment at grant rates, 
had the effect of checking this tendency, and, with few exceptions, the ruq- 
bas of the revised settlement are not larger than those originally assigned. 
Those that are, have become so, in consequence of extension of cultivation, 
for which of course the . proprietors have had to pay an increased juma 
according to the prescribed rates. In very few cases, however, except in 
those of unobserved and undisputed encroachments by neighbouring vil- 
lages, have the present ruqbas been found to fall short in extent of those 
originally as.signed. So tenaciously, as a general rule, have the zemindars 
even without the immediate prospect of being able to bring the whole of 
thy land of their villages into cultivation, and in the face of the threatened 
extra asse.ssment. stood out for the adlouut of land originally a.ssigned as 
the riKibas of their villages. In the few cases in which it was found that 

Chances of abuse how obvi- F^F'etors of villages had wantonly enclos- 
ated. Within the ruqbas of their village, quantities 

of culturable land in excess of that assigned to 
them at the first survey, and fot which they were unable or unwilling to 
pay a proportionately enhanced juma, the measurement was cancelled, 
tiie rnqba reduced to its proper size, and the proprietors compelled to pay 
tnr both the first and second measurement.s. A few such examples 
ettcctiially. checked this inclination unduly to enlarge their riKibas. 

47. The only other point in connection with the re-survey requiring 
Survey of the Daeens. remark, is, the plan adopted for the raeasurement, 

and pf-eparation of the survey papers, of the 
aeens as pointed out in the 19th paragraph of the Lieutenant Governor’s 
ote of the 9th April 1847. These curious talooquas had in reality never 
«en surveyed at all either professionally or by khusrah. Their great pecu- 
an y TV ich consisted in their intricate intermixture with each other, 
scaped the notice of the revenue surveyor, who instead of surveying each 
1 ami, surveyed, both professionally and by khusrah, long strips of land 
erro! 7 “ puttras) to which he arbitrarily and 

ei"ht no? f ® of these 

bm f? 1 ? not only the whole of the lands of the eight Daeens. 

oftho n tiesides which belonged to none 

to ^ ^ assessments, 

f- mi out the confusion and errors caused by this erroneous proceeding, 

Vol. II. 86 
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48. Under the circumstances of the very peculiar disposition of the 
lands of tlie Dacens, (described in the Lieutenant Governor’s Note), whidi 
in this respect differ altogether from the other hill tnlooquas of the district 
tlie only proper coui'se would have been that pointed out in the tSth para- 
graph of His Honors Note. This course has acconlingly been followed, 
and with great advantage, on the occasion of the late re-survey. Each 
Dacen contains the whole or a portion of several motizahs, and conversely 
many of the mouzahs of the Daeciis contain land belonging to two or 
more Daeens. Each mouzah, however, has Its known boiindari(^s, and 
the portion of land, whether, cultivated or waste, belonging to each Daeen 
included in each mouzah is also well known. The plan followed, there- 
fore, has been to mark off in the first place, accurately, the boundaries of 
each mouzah of the Haeens, and then to survey it, preparing a shiijra 
and khusrah of each, exactly as in the case of the other mouzahs of the 
district forming independent mehals. The khatounee or moontukhub, on 
the other hand, has been prepared Daeenwar, in the order ot the several 
villages composing, in whole or in part, each Daeen. The papers of 
each Daeen thus form one complete settlement 
Survey papers of the Daeena jj^^p and coiTesy)ondi ug khusrah 

hi)\v pitpared. mouzali being bound up with the inisl of 

that Daeen to wldch it principally belongs, while the portions of land 
contained within the ruqha of each nnmzah, belonging to other Dacons, 
are extracted and exhibited in the kliuteonees of these Daeens. The 
course adopted will be tet understood by an examination of the 
settlement misl of one of the Daeens, which shall be forwarded with this 


report. 

49. Before leaving the subject of tlie survey, I may state it as my 
opinion, that the general accuracy of the measurement papers may be 
tlepondal on. The work of the ameens, which followetl closely on the 
demarcation of tlie boundaries, was in every case rapidly tested by fbo 
peshkar or one of the mohnrrii-s of the settlement establishment, wlio 
again, in many cases, especially at the connnoncoment of the survey 
operations, was followed either by myself or the tehsildar. The discovery 
of slovenly or inaccurate work entailed on the amcen a repetition ot his 
lalior, of course without remuneration. A few such instances in the com- 
mencement had the most salutary effect in securing correct work. 

50. The next portion of the work on which I propose to remark, is 
the ascertainment, declaration and recoul o 


Declaration and record of description of rights foUlld tO cxist iu GHC l 

"®*‘**' village. T am welh aware that it has been lai' 

down as a general rule, that the definition and record of rights sbon 
follow the assessment ; but there appeared to 
Beoor.1 of rights preceded ^ reasons why, in this particular instance o 
assessment and why. revision in which I have been engaged-* 
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contrary course sliould be followed. 1st, I foresaw, from my knowledge of 
tli(‘ various ckussas ot the people, that the ascertainment of the various 
rights coimected with the land, would, be efiected almost without dispute, 
ai,(l would be beset therefore with much fewer difficulties then the re- 
juljustiiieut of the jumas ; and 2dly, I thought that, in the few 
cases in which di.sputes were likely to arise, the assessments might possibly 
he ali'ected by the extent of the lights and privileges which the cultiva- 
tors might be willing to concede to the proprietary body. I knew from 
constant communication with the people that in 99 cases out of 100, 
(alnmst literally so) there would bo no opposition on the part of the cul- 
tnafois to the full recognition of the proprietary rights of those who had 
alnay.s among them.selves been i-cgarded as the proprietors. Where the 
proprietary rights, conferred on the cultivators by tho settlement of 
l,s:i(), had never been assumed, as was the case in a larger number of the 
Milages of the Doon, there could he no such di.spute, and I was perfectly 
iiuaic that, even where they had been assumed, they would almost 
iiiiivcrsHlIy l)c readily resigned. 

51. On these grounds, I re.solved that the ascertainment, declara- 
Pi oiuietary rights. tion, and record of rights should precede the 

revision of jumas. Tlie effect of the ten years’ 
s.(tlciueut of 18.10 having been to create new rights not previously in 
.Mstcice it. .s clear that two distinct descriptions of proprietary right were 
10 he looketl for in every village in the Doon. Tho first, the'superior 
P';tnetary right, to be restored after being in abeyance for eighteen years 
oi « ..<• I the entire mehal would be the subject, and the claim to which 
"'"■I'l he foun.ied on possession and enjoyment, (in practice at least.) 
iimiieihately anterior to the ten yeai-s’ .settlement, would ho of universal 
I'ltwieiico, while the second, or subordinate proprietary riglit createvl by 
N>t sctflemeut, winch each cultivator, who had been regardc.l as proprie- 
(or his hems or assignees), and who ha.l exercised si. eli right, mhdit 
would be found only in those villages in which such cultivators 

tl.,.."!' prescribed by the iu.strnctions for the revision of set- 

eiit, {vide letter of Secretary to aovornment No 293 dated ‘^iid 
■ .umary 1845, paragraphs 17 to 23) for the recognition of the hitter 
■ P >on of proprietary right being clear and explicit, their determiua- 
J'" uW present no difficulties whattver.' My impurie.s, therefore, were 
ly case directed first to them. It l.ml only u. be ascertained, that 
f ('I'tivatcrs ctiim- cultivators claiming proprietary right had 

been -recorded m proprietors at tho ten years’ 
Piittirv u* X settlement, and had since exercised their pro- 

"'"'ple nil/ immediate recognition. This 

rihTui. I"' “‘■'r"' *" “■ ‘i'« 

I the khuteoncos, who were instructed to record all cultiva- 
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tors, settled since 1830, as assamees, (either mouroosee or ghyr monroosee), 
and all settled previous to 1 830, who had exercised proprietary rights, as 
Subordinate proprietors or assamees, occovdiTiQ to the wish expressed by 
them. I had perfect confidence in the accurate performance of this por- 
tion oP the work, and it was superintended personally by the tehsildar, 
whom I particularly directed* to refer all doubtful points connected with 
the record of these vsubordinate right and interests to me for decision. 

53. By the line thus drawn, the number of cultivators qualified to 
claim proprietary right was necesBarily very much restricted. All cultiva- 
tors belonging to villages established since 1830, all those settled in the 
older, villages since that time, and all those previously settled, who, in 
conformity with the test prescribed in the ?3rd paragraph of the letter of 
instructions, were considered to have voluntarily allowed their rights to 
lapse, were at once recorded as assamees, mouroosee or ghyr mouroosee, as 
the case might he. Of the remainder who were at first represented as 
having expressed their desire to be recorded as proprietors, the generality 
I found on closer examination, did not understand the nature of the choice 
presented to them, and were very often actuated hy the hope of being 
admitted as hissahdars of the entire raehal, and did not in reality value the 
subordinate proprietary position to which alone they were entitled, and 
which they at once rejected, on its being explained to them that this 
claim to be admitted as hissahdars could not be recognized. 

54j. The process of ascertaining the wishes of such cultivators as 
were qualified to claim proprietary right, was at 
Iro- oncc simple and satisfactoiy, and it had this fur* 
prieUry rights. recommendation, that it was simultaneous 

with the preparation of the ordinary record, and combined with it the 
jirocess of obtaining and recording the evidence of the voluntary resigna- 
tion by the cultivators of such subordinate rights. It was as folkA\s. 
When, on the submission of the papeis connected with the survey, the 
goshwara khuteonee was about to be prepared in the settlement office 
from the detailed khuteonee, the preparation of which, in consequence 
of the paucity of hands at my disposal, was included in the contract work 
performed by the ameens, the whole of the cultivators recorded m the 
khuteonee were, in the first place, summoned to the tehsildar s cntcheriy. 
There, the comparative advantages and liabilities attaching to the posi- 
tion of subordinate proprietor and mouroosee assamee, were fully discuss- 
ed, and explained to them, and the wishes of each individual, cultivator 
having been clearly ascertained, they were brought before me. The pro^ 
cess of explanation and questioning was repeated, and their 
the particulars about to be recorded in the goshwara khuteonee aviri^^ 
been duly acknowledged by the cultivators individually, the preparation^ 
the goshwara khuteonee was completed, and the record itself forrnally 
ed by the whole body of cultivators in the presence of the zemindars. 
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formal signature of the goshwara khuteonee may thus safely be taken as 
the unequivocal test of the voluntary resignation of the subordinate pro- 
prieUry right, by all the assamees not recorded as subordinate proprie- 
tu’siiithe khuteouee, while the khuteonee itself will for ever furnish 
the proof, so much desired by the Board, of such voluntary resignation 
having actually been made. * 

55. It has on vaiious occasions been asserted both by my predecess- 
or Mr. Vansittart and myself!" that the proprie- 
^'irntorify right cotiferred on every individual pro- 

prietor by the settlement of lcS30, was little 
valued, and, in the generality of cases, would, in consequence of the lia- 
bilities it entailed, be nc^ only willingly, but eagerly, surrendered. Of 
the truth of the former statement, there can be no better proof than that, 
in a very largo number of the villages of the Boon, the proprietary right 
conferred in 1830 had never been assumed, the cultivators continuing to 
pay their rents in kind, and regarding the moquddum and liis family as 
their zemindar or superior. I subjoin in statement No. 4, a list of those 
villages in which, altlunigh each assamce was recorded as }>roprietor, 
and as paying the 3-anna revenue rate, the rents have nevertheless been 
paid ill kind. The truth of the second statement may, I think, be con- 
sidered completely established by the result of the revision of the settle- 
ment just concluded. Incredible as it may appear to <he Board, it is 
in which nnhorfi- neverthefess a fact, that tl.e whole of the villages 
iiale proprietary rights ill the Doon, 170 in number, present only six 
hate been retained. instances, in which the cultivators, after hav- 

ing been duly instructed in the comparative advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the position of subordinate proprietors and mouroosee assamees, 
have expressed their desire to be recorded as subordinate proprietors. 
In these few instances, the parties, desirous of retaining their proprie- 
tary rights, had special inducements for doing so, which did not atfect 
the generality of this description of cultivators. 

56. Of the instances to which I allude, three are cases in which the 


land of cultivating assamees had been purchased from them outright for 
building purposes, the purchaser of the land in question having succeeded 
all the rights of the vendors of the land, and paying instead of them 
Ihe 3-anna juma rates to the lumberd^r. The proprietors of such land 
have been recorded as subordinate proprietors. A fourth case is that of 
a cultivating proprietor, whose land has been entirely included in the 
^oveimment tea plantation, where it yields him a rent of 3 Bs. per acre, 
Wiore than three times the juma assessed on the land ; and the reraain- 
two are cases in which land has been purchased for agricultural pur- 
poses by Europeans from the old assamees. In these cases, the present 
P^'opnetors having succeeded to all the rights and liabilities of the former 
^‘ihivating proprietors, and paying in their stead the 3-anna juma rates 
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for their land, have been recorded as subordinate proprietors. I have 
not regarded, as instances of the retention of the rights and liabilities 
created by the ten years’ settlement, those hill talooquas in which two 
distinct species of proprietary right have always existed, and which, under 
tlie late revision of settlement, have been simultaneously restored. In 
most of these cases, the taloSkdar has. been recorded as superior proprie- 
tor, ami the whole body of zemindars as subordinate proprietors. 

57. It may be a matter of surprise, considering the numerous in- 

stances iti which laud in the vicinity of Dohra, 

Raiity of such instances ac- i^elomdn^^ to the cultivators, has been suUet 
counted for. or' ■ i v 

for building purposes, at rents yielding the 
owners a large profit, that recorded proprietbrs .should not mure generally 
liave insisted on retaining their proprietary rights. I admit that this fact 
IS calculated to create surprise, and requires explanation, ihe explana- 
tion is ea.sy. The only mehals in which this description of land exi.^is 
are the Daeens. In these mehals, as was to be expected, the persons 
who were the recorded proprietors of land yielding them high rents, did 
in the outs( 3 t express a desire to retain their proprietary rights, not only 
to land sublet on building leases, but to all good land in their possession. 
But tlieir de.sire was limited to such good and profitable lauds, and tlioy 
had no such wish in regard to inferior lands cultivated by them, of which 
they were also*the recorded and respon.^ihle proprietors, but ol which 
they desired to be now recorded as only assamees. To this advantageous 
arrangement, however, the superior proprietary body very naturally jit 
once strongly objected, and gave such cultivators di.stinctly to understand, 
that if they insisted on tlieir rights in regard to the profitable laiuls, they, 
on their part, would decline to relieve them of tlie responsibility of their 
inferior lauds, of which, in that cruse, they, the cultivators, should be le- 
corded as subordinate proprietors. This resolution was perfectly fair and 
unanswerable. The cultivators accordingly thought the matter over, and, 
after a little con.sideration and discussion, the difficulty was disposed of by 
an arraiigemeiit at once satisfactory to both parties, and, it appears to me, 
j)erf‘ectly equitable. 

58. It was accordingly mutually agreed, that the cultivators in 

question shoidd be recorded as Tnouvoosee rui- 

Arratigeinent for Hu\>letting g^mees iu lespect of all land, without exception, 
U.ud .nutually agreed u,x,n. ^ 

roosee assamees, they should not be liable to be dispossessed of any of 
their land, so long as they paid their rents ; that, on the other handj tlioy 
should have the power of resigning as much of the land at present m 
their possession, as they did not wish to retain ; that the zemindars, m 
return for their concession, should alone have the power in future of su)- 
letting lands for building or any other purposes, it being incumbent on 
them, in such cases, to make it worth the while of the cultivators in 
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jjpRpion to vacate the laud desired to be sublet ; and finally, that, in con- 
sideration of the privilege conceded by the zemindars to the cultivators, of 
rpliiHpiinhing their unprofitable lands, the former should be entitled to 
ivoeivc ono-third of the rents of all lands, which bad been leased out by the 
(.iiltivators, j^rovious to the conclusion of this engagement. A matter, in tl»e 
adjnstinent of which I anticipated no small difticulty, was thus most satis- 
factorily arranged. The conditions of this somewhat important settle- 
ment will be found duly recorded on the face of the khuteonee, and in 
the body of the administration paper of each Daeen, or other mouzah, 
containing land of this description. 

59. The Board have on more than one occasion expressed surprise at 

ffiili.>Kno.« of cltivaurs to represented to be almost univer- 

proprietary right ac- sal, on tfie part of the cultivators who had aotpiired 
counted foi. ^ proprietary right to their lands, to resign such 

ri<rhls unconditionally, and have .sought to be informed what advantage 
would result to the village moquddiim.s and their brethren from the trans- 
fer to them of the [iroprietary riglit formerly assigned to the cultivators, 
the latter continuing to pay the juma rate of three annas per beegah on 
the lands cultivated by them as before. A full consideration of the ad- 
vantages secured to either party by the transfer, will, I think, remove 
liny such feeling of siirprise, and explain why, except in the particular in- 
stances above detailed, tlio cultivatons, as a general rulc^ should be not 
only willing, but eager, to r(\^ign such proprietary rights as the ten years^ 
spttlonK'iit conferred, while at the same time, the superior proprietary 
body should he C([ually anxious to acquire them. 

00. The explanation of this, at first sight, anomalous fact, will he 

A.k,„L.,K.. toll,,, c.ultivat„r clinmct.^r of 

nf triuis,ftT of proprietary tlic proprietary rights of which each party is the 

subject. To the subordinate proprietor, his posi- 
tion as such, conferred no nght, and offered no advantage, which would 
not 0(]ualiy be enjoyed by him as a mouroosee a.ssamee, except the power 
ot tiansferring his rights by" sale, mortgage, or Iea,se. He did not possess 
the power of breaking up, and thus acquiring proprietary right in new 
lund Ho had no share or intere.st in the more valuable and extended 


proprietary right of which the whole mehal was the subject, and his right 
no way included any portion of the profits derivable from the waste 
Inufl, whether culturable or unculturablc, of the village. To counterbal- 
'tnee the single advantage of being able to transfer bis land by sale, 
or lease, his position as proprietor was charged with one very 
liability, from which that of a mouroosee assamee is wliolly 
the permanent responsibility in person and property for the 
assessed on his holding, always admitted to have formed part of 
^^'^^ilitie.s, and his inability to resign it at pleasure. 

The superior zemindar, on the other hand, as a set-off for the 
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Advantage to zemindars of increased responsibility undertaken by him, ac- 
propiietary l 3 y transfer, a position which, from 

hereditary association, he valued more for the 
consideration And influence it gained for him, than for any immediate 
pecuniary advantages it offered. He, however, did acquire some tangible 
advantages, which in his eyes were sufiicient to counterbalance, to a cer- 
tain extent,* the additional liabilities and responsibilities imposed upon 
him. His sole and undivided right to break up the culturable land of 
his village, before always a mattjer of doubt and uncertainty, was now 
unquestioned, as was his right to any sewaee collections, the usual per^ 
quisite of a zemindar. His proprietary right in his village was now, 
moreover, a tangible property possessing a marketable value, which it 
never did before. Of this the comparatively large number of private 
sales of entire villages, (twelve in number,) which have taken place since 
the introduction of the revised tenures, and which were before unknown 
in the district, afford convincing proof. A consideration of all these 
points will, it is hoped, remove the surprise hitherto felt by the Board at 
the facility with which so complete a change in the tenures of the district 
has been effected, and convince them that the change has been, as re- 
presented, to the advantage of all the parties concerned. 

62. Of the great advantages to the interests of Government, seenr- 
• ed by the change in the tenures effected by tbe 

Advantage to Government of revision of settlement, there can be no question. 

change oi tenure. Insteatl of Laving to deal with an infinite num- 

ber of .small proprietors, bound together by no cojurannity of intere.sts or 
responsibility, tbe Collector has now to look for his revenue to one or, at 
the most, a few, individuals, all jointly and severally responsible for the 
punctual payment of the revenue asses.se<l on their village. Under the 
former state” of things, although, in theory, the cultivating proprietors, m 
the event of default, were responsible to Government both in their per- 
sons and their property, yet, in practice, such responsibility, in regard to 
the land at lea-st, could not be enforced. The cultivating proprietors were 
not responsible, one for the other, nor was the moquddum responsible for 
the default of the cultivator, otherwise than that he-was liable to-be re- 
moved from his post of moquddum for inefficiency, if unable to me e 
good the revenue of his village. The detached and separate holdings on 
which balances had accrued, and which were in that casegenjay 
abandoned, although, in theoiy, responsible for such balances, could no 
in practice be made so, for they possessed no value in the market, a 
therefore could not be sold. They were therefore either taken upj 
some other cultivator, or allowed to remain uncultivated. The f^r « 
gradation on the part of the moquddum was thus in fact the only 
ty for the Government revenue, and this only was effective within w 
limits: hence balances were always arising, and, when of any consi era 
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amount, were as a matter of course irrecoverable, aud therefore required 
to be remitted. 

63. Under the altered village constitutions of the revi.sed settlement, 
piandvantages of ryotwaree these discad vantages and difficulties have entirely 

The principle of joint responsibili- 
ty having been carried fully into effect, the whole 
m^hal is responsible for any portion of balance accruing on it. The pro- 
prietor, or propiietary body, as the case may be, are alone responsible to 
Government, whilst against their defaiilting assamees, they have the 
usual remedies provided by the Regulatiuris, the power to sue by sum- 
mary suit, and to recover arrears of rent by distraint, sale, or ouster. 
Hence the collection of th^ revenue is comparatively simple and speedy, 
while, except under peculiar and unforeseen circumstances, balances are 
not to oe appiehended, and, if they should arise, the recovery of them 
will oiler no difficulties. 

Ct. liie subordinate proprietary rights having thus, after full 
inquiry, been satisfactorily disposed of, my pro- 
werene.Kt directed to the ascertain- 
ment and record of the superior proprietary 
lights existing in each mouzah. Ordinarily, this subject presented no 
(liiHeulties. It was easy at once to ascertain the individual or family 
to whom the proprietary right ov(‘r the whole mehal was universally 
admitted to have always belonged in practice, notwithstanding the 
arbitrary change in the tmiures effected by the ten years’ settlement. 
Ah a general rule, that proceeding, being foreign to the experience and 
prejudices of the people, was voluntarily allowed by them to remain 
inoperative. In a groat number of the villages, (72 in number,) the three 
anna rates hml not been introduced, or only partially introduced, {vide 
statement No. 4), while in a number, also considerable with reference to 
the number of villages belonging to single proprietors, even where the 
cultivators had assumed their newly acquired proprietary rights, the 
superior proprietary shares coritiuiied, by a private arrangement among 
the proprietary brotherhood, to he recognized, and the profits of the 
village, whether consisting of the 20 per cent, moquddumee allowance 
oiily, (wliere these were the only assets), including the ordinary profits 
cf cultivation, to he divided according to such recognized sbarOvS. In 
statement No. 5, will be found a list of those villages in which the vil- 
profits of every description have always, to this day, been shared by 
emoquddum with his brethren. In numerous other cases, although, 
the commencement of the ten years’ settlement of 1830, the 
^oquddum had appropriated entirely to himself the moquddumee allow- 
regarding it in the light of a salary for the performance of the 
shareholders thus for eighteen years been 
ed from their shares, the moquddums voluntarily and readily 

Vol. II. 87 
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admitted their brethren to their long suspended ancestral rights. 

65. Ill the great majority of cases there was thus no difficulty in 

ascertaining the shares or puttees into which 
No difficulty in as^rtaining villages were divided, and framing the 

record of rights in accordance with the wishes 
of the proprietary body themselves. No pains have been sjmred to 
make the khewnt and administration papers, not only accurate, but fulh 
clear, and distinct, on all points affecting the rights and interests of the 
shareholders, and the mutual rights and duties of the proprietors and 
their assamees. No matter, in fact, in any way relating to the constitn. 
tion and administration of each village or mehal has l)ecn left unrecorded- 

66. That so difficult and delicate a task as that of restoring and 

accurately recording rights, which liad for eigli- 
Disputea regarding proprie- teen years been over-horne by an erroneous and 
tary right rare. fictltious System, sh^uld he accomplished with- 

out (ji^'^pute, especially in those instances in which all trace of them had 
been in the interval entirely obliterated, was not to he expc'cted. The 
only woirdcr, considering the value attached to the rights invoh ed, is, 
that disputes regarding admission to proprietary nghts should have boon 
so few in number. The number of such claims, which required to 1)0 
made the subject of judicial investigation, did not, I think, exccoi 
thii'ty, or thereabouts. Where such disputes could not he adjusted l)y 
compromises or by reference to a puncliayet, it was not difficult to ohtaiii 
an equitable and uniform rule for their decision, thougli it was not 
always easy to establish the facts necessary for its application. 

67. I have already, in my letter No. 142 of the lOth August 1818, 

reporting on an appeal from one of my decisions 
Principle laid down for deci* in a case of this description, fully explained the 
Hion of buch dibputoB. principle by which I have always been guided 

in the decision of all disputed claims to a share in the proprietary rigljt 
in a village ; hut it may he advisable to recapitulate, briefly, the grouuds 
on which the position there taken up rested. 

68. It is clear that during the eighteen years which followed the 
ten years’ settlement of 1830, no rights of the nature of those about to 
he restored, and which, in all disputeil cases, formed the subject o 
dispute, hiul existed ; for the moquddum, holding a Government o ce 
from which he was removable at the pleasure of the Revenue Aut joh 
ties, and paid by a salary from the Government Treasury, was not, J 
virtue of such office, in any respect more a proprietor than any ot 
brethren, or indeed than any of the other cultivators on whom ^ 
proprietary character had been conferred by the ten years’ 

of 1830. The zemindaree right sought to he restored had in fact 
in abeyance during that period. It was necessary therefore, in each 
of disputed claim, to overlook the intervening period altogether, an 
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ijiqulre most carefully what had been the state of property in the village 
iiiuuodiately previous to the ten years* settlement of 1830. In all such 
in([uiries, and in my decisions founded on them, I have, to the best of 
my ability, strictly observed the principles of decision laid down in the 
Directions to Settlement Officers. Present enjoyment of* the rights in 
(Jis[)iite by any of the contending parties was, from the nature of things, 
out of the question ; for the individual possession of the office of moqud- 
dum, with its attendant emoluments, during the eighteen years subse- 
quent to 1830, could confer no right of proprietorship, to the exclusion of 
Olliers, the moqudduniee having been expressly declared to be an office, 
of which therefore the moquddum might at any time be deprived, either 
b) his own riimoval, or by aboli|;ion of the office itself. 

(iO. Tlie possession and enjoyment, therefore, to which I necessarily 
looked as the key st(ine qf my decisions, related to the period immediately 
Autcoedent to the ten year^* settlement of 1830. Hence, in all cases in 
which 1 have found it distinctly established, either by the records of my 
olli(T, or by evidence, or by both, that up to the year 1880, the whole 
biolherhood <)f proprietors shared in the village profits, I have restored 
tlu'in to their rights as hissalidars, while in all cases in which claims 
were founded on mere ancestral right, without reference to comparatively 
recent enjoyment and possession, I have invariably set them aside, 
rehuTing the claimants to the Civil Cofirt. 

70. These principles of dedlsion have been considered ecjually 
T,, ... applicable to tliose cases, in which the incxjud- 

toovoi} (ieikjriptiouof case. Ouiii entirely rclused to admit any of his breth- 
ren to a sliare in tlie superior proprietary ri<dit 
about to he restored, on the plea that they had been dispossessed "for 
eighli'cn years, and therefore that their claim could not ho recognized in 
a revenue court, and those in which one or more individuals advanced 
elaiuis, which were disputed by the rest of the brotherhood. The latter 
cl iss of castes was the most numerous, and arose usually from inisappre- 
on the part of the claimants, concerning tlie nature of the 
J“easures m operation, the object of which they fretpiently imagined to 
k to admit to a share in the proprietary right, all who could nrake out 
a case of even the remotest relationship to the parties in possession. 
Ihis class of claims was seldom satisfactorily made out, for, I must say 
to die credit of the zemindars in the district, they rarely disputed claims 
w no I by the common voice of their neighbours were pronounced to bo 
founded. The former class of cases afford, if I remember right, 
instances, one of which, that of Shibboo Nagce the late motpid-' 
^^^^o^oftheBaecn of Maunsingh walla, who obstinately resisted the palpah^ 
•scri.'r^ was a glaring one. It speaks well fur the 
of justice and good feeling, which actuates the agricultural commii- 
yiii such matters, that the unprincipled and unscrupulous efforts to ex- 
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elude his brethren, by appeal after appeal agaiust my decision in their fa- 
vor, have acquired for him a very bad repute in the district. Tliat my de- 
cisions in such cases have given general satisfaction may be inferred by 
the fact, that the appeals against them have been few in number, not ex- 
ceeding half a dozen in all to the Commissioner, and two to the Board, 
although nearly two years have elapsed since they were pronounced, 

71. In saying, in a former part of this report, that the instances, 

in which the cultivating proprietors, not belong- 
moquddum’s family, had expressed 

their determination to retain their proprietary 
rights, were very few in number, 1 did not mean it to be inferred that 
there were no instances in which cultivating proprietors had advanced 
claims to shares in the superior proprietary right, and which claims 
were on inquiry rejected. There were several such instances. The 
famous claim of the Rowleeas to share in the proprietary right in the 
Daeens, which w«is the subject of such keen controveisy during the 
Lieutenant Governor’s last visit to the Doon, was an instance of such 
claim. Being aware of iny predecessor’s strongly expressed opinion ia 
favor of the claim of the Rowleeas, and duly adverting to the caution 
contained in the 24th paragraph of the Lieutenant Governor’s Note of 
the 9th April 1847, 1 approached the consideration of these claims with 
some degree of diffidence, and in expectation of finding the whole 
question involved in difficulty, and perhaps turning on some very nice 
point. The result most agreeably sur{)rised me ; I never knew a 
stronger aise of rnontes parturiunt'' The claim, I found, was advanced 
by only five individuals in the whole of the eight Daeens, and thase, I 
could not help thinking, were actuated in their proceedings purely by 
the delusive hope raised by Mr. Vansittart’s knowu opinion in their 
favor. When brought to the test of recent posses.sion and enjoymeut 
according to the mle above explained, their claims were found wholly 
without foundation, and rejected accordingly. 

72. Admitting, which there seems no reason to doubt, that the 

Daeens, like the other neighbouring hill talooquas 

Claims of Rowleeas examined have preserved all or most of the features 

and rejected. , • • • i i -n • • 

of their onginal hill constitutions, were ongiu 
ally instances of the pure hill bhyacharah tenure, the present moquddura 
and his family representing the superior syana, while the Rowleeas 
the descendants of the members of the original proprietary community , 
still the proof of these facts alone would not be sufficient to establish the 
right of the Rowleeas to be restored to their proprietary character an 
position, if it could be shewn that they had long lost such character, an 
that they had never, within the memory of man, enjoyed proprietary 
rights, and that the Daeens, whatever their original constitution may 
have been, had for many years assumed a constitution totally at variance 



IIEPORT OK THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOOH. 


e87 


with the claim of the Rowleeas. And such, on inquiry, proved to be 
actually the case. By their own admission, and by the evidence of 
numerous witnesses, it was proved beyond doubt, that, until the year 
1830, the Rowleeas had never, since the British occupation of the 
country enjoyed any proprietary rights whatever, and that the division 
of the Daeens into thirty-six jhoolas, and the enjoyment in full proprie- 
tary rigdit by the Rowleeas of twenty-four of these jhoolas. rested on no 
better foundation than the most vague tradition. It was admitted by 
ill parties that, before the ten yean’ settlement, the Rowleeas paid 
their rent generally in kind, the proportion of their crops which they 
paid as rent being determined from time to time by special agreement 
entered into with the moquddum, or theekailar as he was then called. 
It appeared also that, although sometimes they held a khutkhuna 
W a. short period of a whole village, during which time they eni.yed 
lomporanly the power of disposing of the waste lands, and otherwise 
ixorcised the rights usually appertaining to proprietorship, .still their 
■iKhts were confos.seilly limited to the period of their khutkhuna, which 
vas Itself renewable and the terms of it alterable, on expiry, at the 
pluasme of the moquddum. They, moreover had never, on the occasion 
ofany of the previous settlements, advanced the claims they now did • 
ami they had never, except by special permission from their superior! 
peiforined any of those acts, or enjoyed any of the privileges, usually 
regarded as the test of zemindaree right. Their claims to be recorded 
as h,,sahdars were therefore rejected. They were of course offered the 
Op ion 0 jeing recorded as subordinate proprietors, on the terms of the 
tui yens settlement ; but this limited proprietary right they without 
lueption rejeettd, and were accordingly entered in the kliatounee as 
uouroosee a.s.iamees. I may mention that, notwithstanding all the com- 
mtion which these claims created, a great deal of which I have reason 
0 liehoye was instigated by parties discontented on other grou.uls with 
settlement proceedings, no appeal was made by any of the Rowleeas 
iny decisions. 

Die • ^1 remark that the constitution of the 

whirl connected with the revision of settlement, on 

In re a ^ predecessor Mr, Vaiisittart 

of thp”^i ‘"i rif ’•^ther bhyacharah cliaracter of the tenures 

the IfiH talooquas, I entirely agree with the opinion expres.sed in 

th paragraph of his report of the 7th July 1815. 

• Having fully described the plan followed for ascertaining and 
tenures of the Doon. recording every description of right found to 
"Wrved fnn + 1 , J • • village, and explained the principle 

proceed tn ® «^ecision of all disputes in regard to such rights. I shall 

tenures of the district, giving 
of those which present any peculiarity. 
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75. The tenures of the Doon present but few peculiarities. They 
do not differ materially fi-om those prevailing in other parts of the couu- 
try ; while they are marked by the ordinary diversities apparent in the 
tenures of the Neighbouring hills and plains. They resemble in chanuitof 
the former or the latter, according as the present village communitiea 
derive their origin from the inhabitants of the hills or the plains, ihe 
ancestors of the present rajpoots, kullals, rangurs, goojurs, &c., inhabiting 
the villages of the southern or lower parts of the Doon, brought with 
them and naturalized the village constitutions w'ith which they were 
familiar; while the emigrants from the hills transplanted and established, 
in the scin-mountainous tracts of the district, the village constitution 
under which they had lived in their own country. Hence, in the former 
class of villages, the prevailing tenures are found to be pure zemindaroc, 
hissahdaree, puttoedaree and imperfect putteedaree, tenures of the onlin- 
ary type ; none of them present any instances of the pure bhyacharah 
tenure properly so called. In the villages of hill origin, on the other 
hand, the tenures of the more recently established villages are found to 
be pure zemindaroe, while those of the older villages, although many of 
them now of a broken character, present all the pecidiarities whidi 
mark the constitutions of those curious taloocpias, or clusters of several 
villages, so general in the neighbouring hills, which are cultivated by a 
numerous community of zemindars, all enjoying separate and indepen- 
dent proprietary right, but at the same time all bound together by joint 
responsibility for the revenue assessed on the whole mehal. ilieso 
tenures, except that they are found in mehals in which two distinct 
species of proprietary right exist, would be instances of the pmo 
bhyacharah tenures of the plains, and may be so regarded with reference 
to each of the component villages separately. 

76. It will be unnecessary in me to particularize any instances of 

the ordinary putteedaree or pure zemiudemo 
Examples of hill talooquas. they present no peculi- 

avitics, but resemble exactly similar tenures in the plains. It will bo 
sufficient to describe a few mehals as instances of the curious hill tenures 
above referred to. These mehals resemble in their more proimueiit 
features the khuts of Jounsar and Bawar, the hill perpmnah of this dis- 
trict; they are talooipias or clusters of several villages, terming one me ^ 
and situated at the base and the sides and summits of the first " 
lulls north of the Doon. The aggregate ruqbas of the component niouza 
which vaiy in number from four to thirty, form the ruqba of the en 
mehal. Each of those mouzahs is the property of a coinmuuity ot cu - 
tivating proprietors, and is managed by a he^ man called in the 
of the hills the syana, who, as the repraBentativc of the community, 
his village in subordination to the syana or head man of the whole me 
or talooqiia, who is himself generally the syana also of one or more o 
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coTTiponent villages. The cultivated and culturable land contained within 
tlie riuiba of each village is the property of the proprietary community of 
fjie village, while the -waste or forest land is common to the whole mohal. 
Every cultivator, except those of low caste recently introduced, is proprie- 
tor of his own holding, which he has the power to sell or otherwise ti-ans- 
fer at pleasure. Each subordinate syana, thus representing the village 
community, holds a khutkhuna of his village from the syana of the ta- 
looqua, and is responsible to him for the revenue payable on his village. 
It is his duty to provide for the cultivation of the waste land, and he has 
otlierwise the entire control over all the land included within the ruqba 
of his village. 

77. The superior syana of the whole talooqua, on the other hand, 
whether as theckadar under the mostajaree, or moquddum under the 
ryotwarec settlement, is the party who has hitherto engaged with Govern- 
ineritfor tlie revenue of the whole talooqua, deriving, in return for the res- 
|((Hisil)ilities and duties of his office, aj^er-centage which has varied at the 
late sottloinents from 10 to 20 per cent, on the aggregate jumabundee of 
the mouzahs composing the melial, but not possessing the power of inter- 
ference in the internal management of such component mouzahs. Former- 
ly, the dii'cct profits of the superior syana would appear to have been on 
a much smaller scale, not exceeding 5 per cent., as in the Jounsar perg\m- 
iiah ; hut ho then hrul other syaiiacliaree fees, which he no longer enjoys. 
The high scale of emoluments he *ha.s long enjoyed as moquddum, are 
probably the result of the generalizing elfectsof the ten years’ settlement, 
^vhicli assigned 20 per cent, as the allowance of all mociuddums alike. 

7^. Tlie preparation of the record of rights of those niehals of this 
chiss, in which the constitution above described 
been preserved in its original integiity, pre- 
sented no difficulties. The moquddum and his 
hrothren have boon recorded as superior proprietoi'S, while each member 
of the independent village communities has been entered in the khuteoneo 
a subordinate proprietor. The gross revenue assessed on the wliole 
mehal was distributed, at the time of fixing the juma, by the subordinate 
^Viiiias acting in concert with each other, over the several villages by a 
according to the hill custom, it l>eiug the duty of the moquddum 
or superior syana to collect the whole revenue, and pay it after deducting 
own allowance and the putwaree’s fees, into the tehsil. 

^9. Bliogpoor, Gudool and Dwarah, containing respectively six, 
^ seventeen and six villages, furnish the only per- 

aiui Dwarah instances of this description of tenure. Mal- 


kote, which contains thirty one villages, is similar 
^0 them in every respect, except that the subordinate syanas and their 
'otlireu have, owing to particular causes, lost the power which they 
oubtless originally possessed, of transferring their lauds by sale or mort- 
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gage. These causes are to be found in the past history of the mehal, 
into which I have already, in my letter No. 197 of the 11th December 
last, liad occasion fully to enter. It may be as well, however, briefly t^) 
recapitulate them. On the death, without heirs, of the hereditary superior 
syana in 1 828 , the thceka of the whole mehal, probably from deficiency 
in intelligence and influence in the inferior syanas, was transferred to 
Soorjun Negee, an entire stranger, but a man of capital and influence. 
The poverty and dependence of the rest of the proprietary community on 
their head svana probably gave the latter the opportunity of curtailing 
some portion of the righte of the former, and thus they gradually lost the 
power of transferring their land by sale or mortgage, retaining however 
in all other respects their proprietary rights. Some difficulty was accord- 

0x penence^l, at the revision of the tenures, in determining whether 
the cultivators of this mehal should be recorded as subordinate propiie- 
tors, or moiiroosee assamees. The extent of right, admitted by all parties 
to l)e actually enjoyed by them, favored both views of their character. 
The difficulty was ultimately solved by the amicable adjustment, among 
the parties themselves, of their conflicting claims. It was mutually agreed 
that the members of the cultivating community should all be recorded 
only as moiiroosee assamees, care being taken however to secure to them, 
by an attested memorandum on the kliuteonce, the full rights hitherto 
enjoyed by them. 

80 . Bliutber, another hill talooqua, has also deviated slightly from 

its original constitution. In this mehal, which 
Bhutber. contains six villages, the only change consists in 

the subordinate syanas having usurped a portion of the superior aj^\anas 
ri<dits or rather emoluments. The latter only enjoys half of the usual 
rnoipidduni’s allowance, the remaining half being the perquisite of the 
village syamis in proportion to the revenue assessed on their several vil- 
lages, or in other words, the superior and inferior syanas each possess a 
ten-hiswah share of the superior proprietary right. 

81 . Kyar Koolie, with its three dakhilce villages, is an instance of 

a hill tenure altogether of a broken character, 
Kyar Koolie. Villages Composing the talooqua are the pro- 

perty of throe distinct families, each of which has always enjoyed, even 
during the ten years’ settlement, its share of the moquddumee allowance, 
in proportion to the revenue assessed upon each village. For any reason 
there exists to the contrary, these villages might very well have been re- 
garded as separate mehals, and separately assessed. By their own deM 
however, the integrity of their talooqua was preserved, one of the syanas 
only being recorded as lumberdar and having assigned to him as such J 
common consent a quarter of the entire moquddumee allowance. 

82 . I have already mentioned that the Daeens were regardc J 
Mr. Vaiisittart as instances of hill tenures o 


The Daeene. 
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tl)p n)*ove <le.scri[)tion, and there seems no reason to dou\)t that, being 
actually ti‘iloo(i«as of admitted hill origin, they oiiginally possessed con*^ 
stitutioiis siinilai to the other hill talooquas. But the opinion rests on 
iio hotl-or foundation than a softiewhat vague analogy.* The division 
of the Daeens into thirty-six jhoolas, and the enjoyment by the Rowleeas 
of prof r otary riglit in twenty-four of these obsolete divisions, are mntte 2 *s 
of the vngiiest tradition : at no time since the British occupation have 
file J)u(-‘c‘ns presented any features of the hill bhyacharah tenure, the 
liiihtcd [)roprietary rights enjoyed by the Kowleeas in common with the 
other fissamees of the Boon, being clearly the creation of the ten years* 
scttlciiM'iit of 1830. 

cS:]. Of the pure bliyacharali tenure, the Boon affords but one single 
example. *JliC village of Nagul Ilutnala, situat- 
K^y,,,,io..fimr.bl.uid,ar.U ,,,j l.ills Hear Raj poor, is a 

muiidee or mnrt fnr hill produce which is brought 
down by the pahaives for export from the Bo(>n. It is inhabited princi- 
jnli; by burioeabs and bralimiu dealers, who have gradually acqiiin'd a 
Miiall (piantlty of laud in tlie iminediate ueighbourheod. This laud is 
till' ]uopcrty of the punch or corporation, the members of which arejoint- 
Iv and severally responsil)le for the whole re\euue. The quantity of land 
which lia[)peiis to be in tli<3 possession of each cultivator, is the measure 
of Ills interest in the whole estate, and the proportion of the revenue 
payible l»y Idni : on(3 member of the fraternity is iumberdar, and receives, 
as remuneration fur tlic dutitjs of his office, 5 per cent, on the gross 
jiiiii.i, (lie H'st of the moqiuldumee allowance being enjoyed by the 
<'thi r sliareholders in proportion to the shares of the juma payable 
h) each. 

8 k I now proceed to offer a few remarks on the third portion of 
„ . . , . mv settlement operations, the revision of the 

I Rt\i-5iun Ilf juiiia. . 1- • tir, 

jumas of the distnct. When it is taken into 
C')iisi(|( ration that the whole of tlie land of the Boon was assessed at one 
'•lutonn and arbitrary rate of I k annas 6 guiidas per acre, without regard 
the varying qualities of the soil, and the comparative advantages of 
^'Uuate and situation, which marked different villages, and without any 
^‘tfcinpt to arrive at a correct knowledge of the capabilities of each 
it is not to be wondered at that, in many instances, the assess- 
lit, fair as it many have been generally, should be found to be exces, 
^>vc and incapable of realization, and therefore to require readjustment ; 
as I have before pointed out in the 25tli paragraph of this report, 
of 1810 w'as marked by numerous other defects and omis- 
the r(‘ctitication of which, as well as the preparation of a full and 
* unite record of rights, have formed the principal objects of the remion 
^Htlenieut. 

Of the five defects of the settlement of 1810 above enumcrat- 

Vol. II. 88 
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eil l)y mo, two have reference to village ad. 
De^fecu of BtUlemcDt of niiiiistratioii ; these are, 1st, the neglect to 
provide a rule for the disposal and appropnaliou 
of tlie cultura'ble land of each village ; and 2nd, the omission to define 
the exact extent and nature of the moipidduin’s responsibility. For 
supplying those omissions, the preparation of the settlement records 
according to the system enjoined by the Board and Government, affords a 
favorable opportunity. The declaration of rights defines exactly the par- 
ties, whether one or many, on whom rests the responsibility for the 
Government revenue, while the wajib-ool-urz, or administration paper 
filed in the misl of cacli mchal, contains all the terms connected with tiio 
settlement entered into among themselves hy the members of the pro- 
prietary body j and among other matters of common interest, declares tio 
rule according to which the Wcoste land of each mehal, where it has not 
already been broken np and appropriated, shall he appropriated. 

86. The other three defects of the settlement of IS to relate to 
the principle of assessment. To reca])itulate briefly, they are, Ist, the 
inequality of the assessment caused by unvarying adlierence to the jniii- 
ciplc of one uniform rtite of assessment, which has been a source of gn- 
cral dissatisfaction ; 2nd, the assumption of the returns of the profession- 
al survey as the correct measure of the quantity of cultivated hind in 
each mouzah, instead of those of the khusrah measurement, thenhy 
creating the ‘‘ shamilat” and “ beshee” assessments, wliieh have heon a 
source of discontent and complaint ; and 3rd, the omission to defino ex- 
actly the nature of the terms known as “ grant terms,” acconlinj^ to 
which all the culturable land of a village, in excess of the one-fomtii 
mven free of assessment, was liable to be assessed ; and also the negh ct 
to enforce such as.scssment. 

87. In revising my jnmas, I kept all those defects constantly in 
view. The enforcement of tlio “ grant” assessments, whatever they niii^ht 
he, would of course at once get ri<l of the last defect, while the reiluctioii 
of excessive jumas, and the exercise of the discretion allowed me of grad- 
uating the grant assessments, jiccording to the capiahilities of the several 
villages, was calculated in a great measure to meet the first objection. 
It being dc'clared necessary to adhere to the general principle of the .set- 
tlement of 1810, sanctioned by the Board’s Orders of 2nd June bSlO, tlic 
second objection couhl only be mot, as I hope to lie able to show, by 
striking off the shamilat and beshee assessments altogether. 

88. The collection of the assessments at “ grant” rates on ah tie 

assessable culturable land within the niqha of “J 
General principle of village, althougli they liofl been duly sanciiontt 

and calculates! pnivious to the coinmenconicn 
of the settlement, having been, for some cause, hitherto wholly omifte . 
it became necessary to revise the juraa of every mchal in the rtis 
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In doing so, I adopted as a general rule, admitting however of numerous 
exceptions and modifications, the rule of assessment prescribed i>y the 
lioard s Orders above quoted, as the standard by whicli I tested all the 

j district. It was thft,inaximum to wliieh the jiimas could 

possibly bo raised, and, except for special rea.sous to the contrary, was 
(j,e amount of juma assessable on each village of the district. Uhus 

tlirew the onua of urging olijections, and showing cause why the jumas 

sn calculated shoiihi not be a.ssosscd, on the malgoozars. The terms of 
asscs,smcnt were ; 1st, the as.se.s.smeutof 14 annas 6 gimdas on the cul- 
lii.itod land. Its exhihUed Inj the relunia of the in'ofcsaional survey of 
bSSfS, whicli were assumed correctly to iuilicato the amount of cultivated 
land in each moiizah immediately previous to the settlement of 1840- 
2„d, the assignment of cultnrable land, equal to one-fourth the as.sumcd 

.pwality of cultivate! land, free of aasessmont, and 3rd, the assessment 

of the remainder of the cultnrable laml, as shewu by the returns of the 
vunrveyjust concluded, on “ grant terms,” according to the con,struetion 
put uptm these terms in the 9th paragraph of the Lieutenant (Governor’s 
Note ot the 9th April 1847,* that is, at the rate of one rupee per annum 
a.l.litional for every 15 acres after the first three years, or, as more than 
that time had ahcaily olap.sed since the commencement of the settlc- 
nionl, after the last year before the introduction of the revised jumas ; or 
ill other woi'ds, one rupi-c per 1 5 acres for the first year of the revised 
sottlemeut, 2 Ks. for tho second: and so on to 13 lis. for the 13th or 
last year. 

89. Ihe strict applicaflon of this principle of a.ssessment would have 
l« oi, perfectly fair in all eases. It would have been merely enforcimr 
till- terms to whicdi tho zemindars had agreed .at the commencement of the 
MU lenient, especially as the amount of cultnrable land, included in the 
rii'l « 1)1 each village, depended very much on the act of the zemindar 
"iii.solf, ,and the only good grounds which could bo recognized as sanc- 
‘"'I'ng a deviation from these terms in any ca.se, would bo the impossi- 
!' ‘ ^ “ collecting the juma, in comsequence of its being excessive. In 
lusu ca.se.s, on the other hand, in which, owing to the e.xertions and en- 
'i|'U.so of the zemindar.s, the cultiv.ation had, during the seven and a 

F'-ws ofthe settlement which had elapsed, been much extended, 

> Won I leiivc the full benefit of such improvement during the cur- 
yicy o tho .settlement ; for all such cultivatel land, in excess of tho a.s- 
imei amount of cultivated land in 1840, was entitled to be treated and 
' as ctilturable land. 

09. The first mouzahs taken up by me for revision of juma wore 
“"'lifiol form «f grant rate. '«««( prosperous in tho dis- 

liojj j 1 , I . tiict. "1 lie lir»t point, wliicli at tnxeted niy ath'ii- 

and ap plyiiig the revisal junnis in strict accordance 
• Vide Appendix li. 
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with the rules prescribed, was the fact tjiat tlje grant rates, assumed to 
be applicable to the excess culturable land, would prove, except in the 
case of a few very highly cultivated villages, very heavy, and therefore 
in a few yeais incapable trf realizationt It was evident that, the greater 
the disproportion between the onUivated and culturable land of any vil. 
lage, or, in other woids, the less flourishing and prosperous the village 
was, the smaller would be the actual amount of culturable laud assignable 
free of assessment, and the heavier therefore the russuddee or grant 
assessment would fall. I also found that, from want of habit, even 
the most intelligent of the zemindars were incapable of forming an 
accurate estimate of the effect of this assessment so long as it {.re- 
served its russuddee or progressive form, so much so that they all 
petitioned me in a body, including even those who were perfectly able to 
p^y tile juma in t^uestion, to substitute for the authorized lussuddee rj(te.s, 
a scale of assessment, to be still termed “ grant rates,” which should be 
calculated on an average of those rates over the remaining term of tl.e 
settlement Thus the grant assessment, instead of being one rupee per 
auuum the first year, and 2 Rs. the second, and so on to 13 Rs. the ISili 
or last year, would be 7 Rs. per 15 acres for each year of the remaining 
period of the settlement Considering the absolute insignificance of tho 
amount of the jumas affected by thes; rates, and the fact that there really 
would be no loss to Government by the adoption of this mollification 
on the contrary, that it would very much facilitate the calculation ot tho 
jumas, and still more the preparation of the annual towzees hereafter;- 
I at once acceded to the proposition of the' zemindars, and agreed that 
“ grant rate.s” in such cases should be taken to mean 7 Rs. per annum 
per 15 acres. Stated in this form, I found that the zemidars could at 
once estimate the effect of the assessment, and calculate their ability or 
otherwise to pay it. 

91. I at one time thought of making this modification the subject 
of special report, as I did the variation of the juiTeeb employed in tlie 
former and late surveys ; but the "matter did not, on considenatiQB, a})pear 
to me to be one of sufficient importance, as in my opinion no object wm 
to be gained in calculating to a nicety these jumas on the excess oultur- 
able land of the old villages. I trust the Board will not oonsidet that 1 


erred in the course adopted. 

92. “ Grant rates’ ' in this sense were very miioh more heavy tiian 

the “ English grant” rates. While the forw^ 
Bulea for assenament of equivalent to nearly 8 annas per acre, the 

grant rates, latter w^ould amount, if calculated, for the 

pose of comparison, on an average of tho juma for the first twenty 
to only H annas per acre. It was evident that a rate of 
equal to half the juma rates of the district, could rarely be 
whole of the assessable culturable land of a village without much ha 
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and discouragement to the zemindar, who, I knew from experience would 
very soon get into inetrievat.le difficulties under the pressure „f u’n over- 
a^sessment. Unless he hael alreaiiy brought under cultivation more than 
halt ol the land of his villages assessable at these grant rates or had* 
go.«l prospects of shortly cultivating the Whole, he would be unlble loner 
t„ pay the extra assessment, and the revise.! juma , would in a few >eam 
inevitably break down. In applying these rates, therefore, I had due re- 
gard to the past and present condition in r.>.s{.ect of cultivation and gene- 
ral prosperity of every village. Very lew villages, I found, would bear 
the assessment of these rates on the whole of their excess culturable land • 
some would »p<m ^ smaller or larger portion. A large class of villages’ 
to which I shall hereafter allude, would not bear the grant rates at ill’ 
the ordinary 3 anna as,sessment of past years on the cultivated area of 
18 0 hoii.g lounu to be a fair assessment. Many others again, which 
had d.^'tenorato.l ... a greater or less degree, could only be sawd f.oni 
.mpeiid.ng destruction by the grant of actual reductions of juma of great- 
er or loss amount, some of them reqpiiring to bo resettled entirely anew 
on jimiius suited to their present capability. 

yS. Between the extremes of the a.ssessments, thus briefly describ- 
ed there were many gradations, thus enabling me to adapt my j.ima.s, 

* th any amount of nicety .v.,...re,l, to the capabilities of every village 
he objection, therefore, of ine.,uality of assassment caused by the uni^ 
h rmity of the jurna rates of l«4i,, I believe to bo no long.^r applicable 
he assessments of the Doon. In.fixing the jurnas, there m.v have 
no v^ry nice estimate of the as.sets of each village ; nor was this re- 

t Is of oaci**’ ”ll'‘ -'daptation of the jurnas to the capabili- 

V s of each village was. neverthele.s.s, it is ho,M 3 d, gained, bv tl... okser- 
j >ce o a consistent rule of asse.ssment; and even if the jurnas in -mner- 

t M ages of the district, the leniency shewn will not be consider.'.! 

.( t 7 on which mcM of .i||.„o, 

gon hol.l their existi'uce, is considered. In applying the <rrant 
% or ,11 determining whether they should be applied to any particular 

to Mdlh T to observe the extent 

'“Ifvi rf ur? ; O'o P'ovious 

live Lcreav ^ ^ and to assume the prospi'c- 

'umstai.ccr'!'"'"^/ ''. years, under onlinary cir- 

‘l'>autitv of c?b“‘'T,'^ that the 

increase teg l^longing to the village will admit of such 

I'lont had 7n 1 ^ first seven years of the settle- 

‘•ier;mabin« t. 1 ^ during 

‘"to cultivaH * wenld probably l« brought 

rates. ’ 45 acres as the quantity assessable with 
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94, Having explained, to the best of my ability, the general 
j>ririciple adopted by me for the adjustment of the jumas to the capabili. 
ties of each village of the district, I will now enumerate the several claasps 
’into which the'villages naturally arrange themselves, with respect to the 
scale of assoRsmeut applied4o each. 

05. I place in the first class all those villages in which the maxi- 
. „ , mum iuma has been assessed, that is, in which, 

Meh.nlfl (lividod into 0 claasos . i:* t 77 4.1 i. 

with n ferinco to ftcale in addition to the juma ot 184!0, all the cultura- 
of a&jtbsiiiciit. excess of one-fourth given free of as- 

sessment, has been asscssetl at the prescribed grant rates. These villages 
are of course tlie best and strongest villages in the district ; they are 
only nine in number, and are situated to the south of Debra, and extend 
to a considerable distance east and west of it. 

9G. The 2nd class contains tliose villages in which, in addition 
to the juma of 1840, a portion, greater or less, 
2n(l Class. according tQ their capabilities, of the excess cul- 

tnrahlo land has ])cen assessed at the prescribed grant rates. These 
villages are thirty-two in number ; they present of course a great variety 
in condition and (piality, and are not confined to any particular locality. 
07. Tho 3rd class contains those villages in which the jumas of 
1840 have been maintained, but in which the 
whole of the culturable land contained witliin 
their ruqha has l>ecn given up to the zemindars free of assessment, during 
the remainder of the si^ttlcmeut. These villages are sixty-one in niim- 
lier, and compiise^ Ahe Daeens, the villages situated at the base and on 
the’sido of the first range of hills, and many of the villages of the eastern 
Doon. In none of these villages ha^ the cultivation materially increased 
(luring the previous seven years, nor, with reference to the quantity of 
culturable land available, and their general resources, is much increase of 
cultivation to be expected. In general, their soil is poor or the climate 

bad, and tho inhabitants impov^rislred. I have included the Daeens in 

this class, because the remission of the shamilat and beshee aaBoasmeu s, 
to wliich I sluall hereafter refer, is not virtually at vanance with e 
rule by which the villages of this class are classified, viz., the assefisiiicn 
of the juma on the actual cultivated area of 1840, 

98. The 4th class comprises those villages in which, on accoun ^ 
great deterioration, the jumas of 1840, bemo 
4th Class. considered excessive, have been set aside ‘‘is 

the basis of a-ssessment, the jumas being fixed at a 3 anna 
the whole or a portion of tho existing cultivation, with or 
assessment of grant rates on a portion of the culturable area. T esc 
lages are of every variety, and are forty-four in number. They com^ 
aU those villages which have materially deteriorated from the e 
climate aid other causes, as well as those whose ruqhas have been g 
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Ttlnccd by the unobserved or undisputed encroachments of tieighbouring 
ullages. 

DO. The 5th class consists of those villages of wliicli tlie whole or 
a portion of the cultivated and t^ulturablo area 
has been as8e83ed*ion the modified grain 
terms.” These villages are twenty-three in number, and are cither old 
desci-tcd villages restored, or are new ones of recent establishment. 
J’hey consist of those villages enumerated by Mr. Vansittart in the ^fith 
paragraph of his settlement report of the 7th July 1845, which, having 
hcori entirely ruined, were re-established by liim, and recommended to 
ho hold on English grant terms, as well as the villages restored and 
established by me. These villages should all have been regular grants 
liold on the terms of clearing leases; but, like the zemindars of the old 
\illages, the proprietors had a strong objection to progressively increas- 
iugjiunas, although the terms of assessment offered the advantages of a 
known and fixed jnma for fifty years. They therefore applied to hold 
thoir villages in zemindaree tenure at a juina calculated on the average 
either of the English grant jumas for sixteen years, that is, from 
IS 15- id when most of them were established to tho end of the present 
si'ttlemont, of the modified grant rates from tho commencement of 
tho revised settlement. I saw no objection to this proposal, as the 
terms applied for were in reality considerably less favorable to the 
gnuitoos, who moreover had in every case, at the time the eiigagemeuts 
wore taken, already cleared and cultivated tlie proportion of tho assessa- 
ble area recpiirod to be cultivated during the first t^n years, while, tho 
juina being a fixed annual sum, the preparation of 'the annual towzees 
will bo very much simplified. All tlicse villages will of course be open 
tn ru-asscssnient at the close of the current settlement. 1 append a list 
of them in statement No. D. 

100. The Gth and last class consists of the grants on clearing 
' leases, both those Already confirmed, and those 

remaining unedufirmed, fourteen in ninnhor. 
Of the former, those of 1840, only four now remain, tho rest having been 
and it is probable that, before the close of another year, one 
more of them will have become liable to resumption if not previously 
resigned. The remaining ten were, with the exception of one, provision- 
granted in the years 1845 and 1840, previous to the issue of tho 
erders of Government No. 3007 dated 20th July 1847 prohibiting the 
further granting of waste lands in the Dooii until after tho completion 
of the Kiittaputher canal. That one grant, Budrecpx>or, is a very small 
situated at the foot of the Budraj hill, and was provisionally 
; b^'^^nted to Major Swetenharn early in 1848, as a special instance, the 
Prohibition of Government not being considered applicable to land in 
^ at locality. The Kuttaputher caual having since been nearly com- 
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Daeoufi included iiv CI;iss 4. 


pleteJ, further applications for waste land on clearing leases inay 
shortly be expected. The agreenu'nts for these grants have alreiidy 
been vsigned, (the correctness of thejutnas having been first tested iu 
your otficei), aiftl the warrants English and Persian will be forwarded 
for the signature of the Secretary to Government along with this 
Import. I append in statement No. 11 a list of these grants. Tlie 
grants contained in this list, as well as those in- statement No. 1), include 
all tluise cases referied to iu pariigraph 13 of the letter of the Secretary to 
Government No. 293 of the 22nd‘ January hS4<5,* in which new vill:»(V(-.s 
had been located by persons in ex})ectation of grants on the faitli of 
C(donel Young’s proclamation of the l.st March 1838, and who therefory 
have U^eii declared entitled to hold their lands on grant terms. 

101. Although, as above-mentioned, I have included the Djioens 
among the mehals of class No. 4 of the classj. 
fication of Jumas above enumerated, that class 

being intended to comprise those villages which have been assessed uii 
tlie actual cultivation of 1840, all excess culturable land being given up 
free of assessment during tlie remaining period of the .settlement ; .still 
it may be with .some reason objected that, the JJaeens having hern 
granted reduction on the jumas of 1840 to the extent of the sliainiiat 
and lieshee asse.s.sments, cannot correctly he entered in class 4, but 
shoidd rather have been included in class o. An answer to this objec- 
tion will, I think, be found in the nature of those assessimmts, a considera- 
tion of which will .shew that, even rejecting those items of a.^sessnK‘iit, 
the Daeeiis have not heen asse.ssed on less than the actual aniuiiiit 
cultivation of 1840, had be^en correcthf returned. 

102. The nature and effects of these shamilat and besheo assess* 

, , , merits have already been tlie .subject of -such 

Slianiiiat and iK uheu a.*»so88- 

mentrt, their nature and frecpieiit repre.seiitation since the year 

that it appears almost a work of unnecessary 
rep(‘tition to enter into a minute description of them again. It nuiy 
however be as well to do so once for all, in order that the grounds of the 
reductions, founded on these items of assc.ssment, may he clearly, under- 
stood. Tills end will be best gained by recurring brietly to the principle 
of assessment applied to the Daeens, and the four other villages similarly 
circumstanced, at tlie settlement of 1840. The principle of asses.smeiit, 
or mode of calculation of the juma, ai)])lied to the.^e mehals, was an 
exception to the general principle of assessment adopted throughout the 
rest of the district. In this deviation from the ordinary principle, the 
Collector or assessing officer was helpless ; it was forced upon bim by 
the erroneous method of survey, adopted iu regard to the Daeens 
described in the 47th paragraph of this report. It will be recollecte*- 
that the Daeens were never surveyed at all rnehalwar or 

• Vide Appt'udix A. 
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cither profeasionally or by khusrah ; instead of tliis, long strips of land, 
cnlled puttras were surveyed, each of whicli contained the land of several 
. J);i(cns, and, as it happened, 6f several other independent villages 
lasides, the aggn'gate oi the riujbas of which puttras wasr equivalent to 
Iho Mg<,n-egate ot the riiqluus of the eight JJaeons and the four other 
v]ll.‘i,u(‘S included in th(3 puttras. 

J()3. As the Surveyors measurements, professional or khusrah, 
gave no returns of the cultivated land of each 
„l to the iUeens. ot these mcliak, the principle ot adopting the 

returns of the professional survey as the stan- 
of assessment could not be carried out in regard to the Daeens, 
the other independent villages above-mentioned. The only mehah 
Av.invtnrns available, from which tlie cultivated land of each of these 
iiiidials Could bo calculated, were the kliulconees, which were extracted 
iiiclialwar from the klnisrah. Had the latter beem quite or nearly 
convet, a sufheicntly correct return of the cultivated land of each mehal 
^\oul(l have been obtained liy this process, and the assessments might 
li;i\(‘ been calculated on the results as given by tlie khuteoneos, without 
hciii-r iiiaterially incorrect, and th(u*efore without causing dissatisfaction, 
as lar at least as the beshee assessments were concerned. The khusrahs, 
liowever, were on the (;ontrary, as since ascertained, very incorrect, both 
iiiassiuniiig inconvet areas to the ditferent fields, and in altogether 
oniirling to exhibit largo^ cpiantities of cultivated land. The onnssion 
oi a huge (piantity ot cultivatiMl land amounting to upwards of 300 
■K'lcs, lielonging to several Haivns in the puttrij, of Dowlas, pointed out 
ill the 2.)th paragraph of Mr. Vansittarths report, is an extreme exam- 
l>ir of tlu! incorrectness of the khusrahs. The discrepancy between the 
iviiiinsof the aggregate amount of cultivated land of the Daeens, 
iii' luding the four other villages, as obtained from the khusrahs through 
hit- khuteonees, and the aggregate of the cultivated lands of the puttras, 

’ hy the letnrns of the professional surva'y, was therefore v'ory 
much exce(.Mliiig in fact' the ordinary average diftereiico between 
i K* professional and khusrah returns of otlier villages. For the ])urpose 
'’Oiiitiiitamiiig tiuitoimity in tlie jirindplo of calculating the junias, by 
pling the retniais ol the pirofessional survey as the standard of 
this difference was distrihuti'd, in proportion to the returns 
f'liltivation as given hy the khuteonees ot each mehal, over the eight 
^^‘U-Viis and tour other villages, and tlio jnmas were then calculat(‘d on 
mteonee returns plus the proportions of this diftercnco, called 
assigned to eacli. 

lids was the true origin of the beshee assessment, and not, 
asHcssment ^ represented, merely the difference 

^ between tlie professional and khusrah returns 

late y i^ each of the Daeens. Had this latter been the case, and 

Vul. II. S9. 
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the amount of the difference, as is prohable, thus not exceeded the 
general average, no dissatisfaction would have been expressed. But 
calculated as the junuis were on a principle wholly unintelligible to the 
cultivators affected by it, who were ready enough to assume that the 
khusrah returns wore right, and tlic professional ones wrong, and who 
thus believed that they were in a manner made the victims of a rough 
way of squaring the discrepancies caused hy the errors of the reveiuio 
survey, it is not to be wondered at that much dissatistactioii should have 
been felt by the individual culti viators, on whom the weight of the extra 
assessments fell, especially as the moquddums laid no portion of the 
beshee assessment on cultivation omitted from tlie kliusrali, which was 
invariably in their own hands, and wbioh they thus enjoyed Iree of 
assessment. Such was the besliee as.sessment, and one couhl not lia\e 
been devised, which from its form alone without reference to its amount 
which after all w«as insignificant, was more likely to Ciiuse dissatisiactioii, 
105. The shamilat asse.ssnients were, if possible, a still groakr 


ShamiUt a.sse8ament. 


source of discontent, and subject of compluint. 
There was no difficulty in ascertaining the exa(n 


amount of shamilat lands belonging to each melial. The peculiar 


method of survey above described was in no way accountable tor this 
grievance. It was an accident that the same mehals, which had caiiso 
to complain of one description of over-asses.smeut, were the very nichals 
most affected by the other. The causes ot the shamilat assessment wero 
two-fold. The return of laud assessable at the 3 an qa juma rates in 
each village always includes the “ ooftadali jutleed,’’ or fallow Iniul 
periodically thrown out of cultivation, which in hill villages anuu.illy 
amounts to a large quantify. Such land is called shainilat ; it is not 
confined to the Daeens, but is oomiuon to all the hill villagers, and to 
almost all villages of the Doom, But the shamilat lands to which tlie 
complaints of the zemindars ©f the Ikwsens principally referred, wciv. 
the lands which could in no sense l>e called cultivatotl lands, over whicli 
the plough had for one year heoii hiirriodly driven ninler the impal'^c 
Colonel Young’s proclamation of the 1st March 1838, and 'vyith the 
object of preventing what the zemindars regarded as their own 
from passing into the possnssion of strangers, as described in tlio -^ti 
paragraph of the letter of Secretiiry to Government No. 293,* dated 
22nd January 1845. The assessment of such lands at the foil 
rates, was clearly, if not absolutely inequitable, still somewhat 
inasmuch as it cairsed a disappointigont of well founded expectations. 

106. On account of the first description of shamilat alone, ^ 
zemindars of the Dacens would certainly have expressed no dissatis ‘ ^ 
tion, as they would have had no greater cause for doing so than | 
of the other hill mehals, who readily and without co mplaint reg uj^ 

* Vide Appendix A. 
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paid tills specips of assessment. To enable them to do the same, (die 
niuquddiims of the Daeeiis would only have had to re-sort to the hill 
expedient, with which perhaps they were le.sa familiar, of a “ phant'' or 
(listriliution of such extra, assea.sment over the whole body of cultivators 
.acconling to the -general condition of each, and not with reference only 
to tlic (luantity of land held by each ; and this they could have done 
ffithiii roasonablo limits without causing dissatisfaction. But the other 
spccii's of shiimilat swelksl the quantity to an amount which would not 
adiMit of .such general distribution, without cau.sing di.scontent ; and 
liMirc tlio shamilat asse-ssment, like the beshee, has, ever since the 
ciiiirlii.sion of the settlement in 18 -tO, been a standing grievance to which 
tlie zoiiiiiidars have never become reconciled. 

107. I have entered fidly into the origin and nature of the 
sluuiiilat and beshee as.sessments, chiefly with the view of shewing the 
iii<'i|uitai>le cdiaracter of the assc.ssment.% at the time they were made, 
and of explaining the rule, which, on the occasion of the revision of 
jiiiuas, I adopted for testing the fairness of the past jumas of the 
D.iwns. Considering the nature of those as.sessments, which, with good 
iTiwin or otherwise, were regarded by the zemindars them.selves as 
inoqnit:! I do, it .appeared to me that it would be unadvisable and impo- 
litic to continue tlunn, or rather to confirm jumas which confe.s8cdly 
inchulial them, (.such a course bein^r certain to perpetuate the dissatisfac- 
tion which had long prevailed,) utdess it should .appear as the result of 
the resurvoy, and on careful examination, either that the cultivation of 
the Itaceiis had considerahly incre.wd during the period of seven and a 
liiilt yo,ir,s, which had elapsed since the commencement of the settle- 
ment, .ir that the zemindars were otherwi.se .in a highly prosperous 
I'on litioii, and that the old jumas werofair with reference to such other 
coii.siderations. 


Kts. My inquiries determined me to decide in favor of the zeinin- 
mrs hy availing myself of the- (li.scretiou, allowed me in the Utli para- 
gmpl. of tile Government lettei of instructions, and granting reductions 
11 1 le extent of the shamilat and heshee as.spssmetits. There xvas no 
''ttii’idtyinascertainjHg the exact amount of the Latter item, as it had 
r-ays kept a distinct item in the original jnmalamdee. For the 
jmer or .shamilat item, I a.ssmned the result of Mr. Vansittart’s purtal 
^ MMironient of 184..5 .as the most correct that could now be obtained. 

“j a eration in the disposition of the cultivation iirecluded the possi- 
I'liity of more accur.ate returns. 

llie grounds on wliich I resolved to strike out the shamilat and 
for striking out beshee asscs.sincnts were as follows : 1 st. The 
shamilat assew- amount of the present cultivation of e.ach D.aeen, 
v^.|.y p... . shewn hy the returns of the late resurvey, ia 

c in excess of that of 1840, even striking out the shamilat and 
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beshee iieim. If the fallow lands of the present returns be excluded 
from the computation, it is in most of the Daeens even less. I have 
drawn up for the purpose of comparison a statement {vide No. 7 appen, 
ded to this repdrt), shewing the assumed amount of cultivated latuj on 
which the jumas of 18-tO were calculated, the amount of shamilat amj 
beshee lands, and the present quantity of' cultivated and fallow land m 
each mehal. 2nd. According to the principle now adopted for the 
distribution of the juma over a mehal, each assamee or cultivator is 
responsible for the rent only of ‘the land actually lield by him, which 
cannot exceed the juma rates of 14 annas 6 guiulas an acre, if he pay 
money rents, and in the Bjieens is always less, if lie pay in kind, the 
land in possession of the latter description of cultivators being tlie 
poorest and least productive. Wliile, therefore, the zemindars, in virtue 
of their newly acquired rights, would have to hear the burden of i\\\ 
the extra assessments, the only funds from which they could pay them 
would be the profits on their own cultivation, which, as their lands are 
admitted to he of go<')d quality, are considerable, and the profits on 
building leases, of which however in many c<ases they only enjoy 
one-third, a considerable part of this description of land having lierni 
alienated previous to the revision of settlement ])y the cultivators hy 
whom it was leased out; the remaining two-thirds of the profits in many 
instances being the perquisites of the latter class under the arrangement 
described in the 58th paragraph of this report. 3rd. The culturablo 
land in tlie Daeens, though now at tho undisputed disposal of the 
proprietary body, is scarce and poor in quality ; their chance therefore uf 
prospective profits from the culturtihlo land of their villages is very 
limited. 4th. The proprietary body is a numerous and iinpoverislied 
race, and tho difficulty always felt in realizing the revenues has been 
annually increasing. 

110. I have thought it necessaiy to enter thus minutely into an 

explaiiation of the grounds on which I hav^ recommended the remission 
of the shamilat and beshee assessments, as tlje total amonut of remissions 
on these accounts, (as will he seen by' reference to statement No^ /,) I'l 
considerable, and the course I have adopted variance vvitii tho 

opinion expressed in the 2dth paragraph of the Lieutenant Governors 
Note of the 9tb April 1847.^ 1 trust, however, the explanation I have 
offere<l will he deemed satisfactory. 

111. Of equal importance with tlie determination and declaration 

of rights and the revision of jumas, was the 
■ettlement re- preparation of an ample and accurate settle- 

ment record. For this, as well as for the riho* 
duction of several minor improvements in matters of detail connec 
with the collection of the revenue, the arrangement of the 

Vide Appendix B. 
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records, and the mode of conducting business in the Revenue office, the 
revision of settlement afforded a most favorable opportunity. 

112. Nothing could be more meagre, incomplete, and useless, for 
tlic purposes of a permanent record, than the settlement “records hitherto 
existing in the office. The only apology for such records, besides the 
well finished scientific English pergunnah and vilkge maps, were the 
slmjra and khusrah of the revenue survey, and a book called the “ Sc-tlde- 
inout Register” prepared in the Collector’s office, which is mentioned iu 
Colonel Young’s letter No. 4 of the P2th January 18 12, reporting his 
aMtlemcut of 1840, answering the double puipo.se of a ’khuteonot”and 
animal jurna statement, but without the fullness of the former. Even 
these documents, few as they were, were incorrect ; and as, in conse- 
qinnee of the utter inefficiency of the putwaree establislimont, the 
Iiiitwareo’s record of annual mutations proscribeil by the Board’s orders 
wore not ki’pt up, they very soon became utterly valueless. 

1 1 S. 'riie supplying of the great desideratum of ample and accurate 
Bdtieinent records was neces.sarily a work of much labor and expense. 
The extreme difficulty of procuring Ameens for the survey, already 
hroiigiit to the Board’s notice, was not gi-eater than that of obtainiii"- (ho 
service of good and skilful mohurrirs, accustomed to the details of 
settlement work. For the success of my efforts to obtain an efficient 
agency, as well as for the complete, correct, an.l neat manner in whi.d, 
tlio settlement records have been prepared, I am much indebted to the 
real, untiring perseverance, and patience of my tehsildar, Moonshee 
fiingim Loll, who had much to contend with in the inexperience ami 
lilt iftoreiice of thepe nnanent revenue establishment, and the jnitwarc'cs, 
fiii'l even the zemindars themselve.s. I have already, in niv letter 
”• 48 of the 2.')th September last, brought the valuable "services 
iviiilcicl by the tehsildar to the noti<^ of Government and the Board, 
aiH foimde.1 upon them recommendations in his behalf, which I earn- 
.V lope will meet with the favorable consideration of Government. 

14. The settlement j-eoords prepared at the revision of settlement, 

SoUicine’i’it misig. ^ coiifiilently say, are complete, and leave 

, |. . . Rb'thing to be desired. I have every reason to 

mi r? I ‘‘J * accurate, ns they will, I tliink, be ad- 

tu to be full and complete ; the settlement misls having been 
lined strictly after the pattern of the latest approved specimens of 
Kyfeet-i-serishtah to the final rooboocarreo. 

I ‘'ave during the past year had several oppor- 
(lisDiir " deciding summary suits and other miscellaneous 

I ■ P ^tes requiring reference to the misls. The result, I am happy to say, 

I’o the f which has come to my notice, been very sati.sfactory. 
Wa ih ^ of the wajib-ool-urz or administration paper, and the 

“J> ooturt and khutoonoe. khuteonee, or moontukhub, in each misi, I 
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have paid particular attentioHj taking care that not a single point 
affecting the right of the varioUs classes possessing an interest in 
each village, should l)e left undetermined or unrecorded In tlie 
former docuriKilit have been recorded, the terms of agreement among 
the proprietors’themselves, including the law of succession to the estate, 
the provisions for the election and remuneration of the lumberdar, 
the rule for the distribution and disposal of waste land both culturahle 
and barren, the distribution of proprietary profits, the distribution of 
village expenses, the remunoratiort: ofputwarees and other village oftieers, 
and many other points wliich it is unnecessary to enumerate. In the 
latter docuineiit have been carefully specified, the extent of right remain, 
ing to those recorded as mouroosee assainees, especially those who have 
voluntarily resigned the proprietary rights of 1830, but continue to pay 
as rent the 3-aima jiima rate, and all arrangements of a special nature 
between the assameo and his zemindar, especially the condition agreed to 
bet ween tlieni regarding the course to be })iirsued in leasing land for 
building ])urp()S(^s, as set forth in paragrapli 58 of this report. 

115. Tlio preparation of a full and acmirate jumabundcc has provid- 


Adjustment of rent. 


ed completely for the regulation of all transao- 
tioni^between the cultivators and the lumberdar 


or putteedar under whom they cultivate. It has been found an invaria- 
ble rule that when this payment of money rents lias been maintained by 
the wish of the cultivators, no lower rate than 3 annas a beegah has been 
conceded by the zemindar. Where this has been found, as in some of 
the p^Jorer lauds of the Daeeus, and in newly established villages, too 
heavy a rent, the assamees have been obliged to consent to the payment 
of lujkaree or grain rents. In tWs manner, rents have bec'ii couveniently 
and satisfactorily adjusted without the necessity on the part of the 
Collector of tlic interference in the internal distribution of the juina over 
the several villages, comprising the Daeeus, deemed necessary by Mr. 
Vansittart, under the system of settlenxeut proposed by him for 
Daeeus. Under the revised system, each cultivator pays rent for the 
actual amount of laud he cultivates, according to the rates agree<l,upon 
and entered in the khuteonee and jumabuiidee; the difference between 
the juma and the aggregate rental of the mehal constituting the zemiii' 
daree profits. Finally, each piitwaree and each lumberdar luis heeu 


furnislied with the khewut papers and khuteonee of his village. 

1 J 0. The complete revision of the settlement of 1840 has afforded a 

favorable opportunity for introducing several ini- 

improvements in the details of the revenue 

system of the district. Among the greatest defect-si 

of the system hitherto in force, was the moile of remunerating the villacj® 

^ r , , moquddums and putwarees. The former, for the 

Remuneration of lunibcr- \ \ . lorv of 

dara services they rendered, were assigned a salary 


Remuneration 

dam. 
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20per cent, on tlie Government revenue of tlieir viUages. The gro.ss revenue 
wflH considered tlie jurna or Government demand. This was collected in 
full according to the prescribed lasts ; but the payment of the mo- 
qiiddinnee allowance was deferred until the close of the Fuslee year, 
and after the audit of a bill for tlie amount by the ‘Cfivil Auditor. 
This system was not only imnccessarily cumbersome, but obviously open 
to many objections on other grounds. It luwl to pass twice through the 
liands of the mofussil revenue officers before it reached the nnxpulduin, a 
necessity .almost certain to give rise to'^'^abusc. Next, a village on which 
80 per cent., or the Government share of the juma, had been iltdy paid 
in, was still returned as in balance, although the remaining piortion wa.s 
the inoqudduui’s property, in the collection of which the State had no 

M™|«<Wurn'» ailnwance an.l U.i.lor the improved system now 

piituaiet'H’ tVc'H tloduoted introduced, the raoipiddumee allowance, and, as 
iioiii gio. .s pumi. explained, the putwarees’ fees 

have bemi deducted from the gro.<!a juma calcnl.ated at the proscribed 
nitcs, and engagements have been taken for the net jnin.a remaining 
after the.so deductions ; tlie proprietors and lumberdars and putwarees 
luing left to collect, the former their rents, whitdi include their allowance, 
and the latter tludr foes, according b) the *authorized pr(>ces.s. By the 
unanimous wisli of the proprietors, where there are more than one, 1 5 
percent, of the deduction from the gross r(‘venne <hus allowed i.s thrown 
into the general fund of village profit.s, and the whole dividi'd in propor- 
tion to their shares among the numibers of the proprietary body ; while 
the uMnaining o per cent, lias been assigned to the lumberdar, (now no 
longer calhxl a mocpiddum), as reiiiumration for bis duties as village 
inauagor. I have before mentioned that in many villages it lias always 
hcoii the practice with the iiio(|uddunis to regarcl the moqinUhimee hng 
111 the light of a substitute for the usual village profits, and to share it 
his brethren in proportion to their interests in the village*. I have 
givin, in settlement Mo. o, a U^t of those villages in wlucli this custom 
has always prevailed. The number is not inconsiderable witii referenee 
to the number of villages which are the propierty of a single individual. 

117. The utterdu^^iency of the p^utwaree establishment has been 
Tw , , . . «f the greatest defects of the revenue system 

of this district, pre-vious ta the revision of settle- 
ni<‘iit. Thi.s was attributable entirely to the erroneous footing on which 
t-ho putwarees were placed, and their being required to perform duties 
'vliolly foreign to their office. They were twelve in number, were ser- 
vants of Goveniment on a salary of Bs. 5 a month each, besides an allovv- 
for stationery of Es. 3-8 a month. This entailed an expense of 
^62 Rupees per annum on Government, which, assuming that the put- 
performed their legitimate duties,, ought to have been borne by 
^ zemindars ; but as it was, being nothing more than Government ser. 
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vants employed wholly in the collection of the revenue, and residing at 
the sudder station, and hence ignorant of the affairs of the villages within 
their circle, tliey were utterly inefficient fur the performance of the legith 
mate duties of putwarees. 

118. Tla'y have now been placed on the same footing as elsewhere, 
and aro, as they sliould be, the servants of the :^miudars, in accordance 
with wliose wishes, as far as possible, they have been nominated, and by 
whom they will in future be paid. As directed in the 8tli paragraph of 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Note of the 9th April 1847,* the Government 
establishment has been discontinued, and, the Government having origi, 
nally undertaken to bear the expense, a pro raid reduction of jurna luia 
been given to the proprietors, to cover the expense of the establishniout 
now to be borne by them. The rate of reduction on account of putwareef 
fees fixed by me, was Rs. 3-2 per cent, or half an anna per rupee, which, 
assuming the gross juma to be as nearly as possible Rs. 25,000, amounts 
on the whole rent-roll to Rs. 780, or nearly the same as the aggregate 
amount of the salaries of the Government putwaree establishment. Pro- 
vision hiis also been made for additional payments to the putwarees at 
the same rates, or by a proportion of the crops where the rents arc in 
kind, on account of all land \tliich may bo brought under cultivation sul)- 
se(|uently to the introduction of the revised settlemout. Tins has en- 
abhal me to increase the number of putwarees from 12 to 20, and at the 
same time made it the putwaree’s iiiterest to keep himself fully informed 
of the internal affairs, in all their detail, of the villages under his charge. 

119. The training and education of the putwaree establishment has 

been a work of immense labor to the tehsildar 

Instnictiou of putwarees. i i • i t i i 

ami liis subordinates, under whoso superiuteiiu- 

eiice and teaching they have succeeded in preparing the annual papei*s, 
and, (for the first time since the settlement), have filed a complete set of 
ihe annual papers fur the Fuslec year 1256, corresponding to 1848-19, 
the first year of the revised settlement. Care shall be taken to have tlie 
putwarees fully in.structcd in their duties, and to have these valuable re- 
cords in future carefully and correctly kept up. 

120. There has hitherto beem no village chowkeedaree establishment 

in existence in the Doon, although the moqiid- 
^ dums were, under the terms of their engagement 

with Government, responsible for the police as 
well as the revenue of the district. I’he want of an efficient village police 
has fur some time past been much felt, and will be so more and more 
every year as the population increases. 

121. It was my desire to devise a system of village police which 
should, in some measure, supply this want. That there can be any thing 
like an efficient establishment of this sort in so thinly popu lated a co^ 

• Vide Appendix B. 
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trv as the Boon, is out of the question. The subject has presented many 
difficulties, which I have not yet been able altogetlier to meet and over- 
come. Tile village proprietors are, in general, too poor, and the population 
^00 scanty, to admit of a chowkeedar .to each village. It* appeared to me, 
therefore, when I first took up the subject with the view of forming a 
cliowkeedan^e estfiblishment, that, what I believe, when practicable, to be 
by far the best system, that of assigning a small jageer to each chowkee- 
(jar for his support, would not be feasible in this district, as it would b() 
lu'cossary, from the limited numl>er ofbhowkeedars, which the chowke(‘- 
(lareo funds would admit of, to assign several villages to each ; under 
which circumstances the chowkeedar, it was to be feared, would naturally 
be inclined to consider himself the servant of the village in which his land 
was situated, and to neglect the other villages, even if the proprietors of 
those villages should remunerate him in some other manner. 

122. I therefore give tlie prefereuc(‘, and, a.s it a])|)eared at the time, 
with the concurrence of the zemindars, to the plan of assessing a cliow- 
kmliiree fee in money, the amount to l)oar a fixc<l pro])ortiuu to the net 
juiua, and to be collected, like the one percent. n)ad fund, along witij the 
iustilineuU of revenue, and to be formed into a fund for tlie payment of 
a lK)dy of village police. The scale of asse.ssmeut I fixed at Us. 8-2 per 
cent, on the net juma of each village. This 1 calculated, assuming tlie 
iK't jnina of tlie di.strict at Us. 20Ji)0(), would yiobl Us. 025 per annum, 
which, at tlie rate iif Us. 2-<S per month to each man, would be sufficient 
to provide twenty cliowkeeilars for the whole district. 

128. i3ut 1 found, when 1 came to carry this plan into effect, that 
the a.sses.sment was felt to be, as in Iriitli it was, 
very heavy, without promising any benefits at 
all commensurate with the expense. For the 
niimUjr of ohowkee<lars which the fund would provide, would be alto- 
gether insufficient for the efficient watch of the number of villages placed 
uiuler the protection of each cliowke«‘dar, amounting on an avei'age tt) 
eight each. I therefore abandoned tliis project, and am now engaged in 
devising a system, similar to that generally prevailing in other parts of the 
Country. I siiall endeavour to arrange that, where possible, the chowkee- 
d-‘u\s shall have small jageers of land a.'^signed tliem, and where this is not 
possible, tliat they shall be paiil in certain fixed quantities of grain. 'All 
the large and more populous villages will be required to maintain one 
chowkeedar, each assigning him a small portion of land, with payment 
licsidos in grain, if necessary. Villages, inferior in size and population, 
''^dl have to maintain one chowkeedar to two or three contiguous villages, 
ciicli paying him certain fees in grain, in proportion to its popukition, 
remote and isolated villages, too poor to maintain a chowkeedar, shall 
be compelled to support one, in which case they will be no worse oft* 
dian they were before. 1 feel no doubt of being able to ciirry this plan 

Vol. II. 0(> 


Heiimueralioii of chowkee- 
(huij. 



708 REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OP DEHRA DOON. 

into effect. My measures, however, are not yet matured. I am, therefore, 
not prepared at present to submit the village police statement required 
by the settlement directions, which, however, I shall not omit to do 
hereafter, as sooli as my arrangements have been completed. 

12 k Besides the deductions from the gross juma above specified, 
^ , all remissions of a permanent character, such as 

Other Minhaee items or de- i . j. i i 

auctions frora the gross those on account of nxeci cantonment lands, 

revenue. lands occupied by public buildings, the bankvS of 

the canal, and the church <?ompoifnd, have been deducted at the time of 

fixing the revised jumas. The rent-free lands formerly reported, and the 

release of which in perpetuity has been sanctioned, have of course been 

excludal from the settlement ; a separate register in the prescribed form 

having been prepared of such rent-free lands. 

125. As the revision of settlement operations was commenced in 

the early part of 184 j 7, and as I fully expected 
Date and duration of settle- would be completed before the com- 

mencement of the official year 1848-49, I fixed 
on the 1st May 1818, as the date from which the revised settlement 
should be introduced all over the district, and as upwards of seven years 
had passed since the commencement of the twenty years’ settlement pro- 
posed by Colpnel Young, I have taken engagements from the malgoozars 
for thirteen year% from the 1st May 1§48, making the whole duration of 
the settlement, in consequence of the change from the Fuslee to the offi- 
cial year, twenty and a half years. I beg to recommend, therefore, that 
the revision of settlement now reported with all its provisions may be 
sanctioned for thirteen years from the 1st May 1818. This arrangement 
will render it necessary to provide for the adjustment and close of the 
account of the allowance hitherto paid to the moquddurns of the Doon, 

for the broken period between the close of the 
Adjustment of account of fuslee year 1254, the last for which the allow- 

mouuddumee allowance. . 

ance has been passed, and the commencerneni 
of the official year 1848-49, that is on the November and December or 
6-anna kists of 1255 Fuslee or A. D. 1847. The amount of these kists, 
exclusive of irrecoverable balances, was Ks. 9,976*'li-10, on which the 
allowance paid to the moquddurns of the Doon was Rs. 1,995-5-10. This 
ambunt now stands in the inefficient balance of my office. I have, there- 
fore, the honor to solicit special authority for its disbursement. 

126. There are a few villages, of which I have appended a list m 

, , . statement No. 8, which have for several years 

B^ick'o/ the rent- been wholly depopulated. The retention o 

them on the rent-roll is unnecessary. They are, 
therefore, recommended to be struck off as directed in the 28th paragrap 
of the settlement instructions of the 22nd January 1845.^ I have^^’ 


Vide Appendix A. 



REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OP DEHRA BOON. 709 

iu the column of remarks of the statement, a brief statement of the cir- 
cumstances which caused the decay of each. 

127. I take this opportunity to bring to your notice that there are 

several villages situated in the * eastern Doon, 
Viihvges of precarious exist- unhealthy locaRties in which 

they are situated, are not expected to stand 
long, and may be swept away or deserted at any time. At the earnest 
request of the parties who hold them however, they have been regularly 
settled for the remaining period of the settlement. I have classed all 
such villages in a separate list, which is contained in statement No. 10, 
and I propose, in regard to them, that, as soon as any of them shall 
become deserted, and there appear no hopes of its restoration, such 
village be at once struck off the rent-roll, the citation of this paragraph 
of the present report to be deemed sufficient in support of the recommen- 
dation. By this means the inconvenience, hitherto felt in the recommen- 
dation of annual remissions of revenue equal in amount to the juma of 
such villages, will be avoided. 

128. Villages of thi.s precarious description are just a.s likely to 

start suddenly into existence as to be obliterated 
oukivSion. malaria. It lias long lieon the practice 

for the remnants of the inhabitants of a depopula- 
ted and deserted village, to settle on some spot entirely removed from their 
former locality, and to commence cultivating. This process, though proba- 
bly irregular, is productive of no evil. The small patches thus cultivated 
iu the middle of dense jungle, are neither valuable to Government nor 
coveted by others, and they are too insignificant and of too precarious 
an existence to be fonned into regular jungle grants. I do not think, 
therefore, that the practice should be discouraged, though it should be 
placed under due control I have accordingly adopted the practice 
lately of requiring all persons desirous of cultivating small jungle patches 
of land to apply for leave to do so, and to state in their application the 
terms on which they are willing to cultivate such land. The terms are 
necessarily veiy lenient ; in such cases I usually allow such applicants to 
cultivate one year without payment of any rent, and then, if I find that 
they have become tolerably firmly established, I enter into such 
summary settlement with them, as I find practicable, requiring them to 
P^y an annual rent at low rates, either ‘‘ rusudee” or fixed, for the land 
they have occupied and cultivated, during occupation, the terms, however, 
lu no case to be considered to extend beyond the period of the existing 
settlement. Their rents, which are very insignificant in amount, are 
^^rried to account under the head of “ profit and loss,” or sewae collec- 
hons, and are not exhibited in the annual kistbundee. 

129. The only other modification which I have thought itneces- 
teration of the kists. sary to recommend, is connected with the collec- 
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tion of the revenue. The lO-anna kists liave hitherto been collected in 
May and June, and the G-anim kists in JMoveniber and December. 
As, however, the khurreef crops of this district are much more valua- 
ble and productive than the rubbee ones, I beg to recoinmend, as a mea- 
sure much ‘'desired by the zemindars, that the kists be transposed, 
tlie (j-anna kists being coll octal in May and June, and the lO-aiiiiaiu 
^November and December. I have accordingly adopted this inodihcatiou 
from the 1st May 1848. 

1 JO. 1 beg to submit in stjitement No. 12, a list of outstanding 
balances up to the year 1847-48. These hal- 
outstundiDgba- amounting to Us. 2,60:).0-2, are all nomi- 

nal, being com|x>se(l entirely either of the jurna 
of obliterated villages, which reejuire to bo struck off the rent-roll, or of 
the ainouiit of reduction of juma prop«)sed by Mr. Vansittart in his 
report, and carried into effect in anticipation from 1st May 1845. No 
sanction having been obtained fur tiiese reductions, although Mr. 
Vansittart s levised jnmas have all been upheld by me ; these items have 
all been lield in the bukya towzee as suspended balances, pending the 
submission of report on the revision of settlement. I have entered in 
the column of remarks of this statement, brief remarks explaining the 
origin and nature of these outstiiuding l)alanc(\s, and have to request 
that their remission may be sanotione<l. The balance of the year 
1848-49, amounting to Us. 7,943-J-G, are also nomin.al, I have already, 
when submitting the usual annual balance statements, furnislied a detail 
of these bnlance.s, and explained that they consist wholly of the 
difference between the jumas of the old and revised settlements. Their 
apparent amount is large in consequence of the net juma being exhibited 
under the revised settlement, instead of the gross juma as funnerly. 
I'lie sini])le sanction of the introduction of the revised settlement from 
the 1st .May 1848, the date recommended, would be sufficient authority 
for the immediate remission of these nominal balances ; but to prevent 
mistake, I Ijeg to solicit special sanction for their remission. r 

131. Tlie last subject on whicli I have to offer a few remarks, are 
the expenses incurred in the revision of settle- 
^'tyemuit ^ revision of Bet- These I have exhibited in a tabular 

form in statement No. 13 appended to this 
report. Tliey are, as will bo obseiwed, of twokind.s, those, namely, which 
have been already sanctioned, and those for which I am now about to 
solicit sanction. The latter consist of— -1st, the expenses of the measure- 
ment and the preparation of the papers appertaining to it, (among which, 
for the sake of greater des[)atch, 1 included the khuteonee or moon- 
tukhub,) being work performed on contract by arnceiis, and 2 nd, the 
contingent expenses, being those incurre d in providing jiirreebs, station- 
ery, rlv)tb for busta.s and maps, and the binding of tlie settlement 
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into tlie form of strong books. 

132. I have already, in several of my former letters, mentioned the 

extreme difficulty I experienced in procuring 
Difficu^lty m procuring ameens, in consequence, partlyf of the demand 

for ameens in the Cis and Traifs-^itlej states, 
and partly of the laborious and unreiniinerative character of the work, 
ja a barren and uneven country like the Doom For several months I 
could not procure the number I required, aud it was not until I offered 
tli (3 unusually high rates of Rs, 4 per IttO cultivated acres, and Rs. 2 per 
100 uiiuultivateil acres, that I succeeded iu doing so. Had it not Ijeen 
for the necessity of paying these high rates, it was my intention, under 
tlie discretion allowed me in the 25th paragraph of the Lieutenant 
Governors Nute of l)th April 181? 7,* to have proposed, as the necessity 
fur the rerneiisurement ot the Doon ha<l arisen from no fault of the 
zoiniudars, that it should l)e made wholly at the Government expense. 
Witli reference, however, to the higli amount of these expenses, and the 
advantages in other respects as set forth in the above paragraph of the 
Note, of making r.lio Z(*niindars, where practicable, bear such expenses, I 
resolved on dividing the expenses iu nearly equal shares between the 
Government and the zemindars, for whose benefit tli(*y have been 
iiicuiT(‘(], aud 1 trust tliat the distribution I have mmle, will meet with 
tho approval and sanction of the Board and Government. 

133. It will be necessary to explain iu a few words tlie principle 

on which 1 proceeded in making this distribu- 
Distiibutiou of bxpensefl. j .sauio rates were charged 

ove^ the whole district, the exjK.‘nses would fall very unequally on the 
zoiuiiulars of different villages : the proprietors of villages with small, 
hut highly cultivated riuibas, with a very small proportion of barren 
^vaste land, would have to pay very little in comparison with those of the 
^haggling barren rocky villages of the hilly portion ot the district, which 
include in their ruqhas imnnmse tracts of mountain land. I therefore 
resolved, if possible, to charge the latter at considerably lower rates than 
the former. Tho following plan enabled me to do so without causing 
<iissatisfactiou to those' zemindars who were charged the highest rates. 
First,— I assumed the whole expensiis of the measurement, including the 
prepaiation of a portion of tlie settlement records, at the rates laid down, 
un tho wliole measured area as given iu tho General Statement. This 
amounted to Rs. 4,298-15-6. I then set aside as the share to be charged 
hUlie Government one moiety of this sum, or Rs. 2,149-7-9 ; of the 
other moiety, I collected from such zemindars as I thought could pay it 
Without hardship, the full rates, resolving to give the rest such remissions 
funds would afford. For these remissiou.s the funds were obt«iiiied 
^^lollows: — The actual' expenses of the measurement, including tho 
* Vide Appendix B. 
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])reparation of a portion of the records, to wliich I thought the funds at 
my disposal might legitimately and with iidvantage be applied, fell slioit 
of the total amount calculated at the full rates by Rs. 545-10-4, inanv of 
the anieens of inferior skill and working at the healthy period of the 
year, not having been paid the full rates. 4’he difference between tho 
l alculated and actual expenses, I formed into a fund to be applied to tlie 
reduction of the shares of those zemindai*s, on whom the full rates would 
have fallen heavy in such proportion as seemed to me to be required; 
this course, I am happy to say, gaw^e entire satisfaction to all parties. 

1114. Under this explanation, I have tlu‘ honor to solicit sanction 
to my charging in contingent bills, under appropriate heads, the sum of 
Rs. 2,149 7-9, the Government moiety of the expenses of measurement, 
and Rs. 510-(]-3, miscellaneous expenses of the settlement, a detail of 
which is giveri in statement No. 13. 

1 35. Finally, I Lave only to add a few words on the statements 

and other documents which accompany this 
report. Of the statements directed to be sub- 
mitted with every settlement report, the only 
statements submitted by me are Nos. 1, 2, and 3, the particulars of 
which are fully explained in the headings of each. In regard to No. l,or 
the General Statement,’' I have only to remark that, from the peculiar 
mode of assessment necessarily adopted, this statement is deprived of 
much of its value. The object of obtaining a compansoii between the 
former and proposed jumas, is almost entirely defeated by tlie columns 
of the former exhibiting the gross jumas, while that for the latter shews 
the net j lima. Again, while the general rule of assessment Ls the cal- 
culattion of the juma on the cultivated area of 1840, the rates entered in 
column 19 are those on the cultivated area, according to the returns of 
the late measurement, which is often much in excess of the former which 
regulates the juma ; the rates of assessment consequently appear to vary 
much more widely over the district, than they in reality do, I have 
already explained in paragraph 1 22, the reasons for my being unahle to 
submit the village police statement. 

1 36. I have also omitted to prepare and submit in English, the 
village statements required by paragraph 173 of the directions to settle- 
ment officers, for reasons which I trust will be considered good and 
sufficient. The object of these statements is to exhibit the different 
varieties of soil and other peculiarities, and in short to shew the grounds 
on which the assessment has been fixed. The revision of settlement did 
not include the re-assessment of the district, but only a re-adjustment of 
such jumas as should require to be altered. The principle of assessment 
was fixed by the Board’s orders of the 2nd June 1840, and, as a general 
rule, was not to be deviated from. The utility ‘of this statement, there- 
fore, did not appear to me sufficient to justify the labor and time, wbicii 
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>vouM been spent in its preparation. Each mis], however, contains 
counterpart of each portion of this statement in the vernacular lan- 
o-ua!?e. I trust that the omission of the English statement will not be 
considered of any consequence. 

137. The other ten statements are fully explained by their head- 
ings, and have been referred to 'passim throughout this report 

138. Besides the statements, I have forwarded under separate 

, covers specimens of settlement misls of four vil- 

Specimen Misls forwarded. t -rt i • i r r 

‘ lages, each village being an example of one of 

the different species of tenures found in this district, including one of a 

jungle grant These, I have to recpiest, may be returned with as little 

delay as possible, as they are constantly required for reference in tlie 

course of business. I also forward the WMirants, English and vernacular, 

f the ten unconfirmed grants, enumerated in statement No. 11, and re- 

uest they may be returned duly signed for delivery to the grantees. The 

ounterpart agreements, English and vernacular, as will be observed, 

lavc been duly signed and bound up in the misl of each grant. I have 

lOt thought it necessary to enter minutely into the particulars of each 

rant. With one exception, they are all of some standing, of small size, 

fid are situated in healthy parts of the country, and will, I think, 

u’ospcr. 

130. I have now dwedt mimUely, and, I feai it may he thought, at 
^ ^ utmeccvssjiry length, on every point of interest 

connected with the work on which I have now 
)con engaged for three years. My anxiety to omit no subject of iuter(?st, 
, 11(1 p(}rhaps rny disposition to attach undue importance to a work in 
diieh J have been so long engaged, will, I hope, be accepted as my ex- 
use. The work has been one wliich has throiighoiit occupieil much of 
ny time and attention, and although it has entailed much extra labor, 
iiid been tlie occasion of fre(pient care and annoyance, caused by the 
nisreprosentations of a ff w disappointed and di.s.affected persons, it has 
Iroply engaged my interest, and afforded me much pleasure. I regret 
, much the delay which has taken place in sub- 

mitting this report, which is attributable to the 
and unavoidable interruptions caused by the current duties of 
nffico. I am, however, in a great measure reconciled to this unavoid- 
delay by the opportunity which it has afforded me of observing and 
the working of the entirely new system which has been intro- 
^'i<^e(I, and for the details of which, I feel, I am myself principally res- 
ponsible. 

i'iO. I am happy to say that the result has verified all my expecta- 
lions. Tlie revised settlement has now been 
Operation for two years, and although 
the measures introduced have worked an entire 
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revolution in the tenures of landetl property throughout the whole district, 
thus involving tlio interests of thousands, the number of appeals against 
iny decisions and acts in connection with the revision ot the sottlemont, 
h;us not exceedixl 10 or Vi in all, while the number of dissentients docs 
not amount to'above half that number. My decisions, moreover, in each 
of the.-e cases was upheld by yon ; I may safely assume, therefore, that 
both the measures themselves and the mode of carrying them into effect 
have given general, almost univoi'sal, satisfaction. 

141. In the ne.xt place, the *rcveime, although .slightly in excess of 
the reveuuo hitherto collected under the twenty years’ settlement, h.is 
during the two ffrst years of the revised settlement, been collected with 
ea.se and regularity, and without the occurrence of a single real balance ; 
a fact to wbicli I trust I may be excused for pointing with complacency, 
as speaking favorably of tlio discretion used in tiie mode of re-di.strilmti(.ii 
of the jmnas of the district. Although, however, I confess that 1 e.xpcct 

much geiicrai good to residt from the change.s 
Its drawlacks few. wliich have been introduced, I am not so pre- 

judiced as not to perceive that, with all its advantages, the principle of the 
revised .settlement in its eftict upon property, is chargeable witli seiiU! 
disadvantages from whicli the ohl system w;is free. I allude, first, to the 
injury, perhaps ruin, which will iid'allibly Irefall some zemindars by the 
desertion of tlieir assamees, (now no lopger uJncrij/ti (jleJxe, or held res- 
ponsible beyond the current year for the rent of lire ground they culti- 
vate,) in greatly increiused utimla-rs to the grants, or other new estates, on 
which tiny are offered much more favorable terms than those they uow 
e„j„y and, .secondly, to the disputes and .ptarrels among the his^adius 
in minutely divided e.state.s, (impossible under the old system,) whicIi 
cannot fail to be injurious to the prosperity of such estates, and probably 
lead ultimately to their dismemberment, and finally to their passmg luW 

the hands of strangers. 

142. Another benefit resulting from the delay which has occunct 

ill suliiiiitliiig this report, is, that it enables me 

Arrangement uf recorila com- to announce the completion of the airai)geiiitii( 

• according to the system pre-serihed by the Boanl, 

of the records of my office, Iwtli revenue and criminal, in which for t a 
la.styear, I have been engageil, and which could not be entered <•,» 
until the settlement records bail been completed. I have much p eas^^ 
in bringing to your favorable notice, the assistance I have derivei 
work, as well as in introducing a more strict and regular system o c ^ 
ducting business, from the intelligence and diligence ^ 
Moonshee Hingun Lall and my scrishtadar, MoousheeNund Kis i«>r . 

the subordinate Sudder and Mofussil amlah, who.se training and 

ence in the offices in the plains, I have found most usetul in m ro 
the improvements so much rcipiired. 



HEPOHT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA. BOON. 715 

143. I had an opportunity, some months ago, of showing the newly 

V o . a.rranged records of my office to Mr, Turner 
Member of Board. bonior Member of the Board, who was pleas- 

ed to express his satisfaction at the result of this 
portion of my labors. I hope that an early visit to the«Doon will give 
you also an opportunity of inspecting my office, and that your opinion 
will be equally favorable. 

144. In conclusion, I beg to express a sincere hope that the mea- 

Oonclgsion. HOW reported will be found to have been 

carried out in strict conformity with the instruc- 
tions communicated to me, and that the w'ork executed, notwithstanding 
its doubtless many imperfections, may, both in its manner and matter, 
meet with the approval and sanction of Government. 


Deura Boon : 
Sitperintendent's Ojffice, 
The li2th June, 1850. 


I have, &c., 

A, ROSS, 
Superi ntendent. 
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REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 


No. 1.— Referred to 
GENERAL STATEMENT in ACRES 


4 

t 

n 

t 

n 

7 

8 


Settlement. 

Highest Juma, 2ad 

Settlement. 

Highest Juma, 3rd 

Settlement. 

Average Juma of 
past 5 years, 

1 

I Proposed Juma. 

Area in acres. , 

0 

1 

10 


100 

162 

10 

12 

125 , 

317 

0 


0 


0 

101 

14 

4 

70 

21f, 

300 


305 


400 

1103 

2 

10 

760 

6713 

0 


7 


10 

81 

14 

10 

1 6.5 

102 

7 


9 


7 

1 60 

12 

8 

33 ' 

394 

4 


10 


25 

1 59 

14 

2 

34 

149 

310 


315 


500 

, 1105 

9 

2 

703 

6070 

65 


66 


05 ; 115 

6 

6 

163 

331 

235 


240 

1 

425 

1 514 

12 

16 

343 

7:!^ 

207 


212 : 

225 

1 302 

3 

8 

254 

1076 

80 


100 


76 

' 20 

8 

18 

1 16; 51 

0 

'i 

0 


0 

i 38 

6 

18 

56 

354 

Oi 

0 


0 

! 10 

10 

12 

15 

1 21 

5 

1 

30 


80 ; 122 

7 

2 

110 251 

5 

.1 

6 


6! 0 

0 

0 

'1 25 

' 269 

35 

37 

1 

30 

33 

1 

2 

24 

46 

lOU 

130 


100 

• 19 

10 

12 

; u 

28 

5 

w 

7 


25 

' 218 

15 

10 

60 

1390 

120! 

125 


225 

• 376 

4 

6 

1 287 

653 

5 


6 


25 

. 25 

14 

14 

J 20 

61 

0 

C 

» 

(1 

► 0 

0 

0 

•i 2 

26 

c 


0 

0 

1 200 

3 

1 

: 151 

8i2 


2 I 


'J 

a 


Village. 


42 Kidarpoor, ... 

43 (ihnngoreh, ... 

44 Gopecwala, ... 
45jljoharwala, ... 
46|Meawala, 

47; Mohubbawala, 

48 Maiiiisingwala, 
49iMetteebheree, 
50jMajrah, 
SljiMothrowala, ... 

52 Mohkumpr. Kiillan, 
5 3 M ohkumpr. K hoord, 

54 Malawala, 

55 Malookawala, 
66Nangul, 

57 Nowanuggur, 
58jNuglah, 
5'liNuth\vawala, 


Narunj unpoor, ... 
Nagulhutnala, 

j Naiilee, 

CSjNuthunpoor, 

64 Ilurreepoor Kullan, 

65 Hurra wala, 

66 Hatheebur-kulla, ... 

67 Hurbunswala, 

6*^ Hurbhujwala, 

69 HurreepoorK hoord, 


7 1 B V raghcewala, 

7 

8 

7 2 Beecuriiah, 

8 

8 

73 Bhauwala, 

38 

40 

74 Bwlakeewala, 

0 

7 

75 Birsinee, 

7 

8 

76Bnrrooah, 

7? 

78 

77 Bidliowlee, 

140i 

110 

7SBenaliur, 

1211 

125 

79,Bhugwanpr. Joolon, 


. 50 

80 Buuseewala, 

0 

0 

SljPirthcepoor, 

0 

25 

^2|Poundha, 

6 

1 6 


400j 

7 

300 

25 

0 

40 

39 


410 

Vl 

310 

26 

0 

42 

0 


325 

7 

425 

60 

0 

20 

10 

6 

4 
51 

5 
10 
91 
15t 

140 

40 

0 

5 

6 


536 

29 

871 


210 14 16, 


84 

22 

38 

49 

25 

35 

0 

0 

70 

148 

223 

130 

0 


1 10 , 
6 IS 
2 10 , 
14 14 
3 18i 


0l 
16 
oi 

69 11 8 

70 9 14| 


410 

24| 

162 

65 

17 

80 

26 

20 

50 

32 

32 

32 

114 

150 

57 

17 

83 


(99 

3^ 

1266 

292 

236 

9T 

3;)8 

206 

2093 

132 

252 

743 

5^5 

m 

8267 

227 

145 

13S 

1057 


Lakhiraj, 


IIKPOBT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 
IN Paragraphs 4 and 135. 
of Z ILL AH DEHRA DOOH. 

' in >1 i I i:{ I u-l 15 I ir. I rr — ^ 


10 I 11 I 

DkDUCT I 
Minhaek. 


Maegoozarre. 
U ncultivat- I ^ ~ 


Cultivated. 


01 112 

ol 111 

0 5177 

0 7 

0 201 

0 33 

0 3351 

0 57 

0 116 

0 503 

0 6 

0 | 194 


0 675 

31 133 


0 IBO 
0 153 

0 226 


0| 2011 


0 211 

0 295 

0 659 

0 8025 

0 6S 

0 19 

0 8 

® 416 


a 

i I 

21 3 -BP 


37| 25 

8l 0 
19| 0 

o! 0 
1971 176 
56: 81 
2li 100 
49! 67 
0 0 
1 0 
5 111 

0 222 | 
10 le! 
o! 3 
0 21 
103| 0 

8 352 
4 0 

2 0. 
5l| 0 

45; 465! 
7 0| 

87; 123 
22, 205 
72 27 

1 0 
92 0 

46 6 

30 0 

22 Ol 

0 Ol 

0 o| 
71 o! 

3* 0 

01 pi 

4 471 


O ' fcc 'j 

I c -a y 
? t: 

M 

1-^ n 


MO 
67i0 
1130 
9.01 0 
1^8,0 
47^0 
372;o 
2410 

87.0 
UO 

222 0 

46|o 

35.0 

2l'o 

5'^ 3 0 
430'0 
21 0 
^:o 

2510 
567 0 
69 0 
9150 
20.‘),0 
38 0 
560 
33 0 


5 2^0 
1 9^0 

10 2 I 0 

1 4 |0 

3 7||o 

2 O^^O 
7 lOi^O 


5 U‘ 0 

2 6 ;o 

11 5 '0 

6 10 '0 

1 6 0 
8 4J0 

8 0 0 
0 8^0 

7 010 

6 3 0 

1 2|0 
6 7M> 


' 9 

9 [o 

11 

3i 

10 

11 ?o 

13 


7 


10 


10 

Hilo 

12 

10 

€\ 

0 

9i'0 

9 

3 

4 

840 

4 

93 

9 

2|o 

11 

9| 

9 

6jO 

13 

lOi 

8 

lUO 

11 

53 

7 

TjO 

10 

11 

5 

810 

10 

8 

5 

7 ,0 

10 

3.V 

12 


1 

H 

7 

6 0 

7 

11 

1 

6 0 

8 

8i 

9 

4,^0 

10 

Hi 

10 

8''0 

10 

8 

1 

4 0 

1 


9 

4|0 

10 


12 

9p 

15 

3 


8 lOi^O 


3 6*>0 

2 0^0 
0 1 ; 0 
6 o|o 
2 0|0 


6 OJO 
2 0{0 
0 8 lo 

0 lOi^jO 
2 3'|0 

0 3,^,0 
4 0^0 

1 lolo 
6 6|l0 
1 34|0 


3 2|0 5 

7 7.V0 9 

JO Toil 

1 1130 5 
9 up lO 

10 2 ,0 i 2 

5 Ojl ll 

3 2 0 4 

4 7i2 6 

2 2 ll ll 

4 op 6 

8 0 " 1 7 

2 ]10 9 

0 1140 7 

1 OjO 8 ] 
7 2 | 0 8 

9 iTO 12 

5 4J0 I 

2 2 0 3 

5 11 0 8 
2 10 4 
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REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEIIRA DOON. 


No. 1 .— -Referued To 
G EXE HAL STATEMENT in ACR}:^ 


Perguimali. ' 1 

2 

-g 

3 

s 

4 


6 

7 

8 1 

Village. 

» 

4-> 

JQ 

r—t 

0 

t: 0 

Tct; 

cTl 

f 

^ 4-> 

0 

3 

n i> 

To 

£ 

CO 

i 

i .J 

^ r 

ll 

Tf. J 

rt 

Ph 

0 

cf 

a 

0 2 

0 

z ^ 

j; 0 

d 

a 

1 

Ph 

pu 


fj", 

Put too Misras, 

22 

23 

if) 0 

46 7 

14 

36 


^^ 14 ! PlioolMmiue, 

10 

75 

11 7 

42 0 

2 

3S 


Si5 rurtocMlnoor, 

a 

78 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

131 



'I’o()l\\aice, 

45 

45 

67 0 

114 6 

8 

0 

89 


oiilk'e, 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

26 


■ Ssfl’iioJeo 

12 

14 

37)0 0 

12(9 7 

8 

36 


S9 'I'lpptirpoor, 

7 

y 

Jiudnding Tiinlot*, 


83 


90*ki!^>''‘’<^''ola, 

30 

35 

41 0 

263 10 

10 

211 


<) 1 .Ijitoiiwjilali, 

2S 

28 

21 0 

38 6 

18 

3-^ 


92*lliJ'jnili, 

0 

7 

13 0 

113 9 

14 

101 


9:5 -Iu<:LOit|H>()r, 

29 

30 

25 0 

32 2 

16 

25 


94 Cliniidpoor Killian,. 

0 

20 

SO 0 

22 5 

15 

30 


9,0 

( 'liaiulpoor Kliuord, 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

29 


On Khooslialf^oor, 

110 

115 

101 0 

85 12 

16 

87 


97il llninnawala, . 

01 

55 

Including liinlcc, 


102 


O^'IHooilliac, 

22 

22 

15 0 

18 12 

6 

2(i 


90 1 dliiickraneo, 

10 

55 

no 0 

47(5 5 

18 

3961 


I()()Ul)akcc, 

o| 

1 75 

-40 0 

42 14 

8 

43 

o 

101 Dometli, 

01 

1 6 

0 0 

2'^ 9 

12 

22 

P 

10*2 J lliaitaMala, 


10 

0 0 

22 5 

10 

17 


10:5 Dlidnlaiioe, 

ol 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

24 

F 

10-4 Rooddiirpoar, 

' 47i 

48 

28 0 

194 13 

8 

]5() 

C/J 

O 

f 0,0 Ranisahayuala, .. 

Including Phngwniipoor, li 11 

0 

1 4 


100 Sibliawala, 

2 4'? 

20)21 Including 1 mdoe, 

192; 


1 07 Salninspoor, 

120 

125 

00 0 

133 4 

6 

221 


1 0^|S()Oi'iiah, 

50 

55 

51 0 

107 4 

0 

82 


1 09i>S()()(Ui()n\vala, 

0 

7i 7 0 

62 9 

0 

18 


I 1 0 Slialiponr, 

91 

60 

Inclinling Tinilcc, 

120 


1 1 I . Andnowala, 

r. 

12 

])itt(^ l)itti), 


5 4 


1 1 ‘2 Fnttelipnor, 

0 

8 

Ditto Ditto, 


250 


1 1:5 Kiillianpoor, 

20 

20 

20 0 

29 7 

IS 

20 


1 1 4 Ka^\vaU’o K otrcc, . . . 

0 

7 

15 0 

60 12 

8 

47i 


1 1 5 Kuttnpiitlmr, 

47 

42 

7 0 

38 6 

18 

30 


no 

Kandhowlcc, 

65 

67 

81 0 

81 5 

6 

89 


117 

Kotrali,' 

35 

,30 

*0 0 

0 0 

0 

o'* 


118 

Kooiijali 

30 

31 

25 0 

♦fis^ 9 

6 

173 


119 

Kidarawala, 

0 

25 

Q 0 

' 336 0 

16 

273 


120 

Kotcc, ... ... 

0 

()| 0 0 

0 0 

0 

10 


121 

Khcral), 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

44, 


122 

Koolaliiil, 

8 

8 

5 0 

0 0 

0 

SO 

j 

12:1 

Kliaraklict, 

0 

0 

0 0 

26 0 

8 

HI 


m 

201 

3,s2 

Ooi 

2i),S 

1 15 
8!)1 
333 
7s 2 
225 
1(U 
l!)2 
(!()1 
325 
771 
201)1 
!) 1 ) 
JI31 
131 
]r)SH 
1317 
2 <; 
IMG 
1032 
2230 
303 
715 
400 
015 
335 
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jN Paragraphs 4 and 135. 
of /JLLAJl DEIIRA DOON, 
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10 


12 


Ok DUCT 

Mimiakk. 


0 


1'^ I 14 I 15 i 


Malgoozaiikr. 


0 1 107 

0, 58s| 

0,1 ol 


0, in 05,’ 
III 
noi 
3 

lOO! 

4.3l 


0 I con 
0| 74 

0| 1510 
144 


207 
241 
724 

4114 


Oi 


151 


0.3 

l| 
771! 
321 1 
7;J2 
131 
403 
31S 
460 
2021 
275 
12u| 

2()2Sj 

171 

173 

852| 

2 ' 

I 63 ! 

1^2| 

150| 


07 

105, 

3| 

20 ; 

0 , 

55, 

13i 

•’j! 

21 

0 | 

281 

0 | 

7 

2' 

7S 

31| 

23| 

19 

2i 

01 


24 
0 
d 
62I 
’ 0 
0 ^ 
0 ! 
0 , 
0 


't 

rt 

i 

C ncultivat- 
ecL 

1 CuUivat 

Cultural >le 
waste. 

a 

CJ 

4 -J D 

J 

1 

^ -6 

0 

5791 ; ' 51 

10 

0 

1 88 

0 

143 ! 40 

45 

0 ! 33 

0 | 

59 

.S 9 

38 

35 : 1 ()| 

0 

2 l 9 i 151 

22 

25 

84 i 

0 

0 l 3 

64 

‘j 

0 

133 

()l 

30 

103 , 

11 

0 

58 


21 ^ 

• 3 . 32 * 

10 

37 

42 

0 

U 2 

411 

91 

0 

247 

0 

120 

129 

14 

0 

64 


199 

14 6 ' 

3 

0 

434 

0 

129 ! 

26 ; 

17 

0 

53 

0 

18 | 

no; 

1 | 

10 

22 


21 

46 

10 

0 

115 ' 

0 

i 

lOO 

32 . 3 ; 

22 ' 

84 I 

* 60 | 

0 : 

35 ' 

1471 

2^1 

5 l! 

64 ' 

0 , 

570 

30 *; 

2 ' 

0 

lOo 

0 

095 

818 ' 

20 

97 

250 

0 ,' 

11 

6 

9 | 

7 

66 

o' 

a 

35 l| 

732 ' 

11 

0 

40 


S^lo 
33'0 
100 0 
lOOo 
133 0 
r>s 0 
70,0 
247 0 
04 0 
4310 
53 0 
32 0 
115 0 
150 0 
1150 
lO'M) 
347 0 
73 0 
40 0 



0 

1 ;o 

3 

7?'0 

6 

6.V 

2 

4 0 

5 

2 1 

2 

5 " 

5 

5^0 

6 

6 lo 

10 
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8 0 

5 

oio 

13 

** 

Of 
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6 0 

2 

To 

3 

n 

2 

9 '0 

3 

4 jo 

9 

iT 

2 

Ilf 0 

3 

2 11 

0 

Oh 

3 

91 0 

4 

(i !o 

13 

8" 
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10“0 

2 

lljo 

9 

6 

2 

Of 0 

2 

4‘.0 

3 

9 


1 0 ] 0 
2 llfO 
2 5 |0 

2 3J0 

5 0 1 0 

0 040 

3 OljO 

6 1I]0 


3 

34 

37.0 

1 

llfo 

2 

0 

81| 

81 

0 

0 

3 0 

2 

0 

136| 

142 

0 

1 

Of 0 

3 

9 

Hi 

20 

0 

•S 

7.V0 

9 

48 

n\3: 

231 

0 

2 

9'0 

3 

15-2 

236' 

0^8 0 

3 

410 

4 

05 

33 

980 

0 

7j0 

1 


lo.^i 

108 0 

0 

olo 

1 

70 

82' 

152 

0 

2 

81 0 

2 

0 

84j 

84 0 

2 

lOO 

2 

69 

265* 

3310 

4 

410 

4 

0 

ol 

204| 

0:0 

0 

1 ijo 

1 

0 

2r.»'o 

0 

4‘‘,0 

1 


0 | 

213 

'iiol 

7 l 

256| 

51 

152| 

43 

01 


24|0 

21 3:0 
110 0 
130 0 
2560 
510 
152|0 
43 0 

olo 


2 2.^0 

0 4J0 

1 4“0 

4 2ji0 

2A|0 


0 3|;o 

1 8jj0 

0 (i^jo 


aio 
4i0 
SAO 
!>?0 
7(0 
21 0 
81 1 
9'/() 
.M-o 
8 0 
Do 
■ii 

4 ,0 
0 :o 
lo ‘0 
■"'fo 
1|0 
Ii> 10 
101 0 
llfo 

4 0 
4 il 
.'40 
9“:o 
U'l 

10 -jl 

11,0 

1|0 

IS 


o.\ 

0 

u 


0 34 

4 n 


2 0 } 

2 3 

9 5 

S 

4 8 

1 0 

1 1 24 
13 3j 
10 lOj 
13 4l 

2 2 

12 7i 

10 .‘U 

11 Ilf 
0 0 

2 lo 
1 0 
6 ^ 

4 10 

1 44 

3 14 

4 7i 

2 10 
0 0 
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RRPOUT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 


No. 1 . — Referred to 

GENERAL STATEMENT in ACRE8 


1 I 2 


8 


I . _ 


Village. 


cf 

a 

•-& a 

o 

^ 3 

(T) <D 

.S’S 

5^ 




121 Gimgbhowa, . 

1 25 Ghiimmolon, 

126 Lukluinwala, 

1 27 butclnnuepoor, ... 

12'^Liuigah, 

1*29 Modueepoor and 1 
I Biuhcepoor, / 

130 Mehrah ka Gaon,.. 

131 Majroe 

1132 Meonwala, 

|l33Narh, 

134 Horawala, 

1 35 (irant (Attic Farm), 

136 Grant (Arcadia), .. 

137 Grant (Koonja ) 
j I and Kargbee), j 

1 38 Grant (Hopetown 3)| 

1 39 Jcwungiiib, ... 

1 10 Chuktooiiwala, 

|14 1 Clmndcrbunnee, . 

1 42 Dhi^olcote, ... 

1 13 Lad poor, 

1 1 1 Mirzapoor, ... . 

HONowadab, 

1 46 Gungbbewab, 

1 17 Budreewala, ... . 

j Total, ... . 

ijBhogpoor, ... 
2Bhulbooah, ... | 

3 Palee, 

4|Phag3ce, 
6,Thanonhiitnala, 
6|Dooewala, ... 

7 Raueepokhree, 

8 SungteawalaKullan 

9pitto Klioord, 
lOSarunghurwala, .. 
HiKanurwala, ... 


0 

140 

60 

5 

61 


a 

^ S 

S 

c« a> 




ef 

a . 

►-S P 
o 

p 

CC OJ 

<D Tl 

..c tz 

bo O 

5“" 


eS 

I oi 

§ 

e to 


s. 


I 


70j 

o! 

351 

S' 

90 

0! 

0 

0 

01 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 


7 

701 

52 I 

01 

60 

82 

0 

38 

0 


70 0, 
70 0 
52 0 
8 0 
7 0, 


60 16 2 


73 

134 

79 

20 


4 12 
2 121 
8 14 
8 18 


Including Timlce, 


0 0, 
38 0 
0 0 


0 0 0 
68 13 2 
0 0 0 


6^ Including Birsince, 


0 


95 

0 


136 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 

0 oi 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


225 3 121 

0 0 01 
0 0 0 

0 0 0 


0 


0 


0 Oi 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 ol 


629l|7012 7il58^ 
236 
12 


59291 

2111 2111 202 0 

ol ol 0 0 

With Bbulsooah, 


6 0 


12| 

•0 

3 

lOO 

60| 


12 

0 

0 

102 

60' 


12 Ol 
0 01 

13 0 
92 0 
32 Ol 


With Kaleematee, 


174 

6101 

19j 

1851 


175 

725 

21 

140 


350 01 
340 0 

26 ol 
141 0 


13 101 
8 4| 


10 

0 

3 

40 

•126 

103 

66 

34 

196 


121 

s 

10| 


14.12 

10 16 
2 4i 
13 12| 
11 14 


32 

46 

196 

29 

49 

149| 

11 

801 

48l 

16! 

173* 

184 ; 

270 

48 


95 

252 

596 

906 

630 

99 

301 

3«2 

131 

1668 

6072 

5499 

1622 


603 1S843 


G| 

42 

6 ' 

4 | 

31 

5 


900 
608 
940 
1000 
543 

599 

207.3 
2292 

oL_m 

18932l|V2793 

”^^8, 

’ 10 


187 

102 

8 

97 

371 


20 

95 

66 

44 

18 

96 


142 

100 

52 

329 


report on the district op dehra d«on. 
IN Pap.aoraphs 4 AND 135. 
of ZILLAH DEHRA BOON. 

"T 7 
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i‘Li 11 

I)I';du(’T 

MlNJIAfCR. 


Malgoozarer. 

Unatlfiva- i ^ . 

I Culhvated. 




5 4i!o 
2 11 |0 
^ 3 |o 

I 24,0 

0 lOj.o 




276 

Oj 15 

14 

o' 12!) 

122 

0 14 

281 

0 7 

90 

0|' 634 

732 

0, 2213 

3523 

(»; 1727 

2932 

( 

481 

345j 

0 

6168 

107851 

0 

131 

663! 

0 

16 

355| 

0 

415 

245 

0 

3^1 

2S5 

0 

127 

35 t 

0 

74 

347 

0 

1394 

551 

o' 

631 

16611 

ol 

0 

nil 


51 


162 IS6 


10 ?b 4 


27910 
33 1 0 


7 1 2i 

3 6 0 6 6J 
5 8 0 13 0 
1 7 .0 2 4 i 

1 7|:l 0 0 
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ANNUAL JUMA STATEMElST 
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20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 20 

20 

20 

20 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

' 2 

2 

151 

151 

151 

154 

151 

I 151 154 154 

1 151 

154 

no 

110 

410 

410 

410 

410, 410 

410 

' 410 

410 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

24 

24! 24 

21 

24 


58^^ 

688 

588 

5^8 

5^8 

588 

5S8 

588 

102 

162 

162 

162 

162! 

162 

162 

162 

162 

162 

65 

65 

65 

65 

65 

65 

65! 65 

65 

65 

17 

17 

17 

17 


17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

80 

80 

80 

' 80 

80 

^80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

2G 

26 

26' 26 

26 

26: 26 

26 

26 

26 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

50 

50 

50\ 60 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

32 

32 

33' 32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

. 32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

111 

114 

114 

114 

114 

114 

114 

114 

114 

114 

150 

.50 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

67 

57l 

67 

67 

57 

57 

57 

57 

57 

57 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17, 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

4-S 

48 

48 

48 

48 

48 

48 

48 

48 

48 

83 

83 

S3 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

S3 

S3 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

86 

36 

38 

38 

38 

38 

38 

38 

38 

38 

38 

88 
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RRPOliT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA BOON. 


No. 2 . — Referred to 

ANNUAL JUMA STATEMENT 


3 

:3 , 

! 


Village. 


8.“) Purteetpoor,... 

8<1 Toolwaree,... 

,s7,T()ullee, 

8 Tim lee, 

^1) Tippui'poor,..., 

90 Jussoowala,. 

91 Jiitonwala, ... 
92Jhajrah, ... 

93 Juggutpoor, ... 
94Chamlp()or Kalian, 
95 Ditto Khoonl, 

9(i Khooshalpoor, ... 
97iDhurma\vala,.. 

9‘^iDoo(llia(ie, 

99 Dhukraiiee, ... 

lOODhakco, 

I OPDometh, 

llO^iDhnrtawala, .. 
g 103 Dhoolance, ... 

^ l04 Ko(;durpo()r, 

105 Ram.sahaywala, 

1 06 Sibbhawala, 

107 SebuiiKpoor, ... 

1 0'^lSoornah, 

1 09 Sooddhonwala, 

1 1 0 Shah poor, 

1 1 1 Andoowala, ... 

1 12 Futtehpoor,. .. 

1 13 Knlliapoor, ... 
lll Kaswalee Kotree, 

1 15 Kuttaputur,... 

1 1 6 Kvmdhowlee, ... 

1 17 Kotrah, 

1 PjKoonjah, 

119 Kedarawala,... 
l20Kotoe, ... 

121 Kherah, 

122|Koolahul,... 
l23,Kharakhct,..., 


124 

125 

126 


Gunghewa,.. 
[Ghummolou,... 
Lukhiinwala, . 


1 4 1 

5 

6 

7 


Juma of 1847-48, 



the year previous 





to the revision 

of 

. 




Settlement. 









cc 

2 

6 





6e 


00 









0 

0 

0 

131 

131 

131 


114 

6 

8 

89 

v89 



0 

0 

0 

26 

26 

26 


1249 

7 

8 

36 

36 

36 


0 

0 

0 

83 

83 

S3 


263 

10 

10 

211 

211 

211 


38 

6 

18 

3S 

38 

3^ 


213 

9 

14 

101 

101 

101 


32 

2 

16 

25 

25 

25 


22 

5 

10 

30 

30 

30 


0 

0 

10 

29 

29 

29 


85 

12 

16 

87 

87 

S7 


0 

0 

01 

102 

102 

102 


18 

12 

0 

26 

26 

26 


* 476 

5 

18 

396 

396 

396 


42 

14 

8 

43 

43 

43 


28 

9 

12 

22 

22 

22 


22 

6 

10 

17 

17^ 

17 


0 

0 

0 

24 

’ 21 

24 


194 

13 

81 

150 

150; 

150 


J7 

14 

01 

14 

ul 

D 


0 

0 


192 

192| 

1''2 


233 
107 

62 

0 

0 

0 

29 

60 

38 

81 

0 

1®8 

336 

0 

0 

0 

25 

50 

73 

234 


6 81 
5 6 
0 o| 
9. 6 
0 16 
0 0 


0 

0 

0 

15 


4 12 
2 12 


221 

82 

18 

120 

54 

250 

20 

47 

30i 

89 

38 

173 

273 

10 

41 

30 

11 

82 

46 

196 


221 
82 
18 
120 
51 
250 
201 
47 
30 
89 
38 
173 
27 3i 
10 
44 
30 
11 
32 
46 
196 


120 

51 

250 

20 

47 

30 

80 

3"^ 

173 

273 

10 

44 

30 

11 

32 

46 

196 


BEPOBT OK THE DISTBICT OF DBHBA DOOM. 
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IN FABAGBAPHS 4 , 5 AND 135 . 


of ZILLAH liEHRA BOON. 














732 


IWPORT ON TH8 DlStRKJl' OP DEHRA t)OON. 


No. 2 . — Eeperred to 

ANNUAL JUMA STATEMENT 


T 

2 

3 

fk . — ■ - - 

4 

rri 

6 




r 

J uma of 

1847- 







48, the year pre- 



' ■ 



Village. 

vioua to the revision 







of Settlement. 


s 


& 

rO 

a 





00 




0 

Ph 






2 




127 

Lutohmeepoor, 

79 

8 

14 

29 

29 

29 


128Bangah, 

28 

8 

18 

49 

49 

49 


129 Mcdneepoor and Budrcepoor, 

0 

0 

0 

149 

149 

119 


1 30 Mehra-ka-Gaon, 

0 

0 

0 

11 

11 

11 


131 

Majree, 

68- 

13 

2 

80 

80 

80 


132 

Meoiiwala, 

0 

0 

0 

48 

48 

48 


133 

Narh, 

0 

0 

0 

16 

16 

16 


134 

Horawala, 

225 

3 

12 

173 

173 

i 173 

n 

135 

Grant (Attic farm), 

0 

0 

0 

184 

249 

1 323 

1 

136 

Grant (A rcadia), 

0 

0 

0 

270 

1 365 

473 

C) 

137 

Grant (Koonjaand Karghee) 

0 

0 

0 

48 

1 64 

84 

1 

138 

Grant (Hope Town 3), 

0 

0 

0 

603 

I 815 

1058 

"i 

139 

Jewnngurh, 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 15 

27 

1; 

140 

Chuktoonwala, 

0 

0 

0 

42 

I 67 

74 


141 

Chnnderbunnee, 

• 0 

0 

O' 

6 

Ih 

2S 


142 

Dhoolcote, 

0 

0 

0 

4 

11 

20 


143 Badpoor, 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

13 


144 Mirzap«K>r, 

0 

0 

0 

4 

9 

17 


145'Nowadah, 

0 

0 

0 

5 

12 

22 


14G 

Gungbhewah, ..J 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

29 


147 

Budreewala, 

1 ^ 

0 

J) 

Oi 


0 



Total, 

• 

j 23192 

2 

6 

18932 

19389 

19925 


1 Bliogpoor, 

2 Bhulsooah, 

3 Palee, 

4 PhagBec, 

5 Tbaiionhutala, 
6jDooewala, 
7|RaTieep()khree, 
SSungteawala Kullan, 
oj Ditto Khuord, 

1 0 Sarungdhui'Wala, 

1 1 Kanurwala, 

1 2 Kaleematee, 

13 Koodal, 

1 4 Kaloo-wala 
l5iOuddool, 

16|Malkote, 

1 7 Hansoowala, 
18'Bhoputwala Kullan, 
lOlDitto Khoord, 


23(> 13 10| 
12 8 4 

10 11 12j 

0 0 o| 
3 9 4! 
40 3 10| 
126 U 12 
103 10 161 
66 2 4 

34 13 141 
195 11 Ul 
48 4 4 
16 1 8 
0 0 0 
309 8 16 
384 6 0 
45 9 6 

25 14 14 
4 7 10| 


15^1 

‘a 

7i 

3 

201 

98 

55 

44 

18 

96 

32 

6 

15) 

2381 

247 

80 

40 

S 


20 

9c 

651 

44 

18 

96 

32 

6 

16! 

238| 

247 

30| 

40| 

3 


10 

8 

7 

3 

20 

98 

55 

41 

IS 

96 

33 

6 

15 

23S 

247 

30 

40 

3 



KEPORT on THB DISTBiOT ON PBNRA OOOW. 
IN PAKAGRAPHS 4 , S AND 135 . 
of ZILL AH DEHMA DOQN. 


783 


8 


10 


II 


12 


in 


14 


Proposed Juma. 


15 


16 


17 


2030 2273 25161 2759! 



or‘ 

O 

Cf 

1858-69. 

o 

to 

o> 

o 

- 

2 

dl 2‘ 

1 

29 

4 

1 4! 

1 49 

149 14^ 

) 149 

1] 

11 

11 

8( 

8C 

) 80 

4« 

4S 

48 

1( 

1C 

16 

J7S 

173 

173 

842 

916 

990 

1235 

1343 

1452 

220 

239 

259 

2709 

3002 

3246 

176 

200 

224 

193 

210 

228 

187 

212 

237 

131 

149 

167 

88 

100 

112 

111 

126 

142 

144| 

164 

183 

304 

352 

400 

21 

26 

31 

4168 

24796 

25427 

158 

15*^ 

158| 

10 

10 

10 


8 

,9 

I 

71 

‘ 7 

7 


3 

3 

3 


20 

20 

20 


9S 

98 

9<5 


55 

55 

so! 

44 

44 

44 


18 

1'^ 

18 


96 

96 

96 


32 

32 

32 


6 

6 

6 


15 

15 

15 



o 

00 


29 

49 

149 

11 

80 

48 

16 

173 

1064 

1561 

278 

3488 

247 

245 

263 

185 

124 

157 

203 

448 

36 


26056 

15S 

10 

8 

7 

3 

20 

98 

55 

44 

18 

96 

32 

6 

15 

238 

247 

30 

40 

3 
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EBPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 



No. 2 ,— Referred to 

ANNUAL JUMA STATEMENT 


Juma of 1S47-4S, 
the year previous 
to the revision of 
‘Settlement. 



20 Bhuttohwala, 

21 Dhalwala, 

22 Raewala, 

28 Seedhurwala, 

24 Shampoor, 

25 Kheree KuUan, 

26 Gurhee, 

27 Negeewala, 

A 2^ Hurreepoor Knllan, 

J 29 Ditto Khoord, 

® 80 Bhaneeawala, 

I 81 Jewunwala, 

% 32 Kucknawal^ 

^33 MUsurwala Kullan, 

34 Ditto Khoord, 

35 Majree, 

86 Grant Raneepokhree, 
Total, 

Grand Total, 
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BEPOAT 0» THB mSTBier OP DKHBA DOOB. 

IN PaEAOBAPHS 4, 6 AND 135. 

of ZILLAH DEHRA BOON. 

^ I - I 10 I 11 I 12 I 18 I 14 i 15 I 16 I 17 

Proposed Juma. * 


ei 

lO 

r-< 

o • 

OO 

1852-58. 

*9 

CO 

s 

vp 

s 

1855-56. 

tr^ 

« 

O 

OU 

. 

00 

o 

o 

00 

o> 

>9 

00 

s 

1859-60. 

CO 

o 

CO 

or 

»-< 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

33 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

3'^ 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

38 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

54 

2 

14 
2 

10 

3, 

8 

8; 

9^ 

u 

32 

11 

15 
78 


20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

88 

94 
5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

95 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

38 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

M 

15 

117 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

85 

81 

83 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

139 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

28 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

82 

11 

15 

161 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

35 

81 

83 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

183 

1 

n 

20 

9 

142 

20 

103 

85 

81 

33 

94 

5 

85 

8 

12 

32 

11 

15 

227 

1871 

1887 

1906 

1928 

1950 

1972 

1994 

2016 

2038 


22354 

22950 

23568| 

24211 

24861 

25507 

26162 

26<512 

27465 

23116 


A. ROSS, 
Superintendent. 























736 REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA BOON. 

No. 3. — Referred to in Paragraphs 4 and 135. 

Statement showing the tenures in which the Mehals of Zillah 
* Dehra Doon are held. 


Ic 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Pcrgunnah. 

i 

05 

1 

oS 


Remarks. 



o 

1 




a . 

d 

rP 

1 



N3 

PM 

PQ 



Westorn Doon, 

116 

17 

1 

1 134 


Eastern Doon, 

36 

0 

0 

35 


Total, . . . 

151 

17 

1 

169 

1 


A. ROSS, 
Suptrintmdent. 


No. 4.— Referred to in Paragraphs 20, 55 and 64. 


List of Mehals in which rents have %itherto always been paid to the 
Moquddums, either entirely or partially in kind by Kunbutai, 
contrary to the conditions of the ten years' Settlement. 


1 

2 

|3 

4 

5 




Mehals in which rents are 



Mehals in which rents are 

u 

paid partly in money, and 

Remarks. 

-O 

paid wholly in kind. 

O) 

partly in kind. 


a 


i 







_ . _ 

1 

Belindawala. 

1 

Urnbeewala. 



Pirohitwala,* 


Amwala. 



Mohibbahwala. 


Bajawala. 



Nugla. 


Burculla. 


5 

Nagul. 

5 

Bamnnwala. 



Nuthunpoor. 


Peleon Nathoowala. 



Bhngwanpoor Joolon. 


Pithoowala. 



Purteethpoor. 


Dounkwala. 



IPoundha. 


Doodlec. 


10 

Timlee. 

10 

Showla Kullan. 


1 

Tipperpoor. 


Ditto Khoord. 



Tilwaree. 


Shcrpoor. 



J iissowala. 


Kesowala. 



Jatonwala. 


Kowleo. 

— — ' 







EEPORT ON THB DISTRICT OF DKHBA DOON. 
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No. 4. — Referred to in Paragraphs 20, 56, and 64. 
list of Mehala in tvhich Renta have hitherto alwaya been paid to the 
Moqudduma, either entirely or parf,ially in kind by Kunhutai, 
contrary to the conditions of the ten years' Settlement. 


1 

2 


4 

5 

s 

"A 

Mehals in which rents arc paid 
wliolly in kind. 

1 Number. 

Mehals in which rents are paid 
partly in money, and partly 
in kind. 

Remarks. 

i 

15 

20 

25 

so 

35 

40 

Jajhruh. 

Kiiooshiilpoor. 

Dhiinnawala. | 

Dhakco. 

Olmkranco. 

Doiniiith. 

Dliurtawala. 

Doodhaco. 

Koodurpoor. 

Karnsaliayvvala. 

Siibbawala. 

Suhciispoor. 

Suddhowala. 

iSoorinah. 

•Sliahpoor. 

Andoowala. 

Futtehpoor. 

Koorjah. 

Kedarawala. 

tihuniniolon. 

ihingbhcwa. j 

Medueepoor and Budreepoor. | 

Majree. 

hutch cepoor. 

hangah, 

Ikiloowala. 

'‘^^ingtecawala. 

15 

20 

25 

30 

j 

j Loharwala. 

Majni. 

Nuthwawala. 

Ncrunjunpoor. 

^Hnrrcepoor, Kullan. 
Byregheewala. 

Burwah. 

Kaswalee Kotree. 

Luckhunwala, 

Horahwala. 

Bhoputwala Kullan. 

Ditto Khoord. 

Bheneawala. 

Raewala. 

Snngtceawala, KuUan. 
Kanhnrwalo. 

Hansoowala. 



A. ROSS, 
Superintendent 




738 REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA BOON. 

No. 5. — Referred to in Paragraphs 64 and 116. 

List of Mehols i% which the villcige pvofits, whsthev coTisidtiug of 
Moquddurrm Suq only, or other zemindaree profits also, have, 
up to the present time, been shared with theHissadars* or 
Moquddums* brethren. 


1 


3 

u 

Mehals. 

Rbvabkb. 

o 



1 






1 

Inderpoor. 


2 

Oodeewala. 


3 

Khemadoze. 


4 

Ujjubpoor Kullan. 


5 

Ditto Khoord. 


6 

Kowlaghir. • 


7 

Kearcoolie. 


8 

Mohkumpoor Khoord. 


9 

Meanwala. 


10 

Majra. 


11 

Mullookawala. 


12 

Mohkumpoor Kullan. 


13 

Hurreepoor Khoord. 


14 

Doodlee. 


16 

Buddreepoor. 


16 

Dhumimpoor. 


17 1 

Raipoor. 


18 

Sheolah Kullan. 


19 

Ditto Khoord. 


20 

Kowlee. 


21 

Kurunpoor. 


22 

Nerunj unpoor. 


23 

Hurreepoor Kullan. 


24 

Doodhae. 


26 

Bhogpoor. 


26 

Bhulsooah. , 


27 

GuddooL 

1 



k. ROSS, 


Sufpmnmdeni. 



CoinpcLTcutive Statement of the Gross and 2s et J uma of 1 840-41, and that of the revised Settlement of 1848, exhibiting 

the net increase of the latter over the whole Zillah, 
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SaptrintcndenU 



Xo. 7. — Referred to is Faragra.pes 100 axd 110. 


740 . REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 



BOSS, Sitpe7'intendent. 


Xo s riEFi:p.Ri:r) to ix Parac;!: vpti 1 2G 

List of villages which, having for several years been wMly depopulated and deserted, are noxv 

recommended to be struck of the rent-roll. 


nKPOR-r ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA DOON. 


741 



Superintendent, 



742 REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHRA BOON. 

No. 9. — TIeferred to in Paragraph 99. 

List of villages applied for on grant terms hut settled on zemindaree 
tenure on fwoed jumas, calculated at the average of grant rates, 
being either deserted and resigned villages restored, or 
neio villages established. 


1 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

o 

a 

rergunnali. 

( 

Mouzahs. 

Juma of 
1840. 

1 

Proposed 

Juma. 


Remarks. 











1 

Webtorn Doon, 

Naleo, 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 



)} 

Nutlnvawala, 

218 

15 

10 

60 

0 

0 


3 

>> 

Nugul, 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 


4 

)> 

Birsince, 

0 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 


f) 


Bunsccwala,.*^ 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 


C 

j> 

BhngWanpoor, 

0 

0 

0 

57 

0 

0 


7 

}•> 

Boolakewala, 

0 

0 


32 

0 

0 


<5 

)) 

Towleo 

'0 

0 

0 

26 

0 

ol 

9 


('iiandpoor lihoord, 

0 

0 

0 

2!) 

0 

0 


10 

)) 

Dhoodhaee, 

18 

12 

6 

26 

0 

0 


11 

)) 

Dhoolanic, 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 


12 


Suodhoiiwala, 

62 

9 

0 

18 

0 

0 


13 


Koterah, 

0 

0 

0 

38 

0 

0 


14 

>7 

Kotcc, 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 


15 

>7 

Koolahul, 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 


16 

77 

Kharalikbct, 

25 

0 

s 

11 

0 

0 


17 

77 

Khcrah, 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


18 

77 

Laiigali, 

20 

8 

18 

49 

0 

0 


19 

77 

Nowala, 

0 

0 

0 

48 

0 

0 


20 

77 

Mehra-ka-Gaon, 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 


21 

77 

INarli, 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 


22 

Eastern Doon, 

IBlingsec, 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 


23 

77 

Kaloowala. 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

c 



A. ROSS, 

^upaiiiiendent. 
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No. 10. — Referred to in Paragraph 127. 

list of Villi tges in the Eastern Boon, which from the extreme in- 
saiiihrity of tkelr locality, are not expected to stand, and which 
therefore it is in'oposed should he struck off the vent roll 
irnmediately on report of thxir deseiiion. 


\ 

2 


J 

3 

Mouzali. 

Proposed Juma. 

Rem AUKS.* 

Futtoliwala, 

20 

• 

0 

0 




7 

0 

0 


iiinviila, 

8 

0 

0 


] )i‘() W Jllll, 

20 

0 

0 


Suiii;tL'!Uvala Khoord, 

44 

0 

0 


Ihtto Kiillaii, 

55 

0 

0 


S('ctllnin\ala, 

20 

0 

0 


.Sluiinixxw, 

105 

0 

0 


]\;ilo()\\ala, 

15 

0 

0 


]\\wvw Kullan, 

55 

0 

0 


Kiillaii, 

32 

0 

0 


l)itto Khoord, 

11 

0 

0 


M.-ijirc-, 

1. 15 

0 

0 

1 

^('L:(■o\vala, 

33 

0 

'0 


Total, ... 

1 IPS 

0 

~0 



A. KOSS, 

. S}(i>erintende)it 

No. n. — Refetiret) to in Paragraph 100. 


[Ast of Grants on clearing leases divided into those already 


eonjirmed, and those noio proposed for confirmation. 


1 

3 

3 

1 ^ 

5 

6 

Pcr^^omfial). 

Name of Uraiit. 

F list } oar 
of 

Confirmed or 

Area. 

Rk- 



(Jrant. 

niiconfirmcd. 


MMIKS. 

< ^teni Doon, 

Attic Pai tii, 

18 to 

Confirmed. 




Arcadia, 

1840 

Ditto. ' 




Kar^cc, Ac. 4 portions 

1840 

Ditto. 



n 

Hope Town, 3portions, 

1840 

Ditto. 



o 

Budrcwala, 

1S48-49 

f Proposed for 
( confirmation. 



)> 

.lewungiirli, 

Cluiktoonwala, ^ ...1 

1845-4(> 

Ditto. 




1841-421 

Ditto. 



?j 

(lunidurbuiiec, 

1845 46 

Ditto. 




Doolkote, 

1845 46 

Ditto, 



)j 

Giiiighhcwa, 

1846-47 

Ditto. ] 




Lj id poor, 

1345 46 

Ditto. 



)) 

Mirzaj)oc)r, 

1845-46 

Ditto. 



1? ” 

Nawadah, 

1845-46 

Ditto. 



i^isteni l^oon. 

Ranee Pokhree, 

1845-46 

Ditto. 




A. ROSS, 
tSupcrinteiiciciit.. 





report on the district op dehra boon. 




o 

CO 


I- 






129 13 1 propnetor, Mr. Lindsay, grantee of Hope - 

town, and was accordingly resigned by him,! 
the revenue having been made good by him] 
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grant rates, was added, making the presentj 
juma, after the prescribed deductions of mo-j 
quddumee and putwaree huqs, Rs. 101. Thej 


No. 12. — Referred to in Paragraph 130. 













ment require remission. 



No. 12.— Keferred to in Paragraph 130. 

Statement of Outstanding Balances up to 1847-48 requiHng remission which have been held suspended by the orders 
of the Board or Goveimmcnt, pending submission of RepoH on revision of Settlement. 
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cuitural)le land, at an average of gi-ant rates. 
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33. The balances consisting of the aggregate 
of the proposed reductions for two years o1 
course require remission. 
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culturable land, making the revised 



No. 12. — Referred to in Paragraph ]30. 

Statement of Outstanding Balances u'p to 1847-48 requiring remission which have been held suspended by the orders 
of the Board or Government, pending submission of Report on revision of Settlement. 
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the rent-roll from the commencement of th< 


No. 12. — Referred to in Paragraph 130. 

Statevient of Outstaiiding Balances up to 1847-48 requiring remission vjhich have been held suspended by the orders 
of the Board or Government, pending submission of RepoH on revision of Settlement. 
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APPENDIX A. 


No. 293 OF 1845. 

From J. THORNTON Esq., 

Secertan'y to Government N. W. P., 
Ileye7iue Department. 


To H. M. ELLIOT, Esq., 

Secretary to the Sadder Board of Revenue, 

North Western Provinces, Agra. 

Dated Agra, the 22nd January, 1845. 
Sir, 

I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
November 29tli last, regarding the state of affairs in tlie Dehra Dooiit 
and to communic ite to you the following instructions on the subject of 
tliG ppuding settlement, as the result of the investigations made by the 
Lieufonaiit Governor during his late visit to that district. 

2nd. In order fully to understand the subject, it is necessary to re- 
vurt to the settlement made in 1839, and e.xtending for ten years till the 


* LOUt from Major Young, 
H\ipe) Intondont, elated 
28th November 1829. 
Rewliition of Oovernment, 
dated 16th Maich 1830. 


close of 1839. The principles on which that 
settlement was made are detailed in the letters 
noted in the margin.* It was based on the as- 
sumption that the Government was the entire 


possessor of the land, and might bestow it on 


whom they liked. In virtue of this right, tliey made a settlement only 


of the cultivated land, bestowed it in proprietary right on the actual cul- 
tivators, and made the theekadars or former malgoozars, servants of Go- 


vernment, to manage the villages and make the collections, receiving for 
their services 10 per cent, of' the payments from the cultivators. 


3rd. Mr. Vansittart has questioned the justice or e.xj>ediency of 
this arrangement. After full inquiry into the case, the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor has arrived at the conclusion that the proceeding was opposed to 
the principles observed by the British Government in other provinces 
ef this Presidency. When the Government, by placing a limit ou 
^ts demand for a term of years, created a valuable property, it had 
the right to vest that propeily in whom it pleased; hut here, as 
elsewhere, it was just to give it to those parties who had in equity 
the best claim to it. It would appear that in the Doon, there were 
villages in which, the proceeding was equitable, because the land was 
held by a number of cultivating proprietors. But there were 



* “'^RRy villages, where this state of property did not exist, and where 
diversity of tenure was to be found, as is apparent in other 
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pin ts of tlio country. Some villages had been settled by private spocu, 
lators at their own risk and cost within the recent memory of man, 
either during tlic Goorkha occupation or in our time. In others were a 
Ixxly of proprietors cultivating in part tlicmselves, and in part through 
their resident a'ssainees. In all these cases, justice and expediency de- 
manded that the proprietary right should be vested in the first settlers of 
the villages, or in the old propri(^tors, and not, as has been the case, in 
the mere assamees, who had never claimed nor exercised any proprietary 
rights. 

4th. The assessment was on the cultivated land only, and at the 
rate of three annas per becgah uniformly. The waste land might he 
taken up by the nearest ryot, i. e., proprietor, on ap- 
s 1^ increasing till the 5th year, when 

Third U ”, it reached the maximum of three annas a beegah. 

t ” No villa<^e boundaries were marked off, but each vil- 
lago was left to extend itself as it could, and some 
new villages were settled by speculators on the above terms. 

5th. Tlie extension of cultivation, however, was slow, and in 
1 837-88, the Doon was thrown open to European speculators on terms 
much more favorable than those offered in 1830. The land was to he 
held rent-free for three years, and was not to reach the maximum of 
throe annas a l)(‘egah or 14 annas G gundas an acre) till after 20 years, 
and them this rate was only to he laid on three-fourths of the whole cul- 
tiirable area, one-fonrth being left nnassessed. It is unnecessary to en- 
ter at length into the particidars of this proceeding. European specula- 
tors eagerly accepted the offers, and many grants were immediately ap- 
plied for. The old native settlers in the Doon became alarmed, and 
feared that they were to be hemmed in on all sides by European grants. 
The spur thus given to agriculture was very great. On 1st March 1838, 
Colonel Young issued a Notification inviting natives to come forward 
and take the land near their villages, lest it should be given away to 
European grantees. Tlie terms on which they were to take the land 
'were not mentioned ; but it is evident from the penultimate paragraph 
of the Commissioner's letter of 25th January 1838, (approved by the 
Board on 13th February 1838) on the authority of which the procla- 
mation was is.sned, that the more favorable grant terms were then 
understood to be offered only to Europeans, and that the natives wcie 
considered at liberty to take lands on no other than the old terms of 1830. 
However this may be, numerous applications were immediately made on 
all sides for waste lands, which were all approved, and intimation of them 
sent to the tehsildars. It was further said that pottahs would be givon 
when the land could be measured off and assigned. Upon this, sonio 
land in many cases was broken up immediately, but pottahs were n 
given. 



REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF DEHBA DOON. 


763 


Oth. The measurement of the Boon, under Captain Brown, took 
t)lace in 1838-39. The boundaries of all the villages were determined, 
and the cultivated, culturable, and barren land in each village measured 
here as elsewhere. The terms on which the settlement .was to bo made 
are contained in the Board’s orders of 2nd J line 1 840. 

7th. Three annas per beegah, or 14 annas 6 gundahs, was to be as 
before the maximum demand (per acre), of which 2 annas and 6 gundahs, 
one-sixth, was to be the right of the moquddum, and 11 annas and 10 
(rundalis the right of the Government. • One-fourth of the culturable land 
was to be left unassessed to the village, avowedly for grazing, whilst the 
roinainder was to be given on the grant terms of 1837-38 to the village 
it they would take it, and if not, to any other applicant. Unoccupied 
land beyond the limits of any village was to be at the disposal of Govern- 
ment, and to be assigned as they might see fit. 

8th. Tlie actual cultivators were to be recognized as the proprietors 
ot the soil, an<l the rights of the imujuddums to remain as before. 

Dth. Upon these principles the settlement of 1840 was formed by 
Colonel Young, l)ut it has never yet been reported to the Government, 
imr have the priuci])les on which it lias been efiected been ever yet 
bronglit under the consideration of the Government. 

10th. P]xceptions have been taken to the assessment and to the de- 
claration of rights. On both thevse very essential points, specific orders 
luv ro(|uisito, and the Lieutenant Governor desires me to communicate 
tlio following instructions respecting tliem. 

11th. The exceptions taken to the assessment are three : — 

First, — that faitli has beiju broken with the persons who brought 
laud into cultivation on the strength of Colonel Young’s proclamation of 
March 1838, {vlda Mr. Vansiltart’s letter of 18th March 1843, ]mra- 
graplis 14 to 18). 

Secondly, — that the surveyor measured much land as cultivated 
which in fact was m^t cultivated or occupied, and that as the settlement 
has now been made with tlic cultivating occupants, the rate on these lands 
cannot, in some cases, be realized. These lands are called skamilat ; {vide 
Mr. Williams’ letter of 20th September 1842, pamgraph 9). 

Tltirdly,-;~that the assessment has been fixed on the cultivated and 
ccciipiej land according to the English professional measurement, and 
J'ut according to the native /t/msve/t measurement, the former being in 
excess of the latter, whilst the latter alone shows in detail the extent of 
proprietor’s occupancy. This excess is called heshee ; {vide Mr. 
Williams’ letter of 3rd June 1842, paragraphs 3 to 8). 

I2th. The first of these imputations is the most serious ; for the 
Pi^eservation of good faith is necessary. Several cases were therefore 
^xamined in which this pledge of land on grant terms was said to have 
given and violated. In all, the case was found ^to stand as already 

Vol. II. 97 
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stated in paragraph 5th. Application had been made, and land pronubtd 
on measurement. But the applicants, without waiting for the pottah, 
broke up the laud, and when the measurement was made, they pointed out 
the cultivated ai^d occupied land adjoining their settled villagas as that 
which they exjfected to hold on grant terms. This application was re- 
jected. The occupied and cultivated land was assessed at 3 annas per 
beegah ; culturable land, (if there were any in the vicinity), equal to oiic- 
Ibuitli of the cultivated, was left free of assessment, and the excess given 
on grant ternus. There was no breach of faith in this, because no grants 
had ever been made, but there was a disappointment of expectation, 
tliough this was owing as much to the precipitancy of the applicants as 
to any other cause. 

13tli. Wherever, as in the case of Europeans, new villages had 
been located by natives in expectation of grants, those hopes should cer- 
tainly be fulfilled ; and if in such cases the full juma had been assessed, 
it should be remitted, the village given on grant terms, and the excess 
refunded. Such has been the course very pioperly ])ursiied by thcBoaid 
with regard to mouzah Ohuttunwala, pergimnab Suntoiir, in the 
Western Boon, the property of Futteh Singh, and any otlier similar 
cases that may be brought forward, must be similarly troat(Hl. But 
where the newly cultivated land was merely added on to old setthal 
villages, it may fairly be said that neither under the terms of the settle- 
ment of 1830, nor of the proclamation of 1st Alarch 1838, weie they 
warranted in breaking up waste land till after application it had becti 
ineastired off and granted. The terms of the settlement of 1840 were 
very liberal. To those tiny have agreed, and by those they must abide. 

14th. The other two exceptions to the assessment, proceed on the 
ground that the people have an abstract right to the very favourable 
t<'rms conteTnplat(‘d in the Board’s orders of 2nd June 1840, and that if it 
can be proved that, from any cause, terms they have obtained, are not 
(juite so favourable as they should have been under those instructions, 
they are entitled to a tantamount reduction. Now this position cannot 
be maintained. The Board merely meant to prescrilx^ a general rule for 
guidance; not a fixed law for assessment. They neither intended to do 
the latter, nor had they the power to do so. The rule was followed to 
tlie best of the assessing officer’s ability, and the settlement formed, 
if that settlement was fair, it must stand hero as elsmvhere. If, on the 
other hand, it can be shown to be excessive, or incapable of realization, 
here as elsewhere it must be reduced. As might be expected, the maxi- 
mum of 3 annas per beegah is very unequal. It is so low, that almost 
all land can pay it, but it also leaves a very unnecessary and dispropoi- 
tioned profit to the proprietors of good land, and this profit is yeary 
increasing with rapidity as population increases, and the value of 
rises. Wherever the land can easily pay the assessment, there 
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sufficient cause for reduction of jutna, because it can be shown that it 
fell at more than 3 annas a beegah, or that cultiirable land to the extent 
of one-fourth of the cultivated was not left unassessed. But wherever, 
from these causes, the land is really overassessed with* reference to its 
assets, the Collector is at liberty to recommend a reduction of the 

assessment. 

15th. Some difficulty arises from determining who is to pay the rate 
on the shamllat or heshee lands, but this has been in many cases already 
adjusted by the proprietors agreeing to*distribute it on their holdings, or 
l)y the moquddurii taking it on himself. Where this has been done, it 
should be confirmed, and where it has not been done, and yet the total 
fissessinerit on the village is moderate, it should be done by the Collector. 
Ifthe assessment is in itself higher than can fairly be demanded, it should be 
reduced by striking off the assessment on the shamilat and heshee lands, or 
in any other preferable way. It is believed that there are some cases in 
the Dneens, (or circles of high stony lands in the upper parts of the Doon,). 
whore reduction is iKicessary. There, separate cultivated villages are 
intermixed with the lands of the Dacens, and the hamlets of the Daeens 
witii one another, to such a degree, that it was necessary to measure 
several villages or hamlets together, according to tlic Kuropean scientific 
method. Those were measured separately, according to the native 
method, but the assessable area sl^own by the Phiropean metliod exceeded 
the total of the corresponding area as given by the native metliod. It is 
imw impossible to say by whom the asses.sinent on the shamilat and 
lands should be paid, whilst the demand from the whole is very 
high, and burtlieiisome, and there was no cnlturable land which could be 
assigned free of assessment. 

IGth. The determination of the rights of the present residents in 
tlie Doon is a subject of great importance ami much delicacy. Here, 
as must necessarily be the covse in every country, insecurity of title havS 
material ly affected the prosperity of the country, nor will the district 
thrive, as it ought to do, till every man knows, or has the means of know- 
ing, what bis rights are. The difficulty, such as it is, must be faced, and 
the necessary remedy applied. 

i7tb. The Lieutenant Governor has already expressed, in para- 
8, his opinion that the Resolution of Government, dated 16th 
March 1830, as carried into effect by the local officers and afterwards 
confirmed by Government, was erroneous and injudicious. It was how- 
ever within the competency of the Government to make the declaration, 
the rights thus created, and now exercised for upwards of 14 years, 
be scrupulously maintained. But there is no necessity for extend- 
the principles of that Resolution, further than was contemplated at 
time they were assumed, or than is now universally the case. They 
not been extended to the grants made to Europeans in 1837-33 
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and subsequently, and it is not right that they should be extended to 
any villages brought into cultivation by natives since 1830, as has now 
been erroneously done. Nor is it necessary that they should be extend- 
ed to ryots settled in the old villages by the moqudduins since 1830. 

18th. It I'Anains that all those who were recognized as proprietors in 


* Extrart from Rraohition of Government^ dated Idth March 1830. 

7. That the nioqtKldunm be distinctly^ regarded as oftioers of 
Government, liable to be removed from the situation, if they 
shall fail to pronu^te the public interests aTj.d to give 8.iti.sf action 
to the people : but otherwi.se to be continued, as propo.scd in the 
20th paragraph of Major Young’s Report, and should any indivi- 
dual be remo\ed for misconduct, (the general arrangement 
continuing), a preference shall be given to jX'rsons of the same 
family if othei wise qualilicd. 

Extract from Major Young's letter, dated 28^4 AVfWjAn* 1829. 

20. The right of succession to the nuxpiddumee should be 
Ivpreditary by entail to the next male heir, without the pnver of 
selling, wiilmg it away, or sequestrating it in any manner. 


1830^ or their heirs 
or assignees, should 
be still regard- 
ed a.s proprietors, 
and that not only of 
the land they then 
held, hut also of the 
land they tnay have 
since brought into 
cultivation and now 


hold. Towards such the moquddums are mere Government servants, 
called upon to collect from them, and in virtue of that office entitled to a 
portion of the sum colhjcted. Their office is not heritable nor trans- 
ferable, hut they are liable to exclusion by the Collector for misconduct, 
or insolvency, or any other eau^e which incapacitates them from the right 
discharge of their duty. 

lOtli. Tlie cultivating propiietors, in the event of their dolanlt, 
are responsible to the Government in their |>€M'S()ns and property, Iheir 
land may be sold, their per onal pro|K‘rty may he distrained, and them- 
selves imprisoned. The moquddum is required to aid in these processes, 
and to assist in making arrangements for the land. He is also at liberty 
to take the land if no better offer be made, but he cannot be compelled 
to take the laud. The cultivating proprietors are not jointly responsible 
(*ne for the otlior, nor is the moquddum responsible for the default of the 
cultivators, otherwise than that he is liable to be displaced from his post 
of moquddum if he is unable or unwilling to collect the jumaof the 
village. 

20th. Assamees in villago.s that were settled in 1 830, who have 
been located since that date, should be considered the tenants of those 
who located them, whether inoqudduins or proprietors. The lam 
they hold shoul.l be entered as the ptoperty of the person who located 
them, and they put on the footing of khood kasht assamees, paying “ 
rent fi.xed by special contract, or varying according to the custom of t e 
perguunah, but po.s.sessing no heritable and transferable property, 
they have located themselves, they will of course be proprietors. 

21 at. Villages which have been located since 1830, will be 
in full proprietary right with the locators, caxe being only taken » 
the terms marie with the resident As.samecs are maintained. 
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22tid. Cultiirable laad, to the amount of one-fourth of the cultiva- 
jetl land,' was left free of assessment under tlie impression that it was 
required for grazing purposes. This was a rhlstake. There is grazing 
land in abundance elsewhere, and the culturable land ha« been generally 
^loken up. Where this has been done in old settled villages, it will be 
considered the property of him by whom or at who.se cost it was broken 
iip. Where it has not been broken up, it must now be decide d who has 
the right to break it up. Each proprietor is entitled to a plot propor- 
tioned to his property; but if he is urfable or unwilling to occupy it, it 
should be offered first to the moq\iddum, and next to any other proprie- 
tor willing to take it up. If no one will take the land, it may be left, 
unappropriated, with a declaration that each proprietor is entitled to a 
certain portion, and may break it up when he liked. 

23rd. In paragraph 19 of his letter of 18th March 1813, Mr. 
Vansittart mentions several villages settled in 1830, where the ryotwaree 
chnracter of that proceeding has never had effect, and the moejuddum 
has remained to the present day sole ])roprietor. This opinion rests on 
no recorded document, but on the known fact that in these villages the 
cultivators have continued up to the present date to pay to the moqnd- 
(luni a fixed portion of their crop.s, either by hi,n or hiiffaer, and have 
never paid according to the sums assessed on them at the time of Settle- 
ment, nor exercised any riglits of ^transfer. In such cases, the right may 
bo held to have lap.sed, even supposing it now to be claimed. But it is 
most (le.sirable that the records should not stand as they now do, exhibit- 
ing a false and arbitrary state of property. If the cultivators assert the 
light, they should l)e made to exerci.se it, otherwise they should be made 
torelim[uish in favor of the moipnldum, who is the actual possessor of it*. 
Each ca.se should be examined, and some arrangement made between the 
moqiiddum and tlie cultivators. 

21th. It requires no very great labor to follow out these pnnciples 
’n the Doon. The villages are few, and the Lieutenant Governor has 
hill conlidenco in the ability and discretion of Mr. Vansittart to carry out 
^^11 the measures which are requisite. 

25th. The juma settled by Major Young will be immediately 
f'onfirmed on its being reported by the Board, but confessedly liable to re- 
<hictions where they may be found necessary by the Settlement Officer. 

Jill other respects, their inability to raise a confirmed juma, Mr 
^Jinsittart is hereby invested with full powers as a Settlement Officer 
Regulation VII 1822, and Regulation 1X 1833. Under these 
powers, it will be necessary for him to take up the case of each village, 
determine all the rights in it, and hold a proceeding declaratory of those 
J'jghta. 

26th. It remains to notice a few cases where villages have lately 
^ into decay, and where other new villages are forming. 
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27th. Much of the land in the Doou is of little value, ilio popn. 
lation is scanty, and the impediments to residence arisiiig from the 
unhealthiness of the climate, and to the want of water so great, that there 
is difficulty in forming new villages or even maintaining the old ones. 
The inhabitant^ are not much attached to the soil, and when the very 
favorable grant terms are contrasted with the settlement terms, it is not 
surprizing if the men sometimes desert their old settled lands in order to 
take up new lands. This indeed would have been much more the case 
than it has, had it not been thaf the debt to Government during the 
period of settlement has been considered personal, as has already been 
stated, paragraph 19; a man was not allowed to resign his le.ase, and if 
he left the land he was obliged, so long as he remained in the Doon, 
to pay the demand, unless he could obtain another person to take the 
lease from him. This perhaps was necessary under the circumstances of 
the case. It was not illegal, and when the liberal terms granted to the 
people are considered, it w'as not inequitable. 

2Sth. Still there are several cases in which death or desertion from 
the Doon have depopulated small villages, which canm^t now ho 
restored. The longer retention of these on the rent-roll is uiinocessary, 
and authority will be given for striking them off and reTuitting the exist- 
ing balances on them as soon as Mr. Vansi^tart submits a list of them, 
with a brief statement of the circumstances which occasionc'd the* dec.ay of 
each. 

29th. Mr. Vansittart has exerted himself with much zeal to esta- 
blish now villages. Theoidersof Governmerd, dated 22n(l June last, 
have decided the terms on which such grants should be given : and tho 
orders of Government, dated 18th Novemi)or 1839, paragraph 6, vested 
the local officers with authority to give such grants to natives on comli* 
tion of their being reported to Government for sanction. Tlie annexed 
form of pottah seems to meet the requisitions of the case, and there is no 
objection to the immediate grant of lands on these terms, provided the 
boundaries be first determined and marked off ; tliat each grant do not 
exceed 4000 acres, and that tenders for higher terms have been invited, 
but not made as proscribed in paragraph 4 of the orders of 22nd Jane 
last. These grants must be reported for confirmation as soon as engage- 
ments have been exchanged. Grants to Europeans must, under the 
orders of 18th November 1839, be reported to Government as definitive!} 
settled by the local authority, before engagements are exchanged. 

30th. The Lieutenant Governor is desirous that every 
ment should be given to Mr. Vansittart in his Endeavours to bring 

^ • f TlPW 

waste lands of the Doon into cultivation, hy the formation o 
villages, and by liberal gi*ants of tuccavee. It is only necessary to 
against the injury of old villages, by the establishment of new ^ 
of this Mr. Vansittart seems fully aware. The advantages possessec 
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^^.ttlcrs ill the Doon are not few, and there is every prospect that agri- 
ealtural' operations will succeed, if they are prudently and economically 
conducted, and care be taken to give good titles, and scrupulously to 
respect and protect all rights to landed property. • 

3Jst. A copy of this letter has been given to Mf Vansittart for 
his information and guidance. 

32nd. The original enclosures of your letter are herewith returned, 
(•o{)ies having been retained, for record. 

* I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. THORNTON, 

Secy, to Govt., N. W. P. 


Agjia : 

TJie 2"2n(l Jauitary 1845 


J 


FORM OF POTTAH, referred to in 'preceding page. 


Know all mkn by these presents that the Hou’ble the Lieuten- 
ant OoviTnor of the North Western Provinces has been pleased to confer 

oil Mr. his heirs, executors, administrators 

ami assigns, the grant of a tract of waste laiul measuring British statute 

situate in to be holdcn by him 

oil the conditions iKjreinafter stato<l, that is to say, for the first fifty years, 


on tlif f()lh)wing conditions, , 

IsL To clear, according to the iiiidennentioned proportions, the 

wliole tra(‘t within tiio period of twenty years, with the exception of 

acres of irremediably barren land, and one-fourth or 

■ acr(\s of tlie remainder ddducted, as approved of by (ioverninent. 

2tid. If no commencement be ma<le to clear within the first year,’ 
the settlement to be void, and the grant resumablo by Government, who 
^fiay settle it with any other |)erson. 

3rd. If one-fourth of the whole culturable land he not cleared and 
cultivated within the first five years, the remainder to lapse to Govern- 
or a settlement be made with any other person ; and the grantee 
fo be liable to a fine of 4 annas for every acre of the one-fourth remain- 


'iig uncultivated. 

“Ith. If one-half of the whole culturable land be not cleared and 
cultivated in ten years, the remainder to lapse to Government, or a set- 
to be made with any other person, and the grantee to be liable 
a fine of 4 annas for every acre of the one-half remaining uncultivated. 
'Mh. If three-fourths of the whole culturable land be not cleared 
cultivated in twenty years, the remainder to be at the disposal of 
^vernincnt, and the grantee to be liable to a fine of 4 annas for every 
of the three-fourths remaining uncultivated. 

6th. A fine incurred under any one of the three preceding clauses 
^ He leviable from the cleared portion of the grant, in the same way 
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as any ordinary balance of land revenue ; but the person and other pro- 
perty of the grantee shall not be liable for it. , 

7th. To pay according to the kistbundees in use in the Dehia 
Doon, the following yearly junias, viz:. 


Years F. S. 

Juma. 

Years F. S. 

Juma. 

1 

or 


Nil. 

16 

or ,, 


2 


j) 

t 

17 

11 yi 


.3 


ji 

Nd. 

18 

M 11 


4 

n 

»> 


19 

11 11 


5 

>) 

11 

Nil, 

20 

11 11 


6 




21 

11 11 


7 




22 

n 11 


,9 




23 

11 11 


9 




24 

11 11 


10 


11 


25 

11 11 


1 1 



1 

26 

11 11 


12 


11 

1 

27 

11 11 


13 

>> 

11 


28 

11 11 


14 

)> 

11 


29 

n 11 


15 


11 






Rate i)er y li.vto per 

acre. acre. 

^ 

l8t, 2nd and 3rd, * Nil. 6th, 0 6 2 9th,... 

4tli, lO 3 0 7 th, 0 7 13 1 0th, 

Dth, I 0 4 11 8th 0 9 4 

These jurnas are to be recoverable according to the rules and reiju- 

lations in force for the collection of the revenue from rnalgoozars, farmers, 
<&c., in cases of arrears. 

8th. The standard of irieasiiremeut to be the British standard are 
consisting of 4840 square yards, and the Goveniment shall be at liberty 
to ineasiire the land in the Gth, 11th and 21st years, with the view o 
lusceitaining that the conditions re.specting the clearance of the specific 
portion C)f land by each of tho.se periods have been fulfilled. 

9th. The grantee to erect boundary marks round his grant, an to 
keep them in a .state of repair. 

10th. The public highways are not considered included m 
grant of the land through which they run, and remain the property o 

the State. ^ 

11th. The grantee is to pay a contribution of one per 
num on the amount of his juma for the year, for the repairs of t e 
roads, in lieu of all demands of the State, for aid in repairing the 
roads. The grantee will have no claim on the Government foi ° 
or repairing private roads. 


Rate per 
acre. 

■ 1~A. U 
. 0 m 15 
. 0 12 6 
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The right of Gov eminent to take lands for roads, canals or 
puhlio purposes, in the mode fkid down by the R^mlation, is to 
aiOJun in force in the lands include<l in this grant. 

l.Sth. All rights of way for men and cattle fronwthe villages to 
wnteiing places, and from villages to the high roads, are to be respected, 
uid any dispute to be settle<l by the Magistrate under the control of the 

poiiiinissioner. 

1 1th. The right to all mineral products found within the grant is 
jvserved to Government, and tire granfbe shall not deprive the piddic of 
(]i(‘ use of the natural products of the ground to the extent and on the 
(tiiiis under which they may have hi thcito enjoyed tliem. 

1.5th. The right of distribution of water for irrigation is reserved to 
til,' State. Government will direct such cuts and sluices to be made as 

la.ty Mppear pi’opT. 

Kiil). The grantee is bound to conform to such rules regarding 
police aiTangeinents as may be determined on, and to appoint and sup- 
port a ijoryt fur ejich inhabited village if rerpiired. 

I7th. The grantee is bound to confomi to all Regulations and Acts 
nf (Government in common with all other landholders. 

Note, — T he lands included in this grant are shewn in tie; sub- 
j, lined table. 


y< 

i 

1) 

0 
<u 

1 

1 

'o 

CD 

>5 

Total area in 
acres* 

Deduct irreme- 
diably ban*eu 
acres. 

Remains useful 
area acres. 

Deduct Jth as 
approved by 
Government. 

o 

-I 

^ 't: 
o 

St tiO 

2 §) 










And provided the said conditions be well and truly fulfilled, then 
and after the lapse of the said term, the lands are to be holdeii on 
Kaiue cmiditir)ns and subject to the same rules and regulations as all 
^*di(T lauded tenures paying revenue to the British Government in the 
^orth Western Provinces. 

By order of the Hoirblo the Lieutenant Governor, North Western 

^^■ovinces, dated at Agia, this 

— in the year of our Lord one thousand 

hundred and forty . 

and registered as 


—in the Seerefm*y\. 


•! 


Secreta'i^f to 
Vol. 11. 


Oovt., N. 
D8 


w. r. 



APPENDIX B. 


JSotea regarding the Settlement of the Doon. 


1st. Having lately had an opportunity at Dehra of examining In 
company with the Commissioner,- Mr. Morrieson, the proceedings of the 
Superintendent in the revision of the settlement under the orders of 
January 22nd 1845, it seems advisable to place on record the result of 
these inquiries. 

2nd. Mr. Vansittarts report of July 7tb, 1845, which has not yet 
been forwarded to Government, came under consideration, and some ques- 
tions proposed by the Superintendent were di.scussed. 

3rd. Further inquiry has fully established the errors which were 
committed in this settlement. The tenures of land in the Doon are not 
materially different from what are found in other parts of the country, 
and it is a fatal mistake to consider every cultivator the absolute pro- 
prietor of tho land he cultivates. It was also an error to assume 3 annas 
a local beegah, (or 14 as. 6 pie, 6 gundahs an acre), a fair assessment for 
all land in the Doon. For some land it was unnecessarily light, but 
some very poor land in the thinly peopled parts of the district could not 
pay even that. 

4th. The assessment cannot now be altered. The rate determined 
was a maximum. The lightly assessed lands will yield their pro- 
prietors naore or less profit during tho settlement. The juma on the 
heavily assessed land will continue to be paid with difficulty, unless sorae 
means can be devised for lightening the burden, or more equally distri- 
buting it in particular cases. 

5th. Much may be done towards remedying the erroneous record 
of rights. The effect of the late settlement seems to have been little 
understood. In many cases, the old state of things has not been altered, 
and all parties appear willing to cancel what has passed, and to revert to 
their ancient customs. 


6th. The village of Majera is a case in point. It is a regular puttee- 
daree village, held by a community of Rajpoots, who are divided into two 
thokea, one of which contains 3 puttees and the other 4. The land an 
the aaaameea are divided amongst the several shareholders. The culti- 
vating aaaameea, though recorded as proprietors of their cultivation, have 
never considered ihemselves ta be such, and shrink from the responsihi i y 
which it involves. There is apparently no difficulty in forming a^ew 
record a-s in a putteedaree village. If, however, the cultivators who we 
recognized as proprietors at the time of settlement, refuse to relm^^ 
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tlioir rights, they must be confinned as subordinate proprietors on tlie 
footing explained in paragraph 118 of ’ Directions for Settlement Officers- 
7th. In such cases, the moquddumee allowance of 20 per cent, may 
be distributed differently from what it was at the tim^ of settlement* 
This may be arranged according to the wish of the parties. It is said 
that generally they wish 15 per cent, to be distributed amongst the pro- 
prietors, and 5 per cent, to be reserved for the luinberdar or lumberdars- 
This is unobjectionable. The whole will be shewn as so much deducted 
from the Government demaud, and the? proprietors and lumberdars will 
collect it themselves, according to the authorized process. 

8th. At present there are 12 putwarees engaged for the whole 
district, and receiving pay from Government as 
* 12 Putwarees, @ 5 60 their servants*. They reside at the Sudder sta- 

statioueiy j 3 know nothing of the villages. It 

i>er mensem, ... 63 would he much better to put the putwarees 
or per annum, 756 establishment on the same footing here as else- 
where, which the proprietors are willing enough 
should be the case, if they have the nomination of the men. In such an 
event, the Government establishment may be discontinued, and a 'pro ratd 
reduction of juma given to the proprietors to cover the expense. 

9th. Many of tho vi]lage.s have assigned to them culturable waste 
hinds on grant terms, over and above the one-fourth free of assessment. 
It was never decided who was to have, or pay for this land. On the new 
.'irningernent, a russuddee juma will be fixed, to cover this source of 
mcreasod income, and the land will be left to the community of proprie- 
tors to he dealt with according to the village custom. One rupee per 
annum additional for every 15 acres, after the first three years, seems to 
he a rate of increase nearly corresponding in round numbers with what is 
generally understood by grant terms, though in this case its meaning has 
never been defined. Fractions in these as in all other similar cases, may 
he omitted, and the nearest rupee be taken. 

Ihth. The moquddums on the old footing seem to have been res- 
ponsible for the police as well as the revenue. The former obligation 
^uay be best discharged by their nominating a chowkeedar to each village 
or circle of villages, who will be paid in money or land as may be found 


Hth. The constitution of the Daeens has been the subject of much 
^loubt. Mr. Vansittart’s conclusion, as expressed in paragraphs 16 and 
20 of his report of 7th July 18‘1}5, is not generally approved. 

1 2th. My own impressions are founded on brief conversations with 
^he native officers, and with the leading men, especially of Oodeewalla 
Kurunpoor Daeens. The constitution of the estates appears to me so 
^^^ple and conformable with the usual features of similar tenures in other 
of the country, that I am only surprised that doubts should have 
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existed on the subject, and 1 am led from tluit very cause to suspect the 
accuracy of the information J received. My opinion must tluTehiie 1,^. 
received with caution, and most carefully tested before it be nuulo the 
basis of future proceedings. 

13th. I will state as briefly as the case admits^ uny view of the 
constitutions of these Dixeens, of the way in which they sluMild have Ijchu 
settled, and of tlie course wliicli„ under pa^sent circumstances, is open to 
the Government. 


14th. The Daeens c<’>m prise the lands .stretcliing from the vicinity of 
Gehra up the southern slope of the bills. Much of the land is vci v 
poor, but tliat in the neigh bourliood of Debra and Rajjxmr, and tlit‘ 
interjacent road, is most valuable as building ground. The value of nil 
is much greater than it ever was before, from tlie gi-eat demand for pa), 
duce of all sorts, as well as for tlk) lal>or of the inhabitants. 


• 1. Oorleewala. owned by Clmndail 

2. Ud(*eew.ili, „ „ Kliurowla. 

3. Mausingwala, ,, „ Mnjialee. 

4. DlKu usi, ,, „ S.imMur< f Braliinins. 

5. Kurnmpoor, „ „ Chnndail 

(i. il.itee Huikulla, „ „ Kinirow a. 

7. Oopeewala, „ „ Bisht. 

8. Haluuwala, „ „ Chnndail. 


15th. There are 
Daeens, each of which is 
said to he the [aoporty of 
one fomily or trihe or 
c(»mmunity. The naiiK's 
of the Daeer)s and tlx^ 


familit's who own them 


are noted in tlie margin.* 

Iflth. Each oftho.se Daeens comprises tlie whole or jiaii of sevonil 
villages; each village in the Dixeens has its known bouiidaiies; and the jxn- 
tion belonging to each Daeen, whetlu'r cultivated or wa.ste, is also wi ll 
known. There are .some villages, (c. g, Keoingir), part, of whi(‘h is in ii 
I)ae(;n and the rest a distinct mehal. The Da(*ens are in fact talo()<|ii<x^ 
consisting of lands in different village.s, all constituting one mehal, and Iml'l 
by a village* community ae'cording to a known rule. I’lie cultivators, uho 
are not inemb(;rs of the community, are (‘ith<*r Raoh'eas or common 
'inr.p^s. ^riie former are tmnnbtT.s of mdghbouring Rajpoot or BraliTinn 
families, with whom the proprietors have intermarried, and whom tiny 
h.ive settled on tlH*ir villages on favor, able terms. 

17th. Each Daeen .seems to have been originally divided into 
jhoolafis, though the term Is now ohsolet(\ This appears to have 
merely an arbitrary mode of <‘xpres.sing the fra(;tional shares ol the estnb*. 
A Daeen was supposed bj be divid(;d into 30 jluxylahH instea<l of 20 
walls or 10 annas, and the shares were expressed in 3Cths instead ot 20tli^i 
or IGths. 

18th. In tills state of things the proper course would have been 
have marked off the boundaries of each village, and to have surveyed i 
professionally .and by khusreh. A Daeen w.ar Moon tukhib would h 
shown the area of each Daeen, which should have b:?en aH8(3Ssed on 
sets, and settled witli the proprietors. The rights of these propiietet 
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ivonld liavc boon dofinod in tiio w<tjlb-wf-urz, and tlw/ijrhts of all .snb- 
i.rdiiiiito propriotors or tenants would have boon dociJod in (he usual 
»,iy, and shown in tin; jiiniabmidoo. 

10th. A.S it is, strip-s of lan<l (pafAires) lying between mountain 
sfeaiiis, have been arbitrarily and erroneously named as'cortain Daeens 
anil .surveyed so, both profe.ssionally and by khuHreh. It is impos.'^iblc to 
Hull from the papers where the lands of any Daeen lie. The .settloineut 
has been imule for eaeh Daeon, with the cultivators in each mouzah as his 
jiinperty. The property thus created has been in many cases sold or sub- 
lot at an enormoiiH profit. 

20th. Th(! proper remedy is now to make a new Mouz.ahw.ar 
nirasurouH.'iit ami Daoeiiwar Moontukhib. The Daeens may then be set- 
tled with the proprietary communities, and the Iw.st arrangement practica- 
lile made between them .and the subordiimte occupants of the land. 
Ka. h surh subordinate occupant is entitled to be con.sidere.1 the proprie- 
(nrof the plot of land settled with him, at the jmna then dcterminoil, .and 
Hill ()eou])y the position defined in paragrapi. 1J8 of “ Directions for Set- 
tlement Ortieors.” If they resign this right, they then become mere 
vxfomwK, between whom .and the proprietary community a fair arrange- 
iiK'iit is to be made. 


21st. Tlie nioipiddums (of wliom tliere may bo two or more, as ex- 
pidient,) will become lumberdar.s. The eommimity of proprietors will 
liavctliericrht to the wasteland in tbc DiU'cns, and to the 0 (|intable assi'ss- 
iiK'iit on all lands in excess of their pnttalis held by the snhordinato 
Itfoprictors, and on all resigmul lands. The .saycn’ items, siieh as wood, 
t^c., nviy he i^ivcai to them, hut th(‘ Government must res(a‘ve 
t'Mbolt the ri^^iit over all streains of wat(*r and their hods, in order that 
It ni;iv have the power of ecjnitahly distributing^ the waters for the good 
<'l th(‘ people at lariro. 


22n<l. In making thi.s change, the Superintendent must he most 
that its fidl hearing.^ hti uiider.stooil, aii<l the consent obtained of 
‘^11 parties, whose rights may he affected. Tlie papers must ho compiled 
nuicli accuracy and fullness, so as not only to show the present .state 
•jf pioportv, hut also so as to provide for its future pirohahle change's. 

-3rd. One gr(*at evil of proprietary communities thus oonstitnted 
^'^dicdilhculty of their giving a title to land within the estate. Provision 
bo .specially made for thi.s in the ivajlb-ool-nrz. It must he doter- 
|'in((l who in the community can sell or loa,so land, and how the subor- 
interests are to he compensated. Hitherto intending lessea-s or 
^ nc lasers have liad only to deal with the recorded cultivating propric- 
^ } <>ccupant : in future they will have to deal primarily with a nunier- 
^ ^ plopriotary community, and secorn lari ly with subordinate, proprie- 
occupants. The subordinate proprietary occu- 
• sell or dispose of their property a.s they like. The non-pro- 
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prietary cauDofc, but will have to be bought out, like the tenants in 
Ireland, when the land has been purchsised or leased from the community 
of proprietors. 

24)th. By jvay of caution it may be observed, that perhaps the 
pei'sons who liave been represented to me as proprietors, are in fact only 
the moquddnm’s family, and that the Rooheeas and other old families 
are in fact the village community. This is a nice point to determine 
It ought to turn on the consideration of who disposed of the wast^ lauds 
enjoyed the sayer products, and reaped all incidental advantages, or bore 
all incidental burdens over and above the Government demand ? Was 
it the moquddums alone ? or the family whom I suppose to be the village 
community ? or more than these, and if so, who ? 

25th. The re- measurement of the villages may be made at the 
Government expense, but this re-measurement is for the better definition 
and protection of the rights of the comnmnity, and may therefore be 
fairly charged upon them, if they will consent. There is this advantage 
in its being done at their expense, that they will consider it more their 
own act, and will be the more careful that it l)e well done. Probably 
they will not object to do it themselves, when its full advantages are 
explained. In the Daeens there may be difficulty in apportioning the 
expense. 

2Gth. My impression is, that the Daeens are not, as a whole, over- 
assessed, and that if the settlement for each Daccn be made as proposed 
with a community, till the members of whom are jointly and severally 
responsible for payment of the whole demand, there will be no difficulty 
in realizing tlie present jurna. But it is most impolitic to maintain the 
stipulation that they will he liable to an increased charge for all land 
brought into cultivation, over and above the one-fourth given them free 
of assessment. The limits of each Daeen beinsf determined, the whole 
area within those limits should be at the entire disposal of the community 
during the period of settlement, with, or without a russudee increase, as 
may seem fair. Where the assessment is heavy, no russudee increase 
should be demanded, but the proprietors should he encouraged to extend 
their cultivation by a guarantee against any increased assessment during 
the present settlement. This boon may probably go far to reconcile all 
parties to the proposed change in the constitution of property. 

27th. These notes have been made thus full to assist the Superin- 
tendent in his future operations. They must be taken at their true 
value ; as suggestions and not as directions ; as indicating what may be 
done, and not as enjoining what must be done. 


Landour : 

April m, 1847. 


J. THOMASON. 
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REPORT 


ON THE 

SETTLEMENT OF THE ZILLAH 

OF* 

HUMEERPOOR. 


PERGUNNAIIS SOOMERPOOR, JIOUDHA, RATH, 
PUNWAREE AND KIIURKA. 


To R LOWTHER, Esquire, 

Commissioner of Revenue, Uh Division, 
Allahabad. 


Dated Cawnpoor, 2Sth Fehi'uary, 184??. 


I have the honor to submit the papers connected with the 
settlement of Humeerpoor proper, that is, the 
^ Doi-thern division of Btmdolkhund, exclusive of 
the pergunnahs placed under the Deputy Collec- 


tor stationed at Calpee. 

2. I entered upon my duties in June 184?!, Mr. Morgan having 
previou.sly been obliged to leave from ill-health. When I took charge, 
by far the majority of the' villages had been measured, almost all the 
boundary’^ disputes settled, and the preparation of the Khuteouee papers 
in a considerable state of forwardness. 


3. The pergunnahs entrusted to me for settlement were five, namely, 


GeograpMcal details. 


Soomerpoor, Moudha, Rath, Punwaroe and Khurka. 
The first two are divided from the last three by 


tbepergunnah of Julalpoor. Soomerpoor and Moudlia to the south of 
Humeerpoor are bounded on the north by the rivers Betwa and Jumna ; 
^0 the south and east by the pergunnahs of Pylanee and Khundeh, 
zillah Banda; and to the weet by pergunnah Julalpoor. Their conjoint 
is nearly square, with an extreme length and breadth in each case 
about 25 miles. Their total area is 472 square miles; Soomerpoor 
^ the north and nearest to Humeerpoor containing 240 miles, and 
Moudha to the south, 232 miles. 
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4. The three remaining pergunnahs (viz. Rati), Piinwaree and 
Klmrka), arc almost surrenurkHl by the territories of difhaent chief- 
tains, the exception being to the north-east, on which side the pergunnah 
of Julalpoor in Calpce bounds them. The principal chieftains arc those 
of Chirkhareo, Jeitpoor, Logassoc, Alleepoor, Chuttiirpoora, Geroulee and 
Jhansce. The extreme length of the three pergunnahs from north to 
south is about 58 miles, and their breadth from east to west, 34 milos. 
Their form and boundaries are very irregular, and in many places, par- 
ticularly to the south, they are intersected by the territories of the ahov(‘- 
named chieftains. Their total area is 80G S(piare miles ; Khurka tlu; 
most northern of them containing G4 miles, Rath in the middle 31 s 
miles, Punwaree 424 miles. The area of all five pergunnahs being 1278 
stpiare miles. 

5. There are numerous high barren rocks in the Southwest, i c., 
over the whole pergunnnah of Punwaree ; a few in ])orgunnfdi Rutli ; 
but none in the othei* pergunnahs. The face of the country is uneven 
with barren ridges and rich low lands. The neighbourhood of all the 
rivers and nullahs is full of ravines ; the banks ate for the most part 
high and barren ; while the land below in the beds of the rivers is ge- 
nerally very rich. 

(3. The rivers are the Jumna, Betwa, Dussan, Cain, Chundrnwal 


Rivers and Streams. 


and Berma. All but the last two are boundaries; 
the Jumna for a short distance to the north of per- 


gnnnah Soomerpoor ; the Betwa to the notth of Khnrka and Sooiiier- 
poor; the Dus.san to the west of parts of Punwaree and Rath; and tlie 
Cain fora short distance to the south of MoudJia. The Betwa, Dussan, 


and Cain all rise in the hills betweon Jui)bulpoor and Bhopal, and run 


north abfuit 250 miles. The Dussan empties itself into the Betwa nt 
the north-west corner of porgunnah Khurka ; the Betwa and Cain join 
the Jumna ; the first just below Humeerpoor, and the last in the Bamh 
district at the Chilld,t<ir4 Ghat. The Berma river rises in the south m 
the Jeitpoor territory ; receives in the Punwaree pergunnah, in its 
northward course, the waters of the Urjoon, Keolaree and Goiicliet 
streams ; enters the Rath pergunnah near the old cantonment of K( itali, 
wdiich was built on its left bank ; crosses the south-east corner of tin; 
pergunnah ; rims the whole length of the Julalpoor pergunnah and tlic n 

unites with the Betwa. The Chundrawul river rises in the Jaloun tern- 
tory runs in a north-east direction through tlie pergunuah of Mondli'i 
and empties itself into the Cain in the Banda district, after receiving 


Seechim stream. 

7. The revenue survey and measurement of these pergunnahs w ^ 
comlucted in the years 1839-40, and 1840'’ 
by Lieutenant H. V. Stephen— I have every 
reason to be perfectly satisfied with the accui'acy of the measurement ^ 
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detailed in the KhUsrehs and Khuteonees ; though in some statistical 
returns, such as the number of inhabitants, cattle, ploughs, &c. equal 
correctness was not attained. The measurement of every villa'<re was 
tested by remeasuring every field touching a line drawn across the field 
map, and if the difference was not greater than 5 per cent,, the measure- 
lueut was passed ; but the testing Officer examined each field as to the 
quality of the soil ; and whenever complaints were made, the survey 
returns were retested and re-examined again and again To avoid 
frivolous complaints, I demanded the deposit of a certain sura per bee-ah 
from every proprietor who petitioned for a second examination If” his 
complaint was found to be well grounded ho received back the deposit 
otherwise it was confiscated. The beegah of the district is very small’ 
cousiderably less than half an acre, the proportion is nearly 7 to 3 and 
more accurately 37 to 16. ’ 

8. The population of Bundelkhund is scanty ; the latest census is 

The p«puUion. measuring Ameens under the 

Revenue Surveyor, whicli in its details, is far 
from accurate. Still it is an approximation, and is probably, in the total, 
tolerably correct ; at any rate it is the latest, and, I believe, the best yet 
made. The result for the five purgunnahs under report, is ],53,89d! souls 
distributed as in the annexed table. 
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This population, it will be observed, is chiefly agricultural, and the 
cliiof castes are Brahtniris, Rajpoots, Lodhees, Bunyahs, Aheers, Koor- 
jiiccs, Kacliees and Kliungars. Of these the Kachces, Koormees and 
Jjodhecs are the best cultivators. In Sooinerpoor and Moiidha, the Raj- 
poots arc far more numerous than any other caste. In Rath the Lodh- 
e(*s prevail, and in Punwaree and Khiirka, the Lodhees and Brahmins are 
nearly in equal propoi-tions. The Khungars are said to have been the 
rulers of this country before the Boundelas. They are now the chow- 
kwclars ; among the villagers the u-stml designation of the chowkeedars 
is “Klmngar.’* 

9. Education can scarcely be said to exist, there being nothing in 

the whole district tliat can deserve the character 
Education. ^ .school. In tliG towns and villages collec- 

tiv('ly, perliaps from 400 to 500 boys may receive instruction in Hindee, 
far as reading and writing the chanieter and a little arithmetic : aiid 
tlie Persian to a similar extent may be taught in the whole to 25 or 30 
buys. 

10. The soils of Bimdelkhuiid on tliis, the right, side of the Jumna, 

are very different from those on the op}) 0 .site 
side. The names of the principal descriptions 
aroTnree, Kuchar, Mar, Kabur, Purwa and Rakur. Tlic quantity and 
tli(‘ p(‘rcontjig(j of each on the total cultivation (exclusive of 7024 acres of 
h'siiiiied maatee) are detailed below : — 
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Kabur. 


15. 


11. Turee and Kucliar, the names given to land annually over- 

flowed by the rivers and streams on which it is 
Turee, Kuohar. gituated, are in fact of the same description, the 

former taking its designation from Tur, moist, and .the latter from 
Kmhar, edge. ^ ^ • 

12. Turee, from the longer period of its inundation receives a 
greater quantity, and is more enriched by the alluvial deposits ; of which 
the Kuchar benefits less, from the earlier subsidence of the waters from 
their higher level. From their situatien these lands are only cultivated 
for Rubbee crops. 

13. Mar is the popular designation of the peculiar black loam 

common in Bundelkhimd, Malwa, the Nerbudda 
Territories and Gwalior, but I believe never 
found on the left bank of the J umna. I am not competent to its geolo- 
gical description. It is of a deep black colour, extremely retentive of 
moisture, very rich, perfectly free from stones or other foreign substances, 
can be, burnt like peat, and in dry weather contracts extremely, leaving 
large cracks and fissures in the soil, which renders irrigation impracticable. 

14. Kabur is similar to Mar but mixed, to a slight degree, with 
other substances, kurikur, sand, &c., and is of a 
lighter or greyer black than the Mar. 

Purwa is a light sandy soil almost of a yellowish colour, it does 
not contract like the Mar and Kabur, and is 
consequently capable of irrigation. 

The Rakur, the poorest of all the soils, has a large mixture of 
kunkur in it and is only productive wlieu the 
rains are abundant, its cultivation being exclu- 
sively of the khureef crops. The other three are indiscriminately cul- 
thated for either harvest, hut the Purwa when sown with wdiitor crops 
requires irrigation, which cannot be practised in the Mar and Kabur soils 
as already noticed. 

17. A statcineut of the quantity of land under each description of 

crop, and the percentage of each with reference 
to the total cultivated area, a« detailed in the 
measurement papers, is annexed (appendix A). It will be observed that 
tie khureef is the principal harvest being three-fifths of the whole culti- 
vation. Of the khureef crops, Jowar i.s the most extensively sown and 
cotton second in importance as rogartls breadth of cultivation. Of the 
riibhee crops, gram far exceeds any other, the second being wheat. 

18. In the western pergunnahs, particularly in Bath, a considcra 

g ble quantity of sugarcane is grown It is plant- - 

ed in the purwar soil and is plentifully irngat- 
«>• In Rath it is taken great care of. manured extensively, the land 

worked and the crop is very valuable ; being sometimes, when ht to 


Purwa. 


16. 


Rakur. 
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out, valued at alcove 200 Rupees the acre. In Punwaree the land is not 
so good, neither are the canes nor goor so valuable as in Rath. 

lO. The Cotton of these pergunnahs is inferior to that of some 
^ pergunnahs in Banda, and to that wliich comes 

« through Koonch from independent Bundelkhund. 

The growth of it is very general throughout all the pergunnahs ; the best 
perhaps is produced in the south-west part of the Punwaree pergunnah, 
in Koolpuhar for instance. 

20. The only other crop which I think it necessary to mention 
particularly, is al, (“ Morinda Citrifolia’’). The 
roots arc used very extensively as a dye and 
exported to all parts of the North Western Provinces, but I am not 
aware that it has ever been imported into Calcutta, or that it is prac- 
tically known in Europe. The Kharwa cloths are solely dyed with it, 
and so are most of the rod cloths ; the colour given is a deep red. It is 
sown only in the Mar and Kabxir soils, and wdien of about years 
growth is dug up to the depth of 4 to feet for the roots, in tlje hark 
of which the dye exists : instead of the j)howray narrow pickaxes are 
made use of to prevent injury to the smaller roots, the most valuable 
part of the produce. 

T'lic delay in tiie returns from tlic length of time before the plant is 
ready — the accumulation of several years’ rent — the labour employed in 
annual woedings and particularly in uprooting it, render it rather a tr}'Hi<? 
cultivation. It is not an exhausting crop by any moans, and is usually suc- 
cef'ded by gram, generally yielding a v( ry large return, partly rasultini^ 
probably from the deep stirring up of the soil in collecting the roots. 1 
liave pfirticularly noticed this cultivation, as I believe not existing to the 


north of tlie Jumna. 

21. TIjc customs duty on al is very heavy, ad valorem. The arti- 
cle is arbitrarily divided into three classes or qua- 
CustomsdutyonAl. charged accordingly; tlio distinctiou 

between 1 St and 2nd, or 2nd and Sid quality, is mere opinion, and en- 
tirely indefinite ; as an almo.st necessary result, the trade is exposed to 
vexatious and irregular exactions. An exporter takes out a pass for a 
of the 2nd quality — the goods are stopped as being of the 1st, an* 
subject to a higher rate — on examination it may be admitted as 
described and released ; but the official cannot be punished for the ar 
ship and inconvcoicncc created by his interference, because it is ^ 
an error in judgment on an uncertain and undefined point. The noces 
sary consequence of this is the, at least probable, demand and 
of a fee by the exporter to escape interruption ; possibly made 
the evasion of the first rate on the superior qualities. A 

on all M exported instead of a graduated duty would be an advan o 


■ to the people without loss to Government. 
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22. Gardens or topes are rare ; I cannot remember seeing a single 

mango tOpe, though a few mango trees inter- 
spersed with others, or alone, are not uncommon. 
Gardens of the Mahwa trees (Bassia latifolia), arc the commonest ; from 
its flowers is distilled the most inferior spirit of the conntiy, and they ar (3 
extensively eaten both in their fresh and drie<l states, Taudeo and 
cheerunjeo trees are common in the jungles in the western part of the 
district. 

23. The khureef crops are all sown in this district broad cast ; and 

the rubbee crops by <lrill in the usual mode ; no 
(Unrral remarks on the agri- in-iq-ation is required for wlieat, or indeed for 

culture. • 

any thing except sugarcane, tobacco and garden 
|)r(Mliicc. Besides ibe common plough similar to that used iu the Docjab 
there are two others used in this district, the Ndfjitv and tin* Bukhtr, 

2-1', The XiUjiir is only used in the western pergunnahs and for 
planting sugarcane. It is veiy licavy, requines six, 
>’,igur plough. j eight bullocks, to <lraw it, and enters V(‘iy 

dee)) into the ground. The cane is put into a hole of the wooden pai*t 
of the plough, through which it is passed and deposited in the earth im- 
luediatoly behind tin* coulter, as deep as the coulter ploughs. Mr. Mercer 
the American Cotton planter, was much pleased with this plough, and 
preferred this manner of sowing sugarcane to any he could adopt with 
the American plough. 

25. The Bulckur is used both to hike off the crust which is formed 


on the land by sunsliiue after rain, and to clean 
rukkiir plough. young grass, weeds and stubble ; 

it only skins the surface. Previously cultivated or prepared land is 
'' Biikkured'' after a shower of rain and the seed sown, which may 


either be ploughed or Bukkuredin. The instrument or share, along 
iron scythe let into a piece of wood, about three feet long by about one 
Grille, is drawn by a pair of oxen and rapiilly loosens the surfice. 

2d. The Kans grass (saccharum sj>ontaneum) is a great enemy to 
,, a<T^rioulture in Bundelkhund ; when once it appears 

iViUlS. ^ 1 1 

ill a village it spreads rapidly and cannot be weed- 
^•^1 <^ut ; its roots penetrate the soil so deeply aiul sjiread so widely. The 
is, therefore, always to throw the land where it has gained a 
^>ut of cultivation, and it then, after a time, in 8 or D years, dies of 
ibolf. Any attempt to weed it out, seems to loosen the soil about tho 
and give it fresh strength. After it has died away, the land pro- 
beautiful crops, better than before it appeared, the result probably 
of long fallow. 

-7. There are altogether 627 muhals ; namely in Khurka 28 ; in 
Tovma. Moudha 103; in Punwarco 234; in Rath loo, 

and 107 in Soomerpoor. Tho number of inhabi- 
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tod villages is 469, and of uninhabited 117 ; total 586. The difference 
between the number of muhals and of villages is caused by the division 
of some of the very large villages into several muhals, as explained more 
particularly in para. 7o. 

28. The chief towns are the capitals of he pergunnahs. Rath 
khaif is by far the richest and of the most consequence. It carries 
on considerable traffic between independent Bundelkhund, Calpee and the 
Dooab ; after Rath, Moudha is the largest town. It is an old Mahome- 
dan place, and is on the high roadr between Calpee and Banda. Soonier^ 
poor is the next largest, but of comparatively small commercial conse- 
quence. Punwaree has less trade than either of the above. 

29. Besides these pergunnah capitals there are several large towns 
and bazaars. In the Moudha pergunnah, Sissoliir, which has a bazaar 
for the trade between the Dooab and Banda and independent Bundel- 
kliund. In the Rath pergunnah, Aouta, which has a very large bazaar 
for the exchange of products between the Dooab and Bundelkhund ; the 
Dooab giving sugar, tobaoco, spices and English cloths ; receiving in ex- 
change, pan, iron, al, kharooah and other cloths — Goohand and Ateyleea, 
great grain bazaars, and Mullehta and Koocheeciwo t^jro neighbouring 
villages on the Dussan, where a large quantity of kharooah and other 
cloths are made. In the Punwaree pergunnah, Koolpuhar has a large 
bazaar for al, spices, betelnut, &c., Soongva which has a considerable 
bazaar for cloths manufactured there, Soopah Tagah, Nagarak and (roA- 
ravec are all large grain markets and the last is noted for its stone arti- 
cles. In the Soomerpoor pergunnah are, bidokaVy where a very considerable 
fair is held every autumn, and Serowree Boozoorg, which is on the Jumna 
and a considerable ferry. I think if roads were made to this ferry from 
Ghatumpoor in the Cawnpoor district, from Kora Jehanabad in the 
Futtehpoor, and from Soomerpoor, and eventually from Rath in this dis- 
trict, a very advantageous outlet for the products of Bundelkhund would 
be obtained, the advantage consists in avoiding one river, the Betwa, m 
having only one ferry to cross instead of two. Humeerpoor being most 
unfortunately situated just in the fork between the Betwa and Jumna 
rivers ; all traffic, therefore, through Humeerpoor, between the Dooab 
and Bundelkhund must cross two rivers. 

30. More than half of the uninhabited villages are in tlxe Punwa- 
ree pergunnah, and more than a quarter in Rath. They are generally 
very small and the majority of those of Punwaree are interspersed with 
foreign territory. The size of the villages varies very considerably ; those 
in Soomerpoor and Moudha are generally large ; in Punwaree, the ma- 
jority are small ; though a few are enormously large, Koolpuhar contain- 
ing above 20 square miles, while Baraore has only as many acres in its 
area. There are about forty raouzahs cut off from the rest of the 
gunnah by independent teriitory ; the Jeitpoor principality having on 
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all si(Jes of it (ietacliod villages belonging to tlie Punwaree pergunnah. 

;3l. It has been already remarked that the population is chiefly 
agricultural ; the manufactures are of but little 
Manuf-ictuios. moment consisting of some coafse cloths, parti- 

cularly tlie kharwa, and in one village, Gohraree, pergunnah Punwaree, 
the making of hookah bottoms, cups, t(jy"s, and other articles of a soft 
stone, called, I believe soap stone, gives some employment. 

132. This district and that of Banda, in short British Bundelkhund, 
was ceded to uk in 1803-4 and was managed by 
the political authorities till the end of 1805, 
wlien Mr. J. I). Erskine was appointed collec- 
tor of the wliole. He remained in charge of the district for three years, 
and male the nrst two settlements. 

;33. The first was for a single year, 180.5-0 or 1213, and for that 

year tlie limits of the district were so unsettled, 
Firbt settlement 1805-G. ^ . , j. 2 . i 

that it IS difficult to arrive at any totals, or 
characterize it ; but heavy balances accrued, partly owing to a deficiency 
of Klin in 1805, and partly to the constant incursions of Boondela chief- 
tiiins; in fact until the year 1807, the .south western pergunnahs, i e., 
Rath and Punwaree, were never entirely cleared of free-booters. 

34. The second settlement was for 3 years, tnz., from 1214 to 1210 
Fnssly. This appears to have been a pretty 
'^Tsosy i^GG.7 to rather liigh perhaps in the eastern per- 

gunnahs and low in the western ones ; but 
wlion it w.as made, the western nergunuabs were liable to irruptions from 
the Boondelas ; on this account arreu.rs accrued in those pergunnahs in 
1214, and the next year, 1215, was a very bad one, tlie rains having al- 
most entire! V failed. The year J 21 0 was favorable, and the revenue 
wiis c()lIoct<*(I Avithout balance. 


35. The third settlement was made for 3 years, viz., from 1217 to 
12*19 Fnssly, by Mr. John Wauchope, who 
Third Heuicmciit 1809-10 to succeeded Mr, Erskine, in December 1808. He 

■oil 12. . . 

raised the assessment of the western pergunnahs 
nearly 40 per cent., which he justified by saying that “ these pergunnahs 
‘ formerly had been the scene of uninterrupted devavStation or predatory 
"waifare, while latterly the cultivation hml been greatly increased.” luci- 
<^^ntally, 1 found out by the correspondence of that time, that there were 
hvo claimants for the Canoongoeship of Punwaree, through whose rivalry 
a good deal of the enhancement was in my opinion obtained. The 
juTTia of the eastern pergunnahs was not in the gross much raised, and 
‘^^'veral inequalities were corrected. With reference to the eastern per- 
gunnahs, 1 think this settlement a fair and good one. In the first year 
settlement, 1217, there was a deficiency of rain, hut the other two 
particularly 1218, were favorable. 
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36. This tlhnl settlement was contiimod with very tiilllug altera- 

tions for a secoiiil ))erio(l of three' venrs, namelv 
i<> isH- 15 , ^ ' Mr. Wauchope having l.e,,,, 

, succeeded hy Mr. Murjori banks iji Mav IcS]] 

who was follow^^d by Mr. Moore in April 1812, ami in October of tin* 
same year Mr. Scott Waiiiig tojk charge. 

37. During the six years of Mr. Waiichopo’s settlement, i. from 

1217 to 1222, the people in the eastern peru-uii- 
^"Tettleulent!’ we«c in a .flourishing condition. The cub 
tivation was increased, the seasons tolerablj' 
favorable, particularly the years 1218, 1219 and 1220. In Rath also 
though perhaps not to the same extent, the same prosperity was visible. 
The Puiiwan'-' p'M'giuinah was the only exception to this pleasing aspect 
of affairs. Here indeed lialances had yeai ly accrued. The land is ii()t 
so good as in the eastern pergiinnahs — any deficiency of rain is more 
severely felt — tlio pergunnah from the rivalry of the Canoongoes, or for 
some other cause had heen more heavily asses.sed, and many of the culti- 
vators had heen por.^iiad(‘d l)y lower rents to emigrate into neighhouriuij 
villages belonging to independent Jagheerdars. From the.-^e and other 
reasons, the perguunah had become very mueli iinpovorisbed, so much so 
that many persons in that pergunnah are reporbid to luive died of starva- 
tion during the }a;ars 1221 and 1222 Fus.sly. 

38. When Mr. Waving therefore made his settlomont the state of 

Mr. WavinK's.,l,nhmt,.«o„ P"nvvavoo wa.s poor but nil 

and .settlement, Ibi.'i-iij t<> the other pergiuinahs were rich Tfio ciilti\;i- 
tion in them had boon increased, con.sideralile 
capital had accumulated, and specula.ting (.’apitalists liad flocked into the 
district, who anxiously offered to engage as farmers or to purchase 
villages. Ujider all tliese circumstances it is not to ho wondered at, th.ii 
Mr. Waring enhanced the Government demand to a vany large, and 
experience has proved, to a ruinous extent. The gross eiihanceniont in 
the eastern pt'rgunnahs was no le.ss than 4G per cent., (exclusive of tlic 
assessmeut at that time amounting to 13,090 Rupees of .seven inaafcp 
villages re.^umod by Mr. Waring). In the westf'vn pergiinnahs even, the 
jurna w.xs enhanced 21 per cent., exclusive of the asso.ssment obtained 
from 32 n'snmed villages, amounting to Rupees 13,700. After Mr. 
Waring had made this settlement, ho remained in charge for only b'e 


yi^ars, being relieved by Mr. Litthnlale in January 1818, who was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Fordo in October of the same year. I think it unfortu- 
nate that Mr. Waring was so soon relieved, for I have no doubt he 
would have perceived the heaviness of his asse.ssment, and if he had seen 
it, wouhl have ingenuously confessed liis mistake. At that time, the 
Board of Comm i.ssioners were apprehensive that the assessment w^s too 
high ; but Mr. Waring defended it very ably, and adverted to the strung 
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,ni(i sottl(*«rteut 1<'520 21 t(» 


f.jrt. that he liad received from fanners’ offers, much higher than his pro- 
posals, for many villages. 

39. Mr. Furde in September 1819, reported that in hi.s opinion 

the district was over-fissessed, and in proof of 
M,. luides aaiumi/jti-aiion. assertion brought to the notice of tlie Board 

that at the settlement, 178 estates had^ been made over to farmers on 
account of tlie recusancy of zemindars ; but, as Mr. Forde justly obser\ e l, a 
jii!)re convincing fact was the number of sales which had taken plac-e ; ijul 
of <'^15 estates, 39 with a juma of Ruptes 77,700 had been sold by ])ubli(! 
aiicdon, and had realized only 29,780 Rupees or very little more than a 
third of oue year’s purcdiase, and tlie number of estates privately trans- 
Ihrrcd was estiniat(*d at 100. In his opinion, the revenue of the district 
could never have been collected bad it not been for the higli pi ice of 
qiriin, and he stated that the landholders generally were in a state far 
removed from affluence. 

40. Mr. Forde, was, however, six months afterwards, relieved by 

M, V:.ipy-« a,in,in;«t,uti„u entiusted witli the next 

settlement from 1228 to 1232, of the resigned 
and farmed estates. He differed in opinion 
fi(Uii Mr. Forde, the native authorities, and the Board of Commissioners, 
nil of whom thought that considerable remissh)ns were required. Mr. 
V.ilpy con.siflenni and strenuonsly supported his opinion, that not only 
u'ls no (i(‘crease requisite, but that in some eases an increase ouglit to b<i 
ilcin.inded Mr. Valjiy appears to me to have erred by supposing that 
1) pel cent, dmlueted troiu the liigliest gross rental, is .'^uflicieut ; the 
iii;t(l(‘(|iuiey of this d(3(luction is so clearly laid down in paragraphs 129 to 
1*U of the Settlement Circular, tint I will only refer to them Mr. Valj)y 
qiared no labor to ge-t the liigliest possible rental ; he encouraged coni- 
iimnicatioiis ; even from ousted putwarees, and from subordinate native 
rrveiiuo officers who were candidates for new appointments coiisecpient 
uii the creation of a new t«'*hsildaree, and who, to use Mr. Valpy’s own 
^vonis, “ were anxious to bring themselves to notice.” When bis data, were 
ell rentals thus calculated, and on the opinion that a deduction of 
‘”>ly 15 p(‘r cent, from tliese rentals was requisite, it is nut surjirising that 
ii'* should have come to the conclusion that little or no decrease ,\as re- 
<|iured. This settlement was, for the most part, merely a contiiiuatiuii of 
fix- expiring one, vvitliout increase or diminution. In many eases, the ze- 
•'muJars who, in 1223, refused were now persuaded to come forward ami 
to what they had previously objected to ; but otherwise tliere was 
little change. 1 have consequently, in the general stiitemeut, No. 
separately entered this settlement or that of 1233. ISliorfly after 
Ijio cmnpletioii of tlio settlement, Mr. VTilpy was relieved by Mr. Cljarlcs 
who remained here loss than a year, and as tliat year, 1228, was 
f^\orable oue, collected the rcveniio and gave llic sanction of lii-^ liigh 
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Mr. Valpy. 


name and character to the fairness of the assessment. 

41. After Mr, Tiioker, oame Mr. Cathcart, who remained here three 

^ . years and made the collections for 1 220, 1200 and 

Mr. Cathcart. n • v- i -i 

1231, in which years the arrears were considera- 
ble, and every*year greater than the preceding one. Mr. Cathcart was 
relieved by Mr. Valpy, who for the second time 
took charge of this district, in January 1825, and 
in the succeeding cold weather, that is in 1 <825-26, was again intrusted 
with the settlement of the resigned estate.s and lapsed farms. In some 
estates, Mr. Valpy was now forced t^ grant remissions, for he could get no 
offers ; but in by far the majority of cases the old assessment was preserved. 
He acted on the opinion expressed by him five years before; although the 
balances in 1232, (the last year of the previous settlement), when he 
himself was Collector, were very heavy, and to prove that he had exerted 
himself to the utmost, I will mention one fact. He soIicite<l a donation 
of 600 Knpees to his .serishtadar on the ground ; that during the year he 
had sent him out, no less than twenty times by dawk the s(weral per- 
gnnnahs, in order to look after the tehsihlars, and tliat ho had been the 
Sviving of much balance by his exertion.s. The decrcrcise given at this setfle- 
mont was almo.st entirely confined to tlie eastern pergnnnahs, and more 
particularly to Soomerpoor. 

42. Balances accrued every year of this settlement, th^TUgh every 

sort of means were resorted to foi the collection 

Sfveiith settlement 1825-26 revenue. It was common to .stop the snla- 

t> 18Jy-30. ^ , 

lies of the tehsildars and even of some of the 

ornlah.s and chupi>rassees of the pergunuahs. In 1829, it, was publicly 
reported that it wiis not infrequent in the previous years, for some teh- 
sildaree establishments to be in arrears for tlio long period of from s:x 
10 ten or twelve months. A large nnmlwr of shaonahs and araeens were 
ptitertuined every year— the greater part of the sudrler oralahs were deputed 
to tak»! charge of certain villages, and still the balances increased yearly. At 
last, the year 1237 proved most calamitous, p.articnlarly in the eastern 
pergnnnahs and tire balances in them, arxl in Rath, were very heavy : la 
Sjomol’poor pergunnah about 20 per cent. 

13. Meanwhile the new settlement was made of the resigned es- 
tates, which amounted to far more than half the 

Mr. Ainslie-B sernement ^ j number. At this settlement the relief 

1830-31 to l834-;jj. ^ ^ ^ rlUtri- 

given was large but it was not judiciously ui 
buU'd nor apparently on any regular system. The Collector (Mr. Cathcart) 
had very little to say upon the subject, the Commissioner (Mr. Ains le) 
giving to some villages very large present deductions, while to otbeis 
which were perhaps nearly as heavily assessed, nothing was allowed : during 
this .settlement the dreadful year of 1241 occurred. . , 

44. After this, from 1243 Fussly, Mr. Pklcock settled the resigns 
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Drought of 1241. 


estates which were very numerous no: witlistand- 
reductions given by Mr. Commissioner 
Ainsliein 1238. The great error of Mr. Pideock’s 
iottlement in my opinion was, that, alarmed at the greijt decrease imme- 
diately necessary, ho proposed an assessment which T>i‘ogressefl at too 
rapid a rate. Thus, although the present relief was, perhaps, suffiei(mt for 
the estates he settled, still the ultimate demand was too high being in a 
very slight degree (only about 3 per cent.), less than what had been found 
to be exces.sive. • 

45. The injury done to this distfict by the drought of 1241 has been 
described by Mr. Pidcock in several letters. A How 
me to quote one pas.sage. “The season of 1241 K 
" S. was one of tin paralleled distress to the people of this district and of lo-is 
“ to Government. The miseries of famine, pestilence and exile, which de- 
“ muled this district of nearly one half of its population, are too well known 
‘‘ to the world to require recapitulation here. But it is not equally well known 
“ that, in addition to all this, the avarice and corruption of the nativci 
“ iitficers of this district, were employed in frustrating the charitable inteii- 
“ tions of Government, and of hoarding for themselves W(‘alth gathered 
“ from the wretched pittances devoted by humanity to the sustenance of the 
'‘victims of hunger and disease.” Mr. Pidcock repoited that, although a 
\('iy large poi tion of the balance of 12 H was suspended by Government, 
hv far the greater part of the sum was exacted from the people and a[>- 
jiropriated by the native Government officers, several of whom were con- 
victed of embezzlement by the Sessions Judge and imprisoned in the 
Hiimeerpoor Jail. Mr. Pidcock went to England sliortly after the com- 
pletion of his settlement, and in the succeeding four or five mouths there 
wore as many Acting Collectors till April 1837, when Mr. Le^ui took charge ; 
lie, within a twelvemonth, was succeeded by Mr. Taunton, wlio found the 
‘listrict suffering from the extraordinary deficiency of rain wliicii prevailed 
throughout the N. W. Provinces in 1837. 

4(j. Although in other districts the season of 1 245 was considerably 

more disastrous than that of 1241 ; in Buiidel- 
Ivffecte of drought of 1245. , . , T l U ' u 

khund, or rather I should say in the pergunnahs 

binder report, the drought of 1245 was less felt than that of 1241, and 

tlie balances were less heavy. The year 1 246 was very favorable and 

die balances were comparatively small ; but in no year has the whole 


revenue been realised. 

47. That the pergunnahs were over-assessed was almost, if not quite, 

s an axiom ; the desideratum was to know to what 
extent, and the particulars. The poverty of the 
M..*. whole district and the utter valuelessness of landed 
property were indisputable proofs of the over -assessment. 

48. I endeavoured to trace, to some extent, the history of the specu- 
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lators vJn) came into tlie district, and tlirough \Nliose cumpttition 
and capital, the assesHinont had been raised and kept so higli, and hy 
means of whose capital the revenue had been realized. 

Kootub Ab^een Hossein Khan came from Lucknow, and bought in 
the voars 1225, 1228, 1220, and 1282, villages paying a gross revenue of 
8.000 Rupees. All these have been by degrees sold for arrears of revenue, 
and he does not now own any property in the district. 

Zynoolabdeen Khan came into the district witli the above namo(l 
Kootub Abdoen Hossein Khan «and bought villages iii different years 
paying a revenue of 7,000 Rs. ; all llhve been sold, and he has left the dis- 
trict a pauper. 

l)yaram> a banker held in farm, or in zemindaree, villages paying a 
gross revenue of 12,000 Rupees. He has now not one, and is a pauper. 

Mirza Mahomed Khan came from Allahabad, bought two villags, 
paying a revenue of 4,000 Rs., both these have been sold fur arrears, nii<l 
bought by Government for a nominal sum. 

Nonecyat Roy, a Government vakeel at Banda, has, at <liff(*rent 
tiines,- bought and taken in farm several villages, a few of which still 
l>elong to him, but he has lost the majority. 

Dewaii Mudduu Singh came from imh'pendcmt Bundelkhund, took in 
farm and in zemindaree four villages paying a revemue of 14,000 Rupees; 
ho has absconded, an<l has l(Kst :dl his pro[>(*rty. 

Mr. Bruce lost veiy large sums by his farming operations which 
were at one time extensive. 


19. Transfers and salos as a means of realizing the revenue were 
latterly rarely tried from their known uselessness, 
to show in .s«>riie re^[)cct.s the valuelessncss of land- 


ed property. I have drawn out a list* of sales effected for the last ten 
years, from which it will be observed that of 187 
Vido Appendix, B. villages brought to sale within this period, assessed 


at two lacs and thirty thousand rupees, no less than sixty*one were pur- 
chased by Government ; while the remaining seventy-six, sold to other 
persons, realized only thirty-nine thousand rupees, or about one-third of 
their jurn^ for one year. It is not unusual in other districts, I believe, 
for the purchase money to Ije between two and three years juTna> 
while here it is one-third of a single year or an eighth of what it is else- 
where. But this is not all ; for it was only about half the villages put 
up that realized even this veiy inadequate price, the remainder not even 
rising to this, were bought in by Government, or the Salo was put off 
“ Bine die' when do purcliaser came forward. In the list are entered all 


sales for arrears of revenue whether subsequently obnftnTicd or not. 

50. Out of the total number of villages amcmiltiug to 621, 1 found 
that only 139 had been preserved hy the original mto/'and were in then 
malgoo^rec possession ; that at the present time 75 belong to Oovein- 
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Of tlie.se, I have proposetl to give hack 35 to the old zemliidai-s 
(Table A.) considering that they lost their villages through over-assess- 
ment, and 29 (Table 13.) J liave given to farmers. These last are all 
small hamlets, situated (with the excei)tion of six) in the Puuwaree per- 
gunnali, and 1 have given them to peisons who will, J hf)pe, bring them 
into cultivation, and at the expiry of the lease they may father be given 
m zemiridaree to the farmers or sold for the benefit of Government : 
these are all at piesent in wretched condition. Eleven (Table C ) 
I proposed for sale ; the old propiiietors not deserving to receive 
them back without payment. WIk^ti put up to auction the amount 
I, id for 8ix (Tabl(‘ D) exceeded the old arrear and their transfer 
has been completed ; for four the amount hid did not equal the old 
ai rears, so they still belong to GoviM’imient ; their names and the 
amount bid for eacli are noted in (Tahh? M) I however, hope, 
that, afterthe lapse of some time, the whole balanm^ 

• Telee ri4harep. . , r i i* xi rp * 

Will also he realized trom tliern. Iwo’^ oi thesi* 

tour have been lot to farini'rs who.se lease.- will not expire till 1250 : so 
till tlien a lair price cannot ho expected. Onei* 
t Araz< 0 Kiiinna. f^loveii is iiMit free for the life of the maa- 

ll'idar, and will not Ik* offered for sale till his death, and the other two| 
mu.st lor the pre.sent remain kliam. It will be ob- 
^ Muwhur, Utiaeea. served that the sums offered for tho.se were in 

f*\evvcase considerably more than hall one year’s juma. 
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(Table B.) 





o 


4 


Name of Village. 

h 


a 

p 

& 

O 

a 

s 

G5 >> 

i 

fc 

o 

Ph 



< S. 

iz; 

poor. 

1 

Arazee Pundiirhee, 

28 

24 

rf f 

2 

Arazee Dulloo Kawal, 

34 

84 

=0 1 

3 

Tola, 

150 

125 

^ f 

4 

Bunjnee, 

50 

88 

^ { 

5 

Jurmoulee, 

440 

550 

6 

UkLtowra, 

680 

889 

f- 

7 

Boorhee* ... • 

167 

152 


8 

Bugraiun, 

125 

138 


9 

Buhadurpoor Nowabad, i 

45 

35 


10 

Bumhowree Khoord, . . . 

795 

590 


11 

Bumowleea, 

200 

101 


12 

Baramda Khoord, 

93 

86 


13 

Garhyeea Juggutpoor, 

420 

277 


14 

Jiigpoora Khoord, 

131 

76 


15 

Kootra, 

75 

113 

© 

16 

Kurree J udeed, 

441 

88 

2 

eS 

17 

Lullownee, 

94 

70 


18 

Lukhora, 

70 

30 

C 

<S 

19 

Maukee, 

110 

100 

20 

Mohunpoora, 

60 

68 


21 

Muhewa, 

500 

389 


22 

N uraree, 

276 

402 


23 

Pootta, 

250 

236 


24 

Raeepoor Kulan, 

234 

174 


25 

Rugowlee Buzoorg, , . . 

250 

281 


26 

Rajpoora, 

Rampoor Nowabad, ... 

72 

34 


27 

42 

45 


28 

Seengurpoor, 

150 

80 


29 

Uhrowa, 

75 

54 



Total, 

6,056 

4,829 

1 ■■ 
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(Table C.) 


Pergunnah. 


Number. 

Name of Village 

a 

Average jiima of 
past 5 years. 

B 

0 

1 . 


1 

Esowlee,... 

500 

l 473 


2 

Iturra, ... 

580 

589 

B 


3 

Mowhiir, 

1240 

1216 

o 

o 


4 

Para Oojhee, 

2700 

1952 

CO 


5 

Pudhowlee, 

545 

264 ■ 



! ^ 

Utraeea,... 

1160 

1052 

§ i ■! 


7 

Arazee Rumna, 

Maaf, 

100 

s ^ 1 

1 

< 

r 

8 

^ Pooraineea, 

130 

68 

§ 1 \ 

1 

9 

Putharee Nowabad, 

244 

176 

^ $ 1 

1 

10 

J Talee Puharee, ... 

1600 

1458 

Rath. 


11 

Bigwan, 

1000 

834 




Total, 

9699 

8182 


(Table D.) 


Number. 

1 Name of Village. 

Amount bid. 

Amount required 
or balance. 

1 1 

Itura, 

1,325 

0 

0 ! 

693 

] 

13 

3 

2 

Para Oojhee, 

3,410 

0 

0 

1,076 

1 

0 

3 

Pudhowlee, 

605 

0 

0 

431 

11 

5 

4 

Bigwan, 

1,283 

6 

0 

1,283 

6 

0 

A 

.5 

Pooraineea, 

51 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

6 

Putharee Nowabad, 

167 

I 

0 

0 

i6d j 

1 

1 1 

7 

1 


Total, ... 

6,741 

6 

0 

■ 

6 

8 
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(Table E.) 


1 ' 
£ 

Village. 

Amount 

bid. 

Amount 

• required or 

* balance. 

1 

Mowhur 

835 

0 

0 i 

1,027 

3 

0 

2 

i 

Utiaeea, 

701 

0 

0 

2,080 

6 

6 

S 1 

I 

Esowlee, 

50 

0 

0 

630 

5 

0 

1 

4 ! 

Talee Puharee, I 

500 

0 

0 

849 

6 

6 


Total, 

2,086 

«i 

0 

4,587 

1 

5 

0 


51. It seems desirable that I should enter into some explanation 

to account for the realization of revenue under 
Tlie exifltini; asBessment Messrs. Waring and Valpy’s settlements, so much 
in excess of that I have proposed. It will be 
soon that the highest sum allotted under theii settlement was Rupees 
9 , 70 , 883 , while the assessment T propose is but 6,71,833, a decrease of 31 
per cent., exclusive of which my settlement includes a revenue of Rupees 
87,4!34< derived from resumed villages, so that the real deduction from the 
sum once collected is no less than Rupees 3,12,491 and this on a juma 
f)f less than ten lacks. 

52. From what has preceded, it is apparent that men of capital, 
who have been induced to become proprietors or rentens of many of the 
estates, liave been totally ruined, and it must be admitted that from their 
capital, the taxation pro tanto has been derived ; in the same way it 
may fairly be assumed, that villages have not been abandoned or come 
into possession of the Government, till the means of the proprietors were 
absolutely exhausted, or till it was found, that subsistence was not pro- 
curable from their labour, and we may generally conclude that the mal- 
goozars who maintained possession of their inheritance have done so at 
hie sacrifice of all their resources. I therefore do not consider that the 
amount realized was the result of fair taxation, or represented the share 
of the produce of the soil that is appropriated to the state as a just land 
revenue : in my opinion, the reduction I have made can never be consi- 

as the relinquishment of what could have been demanded by a fair 
settlement. There are, however, several reasons why the amount, which 
^ight formerly have been fairly levied, could no longer he so with equal 
i^stice; the famines of 1829, 1833 and 1837 are too universally known 
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to require any detail, and their effects on cultivation by the terrible destruc- 
tion of the laboring classes and agricultural cattle need not be mentioned, 
but, except to those who look narrowly into the subject, it is not so 
apparent with how much difficulty cultivation is restored, where it has 
greatly diminished. * 1 find also in the abolition of the Keitah canton- 
ment, another strong ground for the assumption that the countiy could 
not now bear an equal weight of taxation, with that it could formerly 
have supported. In a district for the most part with an' agricultural 
population, it is of the first irnporlyince to have within itself a great mar- 
ket of consumption for its surplus produce, and especially this is apparent, 
when the means and difficulty of transport are considered. Since Mr. 
Waring*s time also, independent Bundelkhund has been greatly quieted 
and its cultivation increased, and the same result has obtained in Saugor 
and the Nerbudda territories, so that these countries formerly partially 
supplied from this district liave been exporters instead of importers and 
the most important resources of the cultivators of the district greatly 
diminished. Cotton also which forms a large proportion of its exportable 
produce has greatly fallen in value. The present returns exhibit a culti- 
vation of above 26 per cent., of the total khureef, and it is probable at 
time of Mr. Valpy’s settlement it greatly exceeded this, as the price was 
then nearly double that now prevailing ; with a great proximate market 
at Calpee, now, through the abolition of the Government commercial 
residency, comparatively speaking, insignificant. It would not be extra- 
vagant, to argue that at the period alluded to, cotton alone provided the 
whole of the Khureef kists. 

53. I am also inclined to think that diminished productiveness of 
the soil from want of manure, which in this district is larely given to 
other cultivation than sugar-cane and garden products, is not without its 
influence. It is true, this remark is of very general application through- 
out the country, but I am, I think, justified in assuming that it is 
especially accurate as regards this district. 

54. I am disposed to give more weight to this remark, than it may 
generally receive. It is certainly but conjectural and not easily suscepti' 
ble of demonstration, but, I assume as data for this opinion, that the 
area now under cultivation in the N W. Provinces greatly exceeds that 
existing forty years ago ; that prices generally are not veiy dissimilar ; 
lastly, that the population has not greatly increased. If I am correct in 
these premises, no other conclusion can be drawn from them than the 
one I 'advance, and it seems to me, we may justly infer a diminished 
relative production and exhausted power of the soil, and consequently a 


reduced basis for an equitable laud tax. 

55. I will now detail the steps I took to arrive at my proposed 
jumas. The Senior Member of the Board on 
^840-41. in communication with the 
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Revenue Authorities and others, conversant with the soils of the district, 
proposed at Humeerpoor, as genaral rent rates the following ; 


Tnree or 
Kuchar, 

Mar. 

Kabur. 

Pitrwa. • 

Makur. 

Bs. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

Es. As. P. ' 

Es. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

4 10 6 

4 10 6 

3 7* 9 

2 5 2 

1 8 7 


Classification of the villages. 


56. When I was intrusted with the settlement, I had not sufficient 
practical knowledge of the district, to enable me 
to classify the villages satisfactorily to myself ; 
for there were no marked features to follow out. It is very true, that 
the soils of the villages on the Du.ssan are particularly poor, being sandy, 
and running inco ravines ; wliile on the contrary, tliose of the villages in 
the Soomerpoor pergunnah, on the Betwa, are rich ; being low, with a 
considerable river deposit; but the difference was not so definitely 
maikod as to enable me to draw specific lines between each class, and 
the only previous attempt at classification wh’ch had been made, was 
calling on the Tehsildars to propo.se one. This classification was most 
inaccurate ; being formed rather on the relative profitableness of the 
villages, than on the relative goodness of their soils ; I therefore discarded 
it. for an inaccurate classification is worse than useless. 

57. I took the above rent rates as a basis for all the villages, only 
altering, in communication with Mr. Bird, to a 
trifling extent, the rates on two of tlie soils 

which were then made. 


Calculations and rates. 


Kuchar or 
Turce. 

Mar. 

Kiihnr. 

Piirwa. 

Ralcur. 

Ks. As. P. 

Is. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

1 

4 10 6 

4 0 9 

3 7 6 

2 5 0 

1 7 2 


58, From these rent rates I subtracted one-third to form my 
^Gvenue rates, and this was my first basis. A second was formed by 
putting Ks. ] -12-0 on every acre of Malgoozaree cultivation in the 
tillage, and 4 annas on the culturable land. A third was formed by 
putting Es. 1-12.0 on every acre of land absolutely under cultivation; 
annas on every acre of land which had been thrown out within the 
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last two years ; 6 annas on land thrown out of cultivation more than two 
years, but less tliau 10 years ; and 2 annas on all other culturable land. 
The rates in these cases were assumed after considerable investigation 
and tliought, anj were applied to every village ; but they were found to 
be too high, in ?i very large number of cases. 

59. Besides the above uniform calculations, I luwi special ones for 
each village — first the particular village rates per beegah W’ere applied to 
the number of beegnhs given in the measurement papers, and from the 
rental thus obtained, 1 deducted*4() per cent. This calculation would 
have been more valuable than it is, bad it been possible in all cases to 
determine the proportionate size of the village and Government beegah, 
but that I was unable to do accurately, for there was no standard in the 
village except the Government one ; certain fields were said to contain a 
specific number of beegahs without reference to any positive measure- 
ment ; for the relative size of the beegah would often differ in the same 
\dilage, according to the goodness of the soil. I took pains with this 
jurnabundee, which is my fourth, and made it as accurate as I could. 
As another guide I reduced, when procurable, the average Nikassee 
jumabundees (not the collections) SO per cent ; this was my fifth cal- 
culation. The sixth was the highest Nikassee reduced 40 per cent., and 
lastly I had the estimate or doul of the Telisildar. These seven 
amounts are written below the remarks^ in each village in the No. II. 
statements, and will, I think, as.sist in determining the propriety of my 
proposed assessment. 

60. The.se rentals were only guardedly used ; they were standards 
for comparison ; cau.ses for examining more particularly into the history 
of each village, wliere the present assessment varied much from what my 
theories led me to imagine was a fair sum. I also for each village drew 
out a settlement shewing for the la.st eleven years i. e., for the last two 
settlements, Mr. Ainslie’s from 1238 to 1242, and Mr. Pidcock’s from 
1243 to 1248, the as.sessment of each year and the balances at the end 
of the Fussly year in September; for I tliink in general it may be a.ssum- 
ed that sums collected after September are collected by duress from 
Cdpital not from the village assets. Tho average collections for each 
pergunnali agree curiously with my proposed assessments of which I Imd 
no idea until I ha<l completed the settlements. A statement showing 
the jumas and collections of each pergunnab for each year is annexe 
(Vide Appendix C.) 

61. The H.scal history of the village was always a matter ot 
first consequence' when fixing the juma, and personal 
zemindars and others besides the Omlah, were extensively made. « ^ 
is one particular to be mentioned— that the calculations were 

used by me in determining the amount of relief necessary, than a 
the increase demandable. The utmost moderation was enjoined, an 
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revenue history of the district declared very distinctly the danger of in- 
creasing the demand, and the caution necessary in proposing any enhance- 
ment. My proposed juma is, therefore, very materially under the amount 
given by the rates calculated upon the totals of pergujinahs, as shown 
below, for wherever I proposed an increase, and often when I did not 
propose a decrease, the proposed assessment is considerably less than 
what my calculations would warrant. The casual variations in pergim- 
nah Punwaree are also great, caused by the intersection of the boundary 
by foreign territories ; some of the villages are so entirely surrounded by 
foreign territones, and are consequently so completely under the in- 
fluence of their Princes, that no one but one, of their friends, can afford 
to take them, and even then the cultivation is uncertain. 


Pergunnah. 

J uraa assumed by deduced 
Revenue rates. 

Rent assumed by putting 
1-12 per acre on cuitiva- 
^ion, 4 ans. per acre, on 
culturable. 

Rent assumed by putting 
1-12 peracre on cultiva- 
tion on 12 ans. on parties 
of 1 & 2 years 6 ans. do. 

? to 10 years, 2 ans. on old 
waste. 

Average collections up to 
September for the last 

1 1 years. 

Proposed Juma. 

Khurka, 

! 3225o! 

31490 

1 

31786 

27841 

27702 

Woudha, 

1704.851 

1537101 

153644 

124220 

137969 

Punwaree, 

237507 

2371581 

236970 

I838!)8 

183350 

Rath, 

202713 

198710 

201533 

]8mi 

182464 

Soomerpoor, 

152902 

140362 

141880 

138916 

1 

140318 

Total, ... 

795857| 

761430 

* 

765813 

659616 

671833 


62. The result of my proposed juma is an ultimate decrease of Rs. 
y 129,478 from the former highest or ultifnateju- 

^ncial result of the settle- 1^09,453 from the average of the 

last five years, which, be it remembered, are the 3rd 
5th, 6th and 7th years of Mr. Pidcock's settlement. The demand is 
more decreased for the first few yeai’s as my proposed juma is slight- 
y progressive. 
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Pergunnah. 

Highest or ultimate 
juma of the present 
settlement. 

Average juma of the 
past 5 years. 

Proposed juma. 

Decrease between co- 
lumns 2 and 4. 

Decrease between co- 
lumns 3 ind 4. 

1 

2 

* 

3 j 

.. 

% 

5 

1 


Khurka, ... 

34705 

33915 

27702 

7003 

6213 

Moudha, ... 

151538 

147201 

137969 

13569 

9232 

Punwaree, 

214962 

211369 

183350 

31612 

28019 

Rath, 

233177 

225132 

182464 

50713 

42668 

Soomerpoor, 

166929 

163669 

1-10348 

26581 

23321 

Total, ... 

801311 j 

781286 

671833 

129478 

109453 


63. The decrease from the average of the past five years, as it will 
be each year, is shewn in the accompanying statement. I am in general 
opposed to a progressive assessment, but it will be observed that this one 
is on a very gradual scale and to a very limited extent 


Pergunnah. 1842-43. 1843*44. 1 1844-45. j 1845-46. 1846-47. 1847-48. 1848-49. 1849-50. 1860-51. j 1851-52. 1852-53. 1863-54. 1 1854-55. 
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STATEMENT SHEWING the number of villages of each sort in each 




1 


Past Sottlement. 

□ 

? 

ClflUM of Villages, 

Pergnnnah. 

Number of*Villagea. 

1214 to 1216. 

<N 

1-4 

s 

t". 

II. 

CO 

<N 

r-4 

s 

CO 

III. 

% 

<>« 

5 

00 

CO 

04 

IV. 1 

! < 1243 to 1255. 

i 

0 

ti 

a 

1 

(D 

> 


Klmrka, . . . 

2.*: 

1 

1 

255171 

29779 

38430 

i 

31705 

30505 

30275 


Moudha, . . 

52 

741971 

71295 

103780 

79322 

81347 

79912 

Villages in which relief has 

Punwaree, ... 

140 

91367 124001 

1 

157042 152830 

172612 

170529 

been granted. 

Rath, 

115139031 184202 

1 1 ' 

225188 194981 

192478 

186303 


S<>omcrpoor, 

I 86 1186511127392 

( 1 

199629|l38589j 

132149 

130259 


Total, ... 

416U48763'536G66 724069j597427j 

609091 

597278 


Khurka, . . 

l| 

618 

TOO, 

500 

500| 

1 500 

500 

Villages in which no relief 
Las been given to the 

Moiidha, . . 

24 

33858 

324391 

1 47280 

33785 

83717 

33682 

Punwaree, , . 

1 

39 

9291 

1 1 

14185 

16803 

16703 

20337 

20179 

people but the Govt, de- 
mand haa been decreased 

Rath 

16 

18316 

22566 

26028 

1 

21853 

21273 

20580 

on account of an increase 
in the Police charges. 

Soomerpoor, 

14 

22850 

25925 

C8375 

21981 

21480 

20770 


Total. .. 

94 

84933 

9 >8l5|l28086 

948221 97307 

95711 


Khurka, .. 

4 

3375 

3834 

i 5000 

j 3900 

: 3700 

8140 


Moudha, . . 

21 

30648 

33638 

53823 

38600 

35740 

32873 

Villages in which an in- 
crease has been demanded. 

Punwaree, .. 

51 

6249 

1 

10802 

14287 

14032 

i 20048 

18091 

Rath, 

21 

14310 

i] 18053 

j 24325 

' 17675 

; 19369 

18192 


Soomerpoor, 

7 

14882 15580 

1 

1 24150 

13650 

1 13300 

12610 


Total, . . 

104 

69964 

j 81907 

jl21586 

87857 

92167 

85541 


Khurka, . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

' 0 

0 


Moudha, .. 

2 

1238 

1130 

1245 

734 

734 

734 

Villages in which no altera- 
tion has been made in the 

Punwaree, 

3 

525 

1276 

i 1965 

1965 

1 1965 

1965 

Rath, 

1 

0 

1 0 

1 0 


I 57 

67 

juma. 

Soomerpoor, 

C 

(] 

1 c 

) c 

\ ^ 

1 

0 

’Trr.G 


Total, 

6 

176S 

i 2406 

^ 8216 

»| 2C99j 2750 
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p(,rguiuiali, and the rates of assessment in each class in each pergunnah. 


Totiil Deduct ^ . 1 „ 

area. Minhaee. Malgoozaree. Kates of the new juma. 


^ I ^ 

I § 

^ I '2 


•t: d 



Remarks. 


Ra. A».P. Ra. As.P, 


23850; 34820 
69l54j 62778 
337455|i84052 

141423^153477 

I 

107030 116503 
478912,558637 
•182| 1157| 
32039j 37850 
19364' 3054 r 

00120 23351 

I 

20306j 21370 
92311:114278 
3370j 4663 
30042! 38456 
245G6| 550 U 
-08(j4j 26514 
l^iorj 16077 
'9794ejHG781’ 
ol 0 
734| 1Hi 
1065 2092 
57 34 

0 0 

-750 j 3267 


73 

12817 

3734' 

420 

14697 12108 

549! 

1 

50028 

29780 

j 

766* 

33237|l9237j 

m \ 

18713 23110] 

2228 129492^87969! 

0 

025, 


218! 

j 

5171' 

! 

5881' 

104* 

{ 

9011 

2901 ! 

54' 

1 

5452 

1037 

1 

91‘ 

2907 

2741 

467 

23526jl3306 


35 1889 178j 355i 2206j 0 11 7 1 3 8' 

281 5870 5555i 418l{ 22569 o 15 0 1 1 10 

151 18570 801oj 4693 23617 0 7 2 0 10 10 

36 5693 2451 2642! 15722 0 12 7 1 0 0 

34 2302 2425I irosj OSlsj 0 13 1 0 15 3 

537| 34324 18610| 13669] 73632 0 0 H ~1 0 

Oj 0 0 o| OOOOOOO 

16 341 186 ssj 563 0 10 4 0 15 0 

4 609 104 1791 1190 0 15 0 1 5 3 

0 3 0 2! 29 1 10 10 1 13 5 

j «! 0 0 0 « p 0 0, 

20 ..8431 290 216) 1788 0 13 »| 1 3 3 


I o 

Rs. As. P. 
1 10 10 
1 12 10 
1 9 2 

1 13 2 

2 0 7 
1 12 4l 

1 1 2 | 

I 

1 6 8i 
1 2 6 
1 6 0 
1 10 10 
16 3 
18 5- 
1 9 7 
1 0 8 
1 5 11 
1 6 0 
1 5 3,1 
0 0 0 
1 4 10 
1 10 4 
1 15 6 
0 0 0 
1 8 8 


time come under Set- 
tlement. 
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Comparative Statement of Rates of Assessment in the North Western 

Provinces. 


2illah. 


, 80 

1-3 a 


§ 

.2 


s ^ 
I a 


I 


Sc» 

<8 


-a 

3 


1 

s 

3 

fl 

3 

o 


i 

= 1^ s f 


ji ?l 

S5 


“I* 

'a| 


Hates of new 
juma in column 
IV per acre. 


•i* I 

I 

« 


3 

s 

o 


r 

*43 

3 


10 


Hurreeanah, . . 

1 

2591 

698U: 

380200 

238231 

1 

92' 21 

Ra 

1 

'T 

3 0 4 

f>. Ib 

0 

!ai 

p 

3 8 

Dehli, 

5G9 

i 17460f 

363375 

155426 

1 2731' M 

2 

5i 

1 ^ 

7 


4 2 


1 3 

Rohtuk, 

1320 

474465 

628316 

22760C 

1721 2-1 

2,1 

2 

2j 0 

12 


4 


> 2 

Goorgaon, . . . 

1813 

64735.3 

1014248 

105587 

326340 

18( 

20 

3 



] 

0 


2 1 

9* 0 

Seharunpoor, .. 

1592 

600817 

541201 

34C 

M 

1|1 

i ? 

1 

2 


) 1 

10 6 

Moozufferauggur, 

1081 

392377 

672740 

0 

c 

00 

0 

1 

0 ( 

1 

3 


1 

11 

1 

6 

Meerut 

27re 

1034016 

2185614 

871071 

1 314 

12 

2 


1 

5 

1 

7 


2 

1 

9 

Boolundshuhr, . 

1I6O2 

592630 

1 951682 

429177 

! 26fi 

1-4 

2 

J 

e 

1 

1 

0 


1 

S 

3 

Allygurh, , 

1749 

900562 

196,448 

6 

7324941 4^0 

1-2 

2 

1( 

) J 

1! 

13 


) 2 

c 

1 

8 

Eijnore, 

1647 

459409 

1122375. 

486132 

295 

0-9 

2 


m 

1 

9 


2 

7 

1 

Moradabad, 

0 

0 

' 1053689| 

667385 

0 

0 

1 


5 


0 


)! 0 

0 

0 

Budaon, 

.2266 

752103 

n03064j 

218649 

96 

3-4 


( 

> c 

1 

0 

16 

2' 1 

7 

6 

Pihbheet, . 

1121 

232810 

418782 

116282 

104 

2-0 

0! 


7 

1 ^ 

13, 

5 

1 

12 

9 

Bareilly, 

1744 

639579 

1263454 

332423 

191 

M 

312,10 

; 1 

5| 

9 1 

15 

7 

^Bahjehanpoor, 

2046 

651549 

1027075 

225000 

110 

21 

4' 

9 

0 

0] 

4,10 

,1 

9 

3 

Muttra, 

1866 

680091 

1582935; 

528395 

387 

12 

2 1511 

11 

1 

7 

115 

2 


1462 

646818 

1392972i 

423208 

290 

1*5' 

3 

4 

8 

11 

5 

7 

2I 2' 

5 

FiUTuckabad, 

1949 

614253 

1459237 

! 

628993 

323 

1 

1 0 

2 

6 

1 

1 

o'lo 

2! 

6 

0 

Mynpoory, 

2001 

613422 

1372382 


342898 

( 

181 

171 

3*12 

6 

11 

1 

1 

9 

2 

4 

0 

Etawah, 

1674 

477901 

1310938 

i 

246883! 

147 

2-0| 

5' 

5 

0 

2 

in 

2 

11 

10 

Cawnpoor, . I 

2340 

782276 

2I8I540; 

466818j 

199j 

17! 

4 12, 

10 

2 

4' 

1 

2'l2 

7 

Euttehpoor, 

1548 

506905 

1418933 


413227 

267| 

1-2 

3 

6 

11 

2* 

4 

0 

2] 

1 

12 

9 

Humeerpoor, Proper, 

1280 

412208 

671833 


153894 

120j 

27 

4 


11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

S 

1 

CalpeePergunnahe,! 

952! 

298951 

608784 


135000! 

142, 

22 


i 

71 

10 

1 < 

9' 

0 

2 

ol 

0 

Allahabad,. [2797 

^oruckpoor, . . .. i7125 

997508 

2156501 


957017 

271 

1-3 

213 

1 

7 

11: 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2' 

6 

1927234 

2083546 

12896931 

181 

1'5 

1 

9 

10 

on 

0 

3 

1 

l| 

3 

izimgurh, , 12464 

773616 

1617883 

1005000 

408 

08 

I 

li 

8 

2 

1 - 

7 

1 

11 

5 

4 

'ounpoor, . ] 

^lizapoor, ... 

1422 

568295 

1129215 


661159 

465* 

0 81 

i!ii 

4 

1 1; 

3 

7 

2! 

0 

0 

1847 

741268 

490656 


585685,' 

121 

isl 

1 

S 

1 

0 I 



olio 

7 

. . Ut8 

'•V. 

629411 

979307 


693873! 

489 

0-9| 

16 

7 

1 

11 i 

511 

1 


,0 

^'^zeepoor, .. . . j 

0 


1291492 

1077787 

0 

0* j 

> • 


2 

0 ( 

) 

0 

0 

0 

0 



1 

1 


1 


IL 
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1 

1 

■Un 
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61*. Some progression was necos.^ary wlien villages had completely 

fallen out of cultivation. An increase has been demanded from ]04. 

villages, including 13 previously resumed, but which have now for the first 

time come under settlement ; the amount of the increa.se is rupees 12,408 

and thus pro ianto the amount of relief or gross decrease is increased 

making the amount 1,21,766 rupees. In six villages is the amount 

preser^’ed without increase or decrease, leaving 416 villiiges to which relief 

has been given. In ninety-four of these cases, it is nominal not real ; 

for the decrease is merely caused by the increased police charges, so that 

the peo]de pay what they did, but the Government receives less. 

. * X * 65. I annex a Statement exhibitiruir the 

Annexes a statement show- _ ^ “o 

ing the num her of villages number of villages of each sort in each porgun- 
of each SOI t. rates of assessment in each class and 

'in each pergunnah. 

66. The annexed table shows tlie alterations caused by the nuw 
settlement in the asses.^meiit, and rates of each ])erguiinah. 

I tmst the decrease, large as it certainly is, will not be deemed 
extravagant. Though perfectly alive to tb(3 evils of over-assessment, 
(independently of its absolute injustice) \\bich cannot he over-rated ; and 
which clearly establish, that in lineal impositions and do not 
always make/ouc; I feel too strongly my duty to Government, and to 
the other payers of land tax, to desire ^to disproportionally lessen a bur- 
then that falls but equally, when the instructions of Government am 
strictly carried out; and in these opinions, 1 liave faithfully framed my 
settlement. At the same time, I admit that I think (‘xtreme facility of 
subsistence with little exertion, is not desirable for sociotv. Necessity, 
and necessity alone, can stimtilate mankind to progressive advance in any 
pursuit, or overcome the iudolencc inseparable from imperfect civiliza- 
tion ; and in this country, wliere improvements in agriculture arc so 
desirable, and so necessary, I consider the golden mean to he that which 
renders exertion imperative, with a surely successful lavsult to those who 
put their shoulders to the wheel. This would alone bo no justilicatlon of 
unnecessary taxation ; but it is satisfactory to reflect that, under the 
Indian Government, it is not carried beyond the line, which coq- 
ciliates the inteiest of the state, with the improvement of the condition 
and character of the people. 

67. The annexed St itcment will sliow at one view the relative 
heaviness of the assessment proposed- by me, with reference to other 
zillahs. 

It will be observed that, according to the aworage rates per acre, the 
assessment of Humeerpoor is light ; but according to the amount each 
person is taxed, the proposed assessment is, relatively, very heavy; 
zillahs which equal or exceed Humeerpooi-, being only four, viz., Cawn- 
poor, Etawah, Shahjehanpoor, and Budaon. 1 have every reason to 
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^eliuve that the population in the two first named zillahs is under-rated, 
and assuredly, the density of the population in Cawnpoor is not less 
than in the adjoining districts of Futtohpoor and Furruckabad. A good 
(.(.nsns of the different districts is still <a desideratum, 

08. 'file quantity of resumed Maafoe, exclusive of t^liirteen muhals, 
which now for the first lime came under settle- 
]iPB,iraed Maafee. ment, was very small, amounting in the aggre- 

• pmjiinnah. Aci'e*^ gate oiilv to 7048 * acrc.s ; a large portion of 

Nnudha. 18 (J 0 this belonged to the zemindars, and was there- 

Pimwaree, 2,^41 riominallv Maaf, as they paid their 

SooniLTpoor, . 805 revenue out of the profits of the Maafee, and 

Total 7048 proved not to he in the possession of 

tlie Maafeedar-s. I'he remainder I settled at 
very light rates with the Maafeedars, giving them pottahs for the same, 
which detailed the number of their fields in tlie khusrah and all particu- 
lars Tliere are five village's now remaining rent-free in these pergun- 
nahs. of which four will lapse on tlie death of the present holders. Mr. 
Waring, in the years bSlo and 1810, resinned 89, which now pay a 
juma of ru])ees 18,884. In 1880, Mr. Pidcock resumed 64, paying 
31,710 : since tlu'n, 18 have been resumed, and tliey are to pay rupees 
5,718, and fur the four which will lapse, as above stated, 1 have proposed 
Rupees 8 1 4. 

69. Idle revision of tlie village police has also tended to diminish 
the net reva nue ; for the numbers employed 
and their remumTation vere each inadequately 
provided. I have bestowed much pains in fixing their number, as al.so 
their location, with reference to wliere tlieir services were more or loss 
necessary for the protection of the peojde. They are now entirely paid 
in money, in pretbrenee to the usage formerly existing of partial pa\- 
ments in land. Tire ovW of which was conclusively exemplified in the 
ffimine jmars, when mariv of the chowkoedars emigrated at the tim(3 when 
tlicir assistance w'as most called for, as destitution naturally led to the 


increase of crime to a fcartul extent. 

This furthin' charge, as it appeared to me, could not he made an 
additional burthen on the people, and thus it frequently happens that 
the not revenue is less than previously, though the amount levied from 
die zemindars is undiminished. In fact, the first point in my settlement 
to establish the gross tax the zemindar should pay, and from this 
the police expenses fixed by me in conjunction with the Magistrate, weie 
deducted, the remainder forming the Government juma. 
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In Ae margitt,* the village police expenses of each pergunnah, and 


• Pergunnah. 

Pay. 

Percentttgi 




KhurVft, 

1128 

407 

Moudha, 

6588 

1 477 

Punwaree, 

12396 

616 

Rath, 

1 9672 1 

629 

Soomerpoor, 

6294 ! 

4-48 

Total,... ! 

1 

86078 

6-37 


70. In the tenures, there are 


their percentage on the juma, 
i^re detailed. In Punwaree, par- 
ticularly, the police charges are 
very heavy, but I have already 
remarked that the villages of this 
pergunnah are much dispersed, 
and widely separated from each 
other and their thanahs, and 
this rendered a numerous police 
indispensable. 

very remarkable peculiarities. The 


Tenures baach in the bhyachara ones was formed in 

different ways — on the cultivated area : on the 
total area : on the Malgoozaree area : and on the fractional share. The 


•first plan was, perhaps, the most common, and in this case the right of a 
new and periodical baach was theoretically allowed, but very seldom 
practised, and disputes were not iiiifrequently the consequence. For the 


future the amount to be paid by each sharer is fixed for the whole period 
of settlement. 


71. There are no large talooqdare or rich zemindars in the district 
o . . , . , the principal are Nana and Bhao, sons of Kishna 

' riindit. They own five or six villages in the 
pergunnah of Punwaree, and are tolerably well off. They reside at 
Kasheepoor and are indebted for their prosperous circumstances to their 
father having received five villages on a mokurruree assessment. He died 
five years ago, leaving a good deal of property. The sons will, I trust, 
reap such profits from their zemindaree possessions as will maintain 
them in their present circumstances. 

Gunesh Singh of Bussela has seven or eight villages ; he was in 
reduced circumstances ; but I hope the remissions I have proposed will 
be sufficient to enable him to lay out money in the improvement of his 
estates. 


Maheeput Singh of Mulehta is a good and enterprising zemindar ; 
he has in Rath seven or eight villages, chiefly near the Dussan. 

Thakoorpershad of Koolpuhar is also an energetic zemindar ; he is 
the only man in the district that breeds cattle to any large extent. 

72. There are no other resident zemindars, worthy of notice. 
Maheeput Singh at Soongra, pergunnah Punwaree, is a man of a veiy 
good family ; but he only owns that village, and appears to me to be 
above attending to his zemindaree. 

Of the non-tesident zemindars the principal are the Nawab of 
Banda, who is proprietor of some villages in Moudha and in Rath; and 



REPORT ON THE D16TRI0T OF HUMEERPOOH. 


811 


Noucej^at Ray, the Government Vakeel at Banda, who liolds several 
estates in different parts of the district ; but he is not a good zemindar. 

73. In preparing the records, in settling all disputes, and in fixing 

the amount of revenue to be paid by each per- 
Holdin^fl and liabilities. ^ ^ spared no labour. ^JL'he Khuteonees 

of Bhyachara villages have been made over and over again, in some in- 
stances, five or six times. Whenever an error was suspected or a com- 
plaint made, a rigid investigation was instituted. Numerous errors crept 
into the first Kliuteonees, through tl^e ignorance of the people and the 
carelessness of the Putwarees and native officers. 

74. All disputed rights or judicial investigations were submitted to 
tlie Deputy Collector, his decision passed, and subsequently I went 
through all cases submitted in the following manner. In every pergunnah, 
whilst encampad therein, the inhabitants of each village were warned 
to attend on a certain day at my camp, and on that day all cases con- 
nected with that village wore taken up seriatim. All petitions regarding 
proprietary rights, which had at any time been presented, were then gone 
into and disposed of in ])resence of all the brotherhood. The discrepancy 
i)f the claims urged in the petitions given at Humeerpoor, and those 
which were advanced when all interested were present, was most remark- 
able ; for no absurd preten.sions could be made when immediate expo- 
sare was certain ; a few questions in open Court clearly explained long 
and intricate complaints ; any ^ro.ss departure from the truth was in - 
siantly interrupted by peisons perfectly cognizant of the whole question, 
:ind when, after a full viva voce investigation, a Punchayet was deemed 
advisable or necessary, I never found difficulty in persuading the parties 
at once to name arbitrators. At tliis meeting, all matters decided before 
the Deputy Collector and old petitions were' investigated ; and the people 
''ere encouraged to bring forward, at once, any thing they had to com- 
plain of or any imagined claim. After this I unwillingly libtened to any 
pretension, without good cause being shewn why the party had not pre- 
viously advanced it. 

75. With regard to the apportionment of thejuma, I found some 

enormous villages with well defined and long 
fnititionof Muhala. recognized sub-divisions. In several of these ca- 

•'es, I treated each of these largoi divisions as a distinct muhal, and gave it 
‘'separate numl er in the Tow'zee, 1 he people were pleased, and the 
trouble of collection will be less ; for in case of arrears there will be a 
greater competition for the moderate sized mehal, and the strong clau- 
feling will be loosened. This bas, however, only been done where the 
villages were very large, and then I always fixed the assessment myselt ; 

the thoke had been made a separate mehal : I sometimes, also, appor- 
tioned the juma on the difierent thokes, where they were not made 
'"oparate mehals. but onlv when the people could not agree among t.hem 

Vol. II. lOo 
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selves aiiJ left it (o mo. Tlio old interior apportionment of ilie jiiina J 
(>ften found vc'Ty uiiecjual. 

70. The juniabnndees have been drawn out with <^reat care, jokI 
after the form given in the Sudder Board’s prinU?d Circular on n‘C()r(|s 
/ The disputes about them were very rare, c«iiiso({ 

l)y the tlihnicss of the poptilati(,ii, 
wliich forces the zemindar to rent out his land 

at light rates. 

77. 1 have, since t])o completion of the settlement looked ij»to tlic.se 

rent rolls, the taking ami approval of which were primarily and inoro 
particularly entru.sted to l)(‘]Hity (Collector Sheikh Wuheed-ooz-zmiian, 
who carefully examined every one l>efore approving of it. A faulty rent- 
roll cannot he corrected afterwards without consiilerable dithculty, and the 
preparation must not he left without su|xrrvisioii to the parties most in- 
terested, (namely the pro[)rietors ami ryot.s), on the supposition that tiny 
will check all impioper rates, J4teering betweem those which arc too liigh 
and those which are too low, for igm)rance of thi^ proprietor, partioulaiiy 
when an ah.soritee, and collusion on tlie part of a ryot will sometimes, 
unless watched, cause an incorrect rent-roll to be recorded. At the samo 
time I only watched arnl su[^>orvised the rent-rolls, wljcn f suspected ii:- 
coiTcctness, iavestigate^l and expo.stulahal, Imt did not autlnnitatively 
interfere. In one or twociises, wlieii the amount after irj(|uiry and expostu- 
lation remaineil incorrect, I pa.ssed the=’ rent-roll on the condition that 
whenever the village sliould he transhuTed to anotlcer, tluj rent-roll should, 
on application by ilio transfiTree, he open to revision before tli(‘ Collector; 
who will act exactly as if tlio rent-roll was then constructing for the tirst 


time. 

7(S. Jn(;a.ses whenj themonzali was of pundy Bhyachara tenure, all 
.Hc(U' laud was left out of tin; rent-roll. shar- 

■ (m \ (juota. of the juina ami expense's were accu- 

rat(dy detailed, hut when sharers alone were the cultivators, there cxi.sted 
no motive fur ju^signing a pai ticidar rental to the different fields, nor, .so 
long as tin; proprietors rcmaiti unchanged, ca»i tin? ncce.ssity nri.se; for the 
thokes where, hinds are rented to parties not (?u-sh;irors, the; rent of their 
fields was detined, hut not othorwi.se. On any trnn.sfer of the villager, the 
(Jollc'ctor can then atlix the proper rental ; ho will he fr(?e from the im- 
pediment of a recorded latc ; and in the conflicting intercuts of {uoprietor 
and cultivator, not identical, ho will have the best chance of being righily 
informed of any casual circnm.'^tances which may influeiico the rental ot 
particular fields. 

70. h’rom somewhat similar reasons, no rent rates have been rccoi- 
dod or thought of, for land not now under cultivation; whether they 
have of late years been al)amloiie<l or liav'o never been redeomtd. H'*' 
rate that may have been demanded in the former case was inauifc-^tly 
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nnniilloil by the cultivation b(‘ing relinquisluvl and I have naturally as- 
that tho proprietor has full right to any terms he can make, with- 
out being fettered in his erideavours to improve his (‘state, by any fanciful 
,;,((S recorded at th(i time of settlement. 

80. The Putwarees’ establishment w;i8 revised carefully by Sheikh 

Wuheed-ooz-zuman, Deputy Collector, and com- 
])lelo lists of them drawn out. The h‘ast possi- 
l,]o inhu’ferenco exercised either as to di.sniissal, appointment or remuiu?- 
jjilioii, or anything else; care was t«,ken tliat the Putwaree should 
ruddo in the village ; should not have too muclj to do, and that he 
w;is ]i<jt incomp(‘tcnt. Each Putwan?e was furnished with a correct 
tdjjy of the Khewut pap(ir, and he was mad«^ to draav out the rent rolls 
ii, tli(‘ form nMjuired in the Board’s Cinadar No. S, for the Jumabundee ; 
^dli(•ll will prevent any difficulty in obtaining from the Putwarees, the 
annual ])Mp( rs re(iuir(.‘d by the record circular. 

81. J have car(Tully revi.s(‘d the Kist Mmdee'of each village, with 

refuviice to its .soil and situation ; but the dates 
ot th(‘ tour kists, I did not think my.self autho- 
iiz(‘i| to alter, though if thi.s had been within my comj>eteticy, ] would 
lia\epost[)oned the KhurroiT kists lo days, and have established the Jst 
ufT)(‘crmber and 1st of January, inst(‘ad of NovemlxT lotli and Decem)- 
Iht 15th. 

8:^. I lK‘g to bring to your notice the valuable assistance T liave 
received from Deputy Collector, Slioikh Wuh(?ed- 
ooz-zuman. He lui-s worked with /the greatoaj 
assiduity and ability. The preparation of tlie 
vernacular records was left entirely to him, my 
tliri'ctions from time to time being merely general, and I can assure you 
tii.it tiny hav(; ]>eeii prepared with great minuteiu'ss and care, and tliat 
ii 'Lliiiig in them lias b(‘eu slurred over — Sheikh Wuheed-ooz-zuman has 
li'vii the only assistRiit I have liad I'xoept Sirdar Khan, for about a month. 
An estimate of his diligence and assiduity may be formed from the fact, 
tiiHt all tlie records and the papers liavo beim completely fiiiLshed, not an 
lota is now left to be brought up. 

In conclusion, I commit my report to your indulgent consi- 
deration, and re(piest the coutirmation of my piaxeedings by the Goverii- 
^'d'lit. 1 may venture to assert that no part of tlio work (‘iil.rustod 
to iiui lias b(3eii neglecteil, and that it lias not been hurried t hrougli 
f'orn any poor ambition for an unmerited reputation for surpassing dili- 
juid (?X(‘rtion. 

llUNIII.KKIIUNDSKTTr.EMENT OkFICE, I ll.lVC tllO hoiior tO 1)0, i (’0 

C, ALLEN, 


notice, .senico.i 
(if Dt'ituty ('oll.‘cU»i', Hlioikh 
(ilu 


i' 

(^mnpoor the 28th Fehy.. 1842. ) 


Hi'mekupoor Division, 


tSeifltnnfuf t)ji)\cer 
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REPORT 

ON THE ASSESSMENT ’• 

OF THE 

CALPEE PERGUNNAHS. 


No. 59 OF 184*2. 


Sir, 


From W. MUIR, Esq , 

Settlcmeid O^fficer, 
Bundelkhund. 

To R. LOWTHER, Esq., 

Commissioner, 
Allahabad. 

Dated Caivnpore, loth June, 181*2. 

I have the honor to report the proposed assessment of Pergnnnahs 

p , ,, Calpee, ‘Huraeerpore, Julalpoor Khurela, and 

Report on the assessment of ^ u u • i .• /Tr,.,, , 

the Caliiee Perguunahs. ivoouca, being the portion of Zillah Huineerpore 

entrusted to me for settlement. 

2. It appears expedient to preface the report with a brief account 

Brief account of the position position and appearance of each of the.-.e 

und 8.p|)eai'ance of e&ch. Ber^uniiahs 

3. Ihe pergunnahs ol Calpeeand Huineerpore form the right bank 

Cdlpee and Humeerpore lie ^ umna, from within a short distance of 

Jumna Sindh, to the junction of the Betwa ; and 

present towards that river a surface of between 
<^^0 and 90 miles in extent. This tract is divided into two parts by the 
intervention of the territories of the Nawab of Baonie. 

4?. Ihe Northern 'portion constitutes |>ergunnah Calpee. It is 
p , , . bounded on the we.st by Jaloun ; on the south- 

vaipee; boundaries, and ex- * j -ii , 

tent. west by Joaonie ; and on every other side by the 

Jumna. It is a narrow strip of land, in some 

r>lace.s not more than a mile in breadth. It is above 50 miles long, and, 

on an average, broad, and contains an area of 178 square miles. 

The banks of the Jumna, when they slope gently down, are often 

Nature of Soil composed of the richest soil, the fertility of w lich 

can be equalled only by the irrigated lands of 

^ Dooab ; but when abrupt, rugged, and precipitous, they arc covered 
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Hniiu'erporc ; 
boundiiiieri. 


extent and 


with but little arable groimd, and that little, light and unproductive. In 
the latter instance, ravines and broken ground frequently extend inward 
for miles ; though in many places the soil becomes black and fertile at no 
great distance frmn the river. 

6. The population consists of Rajpoots, Mullahs, and Aheers, with 

Inhabitants ^ Variety of other castes ; aud tlie flourishing 

town of Cal pee, which is within G miles of the 
Southern extremity, contains about 19,000 inhabitants.* 

7. The Southern division fowns pergunnah Humeerpore. It is 18 
miles long and 1 2 broad ; the average width, 
however, is only seven, and the total area 
amounts to 128 square miles. The rivers Betwa 

and Jumna, form its boundary to the north, south, and oast. On the west 
lie the jageers of the Nawab of Baonie and the Rajah of Beree. 

8. The central villages consist of a rich bhick soil ; and the lands 

which border on the river, like those of Calpee, 
are, according to the nature of the bank, pro- 
fusely verdant, or steep and waste. The pojnilation is couq)osed princi- 
pally of Rajpoots. 

9. The pergunnah of Julal pore lies eastward about eighteen miles 
from the Jumna. Its length is miles, and its 
average breadth about 15, its area, by profes- 
sional survey, is 501 square miles. To the north 

lies the river Betwa ; to the east |>ergunnahs Mohdaand Someerpoor, aud 
a part of Khimdea in Zillali Batida ; and to the west pergunnahs Raath 
and Khurka, and the small jagheer of Surela : the Southern buimdaiy is 
formed by Chircarr(?e, and Mahoba of Jaloun. 

10. The Biroan (orBeriiia), stream which rises in the neighbourhood 
of Jeitpoor, and runs through Punwaree and Rath, 
traverses Julalpoor from south-west to north- 
east, and flows without intermission throughout the year. A deep 
water-course, called the Purwaer, cuts off the north-east extremity ot the 
])erguunah. Swollen by the rains it becomes a large and rajdd river, 
but with them subsides and disappears. 

11. The features of the Jumna attend in miniature these lesser 

streams; their })anks consist for the most pint 
of barren sand hills, but here aud there the flood 
has deposit(‘(l an alluvial bed, the verdure of which strongly contrasts 
with the .surruimding bleakness. As you recede, a heavier soil prevails, 
in some places characterized by extreme fertility. The south and west 
are the most favoured quarters : while the Northern division is the most 

* The Police Authorities ytato the reBult of their ceiiHUB to be below 14,000 ; but foi 
various reasons I aiu diapjsed to think the population not over-rated at from eighteen to 
twenty thousand. 


Jiilalpore, Khurela; extent 
and boundaries. 


Rivers. 
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wild and rugged portion, perhaps, of the whole of Bundelkhund. The 
inhabitants are chiefly Loodhies and Rajpoots. 

12. The pergunnah of Koonch lies about forty miles to the west of 

^ ^ Cal pee. It is twenty miles in length, on an 

boundaries. average eight in breadth, and •contains 155^ 

square miles. To the south, it extends to within 
three miles of the river Betwa, and to the north, within eight of the 
town of Jaloun. It is bounded on the north and east by Gwalior, Dut- 
teuli, and Sumpter, and on the south and west by Jaloun. . 

13. The soil of Koonch is perfectly level and unbroken, and is 

8«;l InhabiUato. proverbial for its surpassing richness and fertility. 

It is peopled principally by Koormies, Goojurs 

and Thakoors. 

14. These pergunnahs, it will be observed, are completely detach- 

ed from one another : Cal pee being divided 
Humeerpoor by the petty .state of Baonie : 
Humeerpoor from Jelalpoor by the river Betwa; 
and Koonch from all by the interposition of Jaloun. 

15. The whole contains an area of 952 square miles, with a 

population of at present nearly 135,000 inha^ 
^whde^ population of the bitants, being at the rate of 142, (or. deducting 
the population of the towns of Calpee and 
Koonch, 107,) persons to the squafe mile. 

CHAPTER II. 

PAST HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION. 

16. Before entering on the details of the present settlement 

it will be e.-^pedient briefly to review the 
admlnistratiou of the district, aud to 
nuirk the bearing which it has on its present 

condition. 

17. Without tnisting implicitly to the tale of prosperity which the 

inhabitants tell of the past generation, there is 
credulity in believing that the soil of Bundel- 
khiind was then more extensively cultivated than 
present. Over-assessment carries with it fewer evils under a native than 
under tljo British rule ; the latter rarely fails in realizing, after it has 
its demand ; the former, plastic in its nature, bends to circum- 
stances, and in years of scarcity is too feeble to press its claims to the 
extreme. When it is recollected, again, that the district for many years 
gelded without reserve a revenue three-fourths of which no effort can 
collect, it cannot be doubted that when we assumed possession, its 
C'^nditiou as regards cultivation, capital, and population, was equal if not 
superior to what in general it now is. 


Vol. II. 104 
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18. Our rule commenced in 1806, and for the next ten yearf? 

the administration would appear to have been 

just and equitable. The iticrease in the assess^ 
, inent during that period amounts to nearly I 4 

per cent.,* arid to this must be added the change from the current to 
the Furruckabad rupee, which was estimated at 13J per cent. Even at 
this early perixxl some leaning towards over-assessment may be gathered 
from the fact that the incre^vse in Koonch was only 1 0 per cent. ; that iu 
the other pefgunnahs, 17 per cent.* The revenues of the former, it 
must be borne in mind are canied to the credit of the Holcar family ; 
and the Revenue authorities, as will be observed throughout, had not 
the same incentives for increasing its assessment. Principles of justice, 
equity, and national honor, should have dictated exactly the reverse of 
this procedure. 

1 9. The forbearance and happy arrangements of Government appear 

to have had their full effect in developing the 
Happy effect of moderate j^gom-ces of the conutry. We can conceive what 

asdcaameut. ^ ^ 

an impulse must have been given to its onward 
progress from the combination of security and peace with a moderate 
and just assessment. We have it also on the authority of Mr. Waring, f 
that the Government expenditure in the district exceeded at this period 
the revenue received into the Treasury ; a circumstance which should 
not be overlooked in considering the enormous increase which was soon 


after demanded. 


20. In 1816, or the Fusslee year 1223, —an era memorable in 
Bundelkhund, — a now settlement was made by 


Scttlemeut of 1816. 


Mr. Collector Waring. It raised at once the 


revenue of Huineerpoor by three lakhs and a quarter. A*id here again 
I am compelled to state that, while the juma of the other pergimnahs 
was increased by 33 pcT cent., that of Kioonch was raised only 14. If 
so large an increase was in the one case demandable, it follows that 
on the other there was a strange dereliction of the duty we were bound 
by to improve the revenues of so important a trust. The truth, however, 
is that no course more favorable to the real interests of the pergunnah 
could have beeu adopted, than the one unintentionally pursued by Mr. 
Waring ; the assessment of that time has continued unchanged, and the 
result is a proof of the prosperity which similar treatment would have 
secured iu tlte other pergunnahs. 

21. It may reasonably be enquired iu what manner such an un- 
paralleled enhancement of the revenue was 
cora^tition'^'^o^t procured. The answer is simple. The pros- 
capitalisu. pcrity occasioned by favourable years and mo- 

deration of demand had so impr ove.! th e aspect of this cou ntry tbatj ^ 
’ ♦ Vide Appendix B. t Letter dated May 1814. 
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to tliitik its resources iiiexliaustible. A crowd of speculators who 
looked only at tlie extent of the fallow land, and took for granted the 
continuance of the same auspicious seasons, fancied they could see a 
source of great gain in contracting even at so enorinpus an increase. 
Trusting to these or some such fallacious grounds, there ^as no bound to 
their mad competition. 

22r Mr. Waring himself seized at every circumstance which could 
warrant the imposition of an increase, and rarely 
failed to a.l«p*, often to exceed, the highest es- 
timate of the Tehseeldar and Qanoongoe. The 
good name of those officers was made to depend on the highness of their 
“ Douls” and “ Nuzzerandazes.’* upon which the settlement was based > 
and we may conceive of what nature those statements must have been 
when the Tehsildar of Calpee was dismissed from his appointmeni for 
submitting too low an estimate, and the Tehsildar of Jelalpoor was. 
turned out of the Collector’s camp with indignity because he failed to 
procure a farming offer sufficiently high. 

23. 3urrc>unded by a band of capitalists, the unfortunate Zemindar 
well knew that if he refused the Collector’s offer, 
Number 0 VI ages anne . estate would be instantly snatched from his 

hands. Mr. Waring could have had no stronger proof of the injustice 
of his settlement than that, wiUi this prospect before their eyes, the 
proprietors of one hundred and seventy-eight* villages, rather than accede 
to his terms, allowed tljein to be let in farm. 

2^. It would be useless to recount the more immediate miseries 
attendant on this settlement, the sickening 
detail of ab-sconded zemindars, who, according 
to Mr. Waring, fled only because the real value 
of their estates was beginning to come to liglit ; or of desolated villages, 
whose lands, it was said, were thrown out of cultivation, merely to procure 
a decrease of assessment. Suffice it to say, that Mr. Waring entered with 
most sanguine expectations on the cultivation, from Government resources, 
of several of those deserted estates : but his eyes appear at last to have 
been opened, and in his final letter, f he acknowledges that his experiment 
liad completely failed. Had he remained, it is mo.st probable that he would . 
have acted upon this acknowledgment ; but he almost immediately left 
the district, and the flattering reports submitted by most of his successors 
could not fail to set him at ease, whop in a superior position he had it in 
his power to have effected a revision. 

25. The two following settlements of 1821 and 182C, wore framed 

SettfementB of 1831 and embraced Mr. Waring’s 

1826, conducted on the views with still greater enthusiasm. The anxiety 
which the ousted zeminfjars naturally evinced 

t 21bt January 1818. 


IrairK'fliate effects of this 
settlement. 


Bame principles. 


* Vide Mr. Fordo’s report, dated 1st September, 1819. 
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to recover possession of their patrimonial inheritance, was construed 
him into an irrefragable proof of the lightness of the settlement ; and 
though occasionally compelled by glaring instances of excessive assess- 
ment to grant » reductions, he allowed no opportunity to escape of 
demanding an augmentation, and that frequently as the punishment of 
previous recusancy ! 

26. It is so pleasing, amid the confidence and security expressed 

^ ^ j » by Mr. Waring and his followers, to peruse the 

nion that the diatiict was sentiments entertained by Mr. Collecter Foide 
over-assesaea early as 1819, that I cannot refrain from 

placing in the «appendix* a few pa-ragraphs of his letter, dated the 1st 
September of that year. He records his persuasion that it would have 
conduced more to the real interests of the State, if the demand had been 
computed on a more moderate scale ; and enforces his opinion by a refer- 
ence to the number of farmed estates, and to the poverty of the landed 
proprietors which even then was beginning to show itself. He mentions 
that during the three preceding years, 39 estates had been sold by auc- 
tion, and had fetched a price little exceeding one-third of their annual 
juma, and that the instances of private sale had in the same period 
amounted to one hundred. He forcibly states the ruin which must at cud 
the smallest degree of over-assessment, and concludes with the following 
just remark : “ It would, I conceive, always tend more to the honor of 
Government, wore a settlement formed so as to secure to them a fair pro- 
portion of the products of the soil, and at the same time leave a sufficiency 
to enable tlie proprietors to subsist.’* 

27. The results anticipated by Mr. Forde were but too fatally 
realized. The balances in the four perguniiabs 

over-aasoss- ^j^der rep)ort, which prior to 1806, had never 
exceeded the average of Rupees 2,760, during 
the succeeding settlement reached Rupees 5,535 ; in the following. Rupees 
16,001 ; and in the third, Rupees 30,300. The zemindars who had engaged, 
were reduced to abject poverty, and of the insane speculators none were 
at last left ; they had retired from the scene impoverished or ruined. 
For the demand had passed the acknowledged bounds of rent ; it had be- 
come a tax on the capital and necessaries of the cultivators ; it was fast 
Tjreying upon their vitals, and hurrying the district to ruin. 

28. As weakness and prostration of strength predispose the human 

frame to the most fatal attacks of the pestilence, 
Miseries of the famines ag- previous annihilation of its powers 

giavated by it. energies lay low tliis district before the 

calamitous seasons of 1830, 1834, and 1838. It had been deprived of 
every mean.s of resisting these successive shocks ; and vre need not ther^ 
fore be astonished at the scene of confusion and dist ress which they 1^ 
~ * Vide Appendix A. 


Fatal effects of 
nient. 
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behind. No one who has not toiled through the details of each village, 
can conceive the extent of alienatitm of property, or the misery attendant 
on the depopulation of villages, the ruin of estates, and the disruption of 
society, which has prevailed in this unhappy country. 

29. The baneful effects of over-assessment could* not now escape 

observation, and in the two next settlernonU of 
’ 1836, attempts were made to unrlo 

them. By the fonner the assessment of the 
pergunnahs under report, (excepting Koonch,) was reduced one Inkh and 
sixty thousand rupees below that of Mr. Waririg’s .settlement. The pro- 
prietors had begun almost universally to throw up their engagements ; in 
whicli c'lse new settlements were effected by the Collector involving a 
considerable abatement. But the most extensive nHiuctions were made by 
the Commissioner himself, who without reference to the Collector, and 
frequently without any investigation, precipitately oJlowed an excessive 
and uncalled for decrease. The settlement of Mr. Waring resembled au 
auction, in which the highest bidder was sure of his object ; but this, a 
lottery, in which unlook(;d for prizes fell to those who least expected 
them. Glaring inequality of assessment now embittered the temper of 
those who received no relief, <and who were already callous anrl hardened 
from continued oppression. Whilo this settlement, therefore, relieved 
some estates of their burdens, its operations were utterly inadequate to 
the necessities of the. case, and in some instances only adiled to the pre- 
vious evils. The balances during its five years continuance increased in 
the pergunnahs under report to an av(Tage of nearly sixty-seven thousand 
Rupees ; but this iiichules the results of the famine of lcS3i, which visi- 
ted the district with such severity that of about 7 * 0 , 000 houses, above 
38,000 were abandoned :* excluding this year, the annual bahance is 
nearly twenty-eight thousand rupees. 

30. The Settlement of 1836, conducted by Mr. Collector Pidcock, 

and confirmed by Government for thirteen yeai's 
decrease. embraced about a fourth of the district ; the 

actual decrojise did not exceed 4 per cent, hut it 
was distributed with great judgment, and large temporary reductions 
were made wherever a progressive assessment \va.s deemed advisalde. 
This revision must bo regarded as eminently more successful than any of 
its predecessors. The annual average balance, including 1,838, is Rupees 
63,062, but e.xcluding that year only Rupees 17,908. 

Though frequently, the reductions were nearly commensurate with 
wants of the village, yet more frequently, as the result has proved 
they were far too limited. In some cases, therefore, the settlement has 
succeeded ; in others it has failed ; and in many, as the ultimate assess- 
is not reached till 1848, the trial cannot be said yet to have com- 


Report 31st August, 1836. 
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iiK'ncetl. Witli all its benefits it was at l)est partial, and, founded, as the 
Collector himself atlinits, on inadequate grounds, still presses with great 
i]ie([tmlity. 

31. Thouglj ineffectual in staying the retrogressive impulse already 

Value of these rednct'i,mRa« impaited to some portions of the district, the 
preceding the famine of value of this rcvisiou cannot perhaps be ade- 
quately appreciated as preceding, and in some 
measure, breaking the violence of the fearful calamity of 1838 ; which 
may also be considered as having •prevented its advantages from being 
fully developed. The drought of 1834, had visited the west of the district 
and this now fell upon the east with peculiar severity. By the former 
35 villages were totiilly desolated in Julalpoor, and by both 72 in Calpee 
and Huineer})oor were laid waste and left without an inhabitant. 

32. In the last three years the circumstances of the district do 

not seem to have improved. The collections 
*’Tot mSiy in. '^ffectcd witli as much difficulty a..! 

ever, and the balances are on the increase. Since 
1831, fifteen villages in the Calpee perguniiahs have been sold for arrears 
of revenue, and fifty have been given in farm. Tbe Government villages 
in tbe perguniiahs Calpee, Humeerpoor, and Julalpoor, amount to no 
fewer than fifty-one, and bear an assessment of Rupees 79,367, or nearly 
one-fifth of tbe wdiolc revenue. Many of these aTO held under the miser- 
able system KJtam management, and are withering under its inauspicious 
influences.* The marks of over-assessment and exaction are but little 
diminished ; here and there it is true tlioy have been partially effaced, 
but more generally they are as apparent as ever, and in some instances 
still more deeply engraven. 

33. It mu.st ever be the first and highest oliject of a good Govern- 

Woaomtion in a.,ses.,n.cnt blossings of iudustiy, coutfut, 

taught by the history just and plenty. The prosperity of the revenue is 
recounted. intimately blended with these ends, and cannot 

in fact be realized without them. This truth is enforced by few lessons 
more striking than the history of Bundelkhund. Had we been contented 
with the revenue of 1815, and been solicitous only to equalize it, the dis- 


• The system of Kham or Koork Tehsil, implying the revenue management of an estate 
by one or more chupi-assees, generally in conjunction with the Putwaree, has hitherto m 
this quarter of the country, been fraught with every evil consequence. The obdurate 
proprietors by collusion with the chuprassoe evatle the demands of Government, and, their 
lands being generally the best, continue to live in plenty. In fact, it was matter of notoriety 
that the profits of the zemindars of many villages wfre much greater under this system than 
when themselves in possession. The putwaree, the chuprassee, and the zemindars, were, 
therefore, the parties benefited by the arrangement : Government always, and the ryot in 
general, suffered. The estate invariably underwent ray>id deterioration, till at last it reached 
the stage sjgnificantly termed “ broken down." I trust that the arrangements now made will 
obviate the necessity of a single village being held under this management, and that the 
system itself, except under incomparably more efficient checks, will shortly become obsolete. 
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trict would, without doubt, have continue(i to flounsh ; extent of cultiva- 
tion would have kept pace with the increase of capital and inhabitants, 
and the concomitant advantages of trade and commerce wonld have added 
to the riches of the country, and to its strength for withstanding the attacks 
of famine. Our income if not indirectly increased, wo»ld certainly not 
iiavc fallen off, and would thus have been at the least twenty per cent, 
greater than the impoverished land, denuded in many quarters of its p<'>- 
pulation, can now possibly yield. That this lesson, so dearly bought, 
may not fail of its effect, the future assessment must be fixed on so easy 
and moderate a basis, that the benefits, which have thus lamentably dis- 
appeared, may as speedily as possible be restored. 


34 . 


Trade : In Cotton. 


CHAPTER III. 

TRADE. 

A few remarks seem necessary regarding the trade of the dis- 
tiict, the principal articles of which are Cotton 
and Al. The Cotton plant, it is well known, grows 
to great perfection in Bundelkhuiid ; and its produce is not only more 
abundant, but also of a softer texture and of a wliiter colour than that of 
the Dooab : hence it bears a higher price and is more eagerly sought 
after, it has always formefl the staple commodity of the Calpee liiarket. 
The purchases of G<^wern merit amounted at one ])eriod to forty lakhs a 
year, and of private individuals, It is said, to 18 lakhs. Since 1830, the 
former have been discontinued and the latter have dwindled down to an an- 
imal expenditure of barely seven lakhs. Here wo may trace one source from 
which the overwhelming asso.ssment of so long a period was drawn ; as well 
as a cause of the accumulated ruin which has latterly cruslicd the district. 

35 The root of the dl plant, (niorindxi cltvi folia) is a most 
profitable source of gain. The slirub does not 
for three years attain full giowth, but in the 
second and third season it yields from its seed a partial return. Unlike 
every other produce, it is seldom injured by the occurrence of drought. 
It is cultivated principally in pergunnah Humeerpoor, and partly also 
in Calpee and Julalpoor. The poorer classes seldom possess sufficient 
capital to enter into the speculation, which is accordingly conducted by the 
more wealthy zemindars and by a tribe of Buneeas called Doomnr, who 
alone do not think their dignity impaired by the pursuits of husbandry. The 
root is highly prized by the natives for its beautiful and permanent dye, 
and is readily bought up at Moosanuggiir in the Cawnpoor district, which 
is its point of traffic. 

36. Gram is cultivated to a very largo extent, and is occasionally 
exported ; but this can only occur when there is 
a scarcity in the Dooab, and the rise in its price 
suffices to repay the expense of carria.gG. 


In Al. 


In Gram. 
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37. The only other article of extensive traffic is Ohee, The vast 

^ tracts of fallow land upon which grass is pro- 

duced in the rains with amazing lifxuriance 

supply the food of numerous herds and flocks ; and the scanty population 
unequal to the •consumption of their produce, export it in the form of 
ghee, which finds a ready market at Lucknow. The pergunnahs of Rath 
and Calpee carry on this traffic to a considerable extent. 

38. .The grand road which it is in contemplation to form betwixt 

Cawnpoor* and Calpee will, undoubtedly, add 

The propose*! line of road . i . ai i* xt ii . 

from Cawnpoor slmiild be to the commorce of the Northern division 

coiii^r'letod hy a bnilgeof of Buiidelkliuiid, and give a fresh stimulus to 
its productive powers, lo complete the scheme 
the only desideratum will be a bridge of boats, which could easily be 
thiown across the Jumna at Calpee. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Demarcation of boundaries. 


THE SURVEY. 

3^ I proceed now to the consideration of the present Settlement, 
The Survey. and first of the Survey. 

40. The demarcation of boundaries, 1 need only say, was, conduct- 
ed in strict conformity with the Sudder Board’s 
orders, and tliough there occurred several cases 

of disputed possession with the contiguous States, they were speedily and 
amicably adjusted. 

41. The professional Survey took place in 1810. The result is as 
follows. In the columns of population the town 
of Calpee is not included. 


Professional Suney, 


Pergunnah. 

Statute Acres. 

Square miles. 

j Population. 

j Cultivators. | 

Non-Cultivators. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Calpee, 

111952' 

1 _ 

175 

4448 

1 4409 

2213 

2125 

13195 

Humeerpoor, 

' 81968: 

128 

4474 

3751* 

3969 

4092 

16286 

J ulalpoor, 

320720501 

169.35 

17262 i 

10239 

' 11629 

56065 

Koonch, 

99519; 

1 55 J 

6733 

1 

8055 1 

1 

8020 

9484 

32292 

Total, 

614165 

959| 

32590j33477 

24441 

27330 

117838 


The groat inferiority of women to men in numbers in pergunnah Humeerpoor snii 




RKFUllT ON THE DISTIUCT OF CALPEE PERGUNNAHS. 


m- 

42. Tlie verificatioii of the Klrnsreh or fieUl measurement was treated 

field measurement and a 'vork of paramount importance ; siuce Upon 
means adapted for its vorifi- its faithtulness is based every subsequent pro- 
ceeding. A line having beeu drawn across the 
village map, the fields through .whicli it passed were •^re-measured and 
compared with the original ; and other places selected at random 
were subject(3d to the same test. Thus no discrepancy of any importance 
could remain, concealed ; and wh<3n any serious inaccuracy was brought 
to light, a fresh survey was demanded^ 

43. But, as the assessment depends as much on the species of land 

as on its extent, a scrutiny into the entry of soils 
^"orrecte'd carefully ^ luattor of ecpial importance and of greater 

difficulty : for the Ameens, less perhaps from 
knavery than from iguonance of the distinguisldng marks, had seldom 
nivon a correct ivluru. It was necessary, therefore, to visit every field in 
ovi'iy vill:igi% and thus to place beyond a doubt the capabilities of its 
soils. These pnujeedings conducted by respectable Peshkars were sirict- 
Iv checked and revised by the Deputy Collectors and Tehsildars ; and 
I had the satisfaction lll 3 ^self of examining and testing a considerable 
iminher of Khusrelis in each pergimuali. L have no hesitation, therefore, 

jiiiitially in Calj'i'o may Uo accounted for by the uiiwllingiiosa of the Hajiwots to state the 
number of tlu-ir females : at the same time it must bo confessed that it gives a color of 
iiiithto the st'itomeut of zemindars o? other castes that the Rajijoots still indulge in 
infanticide, using a poisonous hcrl) ( a.'.c/c/x'u.s yufanti'a ) to effect their purpose*. A more con- 
stant reference hi the women of the lUimrc and Ukanook tribe.s who arc gouoially employed on 
tlio occasion of a biith, might teml to put a stop to the practice. 

The following details regarding the native Schools are curious and iuteresting. The 
town of Calpec is included in the table. 


rergiinnah. j 

1 

r 

O 

n 

'o 

5 

a 

i ^ 

r 

' i ' 

i X 1 

*upils 

d 

<n 

\ sl 

1 

Number 
pils wIk 

X 

= o 

of Pu* 
t H ad. 

c 

2 

Ktinarks. 

i 

Calpec, 

1 

i 

i 

230 

1 

1 . 

42 

1 

' 272 
1 93 

1 

; 214 

! 

1 

58 \ Of these, 7 iSchools belong to the 

1 / town of Calpcc. 

Huirieerpoor, .. 

1 11 

1 90 

1 

3 

f 

1 87i 

1 1 

1 C 

1 


Julalpoor,... 

! 23 

13: 

4 

1 

141 

i 

134 

1 1 

' 71 

: 1 

i 12 Schools belong to the town of 

Koojich, 

34| 437 

35 

472j lOOj 

12 

( Ivoonch. 

Total, ... 

8Si 894 

84 

' 978 

1 895! 

saj 



• The piiplis who are noted as learning only Hindee or Nsgree, are in general instructed 
in the merest elements of reading and writing, fauch ac m just sufficient to enable them to 
Wp the accomitu of the ^ut\^aree or Bimctah. 


Voi. rr. n'y 
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in affirming that the field measurement may safely be relied on, as it 
regards both area and soil. 


CHAPTER V. 

^ SOILS OF BUNDELKHUND. 

44j. The distinguishing feature of Buudelkhund is the absence of 
irrigation ; which is generally rendered iinprac- 
oMrrig iUou”^ incapa- ticable by the enormous depth of the water, often 
100 and 1^5 feet below the surface ; and by the 
peculiarities of the soil, which is so penetrated with holes, cracks and 
fissures, that even were water procurable it would hastily disappear with- 
out producing any of the effects of irrigation. To supply the place of 
this the grand test of fertility in other districts, it became necessary to 
institute a careful classification of the soil in respect of its natural capa- 
bilities of production. 


Divided into four species ; 
Mar. 


45. The lands of Bundelklmfid are divided into four great classes, 
mar, kahui\ 'purwa, and rakur. The mar is a 
fine rich black mould ; it is soft and crumbles 
in the hand ; so that if you throw a clod of it to 
the ground it falls to pieces. It is distinguished by an extraordinary 
power of retaining moisture, and by .so singular a fertility that, except in 
years of drought, it produces rubbee crops with almost the same exube- 
rance as the irrigated lands of other districts. The principal crops grown 
upon it are wheat, grain, and dl. 

40. Kabur approaclies the mar in color, hut possesses none of its 
soft and tractable qualities. It is a stiff tena- 
ciou.s soil, in which the lain s])eedily dries and 
renders it harder than ever. When broken up it forms into largo masses 
to reduce which requires the application of con.siderahle force. It is there- 
fore difficult to till, and not remarkable for its fruitfulness. In seasons 
of drought it is one of the first soils to fall out of cultivation, and one of 
the last'’ again to come under the plough. Its value is less than that of 
mar, and its rites considerably lower. Wheat and dl are seldom if ever 
cultivated on it ; but it yields almost every other sort of produce. 

47, Furwak is a light yellow earth with a frequent admixture of 

sand. It is generally soft, and therefore easily 
f’orwah. cultivated. But it is poorer than kabur, and its 

rates are still lower. Khuvreef crops are principally sown upon it, and 
it bears in groat perfection the cotton plant. It is the only soil which 

can be irrigated with advantage. ^ 

48. The Rakur is the refuse of the other soils ; It may resemble 

any of them in colour, hut is hard, stony and 
unfruitful. It produces Khurreef crops, and 
these only when the rains are not unfavourable. 
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4*9. There are two other classes of soil, which are determined less 
by their own nature than by their proximity to 
Kuchar, and Tureo. rivers. The KuchiT embraces all those lands to 

which the moisture of the stream extends. It generally equals, some- 
times surpasses, mar in fertility, and always yields a finfe ruhbee harvest. 
Xhe turee or teer is a more perfect species of kucliar, and is invariably 
flooded by the stream, which leaves upon it a rich slimy deposit. It far 
exceeds in the luxuriance of its produce every other species of soil, and 
seldom suffei's from years of drought, which by their high prices only tend 
to enhance its value. A drawback to both these soils, but especially to 
the latter, is their want of permanence ; for they are sometimes carried 
away by the very floods to which they owed their fertility. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Second class. 


PRINCIPAL OF SETTLEMENT. 

50. I propose next to explain the general principles upon which 

the Government demand has been determined 
Principles of settlement ex- allotted. My Settlement is based on a double 

classification, viz. of soils and of villages. 

51. The different species of land which I have described above are 

almost invariably met within tracts. Mar, for 
Clasaification of villages ' instance, is rarely seen in small patches ; it 
^^(merally extends in a continuous and unbroken 
course for many miles. Villages situated in s.ich tracts are of a superior 
description and constitute a superior class. 

52. To such a field of mar will generally succeed a similar one of 
kabur, or, as the natural structure of the country 
directs, of purwa. As the one or the other soil 

preponderates, or is more or less interspersed witli rakur, a second or a 
third class is obtained. 

53. The presence of a stream or of deep ravines is followed by a 
succession of sand 3 ^ stony, or rakur, lands ; these 
fall into an inferior class ; or the river may 

have formed its banks of kuchar or turee, which from their peculiar ferti- 
lity comprise a separate division. 

Sk The mar, which occurs in the mass of that soil, is richer than 
that which occurs in the second ; and still richer 

iFertiiity of the soil greater that which occurs in the third, range ; and 

or less according to the . , . i /■ aI. * aU 

class of villages to which its rent is liigher in the tormer than in the 

It belongs. latter. On the same principle, the rakur lands 

which are met "with in the lowest class, are poorer than those which are 

found in the higher : and their rent rates are lower in the same rates 


Third and kuchar classes. 
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And so witli the other spoeies of soil ; their fertility may be judged of by 
the class to which they belong. 

55. It was one of niy first endeavours to classify the villages accord- 
ing to the above principle. The ditferout fea- 
tures of each pergnnnah required different ar- 
raiigeirients ; but the jniuciple was the samo in 
all. ] devoted the greater labor to j)erfect this 
classitication, as upon it is based iny proposal for remissions in years of 
drought ; and, having had an op*portuiiity of myself examining every 
village, I trust that it may b? regarded as complete. To illustrate more 
forcibly the principle, ris well as to display the capabilities of each per- 
gunnali, I have attached to this report sketches, in which are traced iu 
different colours the dilferent classes of villages.* 

5(). My next task was to discover the rent rates of each species of 
land in each class : and in this also I experien- 
Rent rates how discovered, j the ])eiiefits of personal investigation. From 

extensive inqiiiries I ascertained upon the spot 
the rates of erich soil in almost every village iu the district. 1 found the 
ryots, and sometimes the zemindars, utt<‘rly unsuspicious of my ohject 
and I had raredy any dilliculty in eliciting the rent really paid. When I 
compared the results of my inquiries in different villages and from difier- 
eut ranks, there was an agreement among the whol(‘ whiidi exce(Mi(‘(l my 
expectations, and assured me by their undcsign'^Ml eoiiicidence, of the cor- 
rectness of my data. From the Putwariifs ])apers, tlie Quanoongot^'s 
(lepositious, and tla^ snn)marv suit dc‘cisious, separate tables of average 
rates were drawn out. and materially assisted me in tin ivitig at the rates 
whicli vvcr(‘ (iiially adopted. 

57. 'idle re.^ult of these rates upon the cultivated area furnished a 
jitina which it was my next business to coinpare 
ReKiilt of rates cnh niated m iji’cseiit and past assessment, and cnii- 

do col too liigh an asriOhs- ditiou of the Porgunnah. And here I discover- 
ed that the; usual apjillcation of these rates to 
the cultivated area, by a deiliudiori of one-third from the gross rental, 
produced a demand unquestionably too liigh. In ])roof, I need only 
remark that the Putwari(‘/s and Quanoongoc’s rates carefully deduced 
and apjilicd to each class, give an iiicroise in the four jiorgunnahs of one 
lakh and a (piarter ; and the result of my own ]*ates, wliich were drawn 
up on the most moderate principles, is an addition of above fifty thou- 
sand rupees to the prasent assessment. A portion of this discrepancy ks 
perhaps, to be attributed to tlie exc^essivc decrease granted in a few cases 
by the Commi.ssioner in 1831 ; but tlie portion is so small as not to affect 
the general result. For there cannot exist a doul)t in any reasonable 
mind, which takes an impartial view of the past and present state ofjhe 

• Vide Maps 1. 11, III, and iv. at the cloiw of the rep<»rt. 


ISaine principle adopted in 
all the ])cigunnahB. 
Sketch nripH annexed in 
illustration. 
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distriot, that tliis very assessment, which falls so greatly below the result 
of the actual rates calcula ted according to the usual settlement axioms, is 
jit this moment pressing heavily on the country, and is, iu fact, consider- 
ably greater than what it can bear. * 

.58. The bciicons furnished by the fate of former ^settlements hold 
out too solemn and striking a warning to I,e dis- 

Foiuier settlemuntB failed rp(rarded. It was upnii tliis rock that Mr. 
bv adopting rates with- ^ i •jil.li 

out, reference to chances Waring Split. His data, as provided both by 

of failure. estimate.^ of his subordinates and the rat(‘s 

ndopted by liimself, wer (3 in most instances correct when referred to 

favoiirdhJe seasons. But he sccmis to have forgotten that Bundelkhund 

w:is not capable of irrigation : he left entirely out of his account the 

jbohahility, nay the certainty, that one out of every four or five years 

^viiiibl, more or less be, a failure. 

50. The fallacy lies in .suppo.sing that those rates produce to the 
same extent every year : whereas it is notorious 
that they fluctuate with every cliango in tlie 
of Htnking an average scasons, and are dimini-sluid by irregularity or de- 
ficiency, in the periodical rains. Hence it follows 
lliat we must either make an annual settle ment, proportioned to the 
fruitfulness of tlie year ; a plan which, though strongly recommended by 
Mr. Collector Halliday,* would oot only put an end to all security and 
t'onfiilenee, but giv(‘ unbounded occasion to traud and loss : or, we must 
so take these failures int.o account as to coniine the liemand within 
tlie average of tlie general produce. 

GO. The frequent injury, which failure in the crops inflicts upon an 
estate, reduces its vahn* in two distinct respects ; 
^”i!l'LnsdiIl.U>ed^ (list, by tlie actual losses they occasion, and 

second, by depreciating, as they rciub'r imcor- 

Uiin, llio returns actnally obtained. 

01. First ; The l<)S.ses to which I allude are not those of severe and 
(extraordinary famines, (for tliese 1 have propos- 
in rictnal losses and lan<l extraordinary remcdie.s,) but, of sucli un- 

cultivation. of co.nniou occurrouco. 

Tliuv consist in the actual foilnrc of crops, in the abandonment of land, 

:m\\n the departnre of the ryot.s. The two last cireots are severely lelt 

fmm the vast (piantity of fallow land which is always at hand, especia ly 

m the vicinity of independent territory, and which effectually reduces tlie 

•iemand for it. It is thus that the soil is readily thrown out of 

hon in such unfavourable seasons, and slowly, and with i icu >, 

^oclaimed. 


• lleport on balances 31st Docoraber, 183’; where he states, that had he a /ajew of 
own, ho would adopt this plan. 
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Second, in lowering the va- 
lue, rendering uncertain 
the actual returns. 


62. Second ; Tlie income of the zemindars is also rendered less 
valuable by its uncertainty. In an uncertain 
trade the gains are large : the profits rise with 
the risk. Nor is it otherwise with the trade of 

the zemindar in' Bundelkhimd. He employs capital for returns in a 
great degree uncertain ; and he justly expects those returns to be propor- 
tionably groat ; the risk is great, and so must be the profits. Both 
zemindars and ryots are almost always obliged to borrow to a large 
extent ; but as their assets and securities are so 
\nter°esT^^^^ Uncertain, no man will advance them money, 

but at an enormous interest : here too, the in- 
terest rises with the risk, and further diminishes the net return which 
remains from the actual gross receipts. 

63. In calculating therefore, the average surplus, it is plain that it 

must cover both the actual losses so frequently 

Surplus allowed to propne- sustained *, the Uncertainty which ilopreciates 
tor should be calculated i. i i i 

with reference to these what IS rcally obtained ; and the enormous rat'i 
losses and diRadvantages. of interest at which money must bo borrowed 

It IS these causes whicli render over-asscssmeiit so peculiarly fatal in 
Bundelkhimd, and, as they were left out of consideration in the settle- 
ment of 1816, we can no longer wonder at tlie misery which arose from it. 

64. In applying the above observations to the subject of the nau 

and revenue rates, I deduce? the necessity of re- 
The rent rates lowered on duciuo- them SO far as to h'ave tho proprietor a 

this principle ; and adjust- » rc • ^ ^ . i i ■ i 

ed by a refeionceto past surplus sutiicieut to countcrlialanco their (llS- 
advantages ; wliat this surplus amounts to, and 
what it leaves for the share of Government, could best be discovered by 
a careful survey of the financial history of each pergunnah : by this stand- 
ard, therefore, I regulated tho rates. And 1 may remark as a gimenil 
principle, that, as tlie losses and uncertainty above described fall ligliter 
upon the rich, and heavier upon the poor, soils, I always suffered a larger 
reduction in the rates of the latter than of the formin’. 

65. Having thus decided upon moderate rates and a reasonable 

1 ^ juma, it was my next business to distribute the 

'^\?rought'^unacr LatL latter by means of the former upon each village. 

It here became a question whether the fallow lands 
should in any case be included in the cultivated area ; and for the follow- 
ing reasons I decided in the negative. 

66. First ; Regarding the old fallow land : it must be observed 
that most of the villages cover a vast surface ia 
which there is but one hamlet : and it costs a 
man the better part of the day merely to go to 
and from the most distant fields. In few estates 
are there either trees or a well besides these in 


First. The old follow lands : 
pec\iliar features of Biin- 
delkhAind preclude the 
hope of their being rapidly 
broken up. 
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immediate contact with the houses. The cultivator when he issues abroad 
is luruishod with a small vessel of water, which for a time supplies his 
tliiist ; iiut it is obvious under these circumstances, with no covering 
to defend him from the intense heat of the Eundelkhund mid-dat^ 
withiio well at hand from which to quench his thirstir that cultivation 
at distance from his home must proceed but slowly. In Humeerpoor 
there are none of those flourishing little colonies from the mother 
villagt!, the poorwaa and nmsraa of more favoured districts, which 
cany to the different parts of an estate, the labour a.id means re- 
,, Hired f,>r their cultivation. The diflSculty of sinking wells and pro- 
cunni/ tho growth of trees, ;ind the necessity for houses of solid ina- 
sonry to withstand the inclemency of the seasons, must render the plant- 
Hig of such off-sets a laborious and a tedious task. Not but that the in- 
crease of vdlages and oi the population, may, from tlie moderation of 
the propostMl settlement he anticipated ; but it would bo most fallacious 
10 rely upon such contingencies in determining the Government revenue. 

07. It must moreov(3r bo remoinbered that a large proportion of 
tlii'.se lands are so light and barren tliat, under any circumstances, it would 

But take into co,.,icl..r.a. them uuder even pro.spcctive 

tion, wlif'n likeiv to be* ibs.scssnieiit. k roiH personal inspection of tlie 
soil, mul from the past history of the village^ 

I was always prcparotl to judge whether its fallow 
lands u(‘ro likely to be reclaimed ; and if they were, the general rate of the 
now jiinut upon the culturabh.‘ area of tho entire class to wliich it belong- 
♦‘d, ojiplied to tho cultnralde area of tlio village in question, rarely faili^d 
tapii)diice a result which could be adopted as the ultimate as.se.s>ment 
ON. Secondhj ; With respect to fields lately thrown out of cul- 
tivation, it must be noted, that the poorer soils 
of Bundelkhnnd after being cidtivated for a few 
yeiirs lose tlieir vigour ; and until they have 
regained it are not resumed. 'Jdiese, it is obvious, do not come under the 
average (‘xteiit of eulti vaiion, and must theieforo be left out of calcula- 
I liave met with no instance of wilful abandonment for the pur- 
pn.se of forcing a reduced demand, — tlie only case in which such land 
'''Venld hav(' conn? under assessment. 

G9. To arrive at the demand finally determined upon, I embraced 
every source of information. The past history 
' of the village was carefully examined and col- 

■"[ tho aH,>^p^,qrnent of each lated with the records and remarks of former 
settlements. The Putwane s accounts, generally 
remarkably faithful, were compared with the results of the deduced rates. 

conjoined with my own observations regarding the position, 
natural advantages, and general condition of the estate, brought before 
me every circumstance which could elucidate its real value. 


Second Land In t<?Iy thrown 
'-'ll-' ol’ f'llti v.itioii. 
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70. From a few of the uiuler-assessed villages an increase has been 
(leinamled, which will take ettcct from 1849 
Incu-aHP deinaiided ortly ni p]xcept however ill very clear cases, the Govern 
nieiit di niaiid has not been enhanced. A main 
ol)ji‘Ct of tlio present settlement is to win back the confidence whicli has 
deservedly been lost. Tlie minds of those zemindars, to whom large 
abatements were formerly allowed, liavc already been set at ease, and 
their leases confirmed up to tlie end of 1848. It appeared, tlierefore, to b(‘ 
impolitic and uu.^afe, c‘X(tept in th<^ few instances alluded to, to endanger 
and unsettle that security which has begun to sliow its happy effecta in 
the abundance of po])uhi.tion and extension of cultivation; and the more 
(^spe(*ially as, in eompari.sim with the risk, the increase would have been 
in.signilieant. 


rilAlTER VII. 




ASSESSMENT OF CALPEE. 

Ill the following retnarks and calculations, I must premise, 


PpiguiMudis spoken 

ol as eotihiilutiMl b) the 
now aiiangement. 


that tlie pergunnalis are always viewed and 
spoken of as constituted by the new arrange- 
ments, in which 10 vill.iges of Calpee have hoen 
tr.insfeiTcd to Huineerpoor ; an<l a considerable portion of Rath, with 
the small pergimnah of Khunda iiUached to Julal{)()or.'^ 

7 * 2 . The asses.sineiit of (^al[)ee in 1800 amounted to little nJ)ov(‘ 
Rupies 70,000 “f* but was gradually increa.st'd 
Toicc.s the assesHiiient of foiirtli settlement, or 181 t, it reachud 

(.\ilpoo.aii<lhh*)\>Btheet- 

lectH of ltd 0:^1101110 pi O.S- Rs. 80.585. Though even upon this taxation 
tlime aeern<‘(l an annual balance exceeding two 
tlKHisaiid rupees, it was rai.sod iu 1810 tolls, 1,15,834, being an increasi' 
of Rupees 25,7 40. This, with little abatemeut, continued to be tlie demand 
for ten veai.s, and notwithstanding its enormous amount the annu;il 
balance <luring that jieriod wnis not niuch above thrive thousand rupees 
Drained at last ot its wealth, the pergimnah refused to yield the revernie, 
with .such facility; and although in 1820, the n.ssossment f(dl to Rupee.s 
1,05,840, the ha, lances iuereasi'd by one-third. So .strongly had the fatal 
seeds of over-asse.ssment now taken rout, that the farther remission m 

1831 of above Rupees 12,000 made no impression, and the annual ba- 
lance increased to Rupees ,5, 0:12. The ninth settlement of 1830, Ihoiiglj 
it 'rave large temporary relief, afforded bnt little ultimate reduction, aii'l 
failed thrreforc to apply the only remedy which could effect a pormiuicnt 
cure. The balance.s iu this setllcinont instead of falling off, hav^e gre^ 

• Till? pei-gunnah boundaries were arranged by Mr. Morgan, (late Settlement 
and my»elf. Mr. Moi^an’s letter, No. dated 17th May, 1811 , and mine, a o. 

dated 5th June, 1841. 


f Virh Appendix C. 
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increased ; they amount to an average of Rupees 1 2,000, or excluding 
the year of famine to above Rupees 7,000. When it is added that there 
are now ten villages held Kkaniy and sixteen, (whose juma exceeds 
one-fourth of that of the whole perguanah,) the property of Government ; 
and that of about fifty, which were depopulated in the late famine, a 
large number are but just inhabited, and a few are still completely deser- 
ted, there needs no further proof of the fearful lengths to which exaction 
has been carried, and of the havoc which succeeding calamities, deriving 
strength from that exaction, have inflioted. 

73. In examining the above details three circumstances deserve to 

be noted. First; the abatements both of 1831 

183G fell far sh^rt of tl.o«e grauted in other 

1831 .ind 1838, much l«aa perguimahs, though the necessities of this were 
tlwn in other perguimaUig. , , 

greater ; its extreme length, perhaj)s, prevented 
any conibinatioii among the laud-holders for withholding (lie revenue 
and forcing a reduction*; and, from its remote situation it lay very far 
out of the general route adopted by the Collectors in their circuits. 

71. Second; hence the present assess- 
is very much higher thau iu Humeer- 
poor, and Julalpoor, as the annexed statement 

\\ill prove. 


Perguuuah. 

Rate per acre on cul- 
tivated area. 

Rate per acre on cul- 
turable area. 

Calpe(*, 

j 2 9 

1 6 4;^ 

Ilntnecrpoor, 

1 1 15 lo" 

1 5 

Julalpoor, 

1 12 9 

1 3 0 

On 3 porgunnahs, ... 

1 15 0 

1 4 0 


75. Third ; notwithstanding this heavier taxation, its soil is poorer 

Third; ami jet the laiKl ia rcsourcos less ahuiidaiit ; tho former 

pooler, .and ita means will appear by a reference to the table in 
' paragraph 77, and the latter from the following 

compari.son. 


Pergunnah. 

1 

Population per 
square mile. 

Population per, 
scpiarc mile ex- 
cluding towns 
of Cal pec andj 
Koonch. 1 

Ploughs to 
the square 
mile. 

i 

Bullocks per 
square mile. 

Pnlpee 

184 

127J 

in.4-5ths. 

208 

75 i 

127| 

111.4-5tb8, 

136 

10 5 6th8. 
I3i 

15| 

20| 


Ihimecrpoor, .... 
J'Jliilpoor,.. 

32 

48 



l42.3-.9thR. 

lC7.7-S>ths. 

m 

34 
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76. I was prepared, from an examination of all these facts, tc 

Large reduotiona were that the assessment must return as low 

therefore anticipat^ed. as that of 1(S06, if not, from the deteriorated 
condition of almost every village, still lower. 

77. A glefnce at the sketch map^ of this pergunnah will give a 

clearer conception of its productive character 
i Kuchar verbal description. Extending scarce- 

ly beyond the banks of the Jumna, its main 
feature is an unusually large proportion of alluvial lands : these form a 
separate class termed Kuchar. The following statement shews the ex- 
tent of Teer and Kuchar ^ as well as of the other soils, compared with 
those of Humeerpoor and Julalpoor : the figures denote the amount per 
cent. 



Tlie Turee and Kuchar of pergunnah Galpee are peculiarly rich and 
fertile, and the rates adopted for them are proportionately high. 

78. The first class villages contain in general a preponderance 

of Mar : but in comparison with the first class 
I^irat class villages. of other perguiiuahs, that of Calpee is decidedly 

inferior, for the Mar is neither of .so rich a description, nor does it Lear .so 
large a proportion to the inferior soils. 

79. To the extreme north-west lies a cluster of villages composing 

. . r •, the talooha of Bliudaik ; these belong almost 

A peculiar species of soil, _ . 

white picinoa, to the north* entirely to the first class. They contain no 

Mar, but the want is more than compensated by 
the presence of soil called white purtaa, which I have met with no 
where else in Bundelkbund. In colour it is white, and its appearance 
betokens a large admixture of lime. In fertility it surpasses Mar, and 
rivals the richest of Kuchar. It is included in the column of Mar in the 
form abov<' transcribed. 

SO. The of Calpee, which is the most prevalent soil, is 

generally poor. In its richer forms and joined 
Second and third classes of Kabur, it constitutes the second class. The 

third class is composed of a very light soil ; it 
lies for the most part in the vicinity of ravines into which the heavier 


• Vidt map No, 1. 
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land has long since been washed down ; it is, therefore, peculiarly liable 
to suffer from any irregularity or deficiency in the rains ; and I have 
adopted for it very low rates, without which, indeed, it is vain to hope 
for its prosperity. 

81. When I came to apply my'dedueed and modifffed rates, 1 found 
that they produced a reduction of twenty thou- 
XI dX;^ sand rupees, that is of above 20 per cent. It 

may be taken as a proof of the enormous over- 
assessment of this unfortunate pergunliah, that the same rates applied to 
Humeerpoor and Julalpoor yield, notwith.standing their superior fertility, 
a result greatly eaxeeding their present assessment. 

Bates fiuaily adopted. determined upon 

were as follows : — 


Class uf villages.. 

j Rent rates on each soil. 


Kubar. 

White 

purwa. 

Common 

purwa. 

P ! 

1 

1 1 

Turee. 

1 

Kuchar. 

Kuchar, 

\ 3 14 

3 4 1 


2 12 

1 8 1 

1 

1 6 0 

4 12 

First, 

4 2 

3 .8 

1 * ® I 

2 6 

1 12 

1 5 4 

4 2 

Second, 

3 10 

3 2 

3 12 

2 2 

1 i ! 

' 4 2 

3 12 

Third 

3 0 

1 2 8 


1 ^ ^ 

0 14 i 

3 4 

0 3 


The deduced revenue rates were formed by the deduction of one- 
thinl from the above, and the same rule was adopted witli regard to the 
other pergunnalis. It is riot necessary, therefore, to give them in detail. 
83. The assessment at these rates is Rupees 73,61 1 ; but 1 found 

Causes of the new ayaess- proceeding witli tlio analytic process that, 
iiieiit being above the partly from the richness of the Knchar, partly 
result of the rates. extent of fallow land which I had good 

reason for expecting to be reclaimed, I could increase the demand with 
perfect safety to Rupeps 76,958, at which therefore the proposed juma 
stands. The former settlement of fourteen villages, hearing an assess- 
ment of Rupees 5,229, has been retained unchanged ; and the state of 
no village in the pergunnah was such as to warrant an increased demand. 

84. The following tabic shew’-s the result 


Table displaying the result 
o£ the settlement 


of the assessment in each class. 
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Juma accord- 
ing to de- 
duced rates. 

Proposed 

juma. 


Rates per acre of 
former juma. 

Kates per acre of 
proposed juma. 

Class of villages. 

t 

S rt 

i a 

t£.2. 

1 

<u 

Q 

On cul- 
tivated 
urea. 

On cul- 
turable 
area. 

On cul- 
tivated 
area. 

On cul- 
turable 
aj-ea. 

. — -iM ^ 

Kuchar, 

First, 

Second, 

Third, 

22408| 

47140 

20240 

3035 

17433 18445 
39107' 41008 
13878, 14881 
29Gt)j 2624 

3903 3 2 9 

C182 2 11 10 

5359 2 5 104 

10111 3 24 

1 12 24 
1 8 11 
1 8 2 
8 84 

2 9 9173 

2 6 1411 5 8 
1 11 10 14 14 

13 10' 6 0 

Total, 

03423 

7344 4j 76968 

16465,2 9 81 6 44 

2 2 4jl 2~'’5 


85. From the excessive depression and exhaustion of this pergun- 
Progresmvo and ^ ^ ^ P^'^- 


tenifMjrary reductions in 
many ca.'sCB neceaiviry. 


gressivc assessineut, and allow at first ample 
relief. The temporary reductions beyond my 
proposed juma amount in the first year to Rupees 13,000 but diminish 
as the term advances. In some villages the ultimate juma is not reach- 
ed for many ye<ars. The fallow lands have been so long out of cultiva- 
tion, and ill some instances are so completely overgrown with the long 
gra«!S called a determined enemy of the husbaiulman's progress* 

that not oven the most sanguine could expect them to be speedily re- 
claimed. That they will ultimately be again brought under cultivation, 
now that the landed proprietors have an interest in the undertaking, I 
have not the slighte.'^t doubt ; but it must be a work of years. In these 
cases there was no alternative between compromising the claims of Go- 
vernment by fixing an unduly low assessment ; or, after having settled an 
ultimate fair and reasonable demand, giving tc'inporary reductions pro- 
portionate to the amount of waste land, and the term of years within 
which it was I’kely to be reclaimed. Of the propriety of adojating the 
latter course, I think there can be no question. 

86. The collections of Calpee must always, from its extreme length 

ColleotionH of Calpee would difficult and expensive management. The 

be facihtat-d by itn an- pergunnal), if it were feasible, should be broken 
nexuro to Jaloun. parts, and annexed, one-half to per- 

gunnah Kuthown, the other to pergunnah Gray, in Jaloun. The advan- 
tages of compact and well-formed divisions would in such case be very 
great ; I speak with regard only to the revenue arrangements ; those ia 
the police department, it is reasonable to expect, would be still greater. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

ASSESSMENT OF HUMEEHPOOR. 

87» A reference to Appendix D, will show an advance in the assess- 
ment of pergunnah Humeerpoor, similar to that 
Financial history of per- in Calpee, crowned in 1816, by an increase of 
Rupees 23,651, But here the resemblance stops. 
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X re-action took place, and each succ(je<Hng settlement surpassed its 
predecessor in the extent of its reductions. In 1821 and 1826, the 
demand was relaxed by above fifteen thousand Bupees ; and the rash and 
precipitate revision of 1831 diminished it still further by Rs. 14,614. By 
the latter settlement, the juma stood at Rupees 79,556, being above 
thirty thousand rupees lower than Mr. Waring’s assessment. That the 
reductions of the eighth settlement in 1831 did at least as much harm 
as good, is evidenced by the increase of the annual balance from little 
above Rs. 7,000, the average of the t?vo past settlements, to Rs. 12,000. 
In 1836, a further concession of ab*ove two thousand Rupees was inade^ 
but being allotted with more prudence, it had far greater effect in restor- 
ing the pro.sperity of the pergummli. Since that time the annual balance 
excluding the year of famine, is below Rupees 3,000. 

88. The aggregate reductions since 1821 amount to Rupees 32,696, 

Great re.luctione latterly reducing the assessment Considerably 

granted j their probable below wliat it over before had been. The tur- 
bulent spirit of the Rajpoot population may have 
forced this excessive decrease. It is not improbable, that the close vici- 
nity of the villages to the Collector, affording their proprietors an oppor- 
tunity of plying and enforcing their claims by unremitting importunity^ 
may have likewise contrilmted to the same end ; and this is the more 
likely, as the majority of the powerful combinations obtained unwonted 
decrease, while the weaker and less threatening communities continue 
still to bear their burdens. I have explained above, why it appeared 
impolitic to raise in general the assessment of the former ; it was therefore 
to be expected that the relief now justly due to the latter would still fur- 
ther diminish the [juvia. 

89. Altliougli the culturable area of Humeerpoor is smaller than 
that of Clapee, yet the amount of land actually 
under cultivation is much greater.* Beyond 

comparison more regulai and compact, it contains none of those barren 
and stony tracts which compose the third class of that pergunnah. The 
great hulk of the villages belong to the first class ; the Mar not only heai'g 
an uncommonly large proportion to the inferior soils, *!• hut is extremely 
fertile ; a certain proof of which may be gathered from the fact that the 
land cultivated with the dl plant amounts to nearly one-tenth of the whole 
cultivated area.}: The second cla.ss is composed almost entirely of 
Kabur and Purwa, the harder and lighter soils, which are at once more 
difficult of cultivation, and more liable to loss from want of rain. The 
Kuchar villages resemble those of Cal pee, but the alluvial lands, especi- 
ahy on the banks of the Betwa, are slightly inferior. 

* Vid^. Appendix G. 

+ Vide Settlement in para. 77. 

+ Vide Appendix H. 


Division into three olaaaea. 
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90. When the peculiar traits of its history are remembered, it will 
not be astonishinj? that the rates noted in nam 

Rent rates and their result. 

grapJi 82, raise the assessment oi Humeerpoor 
from Rupees 77, §00 to Rupees 86,522. The great remissions previously 
granted to some tillages having reduced the general standard of rent rates 
actually levied, I was obliged to go below the rates adopted ^for Calpee, 
and finally determined on the following, which still yield an increase of 
about Rupees 3,500. 


Class of villages. 


Rent rates on 

each soil. 



Mar. j 

IKubar.l 

Purwa. jRakur. 

Turce. 

Kuchar. 

Kuchar, 

3 H 

3 4 

12 8 11 

8 

5 12 

4 

8 

First 

3 14 

3 4 

2 4 11 

8 

6 0 i 

4 

0 

.Second, 

3 8 

2 12 

1 12 1 1 

0 

4 0 1 

3 

6 


91. In affording relief to the depressed villages and somewhat of 
equality to the whole, a decrease of Rupees 7,200 
was incurred. Five estates, which were unusu- 
ally under-assessed, have been subjected to a 
small increase : and the net reduction i*^ thus diminished to Rupees 6,358. 
The following is the result of my arrangements. 


Reeulb of the new settlornent 
detailed. 




1 



1 


Ratos per acre of 

j Rates per acre of 



1 

c« 

B 

•XJ 

a. 1 

o 


Total increase. 


foi ruer juma. 

proposed juma. 

Class of villages. 

Former juma 

Juma by c 
rates. 

4 - 

O 

0) 

3 

o 

Net decrease. 

On cultivated 
area. 

On culturable 
area. 

On CTiltivated 
area. 

(Ll 

1 

3 

3 S 

O u 

3 

O 

Kuchar, 

15740 

' 14881 

.13698 

2475 

433 

2042 

2 4 9| 

11 9 Oj 

|2 0 0l 

1 6 9 

First, 

53791 

58645 

50608 

3596 

41013186 

12 0 Oj 

|l 6 10 

1 14 ll 

14 6 

Second, 

8006 

7539 

6836 

1230 

0 

12301 

1 

1 8 6i 

14 6i 

1 4 lOj 

0 12 4 

Total, .. 

77600 

81066 

71142 

7301 

843 

6458 1 15 10 

15 8 

1 13 2| 

1 3 6 


92. The assessment of eleven villages, bearing a juma of Rupees 

The aaeeeerr.ent of ecveral 12,281, has been retained unaltered, and that of 
villages not altered. at least an equal number but slightly changed. 

93. Progressive settlements have been adopted, as in Calpee, m 
Progressive settlemenu occa- ^very case of necessity. The relief thus granted 

•lonally adopted. in the first year exceeds Rupees 8,000- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ASSESSMENT OF JULALPOOlt KKURELA * 

94. The PerguDnah of Julalpoor Khurela has been an arena, in 

History and present oondi- extreme^ of exaction and 

tion of pergunnah Juki* subsequent abatement have Hben developed in 
poor Khuiela. the widest extent. It is needless, therefore, to 

repeat the story which has been already told ; I will merely refer to 
Appendix E. and remark, that in the present state of the pergun- 
nah, we have all the stages abftve recounted, from the grinding 
over-assessment which has continued unchanged from 1816, to 
the favoured and, now, prosperous instances of excessive abatement 
granted in 1-831. But in dismissing thus briefly its history, it requires 
e.xplanation that the proportion of estates labouring under over-assess- 
ment is very much lai'ger than in IJumeerpoor, and [that their state ap- 
proaches in depression and deterioration to the similar cases adverted to 
in Calpee. No less than twenty-nine villages, yielding a juma of Ru- 
pees 53,525, have gone to ruin and been purchased by Government, and 
fourteen are at present*|- held Kham. It was obvious, therefore, that 
the necessity of a considerable reduction might be anticipated. On the 
other hand, the abatements of the eighth settlement in 1831 appear to 
have been granted with more thau usual rashness: undue limitation of 
the Government demand was therefore more genei'al and glaring than 
hi Hanieorpore. A small increase was to be expected from this quarter. 

95. The original pju’guiinah being in its natural features different 
from the annexations to it towards the south, 
from Rath and Modha, I shall advert to each 
separately. 

96. The broken and barren lands of Julalpoor are not only of a 

wilder character than thf)S(' of Calpee, but cover 

GeneraUppearanco of per- ^ much more extended Surface. Standing on 
gtjnnah Julalpoor. , , r i i 

an eminence by the town of Julalpoor, you may 

look around, and for miles see nothing but the ragged crests of iimu- 
morahle hillocks, from which all trace of vegetation has been swept into 
the ravines that intersect them. The spectacle is striking, and its wave- 
like appearance has been graphically described | as resembling the sea 
in a state of great commotion,” A reference to the classified map will 
display the different classes scattered together in .such extraordinar'y con- 
fusion, that the imagination can scarc-ly supply the various chasms and 
ra.vinos which have occasioned so great a disruption in the original dis- 
tribution of the soils. 

I'wTh^rod^d Khurela the name of this I^rgunnah in accordance with para, 
h of the Reflohibion of Govemmeut, dated 30th October. 1837, quoted in Appendix 

V. of the Settlement Circular. , , • j • i. 

+ That i9 before the arrangments of the new settlement were carried mto effect 

; By Mr. CoUe^tor Pidcock in one of bia aummary reports (mouzah Khuudout.; 


Julalpoor and the annexures 
to it treated of sepa- 
rately. 



B42 


REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF CALPEE PKKGUNNAHS. 


97. The livers Beroan and Purwair run through the pergunnah 

and sever three distinct ranges of Mar, which it is 
• therefore natural to conclude originally extended 
uninterruptedly across. The Eastern range is by 
far the most fertile, and adjoins to the Mar villages of Modha and Soomeer- 
poor. The central and western tracts, as they approach more closely 
to the ravines, are less rich. The whole constitutes the first class, which 
is slightly inferior to that of Hurrieerpoor. 

98. The second and third claeses follow the course of the rivers 

In some of the second class villages, sugarcane 
in the palmy days of the pergunnah, cul- 
tivated on the Purwa lands, wliich . are admir- 
ably adapted to its growth ; but the prostration of their resources has 
compelled the zemindars to discontinue its production, and it has now 
almost entirely ilisappeared. Both of these classes are very poor, and 
bear a strong resemblance to tho.se of Cal pee. The Kuchar villages, 
from the absence of the J iimua, are inferior to those of the other per- 
gunnahs. 

99. The first class villages transferred from Kaath are composed of 

the most fertile Mar, siiqiassing that of every 
three dx^ef perguu.nah but Kooucli. S.igarcane is grown 

to a considerable extent both in them and in 
the .second class : the latter may tlierefore be looked upon as somewhat 
superior to the second class of Julalpoor proper. The water is very close 
to the .surface ; and irrigation in tlie Purwa lands is practicablo, and is 
sorntimes attempted from Kittcha wells ; bntthe scantling of land which 
is really irrigated, rarely exc(ieds the size and charact er of a garden, and 
could not therefore be taken into account in my rates ; though in the 
asse.ssment of individual villages I have adverted to the circumstance, 
and recorded it in rny remarks in the village staieinent.s. The third cla.s3 
resembles that of Julalpoor, and in included iu it. 

100. Towards Kliurela, a new feature in the scenery appears in the 
Small pergunnah of Khurela occasional bills which, corn])o.se<l of liuge masses 

eompoaed entirely of first of rock piled Upon die aiiotljer in strange con- 
clasa villages. fusion, rise like icebergs from tlie plain. The 

Mar land extends with undiminished fertility up b<j their very base : but 
the streams which arise from them have in some places supplanted the 
richer soils: with this exception the small pergunnah of Khurela is 


Annexures from Raath. di- 
vided into three classes. 


equal to the first class of Kaath. 

101. As the first cla.ss and Kuchar villages of Julalpoor resemble 
both in soil and history the same classes m 
Rates applied to Julaljwor, Humeerpoor ; and as the second and third class- 

and the second and third ^ , 

classes of Raath and their es of Julalpoor and Kaath possess the same 
features as those of Calpee ; I applied ter ea-ch 
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respectively tlie rates of those perguiiiiahs. The present junia of ail 
these divisions is Rupees 1,78,327 : and the result of the rates is Rupees 
1 87,401. A large proportion of the villages were, nevertheless, bending 
under grievous over-assessment, and in affording them relief, a reduction 
of above twenty thousand Rupees was unavoidable ; from seven villages 
an increase amounting to Rupees 2,082 has been obtained ; the proposed 
jima therefore stands at Rupees 1,50,612. 

102. To the first class of Raath, I applied the rates of the first 
class of Calpee, which, it will be recollected, ar<‘ 
ys^of^^RVith ^aiid ^tho tho.se of Hunieerpoor, and their 

assessment produced by result is only Rupees 1,344 lower than thf* 
present assessment. The villages, however, of 
this class were, with few exceptions, severely assessed, and had obtained 
little relief since the time of Mr. Waring; as the effects of exaction I 
may note tliat the total juma of the annexations from Raath is Rupees 
G6,000 ; and of these, Government has been compelled itself to pur- 
chase villages yielding above Rupees 21,000. I found, therefore, that a 
further net reduction of Rupees 4,128, beyond the product of my rates, 
was absolutedy necessary. 

103. To pergunnah Kiiureia, I applied the same rates, but witli a 
, , very different result ; its present assessment is 

Katcii applied to pergunnah ^ ^ 

Khurela, and a.saesament Rupees 46,905, and they raise it to Rupees 

deteimmed upon. 04,481, or above 37 per cent. To nccount for 

this extraordinary difference, we must recur to the history of t)ie pergun- 
nah. It was formerly attached to Mohda,, and like it is almost entirely 
composed of Bliyachara villages. The zemindars are Rajpoots, and 
constitute in general a large and bold confederacy, who conceive them- 
selves to he beyond the pale of the usual means of duress, and .scorn the 
threat of a farming lease or a sale. Up to 1816, tlie asse.ssmenl was very 
nearly what it now is ; in that year Mr. Waring raised it to Rupees 
60,350, which, it will be ob.served. is still rnoie than fuur thousand 

Rupees below the product of my rates. This juma continued to be paid 

for the next 15 years, when the zemindars seeing the numeious reduc- 
tions granted elsewhere, held back, and could not be appeased till, in 
1831, the demand was iieduced to its pre.sent amount Here, as in other 
|)ergunnahs, the weakest shared the worst ; and in reducing the demand 
upon several villages still heavily taxed, a iurther reduction of Rupetc"^ 
1,655 could not be avoided. To have increased the a.s.sessment 
would have been most imprudent ; for the small advantage could 
not be put in competition with the hazard of so numerous and determined 
^ set of men throwing up their engagements, setting a tanner at defiance, 
■md in the end mining their e.states. The enormous village of Khurela. 
Rhas (which contains an area of 17, H15 am’os of arable land. 12, .133 ot 
which are vinder c\ihi\alk>ii.) is at present assessed at Riipee> 1 7. -'00; 
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my deduced rates raise it to Eupees 30,415, and yet Mr. Waring nevci 
ventured further than Rupees 22,000. The six thokes of this prodigious 
village will henceforth constitute separate estates, and, if an increase ever 
be advisable, it s^hould be postponed until thase divisions have from long 
habit become femiliar ; and the cord, by being divided, has lost ita 
strength. 

104. The result on the assessment of the whole pergunnah I give 
_ , , below, specifying separately each distinct class 

Result on the whole pergun- ^ 

nah ; and table displaying jNo change has been made m the settlement of 

the proposed assessment, twenty-three villages assessed at Rupees 58,956, 
and in that of a still larger number, but little alteration has been necess- 
ary. The total increase amounts to Rupees 2,732, and has been charged 
upon eleven estates. Temporary reductions have been allowed on the 
same principle as in pergunnah Calpee ; in the first year they amount to 
nearly Rupees 16,000. 



j Rates per acre of Rates per acre of 
former Juma. proposed Juma. 
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105. 'L'ho cin'umstancos of Koonch, which will next come under 
consideration, being greatly superior to those 
of the rest of Bundelkhund, it appears proper 
at this stage of the report to compare the as- 
sessment of the pergunnahs already treated of 
with that of the adjacent districts. The follow^ 
ing statement shows the result with reference to the present revenue of 
Banda. 


Compares the asRer^sment of 
pergunri.ihs Calpee, Hu- 
ineerpoor, and Julalpoor, 
with that of R'lnda, f^nd an- 
noxort table of their* rates. 


Pergunnah j 

1 Rates per acre on former juma. 

1 Rates per acre on proposed juma. 

' On total J 
area. j 

On cul- 1 
turable ' 

1 i 

On culti- 
1 vated area. 

On total 
area. 

On cultur- 1 
able area. | 

On culti. 
vated area 

Calpee, 

Humeerpoor, 

Julalpoor Khurela,. . 

Total, ... j 

! 0 13 5 

1 0 ]5 4 

0 13 10 1 

1 

|l 6 44 

|1 5 3 

'1 3 0 1 

1 

2 9 8 

1 15 10 

1 12 9 

0 11 1 
0 14 0 

jo 12 6 

112 6 
113 6 
1113 

1 

12 2 4 

1 1 13 2 

1 10 1 

0 13 ll§j 

14 0 

1 15 4 

0 12 5 1 1 10 

1 I1I04 

Ratos in Zillah Banda, . . . . .| 

0 14 513 0 

1 11 10 


106. The comparison is gratifying, for it shows a close approxima- 

tion to the assessment of Banda, the modera- 
TherC0mpar,3on „ s^twfac- established by 

the ease of its collection. 

107. T subjoin the general rates of the former and proposed 

assessment of the pergunnahs, which arc under 

Compares rates of former and j^e direct management of the Collector of 
proposed jama in pergun- ® 

nabs Raath, Punwaree, Moh* Humeerpoor. They fall very near to those of 
cia strid Sorneirpooi. Calpee pergurmalis. 

I did not receive these results in time to regulate any of my proceed- 
ings by them : but they show at all events that my demand in the gross 
is not too low •, for the Humeerpoor pergunnahs certainly exceed in fer- 
tility those of Calpee, Humeerpoor, and Jelalpoor; and yet the rate of 
the new juma on the cultivated area of the former is Rupees 1-10-6, 
while ill the latter it is close upon Rupees 1-12-0. 


itAtea per acre on the former juma. ! llatea per acre on proposed juma. 


^ , 1 On culturable I 

On total area. 1 

, On cultivated Ln total area, 
area. 

On culturable I 
area. 

On cultivateil 
area. 

- 0 15 9 ! 14 9 

1 1 15 9 1 0 13 2 

114 

1 10 fi 


* N. B. Th( se rates have been furnished to me by Mr. Allen, although in some instances 
he has not arrived at his final conclusion. It is possible, therefore, that they may yet 
undergo eom * change ; but the difference, if any, will be slight ; and as it will yirobably be 
oji the side <>t iK*(?r<*.Tse. it will only sOv*ngtli«’a the of'n ‘lusioii I have drawn. 
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108. 


ASSESSMENT OF KOONCH. 

1 he treatment of Koonch, as I had reason to observe in the 


...... , second chapter ot tins report^ lias been ouito 

Koonch. uinerent liotn tliat ot the rest of the district. 

Tiie first settlement, made in 1807, fixed the 
demand at Rupees 1,72,517.* In the following year the pergunnah was 
made over to Holcar, but in 1809, bating again restored to our manage- 
ment, its as.sessrnont was raised to Rupees 1,75,929. The two followino- 
revisions of 1810 and 1813 still further increased the juma to Rupees 
1 89,781 ; and in 1816 Mr. Waring, who, had the pergunnah been ours 
would certainly have gone beyond two lakhs and a half, made a com- 
pai-atively moderate settlement at Rupees 2, 16,533. This was but slight- 
ly modified in succeeding years, and the addition in 1837 of Ru^es 
1,214, on account of two resumed Maafce villages, placed it at its present 
amount, Rupees 2,19,2G6. 

109. Koonch contains a mncli Ia!*pfor proportion of J/m' than I have 

Divided into three oWs, '‘•'''-‘'vliere. Ill fractions of one hun- 

^ho .‘several soils range thus ; 3lar 64 J ; 
habiir 26 ; Piirwa 8J ; Hukiir 1 '. The eastern half of the pergunnah 
and a few villages to the extreme wi.-st consist entirely of Mar and com- 
pose the fii-.st class. To the west the soil is principally ‘'Kahiir and Parwa 
and forms the .second clas.s. Occasional villages consist entirely of the 
poorer land and belong to the tliird cla.s.s. There arc no ravines or broken 
ground in the whole pergunnah ; and the .sketch mapf clearly shows 
how the Kabur, and Parun .soils are disposed to run in extensive 
lirui distinct fields, uules.s disturbed by e.vternal violence. 

1 10. Ill most seasons a largo part of the pergunnah enjoys a pecu- 

means ot fertility, which imparts somethin'*' 
gate8i>artofthopciguniiali. tru(;tdymg powers of irrigation. The ter- 

ritory ot Sumtur is raised considerably above 
the level of Koonch, into which therefore its superfluous raiu is poured. 
The flood, oKteiided over several miles, enters to the south-west, and, mov- 
uig in a north-we.sterly direction, traverses the pergunnah. It sweep.s 
uot along as a river, but settl(;s with a wide spread surface on the face of 
the ground, iinpaiting not only moisture, but a rich deposit, and produc- 
ing a most luxuriant rubbee liarvest. This natural irrigation which is 
i-crmed tlie Pow, spreads over perhaps a fifth ora .sixth part of the whole 
perguimali. The land subject to it is, for the most part, included in the 
hrst class ; and I have always given the advantage due weight in esti- 
mating the capabilitie.s, and fixing the revenue, of an estate. It must be 
^^‘olleeted, however, that the benefits of irrigation are .secured only in a 


Vide Apix'iidix F. 


t Vide inap No. IV. 





REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OP CALPEE PERGUNNAHS. 


partial degree ; for any deficiency in the rains* is followed by a corres- 
ponding deficiency, in the flood, which not unfrequently fails entirely. 

111. But, leaving this flood out of sight, the soils of Koonch are 

incomparably superior to the richest of any other 
Extreme fertility of tje soil, . ^nd their rates are in consequence 

from a fourth to a half higher. The crops produced upon the Mar lands 
are so luxuriantly rich, and cover the surface so completely, that you 
may pass from village to village and see no traces of their boundaries, 
no traces even of the division of ihe fields, excepting the road you are 
upon, and that too, sometimes, half overgrown with wheat. The first 
class villages contain an area of 4-t,292 culturable acres, of which only 
2,689 lie fallow and out of 78,966 acres, which is the entire amount 
of arable land in the pergunnah, there are but 8,411 acres uncultivated. 
The great source of the fertility of the soil is its humidity, which is fre- 
quently so great as not to permit of the growth of a Khiireef crop. To 
the same cause may be attributed the comparative absence of the dl 
plant, “t* the roots of which are destroyed by excess of moisture. 

112. With the exception of some Goojers and Thakoors, the village 

communities are composed of Koormies ; and to 

Cultivated principally by acquainted with their industry and skill 

Koormies. . , i . . mi i i i 

in agriculture, this circumstance will not be placed 

last among the causes of ‘the high cultivation of Koonch. They are 
thickly located in every direction, and where they do not posses any pro- 
prietarv right, they arc to be found as cultivators. 

1 1 3. If any thing remained to complete the prosperity of the per- 

gimnah, it may be found in the extensive trade 
Extensive trade carried on carried on in the town of Kooiich ; which num- 

in tbe town of Koonch. . ‘iv 

bers a population of 14,526 persons, including 
3,363 cultivators. It is a principal mart in the traffic of cotton, salt, 
and cloth, and furnishes a ready market for the produce of the Per- 
gunnah. 

114. When we combine with all these advantages, tliose of con- 

fidence and security arising from a uniform, and 
Somewhat equal, assessment ; from the continuance 
its. extraordinary pros- in the hands of its Original owners, who, 

as they have the greatest interest in its prosperity, 
are the most likely to maintain it ; and from the absence of the host of 
speculators, who devastated the other pergunnahs ; we can easily ac- 
count for those marks of fertility, industry and comfort which, standing 
out in strong relief from the effects of surrounding oppression, cannot 
fail to arrest the most casual observer. 


* Vide Appendix Q. 
f Vide Appendix H. 
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115. Still, I am of opinion that the pergunnah is over-assessed, 
j i. 1 . i. u ^ t excessive rate 

The assessment proved to be heavy : first, by , , , 

comparison with that of Cawnpoor. both on the cultivated and cul- 


turable area, at which 
falls, and which considerably 
exceeds tliat of the irrigated 
district of Cawnpoor, and even 
of some of its most fertile per- 
gunnahs. I annex a statement 
instituting the comparison. 

116. Secondly; my rent 
rates, carefully deduced from an extensive induction by personal inqui- 
ry, when applied to the area of Koonch 
of the deduced nitra. produce a considerable decrease, while on the 
contrary I have been obliged in every other per- 
gunnah to go considerably below the rates which were current in it. In/ 
the latter case a part undoubtedly of the low standard of assessment is 
to be attributed to deterioration arising from exaction, and to former 
undue abatements, causes not existing in this pergunnah. But the prin- 
cipal necessity for a lower standard than that of the actual rates is, as 
I have explained above,* tlie uncertainty of the crops. Now, though 
in Koonch this uncertainty is somewhat less than elsewhere, on account 
of the extra ordinar}^ prevalence of the Mar soil, still it does exist, and 
if sufficient allowance be not made for it, the ultimate consequence.^ 
are certainly to be feared. 

117. Thirdly; the signs of pressure are visible. Though the re- 
venue was punctually paid until the famine of 
^'lJr\7p?rgiiunah!*' circumstance aloue must not be 

looked upon a.s conclusive of the easines.s of the 
demand ; for the Koormie population, it is well known, from their pa- 
tient spirit, will continue to pay even when taxed to the utmost verge of 
endurance. In 1834, a balance of above Rupees 24,000 was incurred, 
seven estates were given in farm, and nine private sales effected. The 
drought of 1838 fell upon this pergunnah with fearful severity; the 
crops failed, the dense 'population seemed literally to be swept away, 
and of the whole year’s revenue only Rupees 21,604, or considerably less 
than 10 per cent., was realized. From the effects of this disaster it re- 
covered with such astonishing rapidity, that the revenue of 1839 was 
paid entire. In 1840 and 1841, however, balances have accrued, amount- 
ing respectively to Rupees 4,737, and Rupees 3,463. Besides, during 
the last four years, eleven cases of private transfer, six of sale by order 
of the Civil Court, and one for balances, with ten instances of the farm- 
ing process including two large talooquas, and the impoverishment of the 










District. 

o 


Rate per 
on cultm 
area. 


Rate 

on 

1 

Koonch, .... 

3 1 

9 

2 12 5^ 

Cawnpoor, ... 

2 12 


2 4 8f 


* Vide Chapter, VIII. 



850 


REPORT ON TRE DI^^TRICT OF CALPEK PEUGUNNAHS. 


zemindars of sevenil still flonrishing estates, add to the otlior ])roofs 
of a heavy and somewhat partial demand, the evils of which, if they 
be not correcteii, mnst go on increasing. 

118. On ay these accounts I was prepared not only to admit the 

• decrease occasioned bv my rates, but, if the ne- 

linages upon detailed investiga- 
tion should require, to give up a large portion of 
the increase demanded by Mr. Waring. 

119. The rates which I adopted, and which are based upon the 
average of those current in each class of villages 
are as follows : — 


Rent rates sjiecified. 


Rent rates on. 


Cl-iss of 
villages. 

1 

Mar. 

! 

i 

Kabur. 

Purvva. 

Rakur. 

First, 

o 2 0 1 

:i 1 2 0 

3 0 0 

2 4 0 

Second, 

4 8 0 i 

:i « 0 

2 10 0 

1 12 0 

Third, 

I 

4 0 0 1 
1 

:i 0 0 

1 

2 0 0 

i 1 

14 0 

I 


120. 'riie result, and my tdi-imate demand, will appear from tho 
Table displaying the pro- following table. There were few casas of marked 
posed assessment. under-asscsMuciit ; but a small euhuncemeiit was 

in five instances deemed reasonable. 


former Juma. proposed Juma. 
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121. Iii a few villages, which were in a deteriorated condition, 
T4niporary reductions grant- temporary remissions have been granted for two 
ed in u few cases. qj, three years : in the present season they 

amount only to Rupees 2,000. 


CHAPTER XI 


RENT free land. 


Rent free land. 


122. It remains to state my proceedings in regard to lands claimed 
as rent tiee. In peiguniuih Koonch, they are of 
con.sidorable extent, and the absence of the usual 
Register, drawn out in accordance with the Regulations, rendered any 
proceedings ^\ith respect to them Ic.ss definite than elsewhere. 

1^3. About ten years ago, a list of existing Maafee tenures was 

Wl,ai lands imvo boon re- , by the Kanoongoes, and I obtained 
leas^ ponding regular iii- through you the permission of the Sudder 
vestigauon. Board,* to look upon it as fiir as possible in the 

light of the regular Register. Land entered in it has been released till 
fui’tljer investigation ; and moreover every portion of ground, to which 
claim is laiil by virtue of simnuds or other received evidence, has been 
continued exem})t fiom as'^essmont. A book including this class of 
Maafee has been drawn up, and may be looked upon as a complete regis- 
ter of the lands which will fall under the cognizance of the special 
Deputy CoU'*' i >r. 

124. Besides these, all patches of ground under ten beeghas, regis- 

tei(Ml or unregistered and found in the bond Jid^ 

“ertc!,uaiti:;.Su-! of needy M.afeedars have been upcon- 

ditionally exempted. The rule of release has, in 
this instance, boon aottMl upon in the widest construction, except in singu- 
lar instances, as when the Maab^edar was himself the Zemindar, or some 
wealthy individual who stooil in no manl of the forbearance of Government. 

125. All other laud represented as rent free was utterly devoid 
of any claim to the title. It consisted chiefly 
of those pm'tions of their estates, which tbo 
Zemindars either in gift or in return for some 

service or valuable cousuleratioii, struck off their rent-roll ; and was fre* 
quently in the possession of the village bard, the washerman, the gold* 
smith, the bai ber, or other menial of the Zemindar. This was strictly 
the Kkalsafi of Government, and as such has been brought under assess, 
ment. A portion of it, (of considerable amount in Pergunnah Calpee,) 
had been already formally resumed by the Collector. _ 


Whnt ’’ ftafee laiidd licivcbeti^ 
rcsuu.ed. 


Con, 21st September 1843, Nos. 76 and 77. 
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126. It being the desire of Government to exercise all leniency 

towards the holders of resumed Maafee, who 

Resumed lands settled with ^yould otherwise be reduced to extreme poverty, 
grsat leniency. ‘ *' 

I have adopted a plan of assessment some^ 
what similar to that followed iu Cawnpore. From 4lie gross rental 
calculated at the rates alreaty noted» one-third lias been remitted to the 
Maafeedar ; and one sixth has been allotted to the 
Result of the assessment. jg pay the remaining half to 

Government. In Calpee, tlie soil being poorer, while tiie rates are 
higher, than in other pergunnahs, the calculation has been made on a 
Btill more moderate scale. The result of the assessment is as follows • 


Pergunnah. 

1 

Cultura- 

1 ble area. 

1 

Cultivat- 
ed area. 

1 

Govt. 

Juma. 

Bates per acre. 

On cultu-j On culti- 

rable area vated area. 

1 1 

Calpee, 

1 

1432 

1097 

1452 

1 0 2 

1 5 2 

Humeerpoor, 

109 

177 

291 

17 4 

1 10 3 

Jel ilpoor Khurela, . . . 

738 

707 

1185 

1 9 8 

1 10 9 

Koonch, 

j 

1228 

! 

1198 

2402 

2 0 1 

1 

1 

2 0 10- 

^Total, ... 

3397 

3179 

1 5390 

1 7 11 

1 11 1 


127. The Government demand upon the patches of imresumed 
Maafee has been fixed according to the same 

The Government demand on . ^ t • 

the unresumed Maafee set- computation, SO that ii subseiiuentiy claimocl no 

tied on the aame principle, regarding its settlement can occur. In 

Koonch 6,397 acres have, excepting 3 entire villages, been released pend- 
ing investigation, the Government juma upon which amounts to no less 
than Bupees 18,719. 


CHAPTER XIL 


ON THE GENERAL SETTLEMENT. 


128 The financial results of the settlement in the 4 pergunnahs, 
Ke.dt,omegcuer.l«ttle. the resumed Maafee, will appear in 


mat 


the following statement 
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* Resumed Maafee is included in the area, which will account for the rates beifig 
slightly lower than in previous statements. 

t Vide appendix B. 
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129. It is curious to observe how near the proposed assessment is 

Prop<wed «Be«.ment com. to tfiat of 1806 and 1807.* The difference may 
pared with that of 1806 be regarded as almost nominal, if we recollect 
and 1807. former includes the of many vil- 

lages which have from time to time been resumed. The*re venue of 1806 
and 1807 may have been unduly light with regard to the comparatively 
prosperous state of the country at the time ; but that of 1842 is undoubt- 
edly not below what its present condition warrants us to demand. 

130. A revision at the close of tlie proposed settlement will probab- 

ly, (if one can speculate on a prospect so dis- 
Probable necessity for a tant,) be far more necessary than in the districts 
pro^wd^Mttleme^.^^ to the north of the J umna. For, in the first place, 
the calamities of over-assessment and famine 
^lated ^ deteno- prostrated many estates so completely that 

it is almost impossible to tell what their ultimate 
capabilities may prove : and in the second, even if their ultimate capa- 
bilities were known, the uncertainty whether the mea^sures now adopted 
to secure a reaction and restoration will produce their full effect, or from 
untoward circumstances be only partially successful, would render it un- 
safe fully to adjust the prospective demand according to the expected 
complete development. If the benefits now anticipated in extension of 
cultivation, increase of population, and accumulation of capital, be in 
such instances fully realized, it will l>e but fair for Government to claim 
its just share in the advantages which have resulted from its own forbear- 
ance and moderation. 

131. The contemplated revision should have especial reference to 

the under-assessed villages, the taxation of which 

With reference to under- been increased, or increased only in 

asseBsed estates. 

a liniited degree. Of this class the most remark- 
able examples are to be found in the small pergimnah of Khurela; there, 
the nature of the tenure, (to which further allusion will be made below,) 
IS Bhyachara, and the brotherhood of the several villages are banded in a 
league together against the admission of a farmer or purchaser. But an 
increase, which in the present aspect, it would he hazardous to demand, 
may, there is little doubt, be easily imposed at the expiration of the set- 
tlement : the arrangements which have now been adopted for breaking 
up those extensive confederacies, will in the lapse of so many years be- 
come confirmed ; and will have imparted their appropriate effect to the 
measures of duress which must be resorted to in case of recusancy and 
tlefault. 

132. In the remarks appended to the village statements, 1 have, in 


Juma of 1806, .. . Ra. 5.98.123. 


Juma of 1807, Ra. 5,98, 216. 
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individual eases, noted tny sentiments regarding 

I: provable expediency and extent of the eu* 

noted ill the village hancedient In adtiitioi) to those, it is possible 
sUDements. , ^ , , , . , , \ 

, that some estates, vvlncli are now deemed to be 

reasonably assessed, may so improve with the renovated condition of the 

district as to alFord iiicreisoi profits, in which it may be right that Gov- 


ernment should participate. 

133. I cannot conclude this subject without observing that the 
augnieiitaVion of the revenue of Bundelkhnnd 
lauton’Tn' attended with unusual caution 

haticinv? th< revenues of and delicacy. Inc.'^pahle of irrigation, the coun- 

Buudelkhuud. ^ ^ i i i 

try must alway.s remain entirely dependent on 
the variations of the seasons ; and by the irregularities of its surface, shut 
out from the tilessings which the canal of tlic Dooab is about to shower 
almost witliin sight of its parche<l land. It sliould therefore be treated 
with the utmo.st leniency and gentleness ; and, since the cif'aniities of 
drou ht lud famine can by no ingenuity be warded off, every aii.ingement 
shouhl be adopted for depriving tliein of their severity and alleviating 
their distressing effects. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

SEVERE FAMINES. 

134?. On reviewing the numerous settlements which have been 
made from time to time, and the fluctuations 
Moderation of the proposed -which distinguish each from its predecessor; 
for the hope of its per- some misgiving may arise as to the probability 
manence. reported remaining inviolate for 

so long a period as the third of a century. ’ If, however, the preceding 
remarks have succeeded in demonstrating its reasonableness and modera- 
tion, they must in the same degree have imparted a well-founded con- 
fidence of its ability to stand the test of all the changes and contingencies 
of thirty years. 

135. Exception must of course be made to those severer dispensa- 

, , ^ tions of Providence, in which the scanty produce 
Usual B3^3tem adopted on n A U 

the occurrence of severe yielded by the earth barely sutnces lor the sun* 

famine. sistence of those who till it. When remissions 

are granted on such emergencies, the usual plan adopted has been to call 

on the Tebsildars to furnish detailed estimates of the produce of the 

year, and upon them to found a limited demand. This system gives full 

scope to the malpractices and intrigue of the native officers, who on 

such occasions are found to attend to their own interests as much as to 

those of Government or the people. The remissions granted in this dis- 

trict, iatho drought of 183 Is were most liberal: bub it is proved that 
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they greatly failed of their effect through the gross venality of the subor- 
dinate authorities.* 

136. Now, whether we look to the extreme focility with which 

, , .... , such trans *ci ions can be carried on, without ex- 

Disadvantages of this plan, , • _ » v v? , 

and possibility of attain- citing Suspicion ; or to the exti^me dilhculty ot 

ing a better. obtaining proof sufficient for conviction, when 

they have reached our ears ; or to the irresistible temptation to indulge 
in them which must overwhelm most natives from a combination of both 
these circumstances ; the more desin^ble docs it appear to procure some 
standard which we can use in place of their opinion. And it is 
obvious that it would be more for the advantage ot Govcinment, iu 
niaking use of such a standard, occasionally to en a little too tar on the 
side of remission ; tlian, by trusting to the na!ivo officers, to make them 
sharers in benefits intended sohdy for its suffering subjects. For, in the 
last case, the reductions, to produce an effi-‘ct ecpial to tliose in the first, 
must include a separate 'charge, that of corruption : which, if they do not 
include, as the native officers will seldom let go tlieir pi iz ^ the result 
will be the ruin, in a greater or less degree, of tlie country affected. In 
the first case, again, even if the abatement lx* greater tlian the occasion 
calls for, still all of it is applied to its proper object, and at the worst can 
never fail of benetitting tliose for whom it is intended, of waading off the 
effects of fiiniine, and of adding to the prosperity of the country. 

137. A standard such as that alluded to al)Ove, it is pos.^hlo to ob- 

tain in Bundelkhund. Want of rain affects each 
Basis of a new proposal. different soils, in a different degree, and, 

as the classification of tlu' villages is based on that of the soils, it follows 
that the diffu-eiif class.^s of villages are affected by drought in a manner 
that can he previously ascertained. Uj[)on this priii<*iple, I have with 
great care prc*pared a scale by a c«>llation of statements fiom the Ka- 
noongoes, Teh>ildars, aiid other experienced Officers and intelligent na- 
tives ; and though, of course, I cannot pretend that it is perfect, I am 
certain that it appio.xi mates to the real effects which accompany the 
different degrees of drought. 

138. Whether the particular famine to which the standard is to be 

applied, belongs to the first, .second, oi' last degree 
Further exFaius it and an- iutensitv, must be judged of by the Collec- 

neiies a Uble of limited . *. i.'U 

d(jinaud which might be tor ; and it will often happen that while one 

adopted in lamiuea. pergunnah or even division of a pergunnah. is 

affected by one degree, another may be affected by a ilifferent. It would 
be most desirable that the record of meteorological phenomena^ obtained 
from the observations of the raiugauge (directed iu the Board s h ourth 

* Vida Mr. Collector Pidcock'a Report, December 14, 18S5, iu which their corrupt and 
^^lahous proooedinga are detailed at length. t 
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Circular to be erected in every Tehseeldaree and Thanna,) should be 
placed parallel with the effects of. indifferent years on the produce of the 
soil ; and that their mutual bearings, in each of the different gradations 
of famine, should be correctly ascertained. iSuch an induction of facts 
might thus be secured as to reduce to an almost infallible rule both the 
general principles on which remissions should l)e founded, and the mode 
of their application in particular seasons and places. Meanwhile, I beg 
to suggest whether it would not be more politic, in a country so liable to 
severe drought, to adjust remissions according to the following scale, than 
to trust to those unconnected estimates of the Tehseeldar, which not only 
are founded on no uniform rule, but give birth to many evils and abuses. 


Class of villages. 

Demand per cent, on the Government Jurna. 

In a drought of 
moderate in- ' 
tensity. 

1 

1 

In a drought of 
great intensity. 

In a drought 
of extreme in- 
tensity. 

Kuchar, 

84 

50 

22 

First, 

80 

50 

18 

Second, 

70 

35 

12 

[ 

Third, 

60 

24 

7 


139. Two remarks must be here made. The volume of the JTumua 
is not invariably affected by drought, or in pro- 
‘^irthrLch” ’ portion to it ; for it depends on the fall of rain 

beyond the country. But, when the stream flows 
unabated, the fertilityof the turee lands is unimpaired ; their value, in- 
deed in scarcity is increased by the rise in prices. In this instance an ex- 
ception would be made from the scale, and remissions would be granted 
only in proportion to the cultivated area which was beyond the influence 
of the river. The case here supposed would be a matter of notoriety, — 
not such as could be garbled and concealed from a Collector who should 
avail himself of ordinary inquiry ; and the measurement papers would 
render it diflficult for the native officei*s to mislead regarding the portion 
of an estate which should be subject to the rules of remission, and that 
which should not. The tributaries of the Jumna are less independent on 
"the local rains, and I appr^end that the scale would apply with 
correctness to the villages on their banks, 
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Secondly : A totoX suspension of rain, if such should occur, ought 
undoubtedly to be followed by a total suspension 
«««pension of demand : I again except the Kuchar villages, 
from which, if the flood were noj much diminish- 
ed, a demand of one-tenth might even in such seasons ^e made. If in 
like manner, after total suspension of rain in the regular season, a fail of 
some duration should occur in the month of December, the produce of 
the first class villages would justify the collection of a similar proportion. 
These observations are introduced chidly to show that the general adop- 
tion of the scale would, in no wise, interfere with particular instances in 
which the Collector recognized peculiar and extraordinary grounds for 
departing from it. 

140. The scale for Koonch would, from the preponderance of Mar 
Scale adapted to Koonch. and the humidity of its soil, vary thus : — 



Demand per cent, on the Government Juma. 

Class of villages. 

In a drought of 
moderate in- 
tensity. 

In a drought of 
great intensity. 

1 

In a drought 
of extreme 
intensity. 

First, 

8G 

G4 j 

22 

Second, 

80 

52 

I 

16 

Third, 

72 

1 

j 42 

12 


141. But the arrangement would exhibit a serious defect were it to 

^ , make no provision for the ryot. The first class 

KemiBBions should be allowed ^ ^ • 'i r -ar 

to the ryots on a similar villages are not composed entirely of Mar, nor 

principle. entirely of Eakur ; and as the produc- 

tive power of each field depends, not so much on the class of village, as 
on the species of soil, the latter must regulate the demand. I propose, 
therefore, that the same indulgence granted to the zemindars should be 
extended by them to their ryots ; that they should be instructed to collect 
according to the annexed table, and that no claim beyond it should be 
upheld in a summary complaint. 


Vol.II. 109 
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c 

Soil. 

Demand per cent, on the rent usually payable 
by the ryot. 

In a drought of 
moderate in- 
tensity. 

In a drought 
of great in- 
tensity. 

In a drought 
of extreme 
intensity. 

1. Mar, 

87 

65 

23 

2. Kabul, 

75 

38 

16 

3. Punva, 

70 1 

30 

14 

4. llakur, 

1 

48 

17 

5 

5. Turee, 

i 100 

i 

72 

35 

6. Kuchar, 

I 92 

53 

t 22 

1 


142. The observations in paragraph 139 apply to the 1st, 5th, and 

Gth, soils ; and especially to the Turee, the rents 
Exceptions. Stream is full, need 

not be abated. 

143. The subject being one of difficulty, it is with great diffidence 

that I put forth the above remarks. It cannot, 
Advantages of the proposed however, be doubted, that the principle is a just 
one, and if judiciously set in operation, would be 
attended with inestimable benefits. In addition to the advantages of 
security and confidence and the exclusion of bribery, there is another, 
scarcely inferior, which I think would be secured. When collection is made 
of every farthing which can be extracted, the proprietor has no object in 
avoiding, to the utmost of his power, the effects of the drought ; his con- 
stant aim is rather to depreciate his village, that he may gain a greater 
abatement ; but, if the demand were uniform and fixed, this indifference 
would be supplanted by all the inducements of self-interest ; his mind, set 
at ease as to the amount to be exacted, would turn with vigour towards 
the preservation and improvement of his estate : in a word, instead of 
cavilling about remissions, he would make the most he could of a 
bad season. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROCEEDINGS AND REMARKS. 


SECTION I. 

PREPARATION OF THE RENT ROLLS. • 


Supplementary proceedings. 

145. 

Ilent rolls how prepared. 


1 44. I hasten to draw this report to a close 
by noticing a few supplementary proceedings. 
The rent rolls, or asameewar jumahundees are now under 
preparation. They are drawn out by the proprie- 
tor in the usual manner, with a specification of 
the rent of each field; and are carefully published throughout each village 
and explained to the ryots. Every excu.se of the latter is heard, and when 
they and the zemindars do not in any instance of themselves come to 
terms, the case is committed for decision to a punchayut of respectable 
persons. As a recognition of the correctness of each item, and to prevent 
collusion, the signature or mark of the cultivator' is entered in the 
margin. A number of rent rolls thus attested have already passed under 
my inspection, and afford satisfactory evidence, not only of the justness 
of the Government demand, but of the reasonableness of the rents 
claimed by the zemindar. 

1 46. The vast extent of arable land which lies waste, renders it 

a matter of most pressing importance that 
*’ brS"ng Undo* inducements should be held out for bring- 

ing it under the plough. I have accordingly 
pievailed on the zemindars to embody a provision in the rent roll speci- 
fying a low and progressive rent for reclaimed land, and binding them- 
.^'olves to continue possession to the reclaimant at reduced rates. The 
general rule adopted by them is to fix a demand, commencing at from 
two to four annas in the rupee of the amount usually charged for similar 
soil, and to limit the ultimate rent an eighth or two annas in the Rupee 
lower than the full rent otherwise claimable. Wherever portions of 
uncultivated land were sufficiently marked, and the quality of the soil 
sufficiently known, the precise rent calculated on the same piinciple is 
entered by the zemindar ; but in the most masse.s of fallow land, this was 
not feasible ; and then the only resort wsis to the general declaration. 
It is reasonable to anticipate that cultivation will receive an increased 
impulse from this arrangement ; which, if it be properly supported in the 
flecision of summary suits, will inspire confidence and secure to the cul- 
tivator a powerful motive to industry and exertion. 

147. A copy of the rent roll of each village will be placed in the 

Copi^ofthe^nt^llspUced Tehseeldaree. and will always be open 
in the Tehseeldareea and tion. A second copy Will be entrusted to one OT 
committed to the ryots. principal ryots, or to tbc individual selected 

by tbe rest for that purpose. 
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SECTION II. 


PERIOD AND AMOUNT OF INSTALMENTS. 


Period of Rubbee collection 
perhaps too late. 


1 48. Tho iJew system of collections, by not forestalling the cultiva- 
tor in the realization and disposal of his crops, is 
a boon of great importance to Bundelkhuud, 
where the enormous rate of interest arms the 
injustice of an opposite course with peculiar severity. It is dangerous 
however, on tho other hand, to move off the period of demand too far from 
the gathering in of the crops ; for such is the improvidence of the people 
that they are prone to squander in the interval the money they have 
realized. In this point of view, it appears questionable whether the 1st 
of* May and the 1 st of J une be not somewhat too late for the collection of 
tlie Government dues upon the I'uhhee liarvest, which from the ab- 
sence of irrigation is at a very early period ripe for the sickle. 

149. The evil has been aggravated by the irregularity of the instill- 
ments, which frequently involved a large exac- 
tion when the soil yielded little, and but a small 
demand at the period of the real harvest. At 
the request of the Collector, I have furnished him >Xrith a new table, in 
which the instalment for every village has been determined by a state- 
]nont of the crops, actually cultivated in the year of measurement, tested 
by an estimate based on the nature of the different species of soil. The 
amount of each demand will thus correspond with the produce of the 
harvest ; and both zemindar and ryot will be delivered, as far as possible, 
fioin the ruinous necessity of advancing, from the funds of their bankers, 
tlie rovcniio of Government. 


New table of inatahnents haa 
been drawn out. 


SECTION III. 

POLICE AND PUTWARREE E.STABLISHMENT. 

150. The village police has, in conjunction with the Magistrate, 
been carefully revised and settled. The previ- 
aud remuneration was irregular in the 

money ; now solely in the extreme. lu pergunuah Koonch, support was 
afforded almost solely by an allotment of land ; 
inJelalpoor Khurela, chiefly by money payments; and in Calpee and 
Humeerpoor, partly by the one, partly by the other. In the subjoined 
statement are detailed the expenses of the zemindars under the old sys- 
tem : the land is valued at its supposed rent, estimated by the zemindars 
themselves ; and the return may be relied on as, in the main, correct. 
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Pergunnah. 

* 'V 

In land. 

f 

1 In money. 

I . . 

Total. 

Cal pee, 

1302 

1 1^99 

3201 

Humeerpoor, 

612 

1 1 1421 1 

1733 

Jelalpoor Khurela, ... 

398 

1 5691 

6089 

Koonch, 

5672 ; 

[ 200 

5872 

Total, 

7981. 

1 8911 

16895 


The advantages of a money, over a land, allowance, considerable every- 
where, are in Bundelkhund of extraordinary importance ; for there a year 
of scarcity, under the latter system, deprives the village watchman of his 
subsistence and independence, at the very season when the disorganiza- 
tion of the society and increase of crime most require that he should bo 
constant and vigilant at his post. A money remuneration has, therefore, 
invariably been fixed : it will be colleated with the revenue and disbursed 
through the Magistrate. 

151. The general rule has been to allot to a village not exceeding 

, , , fifty houses, one chowkeedar and one Khubur^ 

Number and salary detailed. -i .1 r. 1 

ru88an f the former at thirty six, the latter at 

from twelve to eighteen rupees per annum, according to the distance of 

the Thannah. In larger villages the establishment is stronger generally 

in the proportion of a chowkeedar or assistant chowkeedar to every 

fifty houses : the assistant chowkeedar receives according to the extent 

and resources of the village from twenty to thirty rupees per annum. 

The following table shows the number and salary of the village police in 

each pergunnah, and the proportion the latter bears to the new Juma. 


Pergunnahs. 

Detail of 
village police. 

Salary. 

Rate per cent, of the po- 
lice expense on the new 
Juma. 

Number of Chow^- 
keedars. 

1 

2 

W . 

1*2 

1 ^ 

Of the Chow'kee- 
dars. 

Of the Khubur-rus- 
sans. 

Total 

Calpee, 

132 

83 

4300 

1258 

5558 1 

7.088 

Humeerpoor, 

90 

40 

3044 

688 

3732 

5.224 

Jelalpoor Khurela 

282 

108 

1 9382 

1716 

11092 

4.419 

Koonch, 

169 

75 

5582 

1 1157 

1 .. . 

6739 

8.823 

Total 

673 

806 

22308 

1 4819 

27127 

4.592 


* The village meseenger, who supplies the place of the Goreit or Bullahir. 
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* Pergunnah. 

Rr..tti per cent, of the 
police expense on the 
ijew .Tiuna 

Suiiieirpoor, 

^ 4 565 

Mohda, 

5 001 

Raath, ' 

6 257 

Punwarree 

1 7 679 

On the whole,... . 

1 6 113 t 


The rate per cent, on the jiima appears to be large, but the state- 
ment noted ill tlie margin* will show 
that it is somewhat less than in the 
Humeerpoor Pei gunnahs. This heavy 
expenditure (greatest in Pergun- 
nah Cal pee on account of the strag- 
gling position and comparative ster- 
ility of its villages,) must not be 
•overlooked in considering the decrease 
granted in the present settlement : for a considerable portion of it is an 
entirely new charge upon the landed proprietors. 

152. The mode of paying the Putwarrees was equally irregular 
with that of the chowkeedars. But the same 
"^'jections to a remuneration in land did not 
exist in their case ; they are besides a body of 
great influence, and of a character superior in general to those of the 
Dooab. I did not, therefore, find it necessary to interfere with the ar- 
rangements existing betwixt them and the zemindars. The latter, how- 
ever, have noted in the Khewut the sum which they consider 
equivalent to tlie Putwarree’s present receipts ; so that in ca.se of com- 
plaint before the Collector, there will be none of the difficulty formerly 
experienced in fixing the Putwarree’s pay according to a standard wliich 
fluctuated with the extent of cultivation, and vaiied with the size of tlie 
beegah of each village. The Putwarree register has also been carefully 
revised in accordance with the Sudder Board’s rules. 


SECTION IV. 

GOVERNMENT ESTATES. 

153. 1 have already, in several places, alluded to the number of 

Government villages; ex- Government villages in the disti ict. The history 
plains the manner in jg nearly alike. Tho Government 

of estates become such. demand wa.s SO overwhelming that the zemindars 
soon fell into abject poverty, and either parted with their estates, or 
vSiiflered them to be let in farm. In some cases they passed through many 
hands and un<lerwent several sale.s, but at last they lost all marketable 
value, and, as no other purchaser appeared, Government was itself 
obliged to buy them. I know not of one case among the whole, in 
which such a course of events originated except in the intolerable 
oppression of extreme exaction. The original assessment of these villages 
(fifty-one in number) before the system of enhancement commenced, was 
Rupees 81, 594 ; Mr. Wanng’s Settlement in 1816, raised it to Rupees 

t Note ; Vide, Note to Para : 107, page 63. These rates may also undergo some small 
alteration before Mr. Allen completes his settlement. 
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1, 26, 04*7 ; their present junia is Rupees 79,367, the proposed ultimate 
juma, Rupees 72,327, and the demand for the present year Rupees 
61,290. These bare facts convoy, perhaps, a more striking impression 
than any detailed account of. their past history an^d present condi- 
tion. * 

154^, The proprietors having been treated with great harshness 
and severity, and the present arrangements being 

Steps taken to restore them in general any tiling but favorable to the 
to their original pjoprie- . xtji jx 

tors. interest or Government, 1 addressed to you a 

letter on the 24th of July last,* recounting the 
evils of the present system and the benefits that would ensue frOrn a 
restoration of all the (istates to their original proprietors, and begging 
that the sanction of Government might be obtained for this purpose. In 
reply, I was authorized to admit the ousted zemindars, and directed 
when the proceedings should bo completed, to furnish a list of the 
villages restored. The list will be found in the Appendix, “f* and that 
no doubt may exist of the previous over-assessment of each individual 
estate, I have added columns containing the juma of 1816; and the 
present and proposed assessme^nt. 

In the seventh paragraph of my letter it was mentioned that the 
old balances would bo demanded cither in whole or part. On further 
reflection the idea was abandoned. It would have been inexpedient 
to load the zemindars with a heavy burden at the outset ; it would have 
been unjust to demand arrears on an assessment, of which the oppressive 
severity is confessed by the very act of rc'’tc)ration, besides, that in a 
protracted exclusion, a heavy punishment has already been inflicted. 

* Copies 
No. 60. 

To R. LOWTHER, Esquirk, 

Commissioner, 

Allahabad. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to draw your attention to a great number of villages, which in the Calpoe 
district belong to Government ; they amount in the Pergunuah of Calpee to 22, and in 
that of Jelalpoor to 24. They have been acquired by Government partly by purchase ou 
account of balances, and partly by decree of Court grounded on the absence of the Proprie- 
tors. These estates are managed some of them by Kham Tehseel ; some of them by farmers ; 
of the latter no less than twenty -one are held by the former proprietors and in a very large 
number the ancient divisions of Thokes and Puttees and the old customs and rules in the 
sub-division and collection of the revenue are continued unbroken. 

2. It appears to me that in many instances such estates might advantageously be res- 
tored to their original ownei's. I would however except all those whose former misconduct 
at once required exemplary punishmeut and precluded any hopes of amendment. The re- 
mainder, I am of opinion, ought to bo admitted for the following reasons, 

3. I. They were in many cases hardly treated ; of some villages the assessment was so 
^igh, as to have been afterwards reduced by one-half ; of others the balances were the result 
rather of years of drought than of any unwillingness on the part of the Malgoozars. 


f Appendix K. 
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1 55. The restoration will, I am per.suade<l, be as much fraught with 

Tegtimony of Mr. Collector advantage to Government, as it was demanded 
Pidcock to the character in justice to the original zemindars. Kegarding 
of the old Zeramdara. character of the latter, Mr. Collector Pidcock 

who had every o]fportunity for forming a correct judgment, states, “ that 
he had ever found them the best Malgoozars ; that he never met with a 
people so well disposed, so anxious to discharge all the legal demands made^ 
against them, so simple and inoffensive, and so ready at all times to attend 
to the wishes of the European fun<5iionaiies placed over them.*' ** Their 
estates,” he writes again, “ have been ruinously over-assessed ; they have 
continued year after year to pay an all-absorbing assessment, and at last 
when nothing else was left them they have been deprived of their estates. 
But most of their speculative successors, although supported by extensive 
capital, have been forced to give way, and the Collector has found after 


4. II. These estates are now held at a great disadvantage, the system of Kham 
Tehseel, however successful elsewhere, seems to be ill-suited for Bimdelkhund, where the 
turbulence of the zemindars requires the most vigorous measures, the most unbending de- 
cision. When such a village is given in farm to a stranger it most frequently happens that 
unable to contend with the unwearied opp^^isition he receives, the contractor retires from the 
confest, and disappears. In either case it cannot be expected but that serious losses must be 
incurred by Government. I need not insist on the impropriety of allowing the farmer to be 
one of the old proprietors ; the Board have justly characterize<i such a measure to be a mere 
fraud upon Government. 

5. III. If the old zemindars are re-placed, it will be their interest to improve their 
villages, which at present they often leave uncultivated. 

6. IV. The ancient landed tenures would be restored, and instead of a hindrance 
would act as a help to the collections. 

7. V. The whole balance or such part of it as should be deemed just and reasonable 
would of course be demanded; and there is little chance of obtaining it from any but the 
original proprietors. 

8. I beg the favor of your laying these remarks before the Board, that in the event of 
their approval, I may obtain the sanction of Government to restore to their former zemin- 
dars, should they not have been ejected on account of their contumacy, such estates as 
have been purchased and are still possessed by Government. 

CaXptt, Settlement Office^ ) T have the honor to be, Ac., 

Cawnpoob, > W. MUIR, 

The 25th July, 1841. ) Settlement OjSHcer. 

<Copy.) 

No. 269. 

To The Commissioner op 4th or Allahabad Division. 

Sir, 

I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 270, dated the 26th ultimo, 
with its enclosure, which is returned herewith, and in reply to inform you that the Sudder 
Board of Revenue, North Western Provinces, authorize the re-admission of the ousted Zemin- 
dars of the Calpee Division in all cases of ejectment caused by distress, pressure of demand 
or other cause than wilful misconduct. A report accompanied by a list mutt be sulnnitted 
for each pergnnnah when the arrangements are oompleted. 

2nd. lie Board request that similar orders may he issued with respect to Humcerpoor. 

Sudder Board of Bevenue, N, W. P., ) I have the honor to be, Ac., 

Allahabad* H. M. ELLIOT, 

The ISth of Auguetf 1841. ) Secretary. 
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all that the Government interests are most closely connected with those 
of hereditary landholders.”* If fairly treated, I am convinced that they 
will not belie these encomiums. 

SECTION V. 

' BHYACHARA VILLAGES. 

1 56. The Bhyachara tenure, which prevails widely over Bundel- 

klmnd, acts* as a constant impediment to the 
collections. An extensive brotherhood is res- 
ponsible for the revenue, formidable as well from 
their determined bearing as from their numbers. Their property and 
their responsibility are divided amongst them according to conventional 
rules, which though accurately defined have hitherto been unknown to 
the Collector. When one sharer, either from inability or contumacy, held 
back his quota of the J uma, it was a ready signal for the rest to follow 
his example ; and it became a business of serious difficulty io enforce the 
demj^nd. The real defaulters escaped among the crowd, who of course all 
shrunk back ; and the last resort used to be the approach of the Tehseel- 
dar or Peishkar, or more frequently the appointment of an Aineen, whose 
salary only added to the aiTears. I could specify many villages assessed 
with extreme leniency, w'hich, merely from the intricacy of the tenure 
backed by the number and boldness of the Zemindars, were held to be 
severely burdened. 

157. The enormous extent of many of these estates added to the 

Aggravated by the prodi- ^ conception of their extraordi- 

gious extent of many of nary areas can scarcely be conveyed without a 
few examples. Mouza Putara, in Pergunnah 
Humeerpoor, contains 9,394*, acres ; it is divided into twelve hehrees, 
and fifty -seven puttees; and the number of its Putteedars is one 
hundred and fifty-seven. Each Behree will in future constitute a sepa- 
rate Muhal. Goindee, in Jelalpoor, is another famous Bhyachara estate; 
its area is 1 2,033 acres, and it numbers 395 Putteedars ; it has now 
been divided into eight villages. But the most remarkable of all the 
Bhyachara villages is Khass ; its area is 18,260 acres, (being no 

less than 28J square miles,) of which only 1,090 are incapable of culti- 
vation ; and though it is separated into six thokes containing each a sub- 
division of puttees, it has always been regarded as one estate. The 
Zemindars amount to three hundred and seventy-nine ; to assemble 
whom, when the revenue is to be collected, a drum is beat on the hill 
which overhangs the town. But these are by no means singular instan- 
ces. In Pergunnah Jelalpoor Khurela alone, there are eleven villages, 

Report No. 225, dated 29th October, 1836. 

Voi. II no 
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the average of whose areas is 8,294 acres ; and thirty- four, whose avei'- 
age area is 5,111 acres. In the entire district of Caw upoor there are 

but three villages whose area comes up to 5,000 acresK 

158. It has been my object in the present Settlement to reduct* 

Object of the preset set- overgrown cstatos ; ami I am happy ta 

tlement, to divide these say that the zemindars have not oiily acquies- 
enorraous villages. arrangement, but have been forwanl 

to accomplish it. In all cases the greater part, in some the whole, of 
tb^ culturable land was completdy divided : in others even the wastt* 
land was held separately, and little more than tlie site of the village, in 
common. The partition was here already effected, the Thoke, Behree, or 
PutteCy required only to be delivered from the berar or baacht set on an in- 
dependent footing, and made a distinct Muhal. The zemindars them- 
selves frequently distribute<l upon each division the Jutwx fixed by me 
QR the whole estate. 

159. The villages having thus been reduced to a manageable siz(‘, 

all that remained to secure facility to the collec- 

of each community will was a record of the liabilities of each set ot 

complete the facility of sharers. This has l>een furnished by the parties 
the collections. . . , 

themselves ; so that the precise rights of everv 
proprietor or community, and the legal demands ujion them, are now 
ascertained and registered beyond the possibility of dispute; When a 
balance accrues, the party in default can, accordingly, at once be singled 
out ; and should he still refuse, the Collector need not for a moment 
hesitate, confident that should he proceed to the seven^st measures lie 
will commit no injustice. The late Act authorizing the sale of Puttees, 
w ill in this point of view have an exceedingly beneficial effect in this 
district, where so great an advantage has been taken of these divisions 
in weakening the hands of the revenue officers. In future every separate 
party will bear its own burden, and there will be no difficulty in enforc- 
ing the severest penalties, wliich, on that very account, will the less fre- 
quently be resorted to. 


SECTION VL 

UNFAVORABLE ARRANGEMENT OF THE OOMPONENT PARTS OF THE 

DISTRICT. 

160. Portions of our territory which are either entirely disjoine^l 
from the main tract, or jut out as a promontory 
it, must, from their position, lie under pecu- 
liar disadvantages both in matters of revenue 
and police. When this occurs on the confines of independent states, the 
evil, it is to he feared, iiiciirahle. an interchange of villages being hel<l 
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ti) 1)6 less tolerable than our present inconveniences. But the case is 


* Pergunnah Calpee 
Pergunnah Jelalpoor ) 
Khureia, J 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


1 Benowru. 

2 Kuhta. 

3 Kotra. 

4 Senehta. 

5 Bureo. 

6 Muhretee, 


different, I presuine, with regard to Jalown. 
The six villages noted in the margin^ are 
entirely insulated withiji ^hat district. The 
first, a rcsiime<l maatee \^llage is removed 
at least eight miles from the nearest point 
of Calpee. Tlie next three lie to the north 


of Jelalpoor, and are separated from it by the broad river Betwa ; on all 
sides, but toward that river, they ar^ surrounded by Jalown. The last 
two lie within pergunnah Muhoba to the extreme south of Jelalpoor 
Khureia ; their collections are never effected without the greatest trouble ; 
jn proof of which L may mention that Muhretee, although assessed with 
unusual lightness, was a few weeks ago put up to auction for a revenue 
iirrear and purchased by Government. It is difficult to make arrange- 
ments for such villages ; they must, indeed, always l)e held at some loss ; 
[or their detached position deprives them to a considerable extent of our 


protection, and is a fruitful source of excuses for withholding the revenue. 
Jf no serious obstacles exist, they should all undoubtedly be transferred 
to Jalown. 


161. But the accession of Jalown to the Company’s temtories 

Calpee and Koonch should ^ improved for obtaining much wider 

be transferred to Jalown; and more important advantages. I have alrea- 
aud Mahoba to Humeer- . j . i />. i i , 

poor or Banda. <1}^ proposed that pergunnah Calpee should be 

merged in that district ; and 1 may now be 
permitted to add that the plan of coalition sl.ould Ix) carried out so as to 
include Koonch. In lieu of these, pergunnah Mahoba should be annexed 
to Humeerpoor or to Banda. It is difficult to conceive any dispositioji 
more unfavourable than that in which these three pergunnahs now exist, 
f’alpee is little more than the bank of the Jumna, and the Jumna is by 
nature the border of Jalown. Koonch is nearly forty miles from the 
tJalpee distn<^t, and Mahoba more than that distance from any part of 
Jalown ; yet the latter adjoins both to Humeerpoor and Banda: and the 
iormer is not only contiguous with Jalown, but with a tract of villages 
of con.siderable extent which is separated from Jalown by the whole 
breadth of Koonch. It is evident that these 
' Vnent extraordinary interpositions of distinct jurisdic- 

tion mu.st w’caken and paralyze any systems of 
• fVenue or |X)lice. As an instance in the latter department, I may refer 
the out-break of the Rajah of Bheyr in Koonch : the Magistrate had 
to travel seventy miles, about forty of which lay through Jalown, before 
^>0 could reach the spot ; advantage was taken of the delay, and his 
prompt and vigorous measures eluded. Nor is the evil, though less pro- 
*oinent, less real, in revenue affairs. The zemindar with difficulty col- 
hi.s rents, and the Government its rev^^nue, for a flight of a few 
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minutes brings the defaulter into foreign territory or into another district, 
where the summons of the Collector is disregarded and his word unheard 

162. In a politicid view the proposed arrangement would add to 

The proposed tr»i,.fer*would external Security of the country, and to its 

add to the external Hefence capability of resisting attack. While it swallow- 
ed up excrescences of Calpee, it would consoli- 
date Jalown to the east, the west and the south. In the two latter direc- 
tions the pergunnahs Koonch and Mahoba lie peculiarly exposed ; and 
their detached situation is an additional temptation to those predatory 
hordes which have so lately threatened both. Annexed to the districts 
to which they respectively adjoin, their defence would be more promptly 
arranged and more effectively put into execution. 

163. The simultaneous survey of both districts affords facilities for 
these transfers which may never again occur. I am assured by Captain 
Abbott, the able and zealous surveyor of Jalown, that he has kept his 

maps and plans open for the addition of Calpee ; 
without which, in his opinion, the pergunnahs of 
Jalown must be regarded as shapeless and in- 
complete. The settlement of Jalown on the same 
principles as that of the adjacent districts, would then be the only step 
remaining to perfect the scheme, and to reduce the different materials to 
a common system. 

164. For the justification of my proposal, all that I entreat is a 

glance at any map, in which the relative site 

A reference to the map siiffi’ of Jalown and Humeerpoor, withtheirrespec- 
cient to prove the propne- r ^ i j i. 

ty of the proposal. tive pergunnahs of Calpee, Koonch, and Maho- 

ba, will come at once under review. This will 
bring before the mind the disadvantages of the present, and the advan- 
tages of the proposed, arrangement, in a manner more convincing than 
I can pretend to. 

1 65. Having now touched, (I fear with too much prolixity,) upon 
every subject, which seemed to require notice, I 
have only to request that the sanction of Govern- 
ment may be given to the Settlement for a period of thirty years, com- 
mencing with the current season. 


Valuable opportuniiy afford- 
ed by the present survey 
and settlement for effect- 
ing a transfer. 


Conclusion. 


1 have the honor to be Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


W, MUIR. 
Settlement Ojffieer. 

Bundelkhund Settlement Oj^e, 

Calpee Division, Cavmpoor, 

The \oth June, 1^42. 
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Extract from a Letter from J. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to 
Goveriimenty North Western Provinces'^ to H. Mi Elliot, Esq., 
Seat'etary to the Sudder Board of Revenue, North Western Provinces, 
Dated, Agra, *60th ApHl, 1845: 




Number of 



“1 

Pergunnah. 

MouEah. 

new Me* 
hale. 

Total 

Juma. 

Khurka 

Islampoor, 

16 

6,381 

0 

0 

Mowdha, 

Kurheya, 

4 

6,948 

0 

0 


Seesolur 

3 

5,081 

0 

0 


Urturra, 

4 

3,397 

0 

0 

Punwaree, 

Gourhurree, 

2 

4,904 

0 

0 

Raath, 

Atcylee, 

2 

3,147 

0 

0 

Raath, 

2 

3,548 

0 

0 


tJnghora, ' 

Bidnokur, 

2 

1,916 

0 

0 


2 

5,892 

0 

0 

Soomeirpoor. . . 

lUngotha, 

Pu^koora, Buzoorg, 

5 

6,335 

0 

0 

2 

1,700 

0 

0 


Putowra, 

3 

3,680 

0 

0 


Soomeirpoor Khaas, 

i 

6,630 

0 

0 


Surowlee, Buzoorg, . 

2 

9,748 

0 

0 


Taira, i 

6 

5 762 

0| 

0 


jUtrar, 

2 

1,486 

0| 

0 


4. There is every reason to brieve that Mr. Allen has exercised 

a sound discre- 
tion in ferin- 
ing the thokes 
or behrees of 
the lai'ge vil- 
lages into sepa- 
rate mehals. 
The mouzahs 
so separated in 
his settlement 
are noted in 
the margin.* 
The properties 
were quite dis- 
tinct, some- 
times lying in one place, but more generally intermixed one with the 
other (Khetbut.) In the former case when the new-formed mehal is not 
inconveniently small the separation is almost always advantageous. In 
the latter case, the advantage is not always so clear. When the pro- 
prietors of the several mehals live in the same villages, and their lands 
are intermixed one with the other, it is evident that they lie under great 
disadvantages in the economical management of their lands. The de- 
sirable arrangement is, that they sliould separate their interests, so that 
all their lands should lie together in one spot, in the midst of which the 
proprietors might reside. Till they can agree to the division of their 
joint property in this manner, it may generally be better to keep them 
united. Still when the community is very numerous, and the property 
large, and unwieldy, or when dissensions have occurred and interests be- 
‘"ome diverse, the separation may be beneficial, even though it be not 
effected in the most advantageous way. There is no reason to believe 
that in Mr. Allen’s settlement it is otherwi.se than beneficial. 


5. Mr. W. Muir seems to have more extensively made these 
changes. In the pergunnah of Humeerpoor alone 71 mehals paying a 
tctal juma of Rupees 31,549, have been formed out of what were for- 
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“ In all c.vsee, the gieattr 
I'lih in rionu) the whole <*f 
the cultiirahle land was 
eomplotely <li\ide(t; Ji» 
('theis even the waste land 
AvaH lield separately, and 
little inure than the site of 
the village, m common.” 


tnerly only 1 1 rnebals : no iiiconvcnionoe has as yet beou found to arise 
from this, and it is hoped that it has been 
judiciously performed. The annexed extract* 
liovv(3ver from paragrapli 158 of Mr. Muir’s 
report, leaves a doubt wtiether tlie new mehals 
have been entirely separat(?d one from anothei’. 
The waste as well as the culturable land should 
always, in such <;ases, bo divided, and the proper- 
ties made entirely distinct in fact a« well as in name. Tlie Board are 
reupiested to call for further information on this subject, and to make thii 
.separation entire in any cases where tins may not have been already 
done. 

(3. Referring, however, to the Board's observations on this subject, 
in paragraphs 5 and (> of their letter, the Lieutenant Governor, cannot 
l)iit apprehend that there is some misunderstanding of the real nature 
nf this measure as effected in Bundelkhund. There has been no substi- 
tution of indivldadV for joint responsibility. Both Mr. Allen and 
Mr. Muir expressly say that the Thoke or Belirecs which constitute the 
new melials contain several puttees, and this implies that the share.s in 
tliese new mehals, held together by a joint responsibility, are still nurncr- 
ous, The communities were before large and unwieldy. They aie now 
.small and manageable. The responsibility now as before, is primanlv 
individual, secondarily and ultimately joint. 

7. It is difficult to suppose that the people generally at the tinic 
of settlement conceived the record of the lands of each puttee, and of (he 
rate (bach,h or hurar) to he paitl by them, dissolved their joint respon- 
sibility. The administration paper jointly filed by them declared th(^ 
contrary. The law expressly declared the contrary, and the instructions 
of the Board warranted no such expectation. But whatever may have 
been elsewhere the case, it is clear, that in Humeerpoor there could he 
no tnistako.s. The thokes or behrecs in the cases under consideration 
divided their responsibility, the puttees kept theirs unbroken. The tie 
which united the corninunity was severed, so far as regarded the wlioh*. 
but was maintained iiriim[)aired in the component parts. 

8. There are however circumstances winch render this operation 
more necessary and beneficial in Bundelkhund than elsewhere. In a note 
appendiMl to my separate letter regarding the Banda settlement, an ex- 
plaiiati<m is given of what appi^ar to be the characteristics of the Bhej- 
lairrar tenure in Bundelkhund. It is evident that the peculiar features of 
( hose tenures, viz., the pow(‘r to claim a new distribution of the juma over 
the several holdings in a community, as well as the liability to make good 
the default of insolvent members by a new rate on the holdings of 
the solvent rrienibcrs of a community, are most important discourage- 
ments of industry ;.iutl impediment^ to [)rospcrity. These customs can 
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niily he finally terminated by the sub-division of an estate inta 
separate rnehals. Mr. Allen (vide paragraph 70 of his report) thinks 
lie has effected the same object in those rnehals which have not been 
divided. Tiie administration papers certaitdy contain such e.’epectations, 
ibr they declare the burrar fixed for the pei’ioil of settlftment, and that 
individual default is to be in ide good by transfer of the defaulter’s rights. 
Tliose papers, it is supposed, will hereafter regulate the affairs of the vil- 
];igo. 'fhe provisions in question only eoine into effect in times of ditfi- 
(iilty and distress. Hitherto there hiwe been none such in Hunieerpoor. 
The assessment is light, the administration good, and the p< 3 ople pros- 
jHaous. But it admits of great doubt how these provisions would stand 
under other (drcumstances. Mr. Wright attempted the same in Banda, 
uud obtained the apparent a.ssent of the people ; difficulties and defaults 
(K'curred, and the people at once denied all knowle<lge of the change 
which had taken place in their tenure ; they claimed a new burrar on the 
(,K1 principles, and, ^s soon as it was given, paid up their arrears. 

!). Tdie real state of the casci i.s, that the effect of the late Revenue 
uKKisuros, is now only beginning to be felt in these coparcenary tenures. 
Till the late settlement no man was able to realize that he possessed a 
^(‘parate transferable property assured to him by the Government, the 
f xistence and extent of which was susceptible of immediate proof. At 
rhe time of settlement an uneducated and ludettered peasantry were un- 
:d)le to appreciate their position, and compreljend all the possible bearing 
uf the new relations into which they were entering. Hence they failed 
to exercise that close scrutiny and calm judgmeut over the proceedings 
which were necessary to ensure their accuracy, and allowed much to be 
entered in the record which they did not understand and to which they 


might have been slow to assent, if they had understood it. Take for 
instance the 379 putteedars of mouzah Khurela Khass in Jelalpoor men- 
tioned in paragraph* 157 of Mr. Muir’s report. It can scarcely be sup- 
posed that they fully entered 

' But the most remarkable of all the Bhyachara 
Mllaj^es is Khut'cfa Khass; ita area ia 18,260 
icms, (being no lesa than 28^ square miles), of 
whioh only 1090 are incapable of cultivation; 

:uid thoiigh it is sej^arated ihto .six tfiokcA con- 
Uunnig oach a sub-division of puttees, it has al- 
ways l)et;n legarded as one estat**. The zemin- 
tlars amount to three huinbed and seventy-nine ; 

) assemble whom, when the revenue is to be 


lo fisseinoie wnom, wuou i — • 
'■ollectod, a drum i.s beat on the hill which over- 
liangs the town.” 


into the change, which took 
place in their tenure, when the 
six thokes were formed into 
six niohuls and their joint res- 
ponsibilities in each melial 
d in the supposed mc- 
Mauy of them, perhaps 


changed 


ihod. 

the great majority, assented to 
^vhat they did not understand. So lar as the record meiely confirmed 
‘md e.Kplained pre-existent custom, it will stand and be beneficial, bo lar 
the change which formed the thokes into rnehals, is supported by le 
it will no doubt stand. But so far as a change m the internal or- 
^■inization of the rnehals has been agreed to in the administration pape , 
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it is a question how far it will stand, whenever circumstances arise, which 
tend to call it into operation and to bring home to the actual experience 
of the proprietors the real nature of the alteration they are supposed to 
have made. * 

10. The c&se is otherwise where the change is immediate and 
obvious. A zemindaree community holding in common agree to sepa- 
late their holdings and form themselves into a putteedarree community. 
An ameen is engaged, measurement and partition effected and eaeii per- 
son takes possession of his separate share. Here the change is percepti- 
ble to every individual ; and is not merely a provision for a future 
possible contingency. 

11. The Lieutenant Governor has desired me to dwell more at 
length upon this subject, because it appears to him both from the reports 
of the Settlement Officers and the remarks of the Board, that these cir- 
cumstances have not received that full consideration which their groat 
importance demands. 

12. The British Government has found existing in the North 
Western Provinces, a curious and intricate state of property to which the 
people are warmly attached. The Government commenced by disregard- 
ing the peculiarities of the tenures, and soon induced a most deplorable 
state of confusion. Zemindarree, Talookdarree, Moostajuree Settlements, 
and sales of estates for arrears of revenue, made without inquiry or 
consideration produced extensive ruin and distress. The special commis- 
sion under Regulation I. 1821, and detailed settlements under Regula- 
tion VIT. 1822, have been the appropriate and effectual remedies. The 
sound principle has now been asserted and acted upon, that it is the duty 
of the Government to ascertain and protect all existing rights, those of 
the poor and humble villager, as well as those of the rich and influential 
talookdar. In so far as this is done with care and diligence, will the 
measure be successful in placing property on a sound ^ and healthy 
footing. 

13. There is a further process to which attention may be directed, 
and that is the gradual alteration by the people themselves of those 
customs or usages in their communities, which have arisen under a form 
of Government very different from that which now exists, and which 
are ill adapted to foster that industry, which it is the -tendency of the 
present state of things to encourage. These changes require much care 
and judgment. They will succeed in proportion as they are understood 
both by the Officers of Government and the people, and are fairly 
carried out. 

14. This operation should be conducted with much care m 
Bundelkhund where the Bhej-burrar tenures prevail. What has l)een 
done in Humeerpoor appears to have been well done and has been hitherto 
successful. Similar success has not been met with in Banda, partly 
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from defective execution and partly from subsequent mal-adrainistration. 


(Copy.) , 

No. 1 OF 1845. 

From W. MUIR, Esquire, 

Late SeitleTYieM Ojfficer in Bundelkhur^. 

To R. LOWTHER, EstiuiRE, 

Commissioner of Revenue, 

4th Division, 

Futtelvpoor, August, 1845. 
Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 38, 
dated the 5th June, giving cover to the orders of Government, No. 1819, 
dated the 30tli April, coiihrming the Settlement of Humeerpoor, and 
to furnish the reply called for in the 5th para, of those orders. 

2. Every thoke or puttee which was erected into a distinct mehal 
was entirely separated from the rest of the estate ; not a biswa, barren 
or cultivated, inhabited or waste, was left in common. A solitary 
exception to this rule is to be found in the village referred to in the 
Government Orders ; the hill of Khurela and its subjacent lake, were, 
at the desire of the zemindars, left in common possession ; the former 
being a mere pile of rocks, is equally barren and unfruitful as the latter, 
and both being indiscriminately open to the whole community, I saw no 
disadvantage in allowing them, at their request, to remain undivided. 

3. The passage quoted from my report in the 5th para, of the 
Government Orders, referred to the former not to the new and complete 
division of such estates ; had I anticipated any doubt on the subject, 
I would have entered more into detail in explaining it ; as some misappre- 
hension, however, seems to be entertained of the nature of my proceedings, 
I embrace the present opportunity of offering a few remarks upon them. 

4. In the 7th and 9th paragraphs of the Orders of Government, it 
is doubted whether *Hhe people generally conceived that ” the partition 
“dissolved their joint responsibility;” it is stated that they did not 
understand what was entered in the record, “ to which they might have 
been slow to assent if they had understood it ; and the case of Khuiela 
Khass is instanced in which, from the extraordinary number of proprietors, 
it can scarcely be supposed that they fully entered into the change 
“which took place in their tenure, when the six thokes were formed into 

mehals and their joint responsibility in each mehal changed.” I am 
fortunate in possessing proof that they actually did understand the 
change most perfectly. 


Vol. II. in 
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5. I beg tiO prerni.sn that in Bbyachara villages, the baach a 
bevar is. one for the whole estate ; that is, one and the same measuremeni 
system of distributing the demand, &c., obtain over the whole, howevei 
many thokes or ^^ut tees there may be; and if one of those thokes oi 
puttees breaks down, or any other cause renders an alteration in its benir 
necessary, then the whole falls to the ground, and a new bemr takes 
place involving a new measurement and arrangement for the whole 
village ; there is in fine no such thing as the alteration in the berar of a 
single thoke or a single puttee, for ♦that would change its relative position 
to the entire estate, and throw the whole into confusion. If, therefore 
it can be shown, that any of the new niehals have abandoned the old, 
and adopted a new system independently of the rest of the village, that 
would amount to full proof not only that tliey understood, but actually 
gave effect, to the partition, and to the dissolution of their joint 
responsibility. 

At the time of settlement there was accordingly one bemr for 
the whole of Khureia Khass, which was founded upon a measurement 
of -lO years standing, and was fornoed by applying one rate to the cul- 
tivated ai'ca of that measurement. Of the six new mehals, three still 
adhere to this ancient arrangement ; but two years ago one of the re- 
mainder, adopted as the basis of its berar, the survey or settlement bee- 
gab, app-lying a separate rate to the dilfereut species of soil ; and last 
year the other two resorted to a fresh measurement with the old village 
ohaiii, but kept so distinct from each other that one adhered to the old 
system of oyie rate, while the other adopted that of a scale varying with 
the soil. Here then in the short space of years, we find that half of 
this enormous village has taken advantage of its release from joint res- 
ponsibility in setting up new arrangements, and acting with the same 
independence as if they were separate estates which had never been con- 
nected. These facts prove not merely that the whole body of the zemin- 
dars understood my proceedings at settlement, nor merely that they gave 
a formal assent to them, but that they actually approved and really act 
upon them, and that they have in fact worked out a more complete dis- 
eervation of interest, than it was possiV)ie to have effected by the most 
violent measures. It can, therefore, no longer remain a question “how 
“ far the partition >will stand, whenever circumstances arise which tend 
“to call it into operation, and to bring home to the actual experience of 
“the propiietors the real nature of the alteration they are supposed to 
“ have made,” because these circumstances have arisen already. 

7. Nor is the case of Khureia by any means singular ; Goindee, 
another of the enormous villages referred to in my Teport, and which is 
famous in the annals of Humeerpoor for the difficiilty of its collections, 
was divided into eight mehals. Of these four still conform to the old berar, 
which has subsisted for 25 years, while one has abolished the berar sys- 
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tern altogether, aud settled of its own accord into an ordinary putteedar- 
ree tenure ; two have likewise abandoned the old herar, but have framed 
a new system for themselves, by having fresh measurement made with 
new cljains ; and the eighth mehal is now in progress of transition. 
The village of Soorha has abandoned its old hemr and each of its new 
mehals has adopted the Government survey as the ground of its baach, 
making the total Malgoozaree area of their several Khuteonees, the 
separate sum totals upon which the berar of each is to be made. These 
are some of the largest villages in the* district, and if in these the nature 
of the change he so clearly understood and so readily acted upon, I can 
see no reason to question that it is so universally. Indeed, the altera- 
tion was so siuiple in itself, fell in so naturally with the already existing 
arrangements of the villages, and was so obviously advantageous not to 
the Government only, but to themselves, that it could not fail, fully ex- 
plained as it was to all, of securing the comprehension as well as assent 
of the most inconsiderable of the proprietors. You are aware, that there 
was not a single appeal from these orders, on the contrary “ the zemin- 
dars,” as 1 stated in my report not only acquiesced in the arrangement, 
hut “ were forward to accomplish it.” 

8. The generality of the bhej burar, and putteedarree villages in 
Humoerpoor, have the fields composing their several puttees more or less 
interspersed among each other. In the 4th jxira.- of the Government 
orders this is mentioned as a disadvantageous arrangement, and it is 
stated that till the lands can be divided into separate masses, it 
may generally be better to retain tlie joint tenancy. Upon this I 
would beg to submit, first, that in a great majority of the villages in 
Buiidelkhund, it would be almost impossible to effect such a division as 
that all the lands of each mehal should lie together. The soils of Bun- 
delkhuud generally extend in tracts, and it most frequently happens that 
the viar and richer soils lie in one direction, while those in the other 
<iuarters are poor, and productive only in the best seasons ; here it is ob- 
vious that each set of the proprietors will insist upon having a poition 
of the fertile tract, and it would be impolitic not to grant their request, 
l>ocause even if one party consented to take th^ bad lands he would suffer 
and might break down in unfavorable years. It is to be remarked, like- 
wise, that the capabilities of the land are in Bundelkhund entirely depen- 
dent upon the natiiral species of the soil ; in the Dooab by dint of irri- 
gation and skilful tillage, the inferior puttee might increase its fertility, 
hut the relative capabilities of a mar and of a vakur puttee could never 
he altered : secondly, whatever might have been at first done, the kheU 
hd arrangement is that in which these villages actv/illy exist ;■ it is that 
^hich was adopted by the ancestors of the present occupants, and has 
l>een long and carefully observed, and to desire the exchanges of even 
^ lew fields would be to create the greatest confusion and disconlenL 
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It was entirely out of the question, therefore, under any circumstances to 
require a neu} partition ; the only question was whether by entirely se- 
parating the existing divisions, the collections might not be facilitated, 
without occasionipg any injury. This question I was led to answer it, 
the affirmative, fh*st, because it involved no such change as was not in 
part already effected, and so consonant with the customs and practice of 
villages that it was likely to stand, and to be comprehended and acted 
on by the zemindars. Secondly, the disadvantage of the khetbut sys^ 
tern would be no greater after the responsibility was dissolved than it 
was before ; and though there are disadvantages in the system, still as 
it was that which was chosen by the zemindars (who aro best likely to* 
know their own interest), it is not improbable that, upon the whole 
it may be most advantageous to themselves, while it cannot create any 
loss or inconvenience to Government. Lastly, the advantages of the 
separation of the thokes to Government is just as great in rendering the 
collections easier with the khetbut. system as without it, except in this 
particular that, were it necessary to give any thoke in farm to a strang- 
er, it would be more difficult to give him possession. Taking all these 
circumstances into consideration, it did not to me admit of a doubt that 
the disseverance of the individual thokes from the joint responsibility 
would prove a great benefit. At the same time, I was careful not to 
carry this principle too far, and checked the spirit whicli, by erecting the 
subordinate sub-division into separate estates, would have only entailed 
unnecessary labour in keeping up the Government records, and have 
frittered away the exertions of the Tehvsildarree officers in the collection 
of details for which the lumberdar and putwaroe were competent.* 

9. It is stated in “a note regarding the BIiej-l)erar tenures of 
Bundelkhund by His Honor the Lieutenant Govenior, ‘'that Mr Allen 
and Mr. Muir persuaded, or thought they bad' persuaded, the village 
proprietors to give up the two characteristics of the tenure, the liability 
herar to change, and the obligtxtioo on the solvent proprietors, rateahly 
to make good the default of the insolvent.” His Honor most probably 
from examining Mr. Allen s papers at Humeerpore, understood that I 
had pursued the - same course ; I beg, however, now to state that no per- 
suasion or any the least attempt at persuasion to alter any of their customs 
was employed by me towards the zemindars, except so far as regards 
the separation of their thokes into distinct mehals. My own practice 
was to embody as far as I could, in the administration paper, the pnictice 
of the village, and frequent and peremptory instuctions were issued to 

• The large increase of new mehals in Pergunnah Humeerpoor, alluded to in the Go* 
vemment Orders arose from the unusual number of very extensive villages in it ; 1 have 
r,ot the requisite papers by me, otherwise I could show that the average area of the new 
mehals is by no means inoonsidei-able ; it is scarcely fair to look only at the juma which in 
Buttdelkhund give-* a very inadequate idea of the extent of a village on the possible difficulty 
of its coUeotiona. 
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my subordinates to the same effect. So far from desiring prematurely tp 
change a bhejberar into a putteedarry village, I think that such a course 
would be attended at least with no benefit, because the zemindars as long 
as their responsibility continues undivided, will never consider themselves 
bound by the stipulations of the Wajih-ool-urz, and when any necessity 
such as the breaking down of a puttee, occurs, will assuredly make a 
new herar or change the constitution of the village as they please. Thus 
in some of the cases specified in paras. 6 & 7, the zemindars have, with- 
out the occurrence of any famine or pressing emergency, already changed 
the old herar of the villages and established an entirely new system ; 
and a still stranger case lately occurred in the same Pergunnah of Jelal- 
poro where a bhejberar village, whose constitution and herar were of 
nearly 30 years standing, has within these three years abandoned its 
6erar, and substituted a yearly tukhmeenaii in its stead ; so that the 
nature of its tenure now nearly corresponds with that of the 3rd or 
zemindaree species of bhejberar, mentioned in the note above referred to. 

10. Nor was any persuasion used to make the zemindars give up 
" the obligation on the solvent proprietors rateably to make good the de- 
fault of the insolvent on the contrary, the real existing practice of the 
village, as far as it could be elicited, was entered on the record. I have 
taken considerable pains, since the receipt of the Memorandum, to ascer- 
tain by investigations through the tehseeldars how far this practice ac- 
tually exists, and I find that it is by no means general. In some bhej- 
berar villages there appears to be no such custom ; the defaulter being 
responsible for his own balances in his person, and with all his property, 
movable and immovable, baghs and fields ; his relations in proportion 
to their propinquity are then fir.'^t called upon to pay the arrear and oc- 
cupy his lands, and on default of them the other proprietors are admit- 
ted to the same privilege ; the transaction may or may not receive tlie 
sanction of the Collector, and of the superior authorities, but whether or 
no, it bears all the marks of a common transfer ; in other villages the 
system is varied, the members of the thoke paying according to their 
baach, and receive in return and hold in common the defaulters 
lands ; while in others they may pay, not according to their shares, but 
according to their pleasure, and receive a portion of the defaulter s lands 
in proportion to their payment. These arrangements are probably vari- 
ed as the exigency demands, but they all bear the features of a transfer, 
and in no case is there any trace of the shares in a thoke being liable 
to pay the arrear of a defaulter without receiving his lands in return. 
Such an arrangement, I believe, exists in Banda, and I have some reason 
for thinking that it obtains in some of the more southerly villages of this 
district, (Futtehpore) which border upon Banda ; the trac 3S, it will be 
observed, which I have found of the practice in Pergunnah Jelalpoor, 
are few ; and I found none to the no»-th of the Betwa where the Bhya- 
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oliara tenure seems entirely to resemble that of Cawnpore ; from this 
I gather, that the nature of the bhejberar tenure alters materially and 
the features noted in the memorandum become more fully developed, as 
you advance towards the south. 

11. In prosecuting these inquiries, I found not infrequent instances 
of errors in some of the stipulations of the administration record of Per- 
gunriah Jelalpoor. I have requested Mr. Pearson (who has kindly 
assisted me in these inquiries) to correct the settlement papers, where- 
ever I discovered them to be thus defective, and I am fortunate in hav- 
ing an Officer so well able to execute the task. 

12. I trust, that this letter will have the effect of entirely remov- 
ing any doubts as to the nature or effectiveness of the arrangements of 
n^y settlement. To the settlement of Calpee, I applied the undivided 
attention of two years, and it is superfluous to say, that I feel the deep- 
est interest in its success. I confess, therefore, that the doubts which 
are expressed in the Government orders which confirm it, occasioned a 
feeling of disappointment on a subject, where it was least expected. If 
I have now succeeded in dispelling these doubts, I trust that I shall re- 
ceive an assurance to that effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

W. MUIR. 


Laic Settlenunt Officer in Bundclkhund, 
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Extract from, a Letter from Mr. Fonle, Collector, dated Ut Septem- 
beVy 1819 ; (referred to in paragraph i(y.) 

18. In the Fusslee year 1222, the jama of the zillah ainounted 
to Rrf., 13,75,178, and the present jama, as stated before, amoimts to 
Rupees, 18,00,322. So great an ^crease to the public revenue must 
have induced Government to believe that the former assessment had been 
considerably too light. I am, however, of opinion that it would -have 
conduced more to the real interests of the state had the present juma 
been computed on a more moderate scale. 

19. I need not state to the Board that if an estate be over-assessed 
to the smallest amount, the zemindar must eventually be ruined, and 
the estate laid waste or be made over to some adventurer, who has not 
the slightest interest in the soil; and who perhaps after realizing a part 
of the juma from the unfortunate zemindars, who have now become his 
ryots, absconds leaving a considerable balance due to Government. 

20. I shall only make a few remarks on the circumstances which 
have occurred since the formation of the present settlement, leaving it 
to the superior judgment of the Board to decide, if I am correct in stat- 
ing that the district has been over-assessed. 

21. On forming the settlement, the number of estates made over 
to farmers amounted to 178 ; and it is natural to conclude that if the 
terms offered to the zemindai*s had been such as would have eiiablod 
them to pay the proposed assessment, so groat a number of proprielors 
would not have refused to enter into engagements, as by such refusal 
they lost all prospect of having their estates restored to them until the 
expiration of the Fusslee year 1227, and until which period they must 
be content to be considered as ryots. 

22. A more convincing argument in favor of my assertion cannot, 
I think, be adduced than by referring to the sales whicli have taken 
place both at public auction for the recovery of the arrears of revenue 
to Government, and also by private sale. 

23. The total number of estates in this zillah amounts to 815, 
and during the Fusslee yetirs 1223,1224, and 1225 thirty -nine estates 
were sold at public auction, the annual juma of which amounted to 
Rupees, 77,699, and the price at which they were sold only amounted to 
Rupees, 29,780, affording the land-holders a sum exceeding in a trifling 
degree one-third of their yearly juma. 

24. The number of estates sold by private sale amount to one 
hundred. I have not been able to ascertain the average of the deeds of 
sale to the annual juma. »»*•♦** 
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26. I shall only beg leave to add luy opinion, that the revenue of 
this district could never have been collected as it has been, were it not 
owing to the very high price at which grain of every description has 
been sold for the last few yeai-s, and that the generality of the landhold- 
ers are in a state far removed from affluence or being in a situation to 
enjoy the necessaries and essential comforts of life. 

27. It would, I conceive, always tend more to the honor of Govern- 

ment were a settlement formed so as to secure to them a fair proportion 
of the products of the soil, and at ^he same time leave a sufficiency to 
enable the proprietor to subsist himself and his family in a suitable 
manner. *♦*♦♦ ♦*♦* 


APPENDIX B. 

Shc'wing the result vf 'past Settlements in pergunnahs Cal pee, 
Humeerpoor, Jelalpoor, Khuvela, and KooncK 


Settlements. j 

Term of its con- 
tinuance. 

Juma. 

Balance on the 
whole term of 
Settlement. 

1 st 

. 1806 

One Year. 

5,92,123 

0 0 

1 0 

0 

0 

2ud 

. 1807 

Three years. 

5,98,216 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

3id 

. 1810 

do. 

6,66,093 

0 0 

4,051 

10 

0 

4th 

, 1814 

do. 

6,72,681 

0 0 

8,284 

1 

3 

5th 

. 1816 

Five years. 

8,43,438 

0 0 

27 679 

13 

0 

6tb 

. 1821 

do. 

8,24,848 

0 0 

80,006 

15 

5 

7th 

. 1826 

do. 

7,93,809 

0 0 

1,51,999 

5 

7 

8th 

. 1831 

do. 

6,83,281 

0 0 

3,34,539 

6 

1 

9th 

. 1836 

Six years. j 

6,66,200 

0 0 

3,78,371 

3 

4 
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Shewing the result of past Settlements in pergumiah Calpee. 


1 

Settlement. 

Term of its con- 
tinuance. 

Juma. 

Balance on the 
whole term of 
Settlement. 

1st. . 

J806 

1 One year. 

76,285 

[0 


1 0 

0 0 

2nd. . 

1807 

! Three years. 

84,396 

10 

0 

! 9 

0 0 

3rd. . 

1810 

do. 

89,374 

0 

0 

4,051 

10 0 

4th. . 

1814 

do. 

89,416 

iO! 

0 

8,284 

1 3 

5th. . 

1816 

Five years. 

1,15,334 

lo 

0 

16,078 

9 8 

6 th. . 

1821 

do. 

1,) 2,514 

0 

0 

15,959 

0 3 

7th. . 

1826 

do. 

1,05,349 

0 

0 

21,956 

1210 

8th. . 

1831 

1 do. 

93,067 

0 

0 

•28,159 

12 1 

9th. . 

1836 

Six years. ’ 

93,423 

0 


98,771 

1411 
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Shewing the reavit of poet SettiemerUa in perguwnah Humeerpoor. 


Settlement. 

Term of its con- 
tinuance. 

Juma. 


T 

• 

Balance on the 
whole term of 
Settlement. 

1st. ... 

.. 1806 

One year. • 

85,160 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2ad. ... 

.. 1807 

Three years. 

77,437 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3rd 

.. 1810 

do. ' 

86,798 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4tb 

.. 1814 

do. 

86,746 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6th 

.. 1816 

Five years. 

1,10,436 

0 

0 

4,216 

7 

4 

6th. ... 

1821 

do. 

1,03,781 

0 

0 

44,800 

12 

2 

7th. ... 

.. 1826 

do. 

94,120 

0 

0 

29,627 

13 

1 

8th. ... 

.. 1831 

do. 

79,506 

0 

0 

61,835 

10 

5 

9th. ... 

.. 1836 

Six years. 

77,600 

6 

0 

L- 

25,618 

1 

15 

1 

10 

L- 
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Shewing the resxdt of past Setttementa in Pergunnah Jelalpoor 


Khurela. 


Settlement. 

Term of its 
continuance. 

Juma. 

Balance on the 
whole term of 
Settlement. 

1st. ... 

1806 

One year. 

2,58,160 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2nd. ... 

1807 

Three years. 

2,60,462 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3rd. ... 

1810 

do. 

3,06,179 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4th. ... 

1814 

do. 

3,06,739 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5th. . . . 

1816 

Five years. 

4,01,136 

0 

0 

7,384 

12 

0 

6th. ... 

1821 

do. 

3,90,412 

0 

0 

19,247 

3 

0 

7th, ... 

1826 

do. 

3,76,299 

0 

0 

1,00,414 

11 

8 

8th. ... 

1831 

do. 

2.92,690 

0 

0 

2,20,432 

14 

7 

9th. ... 

1836 

Six years. 

• 2,76,800 

0 

0 

48,115 

8 

5 


Vol II. 112 
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APPENDIX F. 


Shewing the result of jpast Settlements i7i Pergunnah Kocncfi, 



Settlement. 


Term of its 
continuance. 


Jurna. 


Balance on the 
whole term of 
Settlement. 


1st. 

1806 

One year. 

1,72,517 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2nd. . . . 

1807 

Three years. 

1,75,929 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3rd. ... 

1810 

do. 

1,84,742 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4th. ... 

1814 

do. 

1,89 781 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5th. ... 

1816 

Five years. 

2,16,533 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6th. ... 

1821 

do. 

2,18,140 

0 

o| 

0 

0 

0 

7th. ... 

1826 

do. 

2,18,039 

0 

Ol 

0 

0 

0 

8th. ... 

1831 

do. ' 

2,18,017 

0 

O' 

24,111 

1 

0 

9th. ... 

1836' 

1 Six years. 

2,19,377 

0 

0 

2,05,864 

12 

1 1 


APPENDIX G. 

The area and soil of exu'h PeA^gannah, not including resumed 

Maafee. 


CALPEE. 

CULTIVATED AREA. 


Class, j 

Mar. 

Kabur. 

Purwa. 

.White 

Purwa. 

Rakur. 

Turee. 

Kuchar. 

Total. 

Kuchar, 

1 1 

65 

1 1 

303 

2,144 

27 

i 1 

1,154 

1 1 

910 

2,464 

1 7,067 

First, 

3,471 

3,831 

5,468 

3,014 

735 

294 

399 

1,7212 

Second, 

793 

2,087 

3,328 

346 

1,787 

112 

95 

8,548 

Third, 

207 

352 

975 

17 

1,411 

0| 

66 

3,028 

Total, 

4,536; 

1 

6,573' 

1 

1 

1 1915 

3,404; 5,087 

1 

1,316 

3,024 

35,855 



APPENDIX. 


885 


CULTURABLE AREA, 


Class. 

cS 

s 

Kabur. 

Purwa. 

White 

Purwa. 

Rakur. 

c5* 

H 

Kuchar. 

3 

H 

Kuchar, 

First,... 

^Second, 

Third,... 

2i7i 

G,342 

1,622 

271 

1 735! 

i G,927 
3,706 
j 858 

3,950 

9,603 

6,356 

2,408 

. 47' 

3,266 
* 417 

i 

4,060! 

3,383 

4,554 

3,357 

940 

301 

112 

11 

2,728 

424 

100 

85 

12,707 
30,246 
! 16,867 
7,007 

Total, j 8,482 

j 1 2, 226| 22,317 

! 3,747 

1 

15,354 

1,364 

3,337 

68,627 


HUMEERPOOR. 


CULTIVATED AREA. 


Clas.s. 

3 

Kabur. 

Purwa. 

Rakur. 

0) 

O' 

ce 

o 

& 

Total. 

Kuchar 

297 

781 

2,300 

1,196 

652 

1,631 

6,857 

First, 

13,824 

5,383 

3,106 

3,531 

! 336 

735 

26,915 

Secoud 

I 

195 

2,318 

l,792j 875 

1 

I 4 

1 

42 

1 

1 . . 

5,256 

Total, 

1 14,316 

8,512 

7,198 

j 5,602 

992 

i 

1 2,408 

39,028 


CULTURABLE AREA. 


1 






u 


Cla.ss. 


b 

c3 

M 

-5 

6 

d 

§ 



d 

\ ^ 


cS 

ci 

H 

1 

0 

Kuchar 

359 

1 ,04(1 

1 

3,158 

2,702 

847 ' 

1 

1,970 

10,076 

First, 

17.085 

8,203 

5,363 

7,5 15 

339 

1 906 39,441 

Second 

273 

4,065 

2,5.53 

1,032 

1 

1 4' 45 

1 

I .J 

; 8,872 

1 

Total, 

17,717 

13,308 

1 1 ' 

]ll,074|l2,179| 1,190 

1 

|| 2,921 

58,389 
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Total, 63,031 40,432 48,868 67,814 1 1,419 10,258 231,822 
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KOONCH. 


CULTIVATED AREA. 


« 

Class. 

Mar. 

1 

Kabur. 

1 

Purwa. 

1 

Rakur. 

1 

Total. 

First, 

34,659 

5,488 

i 

763 

693 

41,603 

Second, 



4,115 

326 

25,198 

Third 

1 1 

637 


956 

77 

3,754 

Total, 

45,373 

1 

18,252 

5,834 

1,096 

70,555 


CULTURABLE AREA. 


Class. 

1 

Mar. 

1 

Kabur. 

Purwa. 

1 

Rakur. 

1 i 

Total. 

1 

First, 

35,849 

6,184 

1,102 

1,157 

44,292 

Second, 

11,108 

13,881 

4,872 

51 6 

29,577 

Third, 

1 

711 

2,587 

1,599 

200 

5,097 

Total, 

47,668 

1 

1 

21,852 

7,573 

! 

1,873 

1 

78,966 
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APPENDIX K. 

List of Government Estates to be restored to their orifinal Zemindars. 





•p 

1 




Pergunnah. 

No. 

Name of village. 

i-Go* 

I's 

Preseot 

assessmen 

to 

jJ 

as f, 

o 

P.S 

||l 

Remarks. 

Calpee, 

Ditto, ... 

1 

Bubeena, 

12,000 

6,000 

1.000 

1,045 

4,600 

/ The restoration of this 

2 

Chonk, • 

8,300 

Ultimate 5,500 
2,600 

Ultimate 2,600 

2,446 

V village will be postponed 

I until it is vacated by the 
( ootton planter. 

Ditto, 

8 

Deopoora, 

650 

500 

200 

SOO 


Ditto, 

4 

Duheil khan/i 

1,900 

1,500 

l,S20 

1,880 

( A part only of this 

1 village was purchased by 

Ditto, 

6 

Gulowlee, 

3,600 

2,400 

1 

930 

1,200 

( Qoverament. 

Ditto, ... 

6 

Khurgohee, 

3,300 

1,900 

1,804 

950 

1,875 


Ditto, 

7 

Pal, 

Raj ey poor, 

1,450 

600 

1,080 

476 


Ditto, 

8 

750 

500 

400 


Ditto, 

9 

Suraolee, 

1,850 

1,000 

400 

760 


Ditto, 

10 

Tighra, 

200 

160 

, 106 

126 


Hatneerpoor, 

11 

Buchrowlee, 

3,010 

2,001 

1600 

2,000 


Ditto, 

12 

Burooa, 

1,160 

750 

. 460 

570 


Ditto, 

13 

Damur Ackghura, ... 

9,500 

4,500 

1,500 

5,000 

) A small portion of tixis 

Ditto, 

U 

Kootoopoor, 

430 

350 

280 

280 

1 village was not sold. 

Ditto, 

15 

Nirnee, 

1,500 

1,200 

700 

900 


Ditto, 

16 

Nuraera, 

Puchkora, 

500 

301 

[nclading 
ed ckuk. 

235 

a resum- 

266 


Ditto, 

17 

450 

300 

ISO 

275 


Ditto, 

18 

Semra, 

650 

251 ! 

251 

261 


Ditto, 

19 

Sheikhoopoor, 

2,500 

1,500 1 

1,100 

1,260 


Ditto, 

20 

Shunkurpoor, 

850 

350 

2S0 

400 


Ditto, 

21 

Tekonah Har, 

2,001 

Ultimate 400 
1,200 ' 

1,200 

1,200 


Ditto, 

22 

Todurpoor, 

1,600 

1,100 i 

500 

800 


Jelalpoor Khurela, 

23 

Amelia, 

6,805 

5,l‘00 

4,450 

4,460 


Ditto, 

24 

Baree, 

3,400 

2,400 : 

1,800 

1,976 


Ditto, 

25 

Belgaon, 

8,000 

5,495 i 

4,600 

6,200 

1 A small part of this 
( village was not sold. 

Ditto, 

26 

Bubeindee, 

4,200 

2,700 

2,300 

2,500 

Ditto, 

27 

Bughurka, 

3,400 

1,500 : 

1,600, 

1,750 


Ditto, 

28 

Burkhera, ... 

900 

900 ; 

220' 

462 


Ditto, 

29 

Buswaree, ... 

6,800 

4,600 1 

4,800 

4,633 


Ditto, 

30 

Chendee Busaik, ... 

3,000 

Ultimate 5,500 j 
2,000 ; 

1,700 

1,900 


Ditto, 

31 

Chendee Benee, 

2,000 

1,000 

800 

840 


Ditto, 

82 

Cherpoora, 

186 

135 

80 

104 


Ditto, 

33 

Daraoopoor, 

1,600 

750 

720 

720 


Ditto, , 

34 

Dauda, 

1,400 

1,000 

600 

720 


Ditto, 

35 

Dhowhul Bugong, . . . 

3,400 

1,800 

1,800 

2,350 


Ditto, 

36 

DhumnaJulal, 

600 

Ultimate 2,600 
600 

860 

390 


Ditto, 

37 

Jamodee, 

1,726 

700 

280 

540 


Ditto, 

38 

Keotra, 

390 1 

Ultimate 1,000 
300 

300 

300 


Ditto, 

39 

Khera, 

1 1,200 

Ultimate 850 
600 

1 460 

550 

1 

Ditto, 

40 

Khundey Lodhur, ... 

2,200 

1,500 

1,469 

1,469 


Ditto 

41 

Kudowra, 

1,660 

800 

68C 

) * 780 


Ditto, 

42 

Kutheree, 

2,200 

1,300 

1,30( 

) 1,30C 


Ditto, 

43 

Lodheep,oor, 

1,100 

Ultimate 1,600 
381 

26( 

} 30C 

) 

Ditto, 

44 

Mehona, 

700 

600 

50( 

} 60C 

) 

Ditto, 

45 

Mooskura 

6,200 

5,600 

3,80( 

3 4,176 

1 

Ditto, 

46 

Mugrowl, • 

1,200 

1,200 

80( 

) 64C 

1 

Ditto, 

47 

Neboulee, 

850 

316 

21( 

i 25C 


Ditto, ... ... 

48 

Nowguwan, 

651 

226 

20C 

) 245 


Ditto, 

49 

Poopooara, 

1,000 

Ultimate 250 
1,000 

'76( 

) 840 


Ditto, 

50 

Pownea, 

7,200 

6,000 

1,0«4 

4,70( 

) 4,900 


Ditto, 

51 

Sconee, 

‘ 1,000 

52C 

) 820 




Total, ... 

« 


i 

1 72.3271 


W. MUIR. 

Settlement Ofioer. 






Pivided into Classes, 


I iiltl/mit 6ktr 


Scale of t«'i) Miles (i) llie IncJi. 

s i 


lvxpl(i/llatior^ of the Colours 


(jolmr 

(1ms of YiiLujil. 

Minjuiilmj kkrt 

- 

KucharYilk/jio 

Sxtmw ijwtikf'Mfi 



fink (kitYiatju 

(mfisd frinafullf of tk Jar wrf 


kml clmTikcju 

(omjKisddimttnlirdj' of Ukd fon 


IhidJm 

(omfiod of 















